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To FE RicnrT Hoxounanrz 


Sit WILLIAM YONGE, 
One of the Lokps of the Treaſury, | 


AND 


Kxro H of the moſt Hon. Oxp ER of the BAR. 


S I R, 


HE Great and Noble of all ages, 
have, and ever will be mark'd out 
by Writers of every degree to patronize 
their labours : And as public fame (tho! 
ſparing of her favours) has diſtinguiſhed 
you in an age of Polteneſs, Wit, and 
Learning, among other eminent virtues 
that exalt the mind, and dignify human 
nature; I am ſufficiently juſtified to the 
world in the choice of my Patron; but 
muſt depend on your known candour, for 

thus preſuming, without your leave. Vet 
I have this for my excuſe, exalted merit 
is free to the conſideration of all men, 
and where excellencies ſhine, every man 
has a right to admire. 


A 2 Though 4 


ir DEDICATION. 
Though praiſe is the juſt due of me- 
rit, and all the world would join with me 


while 1 grew warm in yours, yet as |. 


know your nature more inclined to de- 
ſerve than receive it, I ſhall eaſe you of 
that pain, and in filence wonder, where 
words muſt fail. 

The people of Mexico, every year, 
offer'd ſomething to their Emperor in 
token of Vaſſalage; and frequently, a- 


mong things worthy the notice of a King, 


he receiv'd even ſacks of common earth, 

from thoſe perſons who could not afford 
a nobler offering: But they, like me, did 
what was in their power, with an e ö 
fion in their language, which fignified, I 


_ -nvould it were more worthy of your accep= 


- tance. I am aſſured from your goodneſs 
to find pardon for this freedom, though 
Ladd tomy preſum ption, by ſubſcribing 
myſelf, 


Humble Servant. 


TN 
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P R E F A C E. 


THE following ſheets are a detail of 

fortunes I have run through for 
many years; and however extraordinary 
they may appear, I ſhall give you the cir- 
cumſlances for truth. Yet this 1 muſt 
own, they lay by me undigeſted, and T had 
never any intention to make them public, if 
an old acquamtance had not taken my logſe 
papers from me, and declared, if 1 would 
not digeſt them, he would. 
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Captain ROBERT BOYLE, e. 


WAS born at a ſea · port called Boſton in Lin- 
colnſbire. My father was captain and owner 
of a merchant ſbip that traded to the Meſt - Iu- 
dies, but was eaſt away, homeward bound, 
upon the rocks of Scilly, and but one man ſav- 
ed of his whole crew. My mother and I were at an 
aunt's in London when the unhappy news of my fa- 
ther's death arrived. | AE 
I was too young to feel my loſs; but my mother's 
grief ſoon broke her heart, and left me a poor help- 
leſs orphan not ten years, of age. "Tis true, I had a 
tender aunt that was in pretty good circumſtances, who 
took care of my education. I ſoon learnt to read, and 
write a good hand; I underſtood a little Latin, and 
was perfectly maſter of the French tongue, which I had 
been learning from my infancy ;. my mother being 
born at Paris, where my father married her ver 
young, and brought her to reſide at Boſton, © 
By that time I bad reached fourteen years of age, 
my aunt told me it was time for me:to think of ſome 
trade, deſiring me to chuſe what I liked beſt, and ſhe” 
would provide for me eee Said ſhe, if 1 
might adviſe you, I would have you ſtudy the Law, 
under the the tuition of your uncle ——, But [told 
her I did not much care for any calling that muſt ow 
its proſperity to the misfortune of others: And at laſt 
I choſe that of a watch-maker, as e to 
bave a good mechanical head. Accordingiy I went 
; "REO | upon 
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upon liking (as they call it) and my maſter and I a- 
greeing very well, I was bound with the uſual forms, 


and found civil uſage from him, in reſpect of my 
birth and the misfortunes of our family, \ 


My aunt paid forty guineas (which was reckoned, 
at that time a great price; but he was one of the top 


of his buſineſs) and beſides to find me in clothes and 


other neceſſaries, during my ſeven years apprenticeſhip, 
The firſt half- year we agreed very well; but with- 
in that time my maſter had married a wife of a pretty 
good fortune, and a large ſhare of ill nature, In a 


month's time ſhe began to tyrannize over my maſter 


as well as me, and ſoon proved, as the ſaying is, The 


paſs at laſt, that I was obliged to go on all her half- 
- penny errands, and carry her book to church of a 


Sunday after her. I bore this tolerably well, but not 
without complaining to my aunt, who adviſed me to 
make myſelf as eaſy as I could, for ſhe feared ſpeaks 
ing would do no good. | 45 

i went on this way for a whole year, and then, to 


| complete my misfortunes, my poor aunt died of a 
dropſy. This indeed was the greateſt ſhock of all my 


: 


"4 


life; for while ſhe lived I felt no want of father or 
mother. She left me 8007. and my uncle to be 
my guardian. I ſhall forbear mentioning his name, 


not out of regard to him, but of his children, who 


have proved a ſweet grafting from a ſour ſtock, and 
as good as he was baſe, 2 ĩ 5 ln kg 
My ſhrew of a miſtreſs continued her ill-nature to 
me, and one accident made her prove outrageous. 

My maſter had a vaſt trade, and vented à great ma- 


ny watches beyond ſea. One day he had a 47 par- 


cel of them to go on board a ſhip bound for on; 
the veſſel lay at Deprford, and my maſter was pleaſed 
to take me along with him in the boat, OE 

Before we were got to Limehouſe, my maſter called 


to mind that he had forgot a ſilver watch that he had 


urpoſely made for the captain of the ſhip. He * 


* 


gray mare to be the better horſe. Shę brought it to that 


— „ c 
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ed me at Ratcliff Croſt, and deſired I would be expe- 
ditious in going, (for the tide running downwards [ 
could get to the Exchange ſooner on foot than by wa- 
ter againſt the ſtream) then to take boat at Billing gate 
and follow him to the ſhip.  __ | 

Iran almoſt all the way, and I believe I got to the 
Exchange in balf an hour. When I came home, I 
found no body in the ſhop but my fellow. prentice, 
who informed ne my miſtreſs was above, I went im- 
mediately up ſtairs for the watch (for my maſter told 
me he had left it in his own room, beipg he had wore 
it ſeveral days to. prove the going of it) but found the 
door ſhut. Standing a moment to conſider, I heard 
2 man's voice ſpeaking to my miſtreſs, in a low key, 
and I ſoon underſtood: by their dialogue that love was 
the ſubject they talked of. I liſtened for ſome time, 
till I found they had left off diſcourſing, and were eu- 
tered upon action. „ ni art ee 
Now at the head of the ſtairs the maid had left a 
ſtep-ladder, that ſhe had uſed. in the morning, in nail- 
ing up ſome vallens to the windows in the dining - room, 


and there being a glaſs over the chamber-door, I had ; 


a great mind to fee who. it was that was doipg my maſ- 
te xis bufireſs in his abſence, Thereupon I fixt the lad- 
der very ſoftly againſt the wainſcot by the door, and 
vp I got; but leaning towards the window in order 
ſce into the room, my weight made the ladder flip, 
and the top ſliding againſt the door burſt it open, and 
in fell J into the room, ladder and all, wih no little 
The loving couple were mightily ſurpriſed you may 
be ſure, and were ip ſuch a fright that they had forgot 
what they were a doing Bui I ſaw enough te con- 
vince me that my maſter was in a fair way to get to 
heaven purely upon my miſtreſs's account. * 

After our ſurpriſe was over, and every thing put 
in order again between the gentleman. and madam, I 
ventured to tell her my errand. She gave me the watch . 
With a hearty good box on the car, and told me the 


wondered 
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wondered how I had the aſſurance to come up with- 
out knocking ; but, added ſhe, I believe you rather 
came upon ſome knaviſh defign, and had intended to 
rob your maſter, if I had not been in the room with 
my phyſician, that came on purpoſe to ſee how I did. 

It was plain enough what phyſic ſhe was taking, yet 
I made my excuſe to her that I went to remove the 
ladder, and it fell out of my hand againſt the door 
and burſt it open; but I told her I was ſorry I had 
diſturbed her, made my honours, and walked off, 
taking no notice that I had ſeen any thing. I took 
water at Billingsgate, and followed my maſter. 

In the boat I began to ruminate with myſelf, whe- 
ther I had beſt keep this accident a ſecret; or diſcloſe 
it to my maſter.” At laſt, with many pro's and con's 
with myſelf, I reſolved to acquaint him with it; part- 
ly to be revenged on my miſtreſs for the blow ſhe ſtruck 
me, and on the other fide not to let my honeſt maſ- 
ter be kept in ignorance of her uſage of him. | 

When I came on board, the captain commanded me 
(with my maſter's leave) to fit down at table with them. 
We dined heartily, the wine and punch went merrily 
round, and my maſter, the captain, with two more 
that were paſſengers, began to be in high mirth, when 


word was brought that the captain's lady (as the meſ- 


ſenger called her) would be on board in an hour to 
take her leave of him. My maſter upon this meſſage 
began to be merry with the captain; I wonder, ſaid 
he, that you ſea-faring men will venture upon wives, 
Why ſo? replied the captain, Why fo? return- 
ed the maſter, becauſe in my opinion it ſhould put 
you in mind of Cuckolds Point as you went by water: 
your abſence gives them ſuch a conveniency, that I be- 
lieve few let ſlip the opportunity. Why, anſwered the 
captain, mayn't your wife,'even now be doing you the 
favour; has ſhe not time enough, d'ye imagine? The 
thing's ſoon done; and if they have an inclination, 
watching and reſtraint will dd no good: many an 
Alderman has been cornuted while upon.Change ; 
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I knew a Parſon's wife that ſeldom went to church, 
but took time by the forelock, and while the huſband 
(good man) was taking care of his flock, the good 
woman at home was at her occupation with her gal- 
lant, a rich young farmer. But the Parſon one af- 
ternoon being taken ſuddenly ill with a giddineſs in 
his head, was conveyed home before he had begun 
his work, and there ſoon found the occaſion of his 
pain; for he had been breeding horns, as children 
breed teeth, a little unkindly. But however the Parſon 
having witneſſes enough of his promotion in the herd 
of cuckolds, went to law with the farmer, and reco- 
vered 5001. damages; and yet he has been heard oft - 
en to ſay, that his wife's tenement was never the worſe. 
This ſtory occaſioned ſome others much to the ſame 
rpoſe : at laſt my maſter and I (the tide being turn» 
ed) took our leaves of the company, and wiſhed them 
a good voyage. Coming by Quckolds Point, my maſ- 
ter cried, Robin, why don't you pull off your hat to 
the gentleman in the window yonder ? I pulled off 
my hat very orderly, but ſaw no body; at which my 
maſter fell into a great fit of laughter, and cried, 1 
had been very courteous to the horns. I then, un- 
derſtanding his meaning, told him, that it was only 
for married men to ſhew their complaiſance that way 
and, being a little piqued at the affront put upon me, 
ſaid-I believed moſt married men were, or would be 
in the liſt of cuckolds. Why, how now, firrah ! re- 
plied my maſter, d'ye think I am, or ſhall be a cuck- 
old? Why truly, faid I, Sir, I have but little reaſon 
to believe my miſtreſs a ſaint more than an other wo- 
man; and to inform you farther of what I have ſeen 
to-day, I beg you would be pleaſed to go to ſome pub- 
Iic-bouſe, that we may not be obſerved by the water- - 
men. My maſter's colour began to change upon this; 
and being very impatient to be informed of what 1 
knew, ordered the watermen to land at Ratcliff-Crof7, 
and wait a while. | 1 
Me went to che Ship · Tavern and had a private room, 
: : | where 
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where I declar'd to him the whole truth. After ma- 
ny queſtions and anſwers between us, I ſoon found he 
believed all that I told him, for he turned as pale as 
aſhes, and the tears ſtood in his eyes. I then was ſor- 
ry I had difclofed it to him, remembring the inimita- 


* 


ble Shakeſpear, 


He that'is rollꝰd, not wanting what is Hole. 
Let him not know't, and he's not rob d at all. 


After ſome time being filent, my maſter broke into 
many extravagant words, and threatning actions; and at 
laſt I ventured to tell him, I thought him in the wrong 
to grieve at what could not be called back, and I won- 
dered the world ſhould unjuſtly caſt upon the man 
the ignominy that was properly due to the woman for 

her licentiouſneſs, * . TTY 
After ſome time he began to be more calm, and 
made me this compliment; Robin, ſaid he, I have ob- 
ſerved in thee a more than common underſtanding : 
Pr'ythee tell me in what manner I ſhall behave myſelf 
in this affair. I thank you, Sir, ſaid I, for your good 
opinion of me, and, were it my own cafe, I would 
not take any notice of it till I found her in the fact 
or ſuch circumſtances that even ſhe herſelf could not 
deny ; and for theſe two reaſons, Firſt, When ever 
it comes to an open rupture, you'll have but an un- 
eaſy living; and, Secondly, That ſhe may take it into 
ber head to deny it, and then the whole weight of her 
anger will fall upon me; and truly, ſaid I, I have too 
much of her ill nature already to bear any more with 
any manner of patience. 11 
My maſter reſolved to follow my counſel, and intended 
to make his wife believe he knew nothing of the matter, 
My maſter could not imagine who this gallant ſhould 
be, by my deſeription, for I had never ſcen him be- 
fore. We went to our boat, and fo home. When we 
came in, my miſtreſs aſked my maſter if Robin, mean- 
ing me, had been telling him any ſtories ? Stories, 
child! anſwered my maſter, what ſtories? he wy 

| to 
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told me nothing. Nay, no great matter, ſaid my miſ- 
treſs, but I gave him a box on the ear this morning, 
when he came back for the watch you had forgot, 
and I did not know but he had made ſome complaint; 
but I am ſorry for it, and will make him amends one 
time or other, This the ſaid ſo loud that I might 
hear, | N 
The next day, when my maſter was gone to Change, 
ſhe came up into the work - houſe, as we called it, up 
three pair of ſtairs, and took an occaſion of ſending 
my fellow prentice on ſome concerted errand. When 
he was gone out, ſhe ſat down upon his chair, and 
looked me in the face for ſome time. Well, Robin, 
ſaid the, I am very much obliged to you, that you did 
not take any notice of the accident that happened yeſ- 
terday to your maſter; and to make you amends for 
your filence, I give you this broad- piece to buy you a - 
pair of gloves, with this promiſe, that you and J will 
never diſagree again. I received her money, and told 

her I ſhould never take any farther notice of it. Sh 
called me good lad, and left me, 521 1 
My maſter had not always an opportunity of talking 
with me at home, ſo he / appointed me every Sumday 
after ſermon in the evening at ſome tavern or other, 
chat we might talk about the matter. At our firſt 
meeting I told him the ſtory of the broad piece, and 
the diſcourſe my miſtreſs and T had together. I ſhewed 
him the money, and he ſoon knew the piece to be his 
wife's, from the particular fairneſs of it, being the 
ſame he had ſome time ago given her for a pocket-piece. 
Now, ſaid he; Robin, I am fully convinced of the 
infidelity of my wife; for notwithſtanding your for- 
mer ſtory, I had ſome faint hopes it might have been 
a tale of thine, raiſed out of malice to thy miſtreſs, 
from her indifferent uſage of thee, n 
But now to find out this ſpark, that I may wreak 
my vengeance on him firſt; for to my ownfolly, N- 
bin, 1 muſt tell thee I can't find I ſhall ever be able to 
hate this ungrate ful woman, Some time after, my 
, "es. rafter 
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_ maſter was pretty well convinced that his wife had 
been with her ſpark to the Mulberry Garden, and my 
maſter had diſcovered who he was; he proved to be 
8 young attorney of Clifford's-[nn, The next thing 
we conſulted about at our weekly meeting was how to 
give them an opportunity of purſuing their amour at 
home. In order to this, my maſter gave out to my 
miſtreſs that he ſhould be obliged to go as far as St, 
Margaret's in Kent, to look after ſome goods that 
were landed there, in order to avoid paying cuſtom 
for them, and he feared the affair would not be ſo 
well managed if he was not preſent. - = T 
The Tueſday following was choſe for the day of his : 


ſetting out. My maſter gave me public orders to go 5 a 
to ſeveral places in his abſence, to look after the work- 5 
men (for there are ſeveral trades helonging to the „ 
making of a watch.) On Tueſday morning my maſ- 5 
ter got on horſeback, in order (as my miſtreſs and 2 
the reſt of che family thought) to purſue his journey: l 
but he went no farther than Hington, and returned ; 
putting up his horſe again; and went ſtraight to the on 
place of our rendeavous. N aft. 
As ſoon as my maſter was gone, my miſtreſs called thi 
me up to her, and aſked me, If I had time to ſtep a, fou 
little way for her. I told her 'twas impoſſible, being "wo 
I had ſome: work to finiſh, that I was obliged to car» ho! 
ry out immediately, Then the begged, I would call adc 
her a porter, which I did, and one of my particular to 
acquaintance, one well to paſs in the world; for a ci- Kne 
ty porter in thoſe days was a very beneficial employ: oe 
ment, there being then no penny-poſt-office, I told PA 
him what he ſhould do, that he muſt go to my miſ- tha 
treſs and receive the letter, and then to an adjacent nou 
. ale houſe, and wait till I came to him. According- * 
n ly he received the letter, and went to the place I ap- ob 
1 pointed. I did not let him wait long, but ordered my the 
matters, as if I was going about my maſter's buſineſs, = 
and went to the porter. From thence I took him a- * 
joag with me to my maſter, where we opened the let- 4 


n 
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ter, and found as follows: Dear Tom, tis an 
age ſince laſt I ſaw you; the cuckold's gone out of 
„ town for a week, therefore meet me at the old place 
„by ſix this evening.” Here we were at a ſtand, for 
we could not imagine where the old place was, unleſs 
the Mulberry-garden; At laft, we refolved to fend 
the porter to the ſpark, and briog the anſwer to us, 
to ſee if that would give us more light in the affair. 
Accordingly he went, and returned with his billet ; 
we made bold to open it, and found it contained theſe 
words, —* My life, I don't think the old place con · 
| venient, being a brother lawyer has diſcovered ſome- 
| thing of our intrigue ; therefore, I'll wait on you 
before the time, that we may concert meaſures ac · 
* cordingly. I am glad your beaſt is out of town; 
«« we'll add another antler to adorn his brow, as ſoon 
as J have the happineſs to ſee her who ſhall N 
ly command yours— | 
When my maſter 23 that che Wetie was to be 
opened at his own houſe, he began to demur : But 
after keeping ſilence a little time, he ſpoke to me ts 
this purpoſe: Robin, this letter has in ſome ſort con- 
founded our deſign, for what I intended to act, I 
would not, if ircould be avoided, put in execution at 
home, for fear it ſhould make too much noiſe ; for, 
added he, ſmiling, though a man has the misfortune 
to be a cuckold, yet he would not have all the world 
know it. I told him I was glad to ſee him ſo merry 
upon the occaſion, but begged he would not keep the 
porter any longer, for fear of ſome accident. He 
thanked me for my care, ſcaled up the letter again, 
and ſent him away with it. When the porter was 
gone, my maſter ordered me to go home again, .and 
obſerve how matters went there, and as ſoon as ever 
the ſpark came, to ſend the porter back to him with 
this notice, T hat the work was ready to carry ri 
whenever I thought fit 
I had not 3 at ly: a quarter of an hour ere 
my 8 came in a EW he went up ſtairs, — 
| . 2 1 


* * 
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did not ſtay a moment, came down again, whiſpered 
the coachman, and drove into Cheaf fide, I was at a 


loſs how to behave myſelf, but my miſtreſs ordered 


another coach to be called. When I found out that, 


E ſeat for the porter, and told him fecretly, that he 


muſt dog that coach, let it go where it would, and 
be expeditious in bringing me word. My miſtreſs 
came dawn in her hood, and maſk in her hand, and 
went off in the coach. I looked after her, as far as 
I could fee her, and obſerved the porter to jump up 
behind the coach, I immediately went to my maſter, 
and acquainted him wich the buſinefs, He hurried 
me home again, for fear the porter ſhould wait for 
me, and ordered me to bring him, when he came to 
the Pope's-Head tavern, becauſe he would be nearer 
home. 

The porter did not return in two hours: he told 
me, that the coach drove to York-ſtairs in Forł build - 
ings, and there they got out and took a pair of oars ; 
he went in another, and followed them till bey land- 


ed at Lambeth, and dog'd them into the White-Lion 


inn, There he ſtaid ſome time, to ſee if they intend- 
ed to go from thence ; he walked into the kitchen 


and drank a mug of ale, and in a little time one of 


the waiters came in, and told the cook the gentleman 


and his wife had beſpoke a roaſted fowl and ſome fiſh 
for their dinner, and had ordered clean ſheets to be 


Put to air, for as ſoon as they had dined they deſign - 
ed to go to bed, being the ſtage coach was to call 
them up at one the next morning. 

I did not think it altogether ſo proper to take the 


porter to the Pope's-Head to my maſter, but went a- 


lone, where I found him with another gentleman, a 


ſtranger to me. When I had given him an account, 


we took coach all together, and drove tothe hovſe- 


ferry, Weſtminſter, took boat, and landed at Lambeth. - 


We all went into the Whites win the back way, and 
I went to the drawer (as +. had before concerted) 
and aſked, if there was not a gentleman and a lady 
| | | that 
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that deſigned to lie there all night to wait for a fłage - 
coach in the morning; he anſwered in the affirmative, 
but added, they were that moment gone to bed, that 
they might be the better able. to riſe in the morning, 
1 aſked him which room they lay in, for that I had 
buſineſs of great conſequence to communicate to him. 
Why, that room up one pair of ſtairs, anſwered the 
drawer, and pointed at the door. Well, ſaid I, fetch 
me a pint of wine, I'll drink a glaſs, and then go and 
wait on iu mm lp tye att | = 
The drawer ran down for the wine, and in the- 
mean tune, I beckoned my maſter : up ſtairs we went, 
I ſer my foot againſt the door, burſt it open, and 
there we ſoon perceived the loving couple playing at 
Rantum Scantum. I ſhut to the door again, 
guard, that no one ſhould enter. My maſter laid faſt 
hold of my naked gentleman, and with the aſſiſtance 
of his friend threw him upon his back, clapt a piſtol 
to his breaſt, and ſwore he would ſhoot him, if he 
offered to ſtir or cry out. Then my maſter's friend 
took out a box of- inſtruments, and, with a pair of 
ſciſſars for that purpoſe, ſoon deprived him of what 
Seneſino and ſeveral Italian fingers want as well as our 
ſpark. The thing was done ſo ſuddenly, that I be- 
lieve my gentleman hardly knew his loſs: till he felt 
the blood trickle down about his legs, He made ſe- 
veral attempts to get up, but to no purpoſe. My maſ- 
ter told him, he had better be quiet, for fear he ſhould 
be worle ſerved, (but in my opinion that could hard- 
ly be.) The ſurgeon (for it proved my. maſter's 
friend was no other) had all his implements about him; 
he managed his needle, his plaiſters, and ſalves, and 
finiſh'd my gentleman, and would have had him gone 
home ſomething lighter than he came, but he proved 
ſo weak with loſs of blood and the pain together, that 
he fainted away. | ' eee 48 Atl; ws 
My miſtreſs had hid herſelf behind the curtain, and 
did not ſo much as ſay one word; but in all her con- 
ccrn, ſhe took care to dreſs herſelf ; and when the. 
| B 3 | had 
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had dbne, ſhe ſat upon the bedſide next the wall, and 
ſeemed to be inf deep diſcontent. 

We had got my gentleman to himſelf again by the 
help of the drawer, who ſoon found how matters went. 
When we had done, my maſter ſaid to his wife, Ma- 
dam, I muſt confefs, I was to blame to diſturb you ia: 
your diverſion, but l own my fault, and will endea- 
vour. to mend it by leaving you together to folace 
yourſelyes, and fo I rake my leave. 

Upon this\we marched down {tairs, paid for our 
wine, and wekt to our boat that waited for us, and 
landed at the Sxeel-yard.. My maſter was very uneaſy. 
all the way home, and. we could not get one word out 
up ſtairs, locked. himſelf in his 
room, and remained alone ſeveral hours. I would 
have been willing to have diverted! his melancholy, 
but did not well know how I ſhould go about it. 

| Near ſeven o'clock in the evening he called me up 
| Rairs, and aſked me, if I had heard any thing of his. 
wife. I told him, No. Nay, ſaid he, if ſhe has any 
ſhame left, ſhe will hardly atteiapt to come again in: 
haſte. After fome time he went out, and did not 
come home again till twelve o'clock. He aſked me 
ſtill after my miſtreſs, and. underſtanding we had no- 
news of her, went to bed. FR 

The next morning he ordered me to ſend the por- 
ter to. Lambeth, to learn how they behaved themſelves 
when we had left them, He returned, and told my: 
maſter. that the gentlewoman went away as ſoon as ſhe- 
tound we were gone, and left the gentleman there, 

who was ſo weak, that he remained there ſtill, and 
lad ſent for ſeveral of his acquaintance. - | 
- In.the afternoon my miſtreſs's mother came to my 
maſter, and they had a long diſcourſe; and afterwards 
went out together. But l was never more ſurpriſed in 
my life, When he came home the ſame evening with 
Bis wife and mother. He vouchſafed to tell me the 

next day that his wife reſolved never to be guilty of 
an; fault again, and by her ſubmiſſion and the in- 
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treaties of her mother, he had reſolved to take her 


home once more. Sir, ſaid I, if you can forgive 


her, no one elſe has any thing to do with it; but, 
added I, I fear I ſhall feel the effects of her diſpleaſure. 
No, anſwered my maſter, that was one of my condi- 
tions with your miſtreſs, that the would take no no- 
tice to you of paſt tranſactions. Aud truly the kept 
her word, for the would not fo much as look at me. 

She continued very reſerved for a youu while, and 
never went out, but to church of a Sunday. 


In the latter end of the ſame year my maſter began 


to be out of order, and the phyſician adviſed him to 
go into the country for the air; and accordingly he 
took lodgings at Hampſtead, where my miſtreſs uſcd 
ro go twice or thrice every week to fee him; and my 
maſter told me (when I went of a Sunday to wait up- 


on him, to give him an account of the buſineſs of the 


thop) that his wife had been ſo tender of him in his 
ninefs, that he verily believed, he ſhould never have 
an occaſion to blame her conduct again. I told hi. 
I was as well pleaſed as he was. | 


About a week aficr wards, my miſtreſs.went in and 
out very often, and ſeemed to be very buſy, giving or- 
ders to my fellow- prentice for taking her a place in» 
the Hampſtead' coach as uſual. This happened'on the 


Tu-ſday, and I ſaw her no more that week 


When I went to my maſter on the Sunday follow- 
ing, he aſk'd me; if my miſtreſs was out of order, 


being he had not ſeen her ſince Monday laſt. Nor I 
fince Tueſday, faid I, but I thought ſhe had: been with 
you, for the took a place in the coach in order to 


come to you that day, and ſent out ſeveral bundles to 
be carried, as the uſually did when the was going to 


wait on you. 


My maſter was ſo confounded” with what I told 
him, that he did not offer to-ſpeak for ſome time, and: 
the ſweat ran down his face like drops of rain. At laſt 
ſaid he, Robin, I fear all is not well! My wife has: 
aartainly undone me. Come, hope for the beſt, = = 
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Well, my maſter reſolved, weak as he was, to go 
for London immediately. We took a coach, and ſoon 
got home; and there to our great ſorrow found my 


miſtreſs: had robbed my maſter to the value of five _ 
thouſand pound in Ban notes and money, with fix 4 


and thirty gold watches and ſeventeen ſilver ones, 
beſides her own wearing clothes. My maſter at this 
loſs funk down upon his bed. I went and fetched 
ſome of his neighbours and friends to comfort him, 
while I raa up and down like a madman, to fee if I 
could get any tidings of the thief. 805 

I went to give orders at the Bank to ſtop payment, 
but, to my great ſorrow, found the money had been 
received four days before. I came back to acquaint 
my maſter with my ill ſucceſs, and found him alone 
and gone to bed. When I told him, I could not hear 
any tidings of my miſtreſs, and that the money had 
been received; he cried, Robin, it is not the money 
that grie ves me, but the ill uſage of my wife; 'tis that 
has got to my heart, and never t6 be removed till 
death, I fat up with him a great while, till he told 
me he began to be ſleepy, and ordered me to retire ; 


but as I was going from him, he took me by the hand, 
and bid me good night. I found by his pulſe that he 
was in a fever, and begged I might call a phyſician ;. 


but he ſaid, he ſhould be better in the morning, if not 
he would ſend for one 

I left him and went to bed. | 
As ſoon as I waked in the morning, I put on my 
own, and went to ſee how he did; but found him 
o weak and faint, that he had not ſtrength enough 


to lift up his head. I was immediately running to fetch 


a phyſician that lived hard by our houle, but my 
maſter called me back, and told me it was too late, 
for, ſaid he, I feel my laſt moment approaching. He 
ordered me to fit upon the bed by him, he took my 
hand in his, which burnt like fire, and ſaid, Robin, 


my wife has killed me; I could have borne any other 
misfortune with temper ; if thou ever ſhould'ſt ſee 


her, 


Finding him willing to reſt, 


* 


Cayrain ROBERT BOYLE. 21 


her, tell her from me, that I forgive her, and 


that I beg ſhe would reform her life ; but alfo let 
her know that ſhe was the death of me. I told him I 
would not have him talk of dying for an ungrateful 
woman that did not deſerye the leaſt regard, but to 


chear up his ſpirits, and let me go for a phyſician, No, 


ſaid he, all phyſic or counſel comes too late; 


Pre that within which ba ſſles all their art, 
Sure means to make the ſoul and body part, 
A burning fever, and a broken heart. 


He had no ſooner repeated thoſe lines, but his ſpeeck 


by him, his eyes cloſed, and he expired only with 
6 W 55 

I muſt confeſs I was inwardly ſhocked, and the 
ſpirit of revenge roſe in my ſoul againſt the barbarous 
cauſe of his end. Sw, ety 
When Lhadalittle recollected my ſcattered thoughts, 
I went to a coufin of my maſter's, that lived in Cheap- 
ſide, and defired he would come and take care of his 


affairs. For my own part, I could not compoſe my- 


ſelf for two or three days: At laſt I went to my uncle, 
and deſired he would let me have twenty pounds to 
buy me mourning, (for 1 did intend to wear black, 


that my melancholy outfide might conform with what 


felt within) out of reſpect to my maſter's memory. 
Mourning, Bob! anſwered my-uncle, Why, if thy 
maſter's friends won't give it thee, tis my opinian 


thou oughteſt not to think on't. Yes, Sir, added I, 


] think it my duty; for tho' my miſtreſs uſed me ill, 
my maſter always was civil to me. But my uncle told 


me in plain terms, that I ſhould not have a farthing. 


I told him, I wanted but my own; but he replied, 


when he thought I was of years enough to manage 


my money myſelf, perhaps, I might be truſted with 
it, but at preſent he would take care of it for me. 

I was very uneaſy at this affair, for it began to look 
as ifahe intended to cheat me of it, and 1 did not ſtick 
to tell hin my ſentiments in a civil manner, but to 
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no purpoſe. 1 left him with a very heavy heart, and 
came home, I went to bed in the utmoſt confuſion of 
thought, yet notwithſtanding my diſcontent, flept till 
morning, I got up about fix o'clock, with a ſcurvy 
idea of my future fortune. About eight, my untle's 


man brought me a letter from him, in which he beg- 


ged my pardon, and told me it was only to try my 
temper. The man gave me ten guineas by his order, 
and farther told me, that his taylor would be with me 
immediately to take my directions: and accordingly 
before the fellow was gone he came, took meaſure of 


me, and told me, he would be ſure to bring my 


clothes home by twelve o'clock the next day; and he 
kept his word with me. SPS 

n the mean time J had provided myſelf with every 
thing elſe with the money my uncle had ſent me; and 
the ſame evening waited on him to return him thanks, 


Bob, ſaid he, I had only a mind to try your temper, 


and I find thou art thy father's own child, a chip of the 
old block, 5 7 * 

He would have me ſtay to ſup with him; and a- 
mong other diſcourſe he aſked me, what I did intend 


to do, now my maſter was dead, for he did not ſuppoſe 


I was maſter of my trade enough to follow it. I re- 
plied, I knew enough to recommend myſelf to any 
other maſter without paying any more money, My 
uncle replied, I needed not be in ſuch haſte, but take 
ſome time to conſider of it, and in the mean while, I 
ſhould live with him, and be heartily welcome. And 
to make his actions agree with his words, he gave me 
five guineas more for pocket money, and gave direc- 
tions for me to be with one of his clerks, a good - na- 


tured young fellow, that was a ſchool-fellow of mine, 


I was very glad of the occaſion, living with my un- 


cle in great tranquility the ſpace of a month, and all 
the time he ſeem'd to be very fond of me, never de- 
nying me any thing that I aſked him, | | 


One Sunday morning, before church-time, he call 


% 


ed me to him, and (after many profeſſions of ye 
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hip) aſked me, if I had never done any buſineſs for 
my maſter out of the wack mating trade, ¶ pretty 
well gueſſed at what he meant, and anſwered him in 
the affirmative, Very well, ſaid he, I muſt fend you 
as far as Graveſend to-morrow about the ſame affair ; 
and if I executed my commiſhon dexterouſly, he told 
me, it ſhould. be the better for me, 4 

The next morning I got up, and my uncle ſent me 
with a letter into Pall. Mall to a client of his, and re- 
turning with an anſwer, found him taking his leave 
of a gentleman that looked like a ſea · officer. As ſoon 
as their conipliments were over, my uncle diſpatched 
me away to Billingsgate, and gave me inſtructions 
what to do. I was 40 enquire for a ſhip called the 
Succeſs, captain Stabe commander, at Graveſend, and 
then to follow his directions. ; » 

As I was talking with my uncle, my bed-fellow 
thruſt a book into my pocket, and told me that would 
divert me in the boat, if I had not company that I 
liked. I did not much regard what he ſaid, but went 
about my buſineſs, got into Graveſend boat, which 


put off upon the inſtant, and had the fortune to light  - 


of good company, and one young man that was going 
to the ſame ſhip as I was. 

We were very merry all the way with little ſtories 
we told among ourſelyes. We got on board the Suc- 
ceſs about two o'clock in the afternoon, and the firſt. 
perſon I ſaw was the ſame man that I found with my 
uncle in the morning. He took me by the hand; and 
carried me into the cabin, and ſet a piece of ſhip- beet 
before me. When I had dined, he informed me my 
things would be an board immediately, I told him 
it was very well; not ſuſpecting any Hig. After- 
wards the captain went out, and left me alone in the 
cabin: I got up, and looking out of my cabin window, - 
found the ſhip was under fall At firſt, I began to 
be ſurpriſed, but yet was ſo ignorant, that I thought 
we were failing up the river, While I was ruminat- 
ing on the matter, the captain came and told me, my 
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things were ready for me whenever I would. I went pe 
out; but how was I ſurpriſed when I faw my trunk all 
that I left at my uncle's with all my clothes in it! I was BW 
in ſuch confuſion that I had not power to utter one es 
word for ſome time. At laſt, recovering out of my 1 
ſurpriſe, I aſked him the meaning of what I ſaw, 
Meaning, child ! replied the captain: Why, what's the po 
matter ? would you go fuch a voyage as we are upon pa 
without neccflaries ? What voyage? returned I. Why, 
to Virginia, replied the captain. At that anſwer I ſat fee 
me down upon my cheſt and burſt into tears, and had 21 
ſuch a combat in my mind that bereaved me of the 
z0wer even of thinking for ſome time. The captain 
indeed did all he could to comfort me: at laſt, I fan- 7 
cied it might be only a jeſt; but to my ſorrow found 
by all their diſcourſe it was but too much in earneſt. 7c 
The captain declared that my uncle had bargained i /i 
with him for my paſſage, and. that I was to be deliver- 74 
ed to a relation I had in Char leg - tuun, upon the con- hy 
tinent of America. I aſked the name, but he told the 
me one that I had never heard of before. hoy 
When I found I was certainly betrayed by my bar- you 
barous uncle, I fell, upon my knees, and begged the Ns 
captain to put me on ſhore, and I would find ſome f 
means to pay the ſum he was to have for my paſſage, 75 ; 
He anſwered, he was too well paid already to let me Gor 
go on ſhore again; and further added, I had nothing | 
to do but to make myſelf eaſy, for I was not likely to g 
ſer my foot in Europe, till I had firſt ſeen America. had 
I found it was to no purpoſe to entreat any further: on 
it is true, I had no averſion for the ſea, but rather an defi 
inclination; and if my uncle had made any propoſal ted 
to me concerning ſuch a voyage, and properly pre- N 
pared, *tis ten to one, if I had not accepted it. But nea 
in this manner to be kidnapped, for it was no better, ral 
and then the dread of being parted with as a ſlave us, 
when I came thither, ſhocked me prodigioufly. But arc 
being naturally of an eaſy temper, eight or ten days ten 
pretty well wore off my apprehenſions, and I began W not 
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be contented with my wretched fate, I ſet myſelf with 
all my diligence to dearn the mathematics, as alſo the 
work of a failor, and quickly attained to ſome know- 
ledge TI ſoon ingratiated myſelf with moſt of the crew, 
who inſtructed me in all they knew. if 

I mentioned a book my uncle's clerk put in my 
pocket, as I left the chambers that morning I was tre- 
panned, which for the firſt three or four days I did 
not remember: but putting my hand in my pocket to 
feel for ſomething elſe, I took it out, and found in it 
a letter directed for me, which was as follows: 


Dear BO B, | | 

Jj/ HEN you went to St. James's this morning, [ſup- 
poſing I would have read it the day I received it] 

T overheard my maſter diſcourſing with.a captain of a 
ſhip, and learnt that he intends to ſend you to Virginia, 
I could not underſtand the particulars, but enough to 
know the bargain is made. My friendſhip to you, and 
the barbarity of your uncle, obliges me to give you this (I 
hope) timely notice. TI ſhall leave the management 10 
you but whatever (teps you tate, I am not to be in the 
ueſtion : and I thought of this way to acquaint you with 
it, fearing / ſhould not have the opportunuy of ſpeaking 
to you. Farewell, till I ſee you again, which I hope in 
God will not be tug. | | A.M, 


This letter made me curſe my fate again; for if 1 
had had the good fortune to have read it before I was 
on, ſhip-board, I might have prevented my uncle's 
deſign: But it was my deſtiny, and therefore I ſubmit- 


, ted 10 it. - 2 


We met with nothing in our voyage till we came 
near the Canartes : when one cvening we heard ſeve- 
ral cannons fired, as we ſuppoled two leagues from 
us, Our captain altered his courſe, in order to avoid 
a rencounter with an enemy; for our ſhip carried hut 
ten guns and twenty men, beſides paſſengers. But 
notwithſtanding the captain's care, as ſoon as ever 
the morning dawned and the fog was cleared up, 
we found ourſelves within half a mile of * Fu of 
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. Barbary, + We were all mightily ſurpriſed, for the 


galley made up to us with fails and oars, being to 
windward of us. Our captain adviſed us to ſurren- 
der immediately, but the ſailors were for fighting, and 


were confirmed in their opinion upon fight of another 


veſſel bearing down upon us, whom they knew to be 


Spaniſh by her colours. All our guns were immedi- 


ately brought to rhe ſtarboard fide, and every body 
ready to engage, paſſengers and all who were willing 
to preſerve their liberty, 5 | 
The rover by this time was juſt upon the ſtarboard 
bow, and prepared to board us, We had ſome hand 
granadoes on board, with ſeveral other ſtores for our 
fort at Charles tun, and a gunner as one of our paſ- 
ſengers. He ordered ſeveral men into our main-top 
with grenadoes, and followed himſelf, and as ſoon as 
ever the galley came near enough, our men at the 
helm bore away, and fired our guns upon him, which 


raked them ſore and aft, and did much execution. ä 


Our gunner, above in the top, threw in upon them 
with his grenadoes, which we could perceive put them 
into much confuſion. But all this would not have 


availed, if they had not perceived the Spaniſh man of 
war bearing upon us. They did not make any further 


attempts to board us, but they fired their cannon and 
galled us with their ſmall arms. 


I had gotten a muſket on board, and had diſcharged - 
it as I thought, for it flaſhed in the pan, ang the noiſe . 
of the other pieces deceived me. I charged again, but 


then found by the rammer, that my piece had not 


gone off, However, I was reſolved to fire it: I ſtood. 


upon the larboard gunnel juſt upon the forecaſtle, to 
be as far from the enemy as I could, and fired wy 
piece; but being double charged, and a ſtubborn 
Jade, gave me ſuch a bang that threw me over the 


fide of our ſhip ;' my foot hung in the fore-chains for 


ſome time, but ſtruggling, with my head downwards, 


to raife myſelf up, my foot diſentangled, and I fell 


; 


plum into the ſea. 

* | Altho' I had learnt to” ſwim in England, yet the 

fright, the ſmoke, and all together, took away my 
4 PL, | un- 
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Rl anderſtanding, and I found by wy ſtruggling, that I 
had got within 9 of the rover, and ſhe that 
inſtant bearing away before the wind, they did me 
the favour to ſtun me with a ſtroke of one of their 
ears, and took me on board them. | 
They rowed with all their ſtrength, and the wind 
being in their ſtern, they inſenſibly lefr the Succeſs, 
who flatted their ſails, and laid by tilLthe Spariſh thip 
came up with her, and then we could perceive them 
both making after the' rover. | | 1 
The captain of the corſair was an 1ri/b renegada. 
and as ſoon as he was out of danger, he ſent for me 
into the cabin, and aſked me ſeveral queſtions concern- - 
ing our ſhip, where the was bound, and who | wasz © 
for he took me for more than a common ſailor, be- 
ing I was not in a ſailor's habit. I told him my ſtory 
as I have related in the foregoing ſheets. He ſhook. 
his head, and, with a ſmile, ſaid I was very ready at 
a lie. Sir, ſaid I; I am ſo far from lying, that I 
jumped overboard on purpoſe to come to your veſſcl, 
rather than to ſtay with them, chuſing to be a ſlave 
nearer home; than to go I don't know where with 
the knave that trepanned me: and to convince your 
honour of the truth, for Il honoured him much, here's 
the letter which my uncle's clerk flipped into my 
pocket in a book, for by good fortune I had the let- 
ter and book in my pocket when | fell overboard. At 
reading the letter he was convinced, he ſaid, of my 
| fincerity; and thou ſhalt fee, added he, notwithſtand- 
ing the bad opinion is held of us renegadoes, that you 
{hall fare the better for your confidence in qs. Sir, 
returned I, this accident may convince you that 1 
thought very well of your honour; for as ſoon as 
I faw your honour upon deck giving command, I 
thought you had the look of æ gentleman; though by 
the by he had a damned Tyburn face. 2 | 
I clarkt him up ſo well with your honour, that he 
began to fancy himſelf a hero indeed. He ordered 
my chains to be taken off, for they had done me the 
favour to provide me ſome, as ſoon as ever they had got 
7 2 C 2 me 
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me on board, and told me if I would turn Mahometan 
I ſhould have command under him. I anfwered him, 
I hoped he would give me ſome time to conſider of 
it, Ay, ay, time, thou ſhalt have half a year's time 
to conſider of it, returned the captain. He carried 
me out upon deck, and told my ſtory to his crew, 
who were mightily pleaſed with the relation, and ſa- 
luted me after the Mooriſh manner, by bowing, their 
heads, and clapping their hands acroſs their breafts. 

There were ſeveral other Eugliſh rene gadoes that 
were officers in the galley, but moſt of the common 
ſailors were natural Moors, The captain told me 
that he did deſign to make for Sallee with all the cx- 
pedition he could, for he had engaged with a Spaniſh 
man of war the night before, and had ſuffered very 
much in both his veſſel and crew : but he told me he 
would ſoon be out again, for he had another veſſel 
ready in Sa/lee-road to put out to ſea, We had before 
night loſt fight of the Succeſs, and Spani/h man of war, 
- that had ſo luckily freed her from the infidels clutches; 
and we ſteered for Sallee. 

Ten days after we diſcovered the African ſhore, 
within five leagues weſt of Sallee- road; and the wind 
favouring us, we anchored in the barbour by fix in 
the evening. The captain went aſhore, but ordered 
me to remain on board till the next day. 

T muſt confeſs I began to have ſome hopes of ſees 
ing my own country again, but yet I did not know - 
how to bring it about; however I reſolved to truſt 
providence. 

- The next morning my maſter ſent for me on hors; 
by a young renegado ſailor born at London, whoſe 
chriſtian name I learnt was Francis Cor bet, but had EX» 
changed it for Muftapha; a- good intelligent young 
fellow, and one that was perfect maſter of the mathe- 
matics. The reaſon why he did not accompany the 
captain in this voyage, was a violent fever when he 
ſet ſail, Taſked him why he could forget the Saviour 
of the world to turn Mabometan; he told me that . 
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zt better to truſt God with his ſoul, than thoſe barha- 
rous wretches with his body. I thought it was a 
pretty free declaration to one that was an utter ſtran- 
ger to him. 5% | : 
As ſoon as we were landed, I had the whole town 
of Sallee ſtaring at me; for the captain of the rover 
had taken care to ſpread my ſtory among them; and 
I had as much reſpect ſhown. me by the people of the 
town as he had. He took me home to his own houſe 
and uſed me with much civility for a week or ten days 
during that time he had carried me twice or thrice to 
his country-houſe, about ſix miles up the river. It 
was a very pleaſant place, ſituated ina little wood, with 
the river running round it, and no approaching to it 
but over a draw - bridge. At this houſe his wives lived, 
for I was informed he had ſeveral. 1 
Obſerving his garden, I told him it was but indiffe- 
rently kept. He anſwered, it was for want of a gar- 
dener, none of his flaves underſtanding that art. 1 
offered my ſervice, but told him I did not pretend to 
be a gardener, but I was aſſured I could ſoon make a- 
- mendment to it, with the helpof ſome of his ſervants. 
He ordered me to take as many as I thought fit, and, 
added he, becauſe I am impatient to ſee it in a better 
condition, [I'll leave you. here, I told him 1 begged 
to be excuſed now, becaufe ſhould want ſeveral things 
for my deſigns, If it be tools, ſaid he, or ſeeds of 
all forts, I have them here. Upon which he carried 
me into a little houſe, meant for a green-houſe, 
where I found every thing that was wanting, with a 
large quantity of European ſeeds and roots, I told 
him I was fatisfied there was every thing that I ſhould - 
want, The captain ordered me a bed to be made in 
the green houſe, and an old eunuch that underſtood 
French very well, to wait on me, with a ſtrict order 
that I ſhould have every thing I aſked for, but I was 
not to approach the houſe in his abſence upon any 
account. I told him I had no curiolity that way, and 
did not doubt but I ſhould ſhow him ſomething that 
| | | „ - would 
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would pleafe him the next time he came, which was 
to be 1n twenty days. - 

As foon as he was gone, I went to work; for gar- 
dening was what I always took delight in, both the- 
orie and practic. 

drew out plans, ordered my workmen, and in ſix 
days time brought it into ſome form. I perceived in the 
middle of the garden a puddle of water, which I gave 
direCtions to be drained; and found that it had been 
formerly a fountain, but was only chocked up with 
filth by negle&t, TI aſked the old eunuch if he had e- 
ver known it to play, and he anſwered in the nega- 
tive, neither did they imagine it to be any ſuch thing; 
for his maſter had bought the eſtate of an old Spani/\ 
renegado four years before, and he told him it had been a 
fiſh pond. I examined about the river, and found 
the head of the pipes ſtopped with rubbiſh, which I 
cleared, and by degrees the water worked thro' into 
the fountain, and out again thro' another conveyance. 
F obſerved that there had been figures upon it, by the 
pipes; I aſked my eunuch if he had ever feen any ſuch 
things: he told me there were ſeveral lying in a 
back yard on the ather fide of the houſe. I went with 
him, and found four ſmali figures of Tritont, and a 
Neptune in bis chariot drawn by ſea-horſes. I ordered 
them to be brought to the fountain, and fixt them on, 
firſt ſtopping the water, and then letting it looſe again, 
finiſhed my fountain, which play'd admirably out of 
the ſhells of the Tritongs, which they ſeemed to blow 
with, from the noftrils of the horſes, and the trident 
of the Neptune. The workmen were aſtoniſhed: to 
ſee with what expedition I had completed it, and ĩma- 
gined J had dealt with the devil. The next morning 
the eunuch came to me before I was up, and defired. 
I'd give him the key of my chamber, and be contented - 
to be a prifoner till he came to me again. I was a lit- 
tle ſurpriſed, and aſked him the reaſon : he told me he 
could not give me any, that being beyond his commiſ- 


fſion. Accordingly he locked me in, and went away. 


I began to ruminate about this accident, but could not 
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imagine the cauſe : I had no way to look towards the 
garden, becauſe the windows of the green-houlc 
looked wer the river into the wood, and the back, 
which fronted the houſe, had only painted windows 
for ornament, not uſe, In about two hours my eu- 
nuch came and releaſed me, and we din'd together. I 
uſed all the rhetoric I was maſter of to find out the 
ſecret, but to no purpoſe; he only added that I muſt 
be in the ſame condition again the next morning, 
This was ſtill more ſurpriſing, and 1 began to think 
by degrees I ſhould entirely loſe my liberty. The old 
eunuch imagining my thoughts, aſſured me there was 
no harm meant to me. This afternoon was my laſt 
day's work, and in three days more I expected the 
captain, About an hour before night I perceived an- 
other eunuch of the houſe talking earneſtly with him 
that uſed to attend me, who inimediately came to me, 
| and told me he muſt beg me to retire to my chamber 
that inſtant ; upon which I readily obeyed, knowing 
it was to no purpoſe to contend, 
I was upon the tenters to know the reafon of my 
confinement : while I was employing my thoughts a- 
bout it, I heard the voices of women. It ſurpriſed 
| me at firſt, but I ſoon found that was the reaſon of 
my being made a priſoner. When the eunuch came 
to bring me my ſupper, I told him he need not have 
2 made ſuch a ſecret of what I was locked up for, 
, for I had found it out; and then told him that I 
| heard womens voices in the garden, Did you? ſaid 
he, ſurpriſed; I'll take care they ſhall keep their 
5 tongues within their teeth for the future. He ſaid 
no more, but immediately went out, and returned, 
' and told me I ſhould hear no more of them. I was 
8 confounded with this odd proceeding, and my curio- 
5 ſity began to be more and more raiſed. 
When I was left alone; I began to examine my room 
where I was, to ſee if I could find ever a peep- hole; 
; and by good fortune found one made by time and ill 
| weather under the peat-houſe, I, upon the inſtant f 
t my diſcovering, made all the uſe I could of it, and ſoon 
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perceived three women in the walk with their backs 
towards me. They were ina Turkiſh undreſs, with 
their necks bare : one of them above the reſt ſeemed 
ro me to have a better ſhape and air than commonly 
the women of Morocco have, I don't know what 
came over me, but I ſeem'd impatiently to expect their 
nearer approach. Art laſt my deſires were anſwered ; 
for as ſoon as they had ſpent ſome time at my new 
fountain, they directed their ſteps towards my con- 
finement, and when they were near enough, I could 
diſtinguith them to be three handſome women; 
but one of them, that ſeemed to be very melancholy, 


ſurpaſſed the other two, at leaſt in my opinion, She. 


ſeemed to be about twenty, fair to a miracle, and 
much like an Engliſh woman. She did not ſeem to 


converſe with the ocher two, but followed them with 
an air of contemplation ; and I could obſerve her ſigh 


often. I never till this moment had the leaſt regard 
to any of the female ſex, no more than good man- 
ners and decency required; but I found myſelf in a 
moment full of aching tenderneſs for this ſtrange wo- 
man. Though I had no time for thought till the la- 
dies were retired, I then began to reaſon with myſelf, 
and found love, like deſtiny, was not to be avoided ; 
and the more I thought, the more I was plunged in 
this tormenting, yet pleaſing paſſion, - Let I thought 
it was very odd to fall in love, conſidering my circum- 
ſtances. 
was poor, a priſoner, and a ſtranger, far from my na- 
tive country, in want even of neceflaries, and, to com- 
plete my miſery, ſunk in one hour an age in love. 

very new thought ſeemed a thorn to torment me; 


yet notwithſtanding all theſe difficulties, a beam of 
hope would now and then ſhine through the thick 
clouds of deſpair, and encourage me to love on. From 
this thought I began to think with reafon, if a lover 


can be called a reaſonable creature, how. I ſhould ma- 


nage my paſſion, I began to reflect the Moors were 


jealous of their women even to a degree, and did 
not in the leaſt doubt but my Tiſh renegado had learnt. 


that. 


I had nothing to hope, and all to fear: 1 
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that part of their manners. At laſt I pitched upon 
an odd cxpedient : I determined to thew my captain 
an utter deteftation of all females; and in truth the 
uſage my poor maſter met with from his wife, very 
mueh lefiened the regard I owed the ſex, and try what 
that would do. This thought ſeemed to give me forme 
ſatis faction, and as ſoon as the eunuch came to re- 
leafe me, I begged he would ſup with me that even- 
ing. He accordingly promiſed me, and came imme- 
diately with my ſupper, and brought under his gar- 
ment a bottle of excellent Greek wine. I muſt confeſs 
was ſurprifed and pleaſed; for as 1 knew the Moors 
are reſtrained from wine, I did not expect any there. 
The eunuch told me, - ſmiling, that he had brought 
me that cordial to make me amerids for the loſs of my 
liberty; for tho', added he, Muſſiulmen are not allows 
ed to drink wine, we very well know you Europeans ſel- 
dom eat without it, and our maſter, meaning the cap- 
tain, is not fo ſtrict a Myſſulman but he drinks muck 
himſelf, and procures privately great quantities for 
his own uſe, I told him, I thought Mahomet order - 
ed his followers to abſtain from wine, becauſe an im- 
moderate uſe of it generally turned to immoderate paſ- 
ſions; but to take it ſparingly gave health and vigour 
to the body, and chearfulneſs to the ſpirits, He a- 
greed with me in my ſentiments, . and ſhowed he ap- 
proved of them by drinking to me. Notwithſtanding 
my endeavours to hide the rrouble of my ſpirit, my 
kind eunuch took notice of a concern in my counte- 
nance; and cheared me-vp with repeated glaſſes, and 
imagining my confinement cauſed that alteration, told 
me he would not have me take to heart the {mall a- 
bridgment of my liberty, for as ſoon as his maſter ar- 
rived, I ſhould not be reſtrained any more; for the 
cauſe would ceaſe, by the confinement of the ladies 
to their ſeveral apartments. I told him, with a ſeem- 
ing joy, that I ſhould be mightily pleaſed when that 
ſhould happen, for I abliorred the fight of them; wo- 
men were my utter averſion, and had been from my 


infancy j and that averſion was aggravated by the 12 
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ledge of their perfidy; and I thought it the greateſt curſe 
could fall upon that noble creature man not to be born 


without them. Upon this I told him the ſtory of my 


maſter and miſtreſs, and ſeveral extravagant tales of 
my own invention, which painted that beautiful part 
of the creation in the colour of the devil. My com- 
panion praiſed me for lighting the tex, and backed 
my ſtories with as many of his own knowledge. Be- 
tween our familiar talk and our Greck wine, he began 
to be very loquacious : he told me, his maſter, atter 
the mode of the Moors, had ſeveral wives, beſides a 
captive that he had lately taken, that ſeemed averſe 
to his paſſion, and all the rhetoric he was maſter of 
could not prevail. He did not know, he faid, what 
countrywoman ſhe was, but ſhe ſpoke very good H euch. 


I imagined this could be no other than that ſweet crea- 


ture I had ſeen: I changed colour; but to put it off, 
ſaid, A pox take all the ſex, don't let's talk of them 
any more. I am afraid, ſaid he, you love to converſe 


with the men, and that makes you flight the women, I 


did not immediately underſtand him, but he ſoon ex- 


plained upon it, and then I was no longer ignorant, 


I told him it was of ſuch a beaſtly nature, that I was 
of opinion thoſe perſons that uſed it ſhould be treat- 


ed worſe than beaſts, Why, replied he, it is ſo com- 


mon here, that 'tis reckoned a piece of gallantry, 
Well, ſaid I, 1 hate that action, even worſe if it be 
poſſible than the ſight of the female ſex, The old 
man and I parted like two friends; but before he went 
I told him he need not give himſelf any great trouble 
to lock me in for the future, for [ would take care 
of myſelf. Well, well, ſaid he, and ſhook his head, 


I believe I may truſt you. As ſoon as he was gone, 


] went-to bed, not to ſleep, for I had thoughts enough 


about me to keep me waking. I began to conceive a 


great deal of hopes from my diſſimulation. I ſpent 
the whole night in thinking of a thouſand expedients 
to forward my deſigns, till I had thought of ſo many, 
that they were all confuſed like a fkein of filk, pulled 


the long way. At laſt with the fatigue of thought 1 
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ſell afleep till fun riſing, nor awaked till I heard voices 
in the garden. I ran immediately and barred my door 
on the inſide, for fear of being diſcovered at my peep- 
hole, huddled on my clothes, and ran up, where [ 
ſaw my lovely charmer reading in a book, walking 
by herſelf in the alley that led to my, priſon. The o- 
ther women-were got about the fountain, admiring the 
playing of the water, She drew nearer me; but 
what was my pleaſing ſurpriſe when 1 heard her re- 
peat the following lines in Engliſh! | 


—My grief lies all within, 
Aud thoſe external manners of laments 
Are merely ſhadows to the tinſeen grief 
That Fell with ſilence in my tortured ſeal, 


I muſt confefs, the tranſports I felt were beyond ex- 
preſſion : ſhe had ſuch a ſoftneſs in her voice, and yet 
10 muſical, that it made my blood thrill thro' my veins. 
In ſhort, during the time I beheld her, I was in ſuch 
an ecſtaſy, that all my cares were forgot. She turn- 
ed up the walk again, but I followed her with my 
longing eyes till ſhe was out of fight: I then turned 
them into my imagination, and there beheld her ſtill. 

I was convinced the was an Eygliſb woman, and 
kept in her reſtraint againſt her will. I ſoon reſolv- 
ed with myſelf to find ſome expedient to let her know 
I would ſerve her all that lay in my power, if ſhe was 
diſpoled to accept of it. | h 85 

I had ſtaid ſo long ſixt at my peep-· hole, that the 
old eunuch knocked at my door, which ſoon railed 
me from ny pleafing thoughts, and put me upon a- 

nother taſk, which was to difſemble, I ſuffered him 
Ito knock twice or thrice before I let him in; ar laſt 
I opened the door, when he called to me to give 
me to know who it was: as ſoon as he was entered, 
I began to exclaim againſt him in a friendly man- 
ner; ſaid I, You promiſed me yeſterday that I ſhould 

not be troubled with the tongues of thoſe female de- 
vils, and I have, been ſo plagued with them for an 
hour together, that I was obliged io ſhut my "ou 
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ledge of their perfidy; and I thought it the greateſt curſe 
could fall upon that noble creature man not to be born 
without them, Upon this I told him the ſtory of my 
maſter and miſtreſs, and ſeveral extravagant tales of 
my own invention, which painted that beautiful part 
of the creation in the colour of the devil. My com- 
panion praiſed me for {lighting the tex, and backed 
my ſtories with as many of his own knowledge. Be- 
tween our familiar talk and our Greck wine, he began 
to be very loquacious : he told me, his maſter, atter 
the mode of the Moors, had ſeveral wives, belides a 
captive that he had lately taken, that ſeemed averſe 
to his paſſion, and all the rhetoric he was maſter of 
could not prevail. He did not know, he faid, what 
countrywoman the was, but ſhe ſpoke very good French, 

I imagined this could be no other than that ſweet crea- 
ture I had ſeen: I changed colour; but to put it off, 
ſaid, A pox take all the ſex, don't let's talk of them 
any more. I am afraid, ſaid he, you love to converſe 
with the men, and that makes you flight the women, I 
did not immediately underſtand him, but he ſoon ex- 
plained upon it, and then I was no longer ignorant, 
] told him it was of ſuch a beaſtly nature, that I was 
of opinion thoſe perſons that uſed it ſhould be treat- 
ed worſe than beaſts, Why, replied he, it is ſo com- 
mon here, that tis reckoned a piece of gallantry, 
Well, faid I, 1 hate that action, even worſe if it be 
poſſible than the ſight of the female ſex, The old 
man and I partcd like two friends; but before he went 
I told him he need not give himſelf any great trouble 
to lock me in for the future, for [ would take care 
of myſelf. Well, well, faid he, and ſhook his head, 
I believe I may truſt you. 
I went to bed, not to fleep, for I had thoughts enough 
avout me to keep me waking. 
great deal of hopes from my diflimulation. I ſpent 
the whole night in thinking of a thouſand expedients 
to forward my deſigns, till I had thought of ſo many, 
that they were all confuſed like a fkcin of ſilk, pulled 
the long way. At laſt with the fatigue of thought 1 


, tell | 


As ſoon as he was gone, 


I began to conceive a 
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fell afleep till fun rifing, nor awaked till I heard voices 
in the garden. I ran immediately and barred my door 
on the inſide, for fear of being diſcovered at my peep- 
hole, huddled on my clothes, and ran up, where [ 
{aw my lovely charmer reading in a book, walking 
by herſelf in the alley that led to my, priſon. The o- 
ther women were got about the fountain, admiring the 
playing of the water. She drew nearer me; but 
what was my pleafing ſurpriſe when 1 heard her re- 
peab the following lines in Engliſh! | 


A grief lies all within, 
Aid thoſe external manners of laments 
Are merely ſhedowws to the unſeen grief 
That Fuel, with ſilence in my tortured ſeal, 


I muſt confefs, the tranſports I felt were beyond ex- 
preſſion: ſhe had ſuch a ſoftneſs in her voice, and yet 
ſo muſical, that it made my blood thrill thro? my veins. 
In ſhort, during the time T beheld her, I was in ſuch 
an ecſtaſy, that all my cares were forgot. She turn- 


ed up the walk again, but I followed her with my | 


longing eyes till the was out of fight: I then turned 
them into my imagination, and there beheld her ſtill, 
I was convinced the was an Ergliſh woman, and 
kept in her reſtraint againſt her will. I ſoon reſolv- 
ed with myſelf to find ſome expedient to let her know 
I would ſerve her all that lay in my power, if the was 
diſpoted to accept of it. | | . 
I had ſtaid ſo long fixt at my peep-hole, that the 
old eunuch knocked at my door, which ſoon railed 
me from ny pleaſing thoughts, and put me upon a- 
nother taſk, which was to diſſemble. I ſuffered him 
to knock twice or thrice before I let him in; ar laſt 
I opened the door, when he called to me to give 
me to know who it was: as ſoon as he was entered, 
I began to exclaim againſt him in a friendly man- 
ner; faid I, You promiſed me ye ſterday that I ſhould 
not be troubled with the tangues of thoſe female de- 
vils, and I have been ſo plagued with them for an 
hour together, that I was obliged io ſhut my wor 
WO. : and 
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and run up ſtairs to be free from the ſound. He ſmil- 


ing, told me the fumes of the wine which he drank 
overnight had drove it out of his thoughts, but he 
would be ſure to give them a caution to hold their 
tongues for the time to come; bur then, added I, I 
may be ſurpriſed by them when I little expect them. 
No, ſaid he; I'll take care to ſend, or bring you word 
when they are diſpoſed to walk in the garden. again, 
I thanked him for his caution. He told me he did 
defign to come and dine with me that day; for, add- 
ed he, I thall not have another opportunity a great 


while, for the captain has ſent word he'll be here to- 


morrow without fail. Accordingly he came with a 
roaſted pheaſanr, and ſome boiled rice, attended 
with another bottle of Greek wine. | 

Notwitliſtanding my new paſſion, I eat and drank 
heartily ; but my cunuch got almoit tipſy, and fumes 
of the wine getting up into his head, he defired he 
might repoſe himſelf in my bed for a while, which I 
granted him; well knowing if he had been found 
out, we might both have ſuffered for tailing the juice 
of the grape. I had much rather he had gone with- 
in the houle to have flept, for 1 could not even think 
to the purpoſe while he was there: but he ſoon got 
into a ſound fleep, which I found out by his ſnoring, 
I then ventured to take pen and ink, and wrote the 
following lines, | | | 


a To the Engliſh Lady, | 
NAD AM, 
1 HAVE ol ſerved your melancholy air, and ather cir- 
eumſtances ſpeak you a p! ifoner here. The perſon 
that writes this is your countryman, and though in the 


ſame diſtreſs, yet has a heart and hand is di au ſervice, 


{ flatter my/elf it will one time or other be in my pou- 
er to effect our liberty, If you have. no thoughts that 
way, I am perſuaded you haue too much generoſity 19 do 
one a prejudice that would venture any thing to ferve you, 


Fon know the conſequence if this nute ſhuuld be diſcovers 
ed, therefore I beg you would deſtroy it as ſoon as you 


have 
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have peruſed it: and if you will favour me with an an. 
wer, with your ſentiments of what I have wrote, you'll 
find a ſtring hanging on the north ſide of the garden-bouſe, 
to which if you fix your letter, I ſhall be ready to prevent 
diſcovery of what may hurt you, and him whom you may 
freely command, 


I had not the conveniency of ſealing wax or wafer, 
therefore folded it up, and directed it To the EN d. 1s 
Lapr. When [ had finiſhed, I began to have odd 
and confuſed notions of the ſucceſs of it: Perhaps, 
ſaid Ito myſelf, ſhe may be contenred with her fortune, 
or be afraid to hazard any attempt towards her liberty: 
She may allo imagine I am ſet on purpoſe to betray her, 
and therefore, to ſhew her innocency, may diſcover 
me to the captain, I was ina hundred minds : ſome- 
times I reſolved to burn the letter; but at laſt love pre- 
vailed upon all my reaſons to the contrary, and I re- 
ſolved to try the ſucceſs of it the firſt opportunity, | 

In reaſoning with mylelf, and writing my letter, I 
had ſpent three hours, and therefore | thought it 
high time to awake my eunuch, who ſtarted up frighted 
out of his ſenſes. When he had recovered himſelf, he 
thanked me for breaking his reſt, for he was aſſured 
he was wanted within. And he nicked his time to a 
hair; for before he was got half way the walk, for I 
immediately got up to my peep-hole, I ſaw the ladies 
at the further end. He talked to them ſome time, and 
then left them, to go into the houſe. 

They ſauntered about the garden a good while, till 
at laſt two of them ſat down by the fountain, and the 
Engliſhlady continued her walk towards my apartment. 
Now my blood: ran its ſwift courſe, and the whole 
frame of my body felt violent emotions. I thought 
this was a fair opportunity, and yet was fearful to 
make uſe-on't. But muſtering all my ſpirits, I ventur- 
ed, and when. ſhe was within twenty paces of the 
green-hauſe; 1 dartcd the letter, and by good fortune 
it fell in the middle of the gravel walk, fo that it was 
almoſt unpoſible to miſs on't; but had it happened 
e 1 otherwiſe, 
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otherwiſe, T had time enough to run down and take 
it up before any one elſe could diſcover it, She conti- 


nued her walk, and when ſhe came at it, ſhe kicked 
it with her foot once or twice, and at laſt took it up. 


She was reading in a book, as ſhe was the day before; 


could perceive her open. it, and ſpread the note upon 
her book, ſo that no one could tell but that ſhe was 
reading. It is impoſſible to expreſs the anxiety I lay 
under all this while: But I began to be a little more 
compoſed, when J obſerved her tearing the letter into 
very ſmall pieces, and ſcattering them in ſeveral places 
of the garden. She had not walked far, but ſhe return - 
ed, and view'd the green-houſe with a great deal of re- 
gard, and, to my imagination, wanted to come to the 
north-ſide of it, as mentioned in the note, yet ſeemed 


fearful; often looking back, and not fully confirmed 


in her reſolution, at laſt went unwillingly to the reſt of 
the ladies. This gave me ſome hopes that ſhe received 
the letter kindly, and that I ſhould hear from her ſoon. 

I obſerved the fat by the fountain very intent upon 
her book, which did not much pleaſe me. In about 


a quarter of an hour ſhe got up, and came towards 


the green houſe again When I ſaw her coming, 1 


ran down ſtairs and fixt a pack thread, to the top of 


the window, for fear if ſhe ſhould take courage, and 


come to that ſide, not ſeeing the pack thread, ſhe might 


oo 


be ſtartled, and perſuade herſelf there was nothing in't. 
1 had placed it and got up to my peep-hole before ſhe 
had reached the ſouth ſide. But coming cloſe to the 
wall, I could not ſee, by reaſon the ſmalneſs of the 
hole cut off my fight. But in leſs than a minute I diſ- 
covered her walking back again, and ſometimes turn- 
ing to view the place of my retirement. As ſoon as 


ſhe had got to the top of the walk, for I had not power 


to ſtir before, I went down, and pulling in the pack- 
thread, found a piece of paper tied to it. I untied it 
with a great deal of expectation and impatience, and 
found theſe words wrote with a pencil, upon a clean 
lcaf of a book, which I ſuppoſe ſhe had torn from 
hat ſhe had been reading in. | 

| T was 
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I Was much ſurpriſed when. I peruſed a note I found 


in the walk of the garden, as believing it directed 10 
me. I confeſs I am a perſon in diſtreſs, but know not 


how to take the word of a ſtranger, and one [ never ſaw, 


who per haps is no more than a ſpy upon my actions, and 


what the note contained may be by order of him whe 


pretends to tyrannize over me, becauſe I am in his pow-, 
er ; and ſeeks this way to find out my inclinations, 2 


pretences to uſe me worſe. Therefore Til expect a far- 


ther aſſurance in half an hour from the ſame place, and 
PII take an opportunity to convey my real ſentiments back 
agaitl, 


The joy I felt at reading this pote-carmot be expref- 
ſed in words, I ſat me down, and wrote the follow- 
ing anſwer, 


M AD AM, e 
7 O tell you the motive to ſerve you, may convince you 
of my ſincerity, which Pl let alone till I have the fa- 
Vour of ſpeaking io you, if ever I am ſo happy. You 
have heard, no doubt, of the perſon that the maſter of 
this houſe brought from Sallee, who is the ſame that is 
willing and proud to ſerye you. By him that died upon 
the croſs for our ſins, I am ſincere in what I write 10 yo!t; 
and if I cannot ſerve you, it will be the greateſt grief 
can happen to one who ſhall ever be yours. N. B. 


When I had wrote this, I went to the uſual place, 
and ſaw my charmer very near me. I threw it down 
as betore; ſhe readily took it up, and walked back a- 
gain, tearing the note when ſhe read it, as ſhe did 
the former, . and went into the houſe. Juſt as ſhe 
was got within the gate, the other-eunuch came our, 
not my friendly eunuch, and as he was walking along, I 
obſerved him picking up the pieces of the torn notes. 
If any one had obſerved my countenance at this aCti- 
on, they might have diſcovered the utmoſt confuſidn 
there. I thought we were certainly undone, . and 
could not tell how to behave myſelf, I ſometimes 
re pented of the affair, but yer L always found my con- 
| | . cern 
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cern was more for her whom I loved, than for my- 
ſelf. As ſoon as he had picked up all he could find, 
he returned with my hearty curſe, and wiſhes that he 
might be obliged to ſwallow them down his throat 
for a penance. 

I don't know when TI ſhould have recovered out of 
my. fit of confuſion, if the fight of my bliſs had not 
done it. She went to the fountain, fat her down up- 
on the margin, and ſpent fome time there, then roſe 
and made to my apartment; ſhe took two or three 
turns with a book in her hand, but at laſt went out 
of ſight as before. I ſaid till I ſaw her in the walks 
again, and then run down, where I found another 
writ with ink, as follows. | 9 1 


AM convinc'd of your ſincerity, and ſhall wholly re- 

ly upon your endeavours to help me. If we ſucceed, 

and get our liberty, I have it in my pawer to reward 
you when we arrive in England. As we are two un- 
happy perſons, I ſhould not be diſpleaſed to ſee the man 
that I own an obligation to, even in his intention to ſcrve 
me. I have liberty enough, I mean as far as my bounds, 
and am not over chſeh watched. The captain, who 
200k me priſoner, has hitherto uſed me very ctvilly, and 

i only troubleſome when he tells me he loves me. I 


have kept him from being too violent, by ſhewing bim a 


little civility ſometimes, but how long he will continue 
within the prin of modeſty I can't tell. Tii that makes 
me dread his preſence, and the ſooner I am out of his 
power, the ſooner I ſhall breathe the air of content, 
which is the wiſh of Your humble ſervant, 


At the reading of this paper, my heart ran over 


with contentment ; and had it not been for the fear 


of what would happen about the pieces of the letter 
that were pick'd up by the curſed eunuch, I ſhould not 
have known how to have contained my tranſports ; but 
the' thought of that; like water on a fire, dampt my 
joy. I paſt my time between hopes and fears, till my 
cunuch came to ſup with me. I had torn my letter 
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into many pieces, and had diſpoſed of all the frag- 
ments that had any writing on it; but two or three 
ſmall bits of plain paper lay under foot. As ſoon as 
ever my eunuch ſpied them, he picked them up, and 
ſaid, I did not do well to trade upon paper; for, add- 
ed he, if Achmat had ſeen you, meaning the other 
eunuch, he would have been in a ſtrange paſſion. He 
has chid the lady that my maſter brought home laſt, 
very ſeverely, for throwing pieces of paper about the gar- 
den, well knowing it covld only be ſhe that had done't, 
becauſe the reſt were all Mahometans, and know the 
virtue of it, I aſked the reaſon of all this buſtle, a- 
bout a thing we Europeans put to the moſt ſervile uſes. + 
He told me, with ſome intreaty at laſt, that all true 
Muſſulmen have a great deal of regard for bits of pa- 
per, becauſe the name of God, or their prophet, may 
be wrote upon it; and they have a tradition, that 


judgment, to be inhabitants of the ever · bleſſed manſi- 
ons, there will be no other way to come to their pro- 
phetMahomet, but over a large red hot iron grate, which 
they muſt walk over barefoot. And therefore, upon 
the inſtant as they are going to ſtep upon the grate, 
all the pieces of paper they have picked up during their 
reſidence in this world will run and place themſelves 
of their own accord under their feet, ſo that they will 
be enabled to get to their prophet without much dit- 
ficulty, This whimſical ſtory fet my heart at reſt, 
and we ſupped chearfully, emptied our flaſk of wine, 
which held two quarts, and took our leaves, I went 
to bed, and felt ſuch a calm in my mind, that I did 
lie long awake, but continued ſleeping till ten o'clock 
the next day. I was ſurpriſed, and vexed I had reſted 
fo long, when I conſidered perhaps that I had loſt ſight 
of my love, I dreſſed myſelf, and took a walk in the 
garden, finding the coaſt clear as I thought. The fun 
being pretty warm, I retired to a little ſhade made by 
a few laurel trees ; but was much ſurpriſed to find her 
that was ever in my thoughts, fittipg under the ſhade in 
a thoughtful poſture. She turned her head at the 
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noiſe I made in approaching her, and was run- 
ning away. I plucked up, wich much ado, courage 
enough to ſpeak to her; Madam, ſaid I, I would not 
have you be under any apprehenſion. If I had known 
you had been here, I would not have diſturbed you. 
I will only inform you, that I am the perſon that has 
vowed to ſerve you to the utmoſt of my power. Sir, 
anſwered ſhe, I am not at all diſpleaſed at this inter- 
view, which is merely chance; on the contrary, I am 
pleaſed to fee the perſon whom I once hope to be o- 
bliged to for my liberty, and wiſh we could often meet 


ſwered I, if you'll condeſcend ſo far, I don't doubt 
but to find opportunities enough. I told her of my 
pot with the eunuch, and I had ſome hopes it might 


my conduct hitherto. She added, that ſhe would 
take hold of all opportunities to walk in the garden, 
where I had informed her, I could ſee her without 
being ſeen, and ſo we parted, for fear of being dil- 
covered. She went into the houſe, and I went back to 
my dwelling, and in leſs than half an hour the cap- 
tain arrived, He came to fetch me to dinner, and 
told me I had worked by magic, or I could never 
Have done what I did. He told me hethought him- 
ſelf much obliged to me, and that I ſhould find it. I 
anſwered him, I was convinced it was but my duty to 


he pleaſed I would make farther improvements. He 
made me a great many compliments in his way, and 
declared he would leave it to my better judgment, 
By this time dinner was ready, and I was ordered to 
ft down at table with him; for though he had turn- 
ed Mahometan, yet he eat as we do in Europe, not on 
the ground uporr carpets as the Aſiatics and Africans do. 


and we drank plentifully of his Greek wine, He told 
me he had a diſpenfation from the Mufti to drink 
wine, and ſmiled. | I anſwered, 1 believed the crime 
was pardonable by Mubomet, if it was drank with mo- 

| deration. 
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deration. For my part, I don't think, faid J, reli- 
gion conſiſts in caſtigation and penance; and I am 
convinced that an upright man, let him be ew, Turk, 
or Chriſtian, may find his way to heaven, We had 
ſeveral diſcourſes at dinner about religion, but I ſoon 
diſcovered the captain knew very little of any; and I 
am of the opinion that very few of the renegados think 
of religion: their motive to change is eaſe and inte- 
reſt, But this is a digreſſion. 

When dinner was over, we walked in the garden, 
and 1 ſhowed the captain what improvements I had 
deſign'd ro make. He approved of every thing I ſaid, 
and informed me that he had heard from Mirza the 
cunuch my abborrence of women. But he adviſed 
me to keep my ſentiments ſecret: for when you ab- 
jure, ſaid he, the Mooriſh women will make you feel 
their reſentments. Bur 'tis odd, continued he, that 
one of your youth and make, ſhould take ſuch an 


* averſion to the female ſex, I told him I had very 


good reaſons for my hatred, and even my mother 
was odious to me, though ſhe brought me into the 
world. Well but, added the captain, time and a fair 
face may make great alterations, I told him I was 
very well aſſured I ſhould carry my reſentmeat to the 
grave, I fancy, ſaid he, I have an Engliſh woman, 
a ſlave of mine, that I have lately taken, would make 
you change your ſentiments, if you faw her. Sir, 
anſwered 1, I would be willing to ſtand the trial to 
convince you to the contrary, though I would as ſoon 
look upon a ſerpent with my will. Well, ſaid he, 1 
have not learned the ſtriftneſs of the Moors, in keep- 
ing women without being feen; or if I had, your a- 
verſion to them would convince me I have not much 
to fear. He deſired me to walk a while ia the garden, 
and he would be with me again immediately. Upon 
this he left me, and went into the houfe, and return- 
ed in five minutes. Come, ſaid he, I have ordered 
my women to walk in the garden, and you and I will 
abſcond behind theſe laurels, where we may ſee them, 
and not be ſeen. We had not fat long before we 
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could perceive three women coming towards us. The 


two firſt were very handſome, a little inclining to fat, 


one ſeemed to be about thirty, and the other twenty- 
one, according to my gueſs, and” not ſo fair as our 
Engliſh women ; but the third was ſhe I looked for. 
All my circumſpection could not avoid my feeling a 
ſudden flow of my blood riſe into my face, which 
my captain obſerved, Well ſaid he, when they were 
walked out of hearing, I have taken notice of your 
diſorder, and perceive your real averſion is unſur- 
mountable, which I am not ſorry for, being it will add 
to your liberty, I have no occaſion to have you con- 
fined when they walk in the garden, for I fancy, add- 
ed he laughing, you'll ſhun them faſt enough. Juſt, 
" anſwered I, as I would a creeping ſnake, unleſs it 
were to deſtroy them, and that the regard I have for 
you would prevent. The laſt, ſaid the captain is your 
country- woman, one that I took in a ſhip, my laſt 
voyage but one, bound for the ifland of Zant, I 
liked her ſo well, that I rcfuſed her ranſom, that a- 
mounted to five hundred pounds, and her charms 
have overcome me ſo much, that I wonld willingly 
enjoy her with her own conſent, for compulſion palls 
the joy. I have given her twenty days to conſider 


on't, and when that time's expired, if ſhe will not 


conſent, I am refolved to force her. | 

Lord, ſaid l, in a ſeeming paſſion, how can you 
take ſuch an extraordinary trouble for a thing thar 
does not deſerve the leaſt regard. If the reſt of the 
world were of your mind, ſaid wy captain, the wo- 
men would have but a ſcurvy time ont 
to me amazing, replied I, that men ſhould take pains, 
live hard, and run all hazards to come home, and 
ſpend all the fruits of their labour on ſuch trifles, that 


perhaps have not the leaſt tenderneſs for them, eſpe- 


cially in thoſe hot countries where women are given 
to be amorous, and yet have but one man to ſome- 
times a dozen of them and more, when perhaps a 
dozen of men would hardly ſatisfy one woman. Why, 


replied my captain, that's the reaſon they are 1a, 
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rictly guarded, we pretty well know what they ex- 
pect. Now, if I had not this averſion to women, I 
returned, I have a ſecret without witchcraft, to make 
a woman dote upon a man, How, ſaid the captain, 
have you ſuch a ſecret? if you'll let me know it, I 
will not only give you your liberty, but amply reward 
you beſides. Sir, ſaid I, I thank you; but as for 
diſclofing the ſecret, it is what I never can do; yet tis 
in my power to prepare you a chymical liquid, which, 
put into white wine, will do the buſineſs, though it 


will take up a great deal of time, and be very expen- 


five, As for the expence, replied the captain, I ſhan't 
value it, But in how long time can it be done? Not 
under one hundred days after projection, anſwered I. 


Upon this he pauſcd for ſome time: a hundred days 


is a great while, yet I think 'tis better to wait for her 
conſent than to force her. So far, ſaid I, I think 
you are in the right: and further, added I, you may 
continue her affection, as long as you think fir, by 
now and then adding ſome of the chymical drops in- 


to any tiquid the fhall drink, after ſhe bas taken the 


firſt preſcription, OT 

The captain ſeemed mightily pleaſed with my pro- 
jet, and aſked me what the charge would be. I an- 
ſwered, I feared it would be about two hundred 
pounds in this country, though it would be muck 


cheaper in England, where the things that I ſhould. 


want were eaſier to be had; but I told bim I could 
not give him a juſt account of the charge, till I faw 


the prices of the things I ſhould want. | told him 1 


was afraid I ſhould find it a difficult thing to get a 
ſtill, for that was the firſt thing I ſhould want. He 


anſwered me, he did not queſtion but I ſhould eaſily 


procure every thing I wanted for money, and he 
would take care I ſhould not ftand in need of that. 


He farther told me, that ſeveral Jews in Suilee had 


all manner of drugs, and he believed every thing elſe 
that I ſhould want. For fear of the worſt, 1 told him, 
I ſhould not want my drugs theſe fifty days, though 
I ſhould want the /til{ immediately, and liberty to gO 

| | into 


* » 
9 * * 
— 4 


46 Tus ADVENTURES of 


into the neighbouring woods in the night-time, being 
there were ſeveral herbs that I muſt gather by moon- 
light, and when the moon was in its full, in the in- 
creaſe, or decreaſe, according to the nature of the 
herb wanted. He told me 1 ſhould have all the li- 
berty I required, not doubting. I would make any 
wrong uſe of it. I told him, to be more ſecure, he 
might ſend, who he thought fit, to guard rhe. No, 
returned he, VII leave you to yourſelf. But you may 
take who you will with you of my ſervants, if you 
want their aſſiſtance. I told him I ſhould ſtand in 
need of them ſometimes. Well, ſaid he, you ſhall 
go up with me, and take what money you have occa- 
ſion for. So accordingly we went into a little cloſet, 
where was a ſtrong box, which he opened, and took 
out two hundred and fifty Spaniſb piſtoles ; ſaid he, 
if there is not enough, you may have more, I told 
him, I was aſſured there was too much. Well, ſaid 
he, we'll reckon after the affair is over. And becauſe 


it will be fo long about, I'll een take another cruiſing, 


voyage, that I may not think the time tedious, I 
was very glad to hear him ſay ſo, becauſe I ſhould 
have the better opportunity to work my deſign. Tho?” 
I diſſembled my joy, and told him I ſhould be ſorry 
for that, for I ſhould often have ſomething or other 
to give the woman he deſigned me to work upon, 

Well, ſaid he, Mi: za ſhall take your directions. Up- 


on ſaying this, he called Mirza to us; Mirza, ſaid the 


captain, you muſt obſerve this perſon's orders; what- 
ever he commands you to do, you muſt obey with as 
much exactneſs as if you were ſerving of me. This 
he told Mirza in the Mooriſh tongue, but explained 
it to me in Engliſh. Mis za alſo told me iu French the 
commiſſion his maſter had. given him, and farther add- 
ed, he hoped I would often command him to viſit 


the wine-cellar, I told him we would not want. 1 


adviſed the captain to let me go to town, to enquire 
for the fill as ſoon as poſſible, and to be known 10 
thoſe people that ſold the drugs. Why if you will, 

replicd the captain, we'll go immediately, upon 1 
| con- 


— 
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4 [ conſented. He ordered a horſe to be ſaddled for 

a me, and L went into the green-houſe to prepare my- 

; ſelf; and luckily for me I did, for I found a note fix- 

E ed to the ſtring, which my fair cor reſpondent had 
- taken opportunity of leaving, when the walked in the 

7 garden by the captain's order. The contents were as 

8 follows. 

; SIR, | 
4 Take this opportunity to acquaint you that the tyrant 
N captain is arrived, and has given me twenty days t0 

1 conſent to his ab»minable love. I hope you will believe 


me when I tell you it has almoſt} taken away my ſenſes. 
The time I fear is too (hors for us to effedt our liberty ; 
and if we do not ſucceed before the fatal day, I ſhall be 
the moſt miſerable wretch the earth contains. Let me 
hear from you, and if you can give the lea -_ glimpſe af 
hope to lull my ſorrows, fail not to chear the Ry of 
ours. 


How lucky was it for me to find this note It might 
have fell into the captain's hands, and then we had - 
been in a fine condition I had time to write but a 
ſhort anſwer, which I threw on the ground, and pull- 
ed in my ſtring; it was this, Hope every thing write 
no m9 e till to-morraw. I locked my door, and took 
the key with me. 

When we were on horſeback, our chief diſcourſe 
was concerning charms, philters, and witchcraft. I 
convinced him here was not any ſuch thing in the 
world; and my compound was the only thing that 
could do what was deſired. He aſked me if 1 myſelf 
had ever tried the experiment: I told him more than ! 
once; and related the following tale to him off hand. 

There lived in our neighboyrhood a rich old man and 
very amorous, but defurmed to the laſt degree: he was 
round ſhouldered, broad faced, blear-eycd, ſhort · noſ- 
ed, and his mouth as wide as his face was broad; a pret- 
ty object as one could fee, This old gentleman fell in 
love with a very pretty woman, a mercer's daughter o- 
ver· againſt him, but ſhe ſcemed to be the very off 
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ſpring of pride, and to think nothing leſs than a lord 
worthy to be her huſband, being well -affured her 
charms would conquer every one that looked upon 
her. She could not bear the thoughts of the old gen- 
tleman, and whenever he talked of his paſſion treat- 
ed him ſo ill that he was almoſt diſtracted. I went to 
viſit him one day, as I often uſed to do, for before 
his love fit he was wont to be very good company, and 
would make as free with his deformity as any body elſe 
would do; but I found him now in ſuch a condition 
that | began to pity him. I uſed all the arguments 
IT was capable of to bring him to reaſon, but it was the 
ſame thing as to ſtem a torrent. At laſt I called to 
mind this elixir, which I had never tried before this 
occaſion; I was pretty well convinced of its virtue from 
what | ſaw it was compoled of, though the chief in- 
redient is calcined gold, | 

This wonderful arcanum was found out by an un- 
cle of mine, that had ſtudied the ſecrets of nature ſix- 
ty years, When he was dying he called me to him, 
and gave it me in writing, with the moſt ſacred con- 
juration that I ſhould never reveal ir, nor cauſe it to 
be wrote till I though: my laſt hour near, and to de- 
ſtroy that which he gave me in ten days, for fear it 
ſhould be found by accident, and that ten days would 
be ſufficient to imprint it on my memory: I give it in- 
to your hands, ſaid my dying uncle, becauſe 1 find 
thy underſtanding exceeds thy years, and thy averſion 
for women will never let thee make an ill uſe of the va- 
luable ſecret; and further added, that the charge 
would deter me from doing it upon any flight occa- 
ſion. TI took it from him, with a ſacred promiſe not 
to diſcloſe it, till on my death- bed; for if my uncle 
had recovered, I muſt have delivered it up to him a- 
gain: but he expired in half an hour. Sat 
l fo far pitied the old gentleman, and alſo having a 
defire to try the experiment, that I told him I had it 


- ” 


in my power to make the lady as fond of him as love 


could wiſh, if he would go to the charge. He told me 
he did not value the expence, but he had no fairh in 
AY _ charms. 
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charms I convinced him at laſt, went to work, and 
accompliſhed my affair. 'The quantity I made would 
ſerve a hundred years, and I had a bottle in my trunk 
when I was trepanned aboard, which if you had had 
the good fortune to have taken, would have ſaved you 
tme and money, 

When 1 had brought my old gentleman a bottle of 
my ſtuff, he ſeemed even then to have little faith in it; 
but I bade him have patience till the triak, All he had 
to do was to convey about forty drops in a glaſs of 


white-wine faſting, That, he ſaid to me, will be a 


difficult thing, tar I know ſhe hates me, neither will 
the ſtay in the company where I am. However I told 
him I wquld do my endeavour to find an opportunity ; 
ſo I orderd him to keep a ſmall bottle in his breeches 
pocket, for it myſt be warmed naturally with the heat 
of the perſon's body that is to give it. And in two 
or three days I prevailed upon a relation of mine to 
invite the lady to drink tea with her: I acquainted my 
old lover that he ſhould come in as by accident, and 
bring a pint of white-wine as a taſte of a parcel he 
was to diſpoſe of. Every thing happened as defired ; 
the old gentleman came in, and got an opportunity of 
conveying ſome of the drops into a glaſs of wine, and I 
had the ſatis faction of ſeeing her drink it This paſſed 
off, and we parted: but the poor woman in leſs than 
ten days was diſtractedly in love with the old gentleman; 
who took his opportunity, enjoy'd her, and after de- 
ſpiſed her. 8 

Now the nature of this elixir is, that if the doſe is not 
renewed every time the moon is in the full, the object 
beloved will fink into dull indifference again. 

My captain told me he thought I might have made 
my fortune by ſuch a ſecret. I replied, I had forgot 
to tell him, that my uncle made that one of his articles, 
that I ſhould never ſell a drop of it, and ] aſſured him 
I would always keep my promiſe, 

Ovr'\ſtorv brought us to town, and I was v 
much pleaſed, for 1 was both tired in inventing lies to 
amuſe him, and -riding after the Mooriſh manner, 

| 4 with 
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with one's knees almoſt to one's mouth; and there's 
no altering the ſtirruss. | * 
We alighted at the captain's houſe; he ſent about 
the town, and in an hour bought a complete ful. He 
(| went with me to the cvs that diſpoſed of drugs, and 
by good fortune, and a good memory, I remembred 
the names of a great many ſorts. I laid out ſome mo- 
ney hen, and told him I ſhould want a great many 
other ſorts, and larger quantities. Of this Few I bor- 
rowed a crucible, through the captain's intereſt, to 
melt the gold. as I told him. The things were order» 
ed immediately to the country-houſe, the captain de- 
fired I would make no delay, fo Il returned, and got 
home juſt by ſun-ſet. I immediately ran to my green- 
houſe to ſee if the piece of paper was there, but I 
found it was gone: this pleaſed me. 1 
I went to bed and roſe early in the morning, and 
ſeemed to be very buſy about the garden. I ent for 
my eunuch out of the houſe, and told him what I bad 
undertaken, for the captain; but I further added, 
if he did not now and then give me his compa- 
ny, attended with a bottle of he juice of the grape, I 
could not poſſibly go through with my undertaking. He 
anſwered me, ſmiling, that he had orders from his 
maſter not to diſobey me in any thing. But, added I, 
I have a harder taſk than all this, for I am compelled to 
have ſome diſcourſe with the woman I am to work 
upon, to find out her temper; for according to her 
diſpoſition I am to add or diminiſh ſeveral of my in- 
gredients. Nothing could have prevailed upon me, 
continued I, to have undertaken this hateful taſk, but 
the hopes I have of liberty; tor that is the agreement 
between the captain and me, if Iſucceed in my deſign, 
which I am in no doubt of, I ſhould be glad, return- 
ed the eunuch, you might meet with what you deſire, yet 
þ ] ſhould be ſorry to loſe your good company. I ſhall 
if with ſome regret, anſwered I, part with you; but the de- 
i fire of liberty, and indeed of revenging myſelf on my 
unkind uncle, which is natural to us mortals, will make 
me as expeditious as I can in my work. I ordered him 
; | ka to 
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to let me haven couple of ſervants, to go with me into 


the fields that night to carry the herbs I ſhould ga- 
ther; and he told me they ſhould attend me. 
I now began to think of acquainting the lady with 


ſome part of my deſign, and therefore wrote her a note 


to this effect. 


MADAM, | RE OR - ; 
12 to have the honour of con verſiug with you with- 
out fear, and even uuh the conſent of your tyrant. [ 
have laid a ſcheme for our liberty, that with the bleſſmg 
of God I hope will ſucceed. You'll ſmile when I tell you 
am io underfland natural magic: but I ſhall think no- 
thing difficult, if in the end I can ſerve one who may ever 
green or in en Org: 
In leſs than an hour I ſaw the ladies coming down 
the walk : I ran immediately up to my peep- hole, and 
obſerved the miſtreſs. of my heart ſauntring the ſame 
way ſhe uſed to go. Asſoon as I had diſcovered her in the 
walks again, I ran down and found a note in the rooni 
of mine; at- firſt I was unealy, imagining ſhe bad 
not taken mine away, which contained to this purpoſe. 
I Am ſomething revived at your ſhort ſentence 1 found 
upon the ground yeſterday. learnt your going 10 
town with the captain by a diſcourſe between Achmat 
and Mirza ; for I underſland the Moriſco tongue e. 
rough to pick out the ſenſe of what they ſay: yet had 
nat ventured to write, for fear my note (hould have miſ⸗ 
carricd, if I had not ſeen you talking io Mirza-out of my 
window, Only conſider my tame is very ſhort, and if there 
is no other way to avoid the captain, I muſt fly to death 
as my only refuge. Think of it, and fareuel. Let me 
haue an anſwer the ſooneſt, for doubi and e pect aliun are 
but lingring tor mentis. FRE | 


I wrote her the following anſwer.” 
MADAM, - 45 


1 write to you no more, and beg the favour you - 


ond deſiſt from giving yourſelf any further vie. 
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generally ignorant, yet they would ſoon have found 


work, ſaid he. Yes, Sir, ſaid I, I am willing to begin, 


upon any account whatſoever: if they ſcem inquiſitive, 
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I will bave the pleaſure of talking to you openly to moro oi 
and let you into the whole ſcheme I have laid for yuur 
liberty. But let me beg you to be chearful though re/ev. 


ved in your countenance when we meet, for fear we 
ſhould be.obſerved. | 
She came to the old place in an hour after ſhe had 

brought the laſt, with another note, as ſhe told me af - 
terwards, but reading mine, ſhe did not leave it be- 
hind her. BY 

After my eunuch and I had dined, I went into the 
neighbouring wood with two of the captain's ſlaves 
that were blacks : I loaded them with herbs of ſeve- 
ral ſorts, any thing I could lay my hands on, and 
ordered them to carry them into the garden. I had 
taken care to tie every particular herb with a ſtring, 
fo that there was no danger of mixing : theſe | hung 
in bundles upon the branches of ſeveral trees in the 
garden, and out we went again. In ſhort, I gathered 
2 good horſe-load of different ſorts, and ſome 1 laid 
upon the banks, and others I covered with earth, 
that it looked as if I was about buſineſs. 1 could 
hardly forbear ſmiling ſometimes when alone, not-. 
withſtanding my anxiety for the ſucceſs of my deſign, 
to think how ſoon I drew in the credulous captain. Then 
I began to be in a thouſand fears of his diſcovering my 
intention to ſome of the Mooriſh phyſicians, for tho? 


i was but an impoſtor, . we 
_ WhileIwas amidſt my fears the captain arrived, whoſe 
fight gave me ſome trouble. He came up to me, look- 
ing about him at what I bad done; why, this looks like 


that I make an end the ſooner : But, Sir, I muſt in- 
treat one favour, that you would not impart the fecret 
to any one of your family but Mirza, nor to no one elſe 


tell them I am only diſtilling ſome ſimple waters for 

your cloſet. I like your advice anſwered the captain, 
and will be ſure to follow it: the reaſon of my com- 
; | 4 | | ing | 
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ing down now was to take my leave of you. for I de- 


ſign to ſer fail to-morrow morning early, for Iam in- 
formed of a rich veſſel that will be in our latitude in 
ten days, from a priſoner that's lately taken belonging 
to Spain: I can't tell how long I ſhall be out, but I 
hope by that time I come back, I ſhall find every 


thing in readineſs. Sir, I replied, I don't fear but to 


accompliſh my deſign before you come back. Well, 
ſaid he, do you think you ſhall want any thing elſe ? 
I told him, nothing but now and then a gallon of ſea- 
water, Well, ſaid he, I ſhall leave Muſtapha behind 
me in town, who ſhall obey you in whatever you 
ſhall command. Well, ſaid he, farewel, and ſhook 
me by the hand, I'll juſt go in and give them a freſh 
charge concerning you, and then to town again. 
I was very glad to hear him ſay ſo; and he was. as 
ood as his word, for in half an hour he took horſe. 
He ſhook his hands at me as he went by me, and I 
heartily wiſhed it might be the laſt time we might ſee 
one another; not as I could complain of my treat- 
ment, for he had uſed me very handſomely ; and if 
it had not been in regard to the buſineſs of my love, 
I ſhould not have withed him ill. r 
Mirza came to me, and told me his maſter had gi- 


ven them ſo ſtrict a charge to obſerve my directions, 


that if IJ had a mind to diſpoſe of his eſtate, twas his 
own fault, for we muſt not diſobey you. Les, an- 
ſwered I, if ever you find me requiring any thing fo- 
reign to this affair, ]'ll give you leave to deny me: 
but there's one thing I muſt- command you fince I 
have the power, and that is to come and ſup with 
me, and bring ſome. of the nectar along with 
you, for 1 am really fatigued with ſtooping and 
walking in the ſun when I gathered thoſe herbs, Well, 


anſwered Mirza, I believe I ſhalt not find much difh- 


culty in obeying your commands; and I have one fa- 
vour to beg of you, waich is, that you will lay your 
injunctions on Achma, that he may partake. Said 
I. not to-day, Mirza, another time with all my heart. 
Nay, replied Mirza, it is not out of love to Achmat 
EY 1+. ye Þ that 


— 


54 Tur ADVENTURES or © 
that J defire it, but that he may be as deep in fin as 


myſelf; for if he ſhould ever diſcover me, I can't tell - 


the conſequence, Well, returned I, we'll find an 
opportunity. The hour of ſupper being come, Mir- 
Za arrived with a couple of flaſks. We eat and drank 
jo heartily, that Mir za was incapable of helping him- 
felf; but was ſo inebriated with wine, that 1 began to 
repent of my plying him ſo faſt. I was forced to drag 
him, and lay him on my bed. But how to conceal 
it from Achmat was my greateſt care; for I did not 
doubt but he would be wanted; and accordingly it 
ſo fell out, For about twelve o'clock at night he 
came, and knocked at my door. I was up, and 
thinking of my deſign. I opened the door, and un- 
derſtood by his ſigns, that he wanted Mirza I let him 
know by ſigns, that I had ſent him to gather me ſome 


| herbs by moon-light. He was ſatisfied, and went back 
again. Now Mt za kept the key of the gate, ſo that 


my ſtory was feaſible enough. | 
About four o'clock in the morning Mirza waked, 
but frighted out of his wits to find it morning; tho” 
1 ſoon compoſed him, by letting him underftand how 
I had managed Achmat. He returned me a thouſand 
thanks and told me, he ſhould never be able to make 
me amends, I aſked kim, how I ſhould order it 
to ſee this woman, for I could not go to work till I 
had converſed with her : and yet by heaven and pa- 
radiſe, faid I, I ſhall be more concerned at the inter- 


view, than at any thing which ever happened to me; 


and that was but truth, for my mind was perplexed 


between hope and fear, joy and anxiety. | pity you 
indeed, faid Mirza, and | wiſh ] could any way eaſe 


you of the trouble. Well, ſaid I, then let her come 


alone into the garden, as I am ſprinkling my herbs by 
and by ; for I think one woman is enough to plague a 


man. Oh, ſaid Mirza, all men are not of your mind. 


But I'll leave you, and hope to find you in better hu- 
mour when ſee you again. 4 


Thad ordered a flave to bring me ſome water, and 


| a large quantity of fait, to mix with it, only to amuſe 


them 
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them, With this I ſprinkled the herbs I had gathered, 
and I was very buſy about nothing, 4 
I ſaw preſently after the idol of my ſoul, and 
Mirza running before her. When he was near enough 
to me to be heard, he ſaid, I muſt beg you to excuſe 
my waiting on you for a little while ; for my not bein 
in the houſe laſt night, as uſual, has let my buſineſs 
increaſe upon my hands, that I muſt make uſe of all 
opportunities to regain loſt time, I told him I would 
not be his hindrance, but was very ſorry I could not 
have his preſence upon this occaſion, for | ſhould be 
in a very great dilemma. He made no anſwer, being 
the lady-was within hearing, but returned into the 
houſe, | | ; 
As ſoon as the coaſt was clear, I accoſted her with 
a great deal of temerity. Madam, faid I, the happy 
time 1s come, that I may tell you, without fear or 
danger, how much you may command me. Sir, an- 
ſwered the, I am convinced of your ſincere defire to 
| ſerve me; and as I have written to you in one of my 
notes, if heaven proſpers our wiſhes, and we arrive 
ſafely in England, I hope it will be in my power to re- 
ward you, Madam, faid I, the ſucceſs will amply 
reward me for all my trouble; and as one glimate 
gave us birth, it is my duty to do all I can to ſerve 
you, if L had no other motive. But if you pleaſe let 
us conſult, now we bave time by the forelock, how 
we ſhall order our affairs. Sir, replied the lady, Iam. 
convinced your un.::rſtanding wants not to be inſtruct- 
ed; and, if you pleaſe, I'll be ruled by you in every 
thing, Madam, ſaid I, have you any objection to be 
diſguiſed in the habit of a man? for added l, we may 
ſo accompliſh our liberty with more eaſe. I have no 
objection to it, anſwered the lady ; but how will you 
procure it ? Pleaſe leave that to me, I replied, and in 
leſs than ten days I hope we ſhall be out of danger. 
I then informed her of the ſcheme I had laid, which 
ſhe mightily approved, and told me ſhe thought my un- 
derſtanding outwent my years. I told her ſome acci- 
dents in life new-edged our thoughts, and if we ſuc- 
| | ceeded, 


ſee her change the diſcourſe. 
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ceeded, the inſpiration came from her; I obſerved ſhe 
bluſhed at my diſcourſe, yet did not look as if ſhe 
took ill what I had ſaid. But I was much concerned io 
I did not think it pro- 
per to declare myſelf any further, hoping when I had 
effected her liberty, gratitude would befriend me in 
in her heart. I obſerved, by her converſation, the 
had a large ſhare of underſtanding, and a happy turn 


of wit, In ſhort, this interview had fixed my heart 


entirely hers. I had ſeveral times thought of enquir- 
ing into her fortune, and how ſhe was brought into 


her unhappy flavery, but deſiſted, till we had more 


leiſure. She told me ſhe feared we would make our 


converſation too long: not ſaid the, with a look that 


ſhot thro' my heart, as I am oppreſſed with your com- 
pany;” but for fear we may be obſerved, I told her 
I believed we ſhould not have many more opportunt- 
ties; therefore I begged her to be ready in a few 
days to leave this hateful place, She anſwered me, 
that ſhe would wait with fore impatience my com- 
mands, and any hour ſhould find her in readineſs, 
She farther added, that ſhe wiſhed ſhe might be as 
ready and as willing at her laſt call. 1 begged her to 
caſt off all melancholy thoughts, and truſt to provi- 
dence. Upon which we parted; with this her an- 
ſwer, that ſhe was ever reſigned to the will of heaven; 
and whatever ſhould happen, ſhe would do her endea- 


vour to make herſelf eaſy, even if it was the et” 
carriage of our deſign. 


When the was gone, I ſoon ue hs Goht of her 
increaſed my paſſion, if it was poſſible for love like 
mine to ſuffer augmentation. But it was love alone 
that worked miracles of old; it was love that raiſed 


me from ſupine ſlavery; for I muft own once more, 


if it had not been for this fated pafſion, I ſhould never 
have attempted any thing to regain my liberty. But 
even my love ſlumbered now and then, that induſtri- 
ous diligence might wake, and I was re ſolved to put 
the deſign in execution with all the expedition imagi- 


ob "a fear of accidents, I went on amuſing the 


mou 
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houſe, with variety of works for my preparation z and 
I was continually ordering the ſlaves to town, for one 
thing or other, to ſtrengthen their opinion. 4 
Mir ta came to me ſoon after. At his approach, I 
did my endeavour to put on a countenance with little 
ſatis faction of mind, but I am apt to believe I did it 
but aukwardly.; for as the face is the index of the 
mind, I am of opinion, a perſon of nice judgment 
and obſervation may diſcover a falſe paſſion, with as 
much eaſe as a jeweler would diſtinguiſh the different 
ſpecics of ſtones if we may call them ſo. Well, faid 
Mirza, your fiery trial is over; but I perceive by your 
countenance, your chagrin would willingly wear off, 
if you'd but ſuffer it. Why truly, ſaid I, I have two 
different paſſions ſtruggling in my mind, that is joy 
and grief, I am pleaſed to think I ſhall ſucceed in 
the affair I have undertaken; and yet grieved that I 
muſt be-compelled to ſuffer the torment I endure to 
help the operation. Confider the reward, replied Mir- 
za, that is to follow. I changed the diſcourſe, that I 
might not be put to the trouble to ſpeak againſt my con- 
ſcience any longer. Itoldhim I ſhould be obliged togo 
to town for ſalt water out of the ſea, and other neceſſa- 


ries, that I ſhould ſtay for, Why, replied Mirza, you 


may ſend for falt-water without being at the trouble 
of going yourſelf. I told him I was obliged to go in 
perſon, becauſe I was to take it out of the ſea when 
the ſun was in a particular latiude. Nay, returned 
Mirza, 1 am only concerned upon my own account 
for I have engaged Achmat to dine with you to- day, 
wich a great deal of trouble. Well, anſwercd I, I 
will not difappoint you. I'll ſtay one day longer to o- 
blige you. He returned me many thanks for my con- 
deicenſion, and went into the houſe to prepare things 
accordingly, | : i 
All the while he was abſent, I was contriving my 
ſcheme When dinner was ready Mirza brought it 
in accompanied with Achmat. He had taken care at 
ſeveral times to bring wine, and had placed it in a 
vault in the green-houſe. Achnat made his Mooriſh 
| | es | | ho- 


* 


—— , 


boar, only he and I, and I begged him 


58 Taz ADVENTURES or 


honours, and we all ſat down, Mirza begged I would 
call the wine a cordial, that the captain had given me 
bur I might have called it what name I would, for 
Achmat did not underſtand me; for Mirza was my 
interpreter, and with much perſuaſion we prevailed 


upon him to taſte it; but when he had drank one 


glaſs, he ſcemed to like it mightily, and ſoon aſked 
for another; and in ſhort, plied his hand to his head 
ſo often, that he was obliged to get up, and played 
fuch pranks, danced and ſung, and rolled about, 
that it put us in a fright, for fear ſome ſhould hear 
the noiſe he made. Which to remedy, I made him 
drink more, till at laſt he dropt down and fell aſleep. 
We laid him upon the bed, and did not intend: to 
diſturb him. i 611 COL SED 

I told Mirza, now we had accompliſhed this great 


affair, I had a mind to go to town even then, for the 


tun ſhone, and perhaps it might not the next day, 
and I was willing to take the firſt favourable opportu- 
nity, He told me, what I pleafed, now the job was 
done. Accordingly horſes and flaves were provided 
me, and away I went for Sallee, When I came to town 
I found Muſtapha at home, who congratulated me 
with the favour I had received from his maſter, and 
farther added, that he had given full charge to obey 
me in whatever I ſhould command, I told him I 
ſhould want his afliſtance- immediately * a ſmall 

to take his 
quadrant with him, for 1 ſhould want his art a little. 
We took the boat he had provided me, and rowed 
out of the bay till we came to a ſmall promontory; 
where 1 defired him to take the elevation of the pole. 


When he had ſo done, we laved water into a veſſel we 


brought for that purpoſe and went home again. From 
thence I went to the Feww's, and begged he would fur- 


niſh me with a Mo iſh habit for my prefent wear: for 


the people of the country do ſo ſtare at me, ſaid I, 


being in the different dreſs trom them, that it makes 


me aſhamed. He provided me with a very handſome 
one, which I packed up carefully that no one ſhould 


- 
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obſerve what it was. I bought ſeveral trifles of 
him that I had no occaſion for, and at ſeveral times 
other rich habits ; but one thing particularly that I 
hoped I ſhould want, which was a pint of liquid 
Laudamim. | 

I went to Muſtapha, and ordered my things to be 
got ready : while that was doing, I endeavoured to 
ſound him to know whether he had any thoughts a- 
bout his liberty, for I remembred at our firſt meeting 
he declared himſelf, as I thought, very frankly : bur 
in all his diſcourſe now, I tound him of a wavering 
uncertain temper, and therefore I thought it the wile 
eſt way to keep my deſign to mylelf, and go another 
way to work, I took my leave of him, and went- 
home. I unloaded my horſes, and took particular 
care of my bundle of things. My ſalt - waer I put in- 
to ſhallow pans in the fun, which in a day's time pro- 
duced {mall quantities of ſalt. I did not want to try 
experiments, yet I was pleaſed to ſce the operations. 

began to ſer my ſtill. on work the next day, but 
was ſoon interrupted in my progreſs by the haſty ar- 
rival of Mirza. Said he, we have brought a fine 
houſe upon our heads; yonder's Achmat won't be 
contented without more of the Francs cordial. [The 
Moos call all Europeans H arics.] I atked him how he or» 
dered him when be waked, after l had left them; he 
told me, he was o greedy after the precious lis 
quor, that he drained the empty bottles ; and he be- 
heved if Mabomet himſelf had made him a viſit, and 
Achmat had got a bottle to his noſe, he would not 
have bid him welcome till he had ſeen the bottom. 
Well, ſaid I, you know the liquor is not mine, but 
I'll ſtand by you in the conſumption of it. Well, if 
you pleaſe then, faid Mirza, we'll trouble you with 
our company to-night. With all my heart, ſaid 1; fo 
we agreed to fup together. Mirza, farther added, that 
the ladies had a mind to fee my ſtill at work. I told 
him they might do as they thought fit, but I would 
get out of the way; and accordingly he went to fetch 
them. The Moos iſh women came down the walk in 
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a haſty manner to obſerve it, but the Engli/h lady came 
alone as uſual. I had got on the other fide the laurel- 
trees, and took care to appear in her fight. As ſoon 
as ſhe ſaw me, ſhe cautiouſly approached me, and told 
me ſoftly ſhe wanted to have a little talk with me, I 
anſwered her, we had an opportunity very favourable; 
and then let her know how the other women were ems 
ployed, beſide we had the laurel walk between us, 
and I was out of fight from every body elſe. She 
told ſhe had ſome thing particular to mention to me; 
ſaid ſhe, we ſhall certainly want money to accomodate 
us with many neceſſaries in aur dangerous voyage. 
I told her what money I had ſaved for our deſign, but 
that we ſhould certainly have occafion for more, if 
we were obliged to go to Spain. That was one of the 
reaſons, ſaid the, why I wanted to confer with yoa : 
it is in my power. to procure a conſiderable fum, and 
though it is not ſo much as | have loſt by the captain, 
pe I have even a ſcruple to take clandeſtinely from 

im what I may lay is my own juſtly. 1 ſoon remoy- 
ed her ſcruples, and then ſhe tarther told me, what 
was in her power to take was chicfly in jewels, 'which 
would be better tor concealment and carriage than 
money. By this time ſhe obſerved the other ladies 
coming towards her, which the informed me of ; up- 
on that I took my leave, and abſconded. When they 
were gone off the walks, Mirza came to me 
to releaſe me, as he called ir, and told me the la- 
dies were wightily well pleaſed wich the view of my 
work and materials. I told him, I hoped they would 
not give me that trouble often: he anſwered, he 
would take care for the future. 

Now the crilis of my project was very near, I went 
to town the next day, and took Muſtapha for more 
water; and farther added, I ſhould want him a night 
or two hence ta procure water by moon light. fle 
wondered at my pracceding, but his maſter told him 
that I was ſomething very extraordinary, and ſuſpe&t- 
ed me of magic; but he alſo informed him that 1 was 
uling my art for his benefit, I told him I had ſeve- 
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ral materials to waſh in the ſea-water, in che full of 
the moon, which was at that time, and then I ſhould 
give him no farther trouble. From thence I went to 
my Jeu's again, and privately procured ſeveral ſorts 
of dried proviſions, as neats tongues, biſkets, dried, 
fiſh, wine, and a ſmall puncheon of water, and ſe- 
veral other neceſſaries, all to be ready at a, moment's 
warning. a b 4 

When I had provided: every thing I went home a- 
gain, and got an opportunity. the ſame day to ſpeak 
with my miſtreſs, I deſired the would be ready about 
twelve o'clock at night, with every thing ſhe had a- 
mind to take with her. She told me the. could not 
tell how to eſcape the vigilance of the eunuchs, for, 
ſaid ſhe, they lock me up every night when they go 
to bed; nay; every day, when they are not with me, 
| deſired her to leave that to me. I invited Mirza and 


 Achmat to ſap with me that night, for I told them. IL 


was obliged to {it up to watch my work, being it was 
coming toa head, and that I was to go to town before 
day. They complied with my requeſt with: a great deal 
of joy; and the hour drawing near, they locked up 
the doors of the houſe, and came with a great deal 
of contentmeat in their looks. We ſat down, and 1 
plied them with wine till theythought they had enough. 
For the finithing ſtroke I defired them to drink one 
cup of a liquor of my own diſtilling, which they ſoon 
complied with. 1 went and feiched a bottle of bran+ 
dy that I had procured on purpoſe, in which I had 
conveyed a large quantity of Laudanum to be ready, 
for this occaſion. I gave them each a good large cup 
which they ſwallowed, but did not very well like the 
taſte. I told them I had diſtilled that liquor on pur - 


poſe to keep the fumes of the wine, or Cordial, as Ah. 
mat would hav? it, out of the head. They were very 


well pleaſed if it would have that effect, yet deſired a» 
nother glaſs of wine to put the taſte out of their 
mouths, which I complied with. The liquor ſoon had 
its deſired effect, and a profound fleep locked up all 
their ſenſes. I with ſome fear took the keys out of 
1 _ Abmat's 


a 
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Achmat's pocket, and went directly to the houſe, and 
at laſt found the right key that opened the place when 
my treaſure was repoſed. Though ſhe found herſelf at 
liberty, yet ſhe ſhook with timorons apprehenſions. I 
encouraged her all I could, and hrought her the diſ- 
guiſe which I had provided for her. While ſhe wag 
getting ready, I retired out of decency, and got out 
my horſes, and an Italian flave, whom I had two or 


— three times taken to town with me: he underſtood a 


little French, and I had obſerved ſomething in his 
countenance that ſpoke him worthy of a better fate, 
J had not once mentioned to him any thing of my 
project, for fear of any accident, but I had ordered 
him to be ready to go with me that night. When 1 
came back I found my miſtreſs ready and ſomething 
impatient, I informed her ſhe muſt ſubmit to ano» 
ther diſguiſe. She aſked me what that was: I took 
out a paper of Onibre, and told her ſhe muſt permit 
me to rub it over her face and hands; which I did; 
but the pleaſure of touching her fleſh in that gentle 
manner perfectly put me in an ecſtaſy, which ſhe ob- 
ferved, for I could not help Toftly ſqueezing ber hand, 


She did not ſeem diſpleaſed at my tranſport, but yet 


I thought the occaſion ſhe had to make uſe of me 
made her bear with me. As ſoon as we were ready 


we went out, but I firſt locked the doors and left them 
as 1 found them. 


My mind was confuſed between 
hope, fear, joy and terror, and I did not doubt but 
the lady was in a worſe condition; but all my taſk 
was to comfort her, When I had helped her up on 
horſeback, I called for the Italian flave, and we both 
mounted, for I would notlet him walk on foot as uſual, 

When we were got ſafe from the houſe I began to 
aſk the /talian ſlave ſeveral queſtions, as where he was 


born, how long he had been a flave, and ſo forth. I 


found by his anſwers that he had no hopes of liberty, 
for he had ſent ſeveral letters to his friends in Italy, 


and never could receive any anſwer. Then I began 
to come nearer the matter, and gave him ſome hint 


ef our deſign, but with this addition, even death ſhould 


not 
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not deter me from the execution. He had hardly pa- 
tience to hear me out, but begged he might ſhare the 
ſame fate with me, and if he got his liberty through 
my means, he ſhould never forget the obligation, but 
1 might be maſter of that life I ſhould be the means 

of ſaving ; for added he, to live in ſlavery is but to be 


always dying the worſt of deaths. I ſoon found by 


his manner of expreſſing himſelf that he was fincere 
in what he ſaid. At laſt I told him all my deſign, 
which he mightily approv'd of, and faid every thing 
was ſo well concerted,” that with the bleffing of God 
it could not miſcarry. 


o 


When we arrived at the captain's town-houſe, we 
found Muſtapha waiting for me. I had conſidered we 
could not do without him, yet I would not venture 
to mention our eſcape, till we had him ſafe upon the 
ſea. * T ordered every thing into the boat, and to hide 
my diſguiſed lady, I told Muſtapha that it was a young 
gentleman that had been bit by a mad dog, and I had 
brought him to dip him in the fea, by the deſire of his 


friends that lived in the neighbourhood in the coun- 


try, which was allowed to be the only cure. ; 

When we had gained the main ſea, I began to open 
my deſign to Muſtapha, but was ſomething ſurpris'd 
to hear him call out for help. I immediately drew a 
piſtol-out of my pocket, for I had procured ſeveral 
pair, held it to his breaſt, and threatened him with 
death that moment, if he offered to open his mouth. 
1 added, that we had gone too far to ſtop now: and 
I believe, if he had made any reſiſtance, I ſhould cer- 
tainly have diſpatched him. When he found reſiſt - 
ance would ſignify nothing, he ſat him down and 
wept bitterly. I was really ſorry to fee him ſo much 
afflicted, and comforted him all I could; and, to en- 
courage him, I told him, as ſoon as we arrived at 
Magazan, a ſtrong port belonging to the Portugueſe 
upon the 4/ric coaſt where I had deſigned to ſteer our 
courſe, he ſhould not only have his liberty, but I 
would reward him with fifty piſtoles for the pains 
he ſhould be at. I farther added, I would not have 
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given him this trouble, if I could have found a poſ- 
ſibility of doing without him. He ſeemed to be ſatis- 
fed, and promiſed us all the help he could. I told 
him we would make the beſt of our way to Magazan, 
not being above twenty leagues ſouth of Salle He 
ſeemed very much pleaſed our voyage was to be ſo 
ſhort, for the wind was fair, and we hoped to arrive 
at Magazan in two days at the fartheſt, I had. pro- 
vided every thing that was neceflary for a much long- 
er voyage; and when we had directed our ceurſe, and 
were ſettled in our way, I defired the lady to take ſome 
refreſhment, and compoſe her unſettled thoughts, for 
we were now out of all manner of danger, I ſaid was 
this only to comfort her, for I was even in fear of of h 
the captain's ſhip, or ſome other Mooriſh veſſel, meet- 
ing us by chance; and the Italian put into my head a- 
nother fean, that as I had declared 1 was never at Ma- 
gazan, nor did not know where it was ſituated, he 
was not aflured but Muſtapha might ſteer his couric 
to ſome place that was poſſeſſed by the Moors, L gave 
Muſtapha a hint of it, with a promiſe of a quick diſ- 
patch if he betrayed us: but he aſſured me there was 
never another port between that and Magazan. After 
we had refreſhed ourſelves, I entreated the lady to 
acquaint us, how ſhe came into the power of the cap- 
tain, Now we are ſomething at eaſe, ſaid ſhe oblig- 
ingly, 1 hall inform you wich pleaſure, 
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T HE * 
T1 
Mrs. VI L L A I S. 


Y father's name was Villars, an eminent merchant 
of the city of Briſtol. My mother died when I 

was very young, ſo that I could never know the loſs 
of her. The care of my father atoned for the want of 
my mother : he gave me all the education that was pro- 
per to our ſex; * before I was fixteen my father di- 
ed. The grief and ſorrow I felt for his death, was not 
recompenſed by an eſtate of two thouſand pounds 4 
year, which he left entirely at my own diſpoſal; be- 
tides ſeveral valuable jewels of my mother's. My for- 
tune, I ſuppoſe, brought me many admirers; but as 
I was a ſtranger to love, I had no inclination to mar- 
ry: yet being peſtered ſo much with their company 
and courtſhip, I retired to a country-houſe near the 
ſea - ſide; and as I did not care to ſee any of my ſuitors, 
ſo whenever they came I always left word I was gone 
abroad, or out of order; and in a little time 1 got clear 
of their impertinence. 8. 

I had the misfortune to be a woman of buſineſs, tho? 
young; for my father had ſeveral veſſels at fea. © The 
captain of one of the ſhips that traded to Turky 
brought me a bill of lading, and I happened to pleaſe 
him, tho” more than I knew till afterwards. ' In ſhore 
he fell deſperately in love with me, but hearing my - 
averſion to matrimony, never declared his paſſion to 
me; yet by bribes and preſents gained over to his in- 
tereſt a maid that lived with me, who for a hundred 
pound had placed him in a cloſet in my bed-chamber. 
came and undrefled myſelf as uſual, and went to reſt : 
but Thad not been long my ere I found a perſon pull 
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ing down the clothes, and attempting to come to bed to 
me. I was prodigiouſly ſuprized and frightened, as 
any one, would imagine: I called for help, but no one 
came to my aſſiſtance; for the maid had taken care 
of that. I got out of bed with much ado and atempt- 
ed to open the door, but found I was locked in, I 
uſed entreaties to the wretch (who was diſguiſed in 
ſuch a manner that I could not know him, for he had 
got a maſk on) but all to no purpoſe; he ſeized me, 
and I was fo faint with ſtrugling, that he was very near 

accompliſhiag his, barbarous deſign, hen my other 
cloſet door flew open, for I had one at each end of 
the room, and there came out another man diſguiſed. 
My fear could not be well increaſed; but I was in ſuch 
a terror that I did not Know well whether I was really 
alive. 

The perſon who came out laſt ſeized immediately 
on the other, who let me go to defend himſelf. Iran 
to the door, and fear adding to my ſtrength, I burſt it 
open; but how, or which way, I cannot remember. 
I ran to the maid's chamber, and the noiſe and confu- 
ſion we were in alarmed the men- ſervants. I had ſlipt 
on a gawn ; and when I had got all the men together, 
I told them the reaſon of this alarm, They immediately 
armed themſelves, and ran up to my chamber, but the 
perſons were both gone. In ſearching the room we found 
a piece of a maik on the ground, and a handkerchief 
marked L. X. with ſtains of blood in ſeveral parts in 
the room, We could not imagine who they were; and I 
was 10 very much confuſed and frightened, that I did 
not examine the bottom of it that night, but wept to 
bed in another room very ill with the fright ; though 
not before I had given order to two of my men- ſervants 
to watch at my chamber · door. | \ i he 

I ſearched the cloſets of that other room, and un- 


der the bed before I would venture. And it being a 


room where my father uſed to lie, it had a bar on the 


inſide, ſo I and my maid went to bed. Notwithſtand- 


ing my fatigue, frights and fears, I fell aſleep, and 
when I waked in the morning, found myſelf very well. 
7 TY I began 
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I began then to think reaſonably of my laſt night's ad- 
venture, and eaſily judged, that one or both of my 
maids muſt be in the confederacy, for my door never 

uſed to be locked on the outfide before. I ſent for all 
my ſervants up, men and maids, and related to them the 
pight's adventure, But they brpught me word, that 
Mrs. Suſam was not to be found. I ſent to examine 
her room, but I was informed all her things were gone. 
We all concluded, that the was the oecafion'of the laſt 
night's plot. I did not think fit to ſend after her, re- 
joicing I had eſcaped ſuch a baſe conſpiracy; till go- 
ing up into my own chamber, I found à diamond 
necklace, a ring, my gold watch, and about ſixty 
guineas in money taken away; my eſeritoir broken o- 
pen, and a bill of five hundered pounds that was due, 
taken away. I immediately ſent to Briſtul to ſtop pay- 

ment, but was told, chat my maid had come, as from 
me, for the money, and had received it ſeveral hours 
before. We made the ſtricteſt ſearch we could for 
her, but all to no purpoſe. So gave it all for loſt. Six 
weeks paſſed on, and no news concerning my maid. 
One morning, as was walking in my garden, a ſailor 
brought me a letter, which was to this purpoſe. 


MA DAM. Io 95 
14 eartily repent of my infidelity to you. When I com- 
mitted that baſe action, I took ſhelter on board of a 
ip that belonged to my brother, and-now lies about ſix 
miles off: where the bearer will coudutt your ladyſhip, if 
you will be ſo good to come away immediately. The rea- 
un of my repentance and ſorr ow (tho a ſincere one) is 
at the approach of death, by the accident of a fall doum the 
hold of the ſhip, where I broke my left leg, and fractured 
my ſcull, ſo that I have been fenſeleſ7 for two days. But 
God granting me my ſenſes again, though with the in- 
ation that I can't live four and twenty hours, has 
through bis mercy convinced me, that io expett pardon 
from him, is to reſtore what is yours, with a ſincere con» 
feſſion ef the fatal night's adventure, that corrupied my 
honeſty, and will be the cauſe of my death. OG 


| 


o 
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if heaven will grant me the bleſſing of ſeeing you, I may 
ut you in a way to prevent ſumething of ill that may 
appen to . 5 
5 Your repenting ſervant, 
SUSAN PRICHARD. 


P. 8. I beg you to keep it private: and to amuſe your 
ſervants that you bring with you, you may tell them, 
you are going on board the Turky ſhip, to ſee the pre- 
ſent the Turky merchants are ſending to the emperor 
of Conſtantinople. The bearer will conduct you. 


Now I had heard of one of the Turky fleet, that was 
obliged to put into the road by a violent ſtorm; and 
that it had a ſedan, made with looking-glaſs, of a 


very curious workmanſhip, deſigned for a preſent to 


the Turki/h emperor. I aſked the ſailor ſeveral queſ- 
tions concerning the letter, and he anſwered me blunt- 
ly, he could not tell any thing about it; but there 
was a young woman who had fallen down their hold, 


and had almoſt killed herſelf; and that they did not 


expect ſhe could ever recover, I reſolved to go along 
with him, but to take two men ſervants and a maid 
with me. I walked to the waterſide, which was about 
a quarter of a mile from my houſe, and there I found 
a ſhip's boat with eight oars, and very handſome, I 
ſept into it with my ſervants, without any hefitation, 
and put off. In about an hour and a half we came 
along-ſide of the veſſel, they manned the ſide for me, 
and I was handed up, and let into the cabin, where 1 
found my maid upon a pallet-bed in one corner of it. 
As ſoon as ſhe ſaw me, ſhe attempted to riſe, but 
ſeemed not to have ſtrength enough, and fell down 
again, I deſired ſhe would not put herſelf to any pain, 


_ butzempoſe her thoughts, that ſhe might be the bet- 


ter able to inform me of what ſhe had promiſed me 


in her letter: O Madam, ſhe cried, with heſitations, 


ſighs, and ready to faint every moment, you do not 
know what I feel at the ſight of you. You bring in- 
to my remembrance the tranſaction of that fearful 


night, but J hope your goodneſs will forgive me 3 


8 
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ſhall put into your hands what I have wickedly rob- 
bed you of; and ſince I am going out of this world, 
Jam atlured your good-nature will prevail for my 
pardon. I told her 1 forgave her freely, and hoped 
heaven would do ſo too. She thanked me, but ſaid, 
ſhe found herſelf fo ill, that ſhe intreated leave to reit 
from {peaking a minute or two, to gather a little breath. 
| waited with ſome impatience, but ſhe remained io 
long ſilent, that I really thought ſhe was expired. 
Upon that ſuppoſition, I called to her, and ſhe an- 
ſwered me but faintly, Well, madam, ſaid the, as I 
find you impatient to know what I have promiſed to 
you, I will tell you as well as I am able. PROT 
Captain Bown had for many months a great paſſion 
for you, but finding you averſe to matrimony, h 
tampered with me, and offered me ſuch large ſums o 
money, that beat down all my guard of honeſty, and 
overeame it quite. He gave me a hundred pounds, 
beſides other valuable preſents, to admit him in- 
to your cloſet, before you went to bed, which accord- 
ingly, daxzled with the luſtre of the gold, I did. Lou 
know what followed, and if he had not been prevent - 
ed by the ſudden appearance of another perſon out of 
the other cloſet, would have compaſſed his defign. 
Said I, eagerly, pray, do you know who that other 
perſon was? Les, madam, replied the wench, it was 
Mr Laurence Kendrick, your —. ſuitor and guar- 
dian, conveyed there for the ſame baſe intent by your 
ladyſhip's woman. How ! cried I amazed, are you 
ſure of that! Madam, purſued ſhe, when you got out 
of the door, Mr Kendrick ſeized upon Mr Bourn, and 
they ſtruggled together ſome time; but Mr Kendrick s 


_ maſk falling off, captain Bowurn knowing him, cried, 


Is it you] in ſhort, they ſoon came to an eclairciſſe - 


ment, and went down ſtairs unperceived by any of us 


in the hurry. Where he declared to the captain, that 
he had prevailed upon Mrs. Ellis, your woman, for 
a good ſum of money, to convey him into the ctoſet, 
which ſhe did unperceived of any. Thus, ſaid I. 
may ill intentions be ever fruſt rated 

* When... - 
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When ſhe had finiſhed, ſhe begged me to have a 
little more patience, while ſhe got a little more ſtrength, 
and ſhe would reſtore me my money and jewels, I was 
unwilling to wait long, yet thought fifteen hundred 
pounds too much to loſe; for my necklace, ring, and 
watch, were valued by my father at a thouſand 
44-0 I believe I had been full three hours on 
oard, and wanted to be at home again; and after 
ſhe had kept ſilent ſome time, I made bold to diſturb 
her once more; I called to her, and told her I had a 
great way to go, and | was afraid of catching cold. 
She begged I would ring a bell that hung by my hand, 
which I did, and the ſailor came in that brought me 
the letter. Pray, ſaid the maid, is my brother ready 
to come in? Yes, anſwered he, and has been on board 
this half hour. Tis very well, ſaid ſhe. Upon that 
the raiſed her hand, and unpinned a ſhutter, that fell 
down, and let light enough into the cabin, which was 
dark before ; but 1 thought, her illneſs was the rea- 
ſon of that. But to my eternal amazement I ſaw her 
riſe from the pallet as well as ever I ſaw her in, my 
life; Before I had power to ſpeak, captain Bourn en- 
tered, I could not preſently dive into this myſtery: 
I hope captain, ſaid I, at laſt, that you repent of your 
raſh and bold attempt; Yes, madam, anſwered he, 
that I did not ſucceed in't, but T hope I have it now 
in my power to finiſh my defign, I aſked him what 
he meant. He told me I ſhould ſoon be informed 
and if I would not conſent to his embraces, he woul 
certainly raviſh me that very night. Upon this treat- 
ment, I began to call for my ſervants; but the faith- 
leſs Suſan told me they were taken care of, and ſafe 


aſhore. Yes, madam, replied the captain, they are 


twelve miles behind us, by this time; and deſired 1 
_. would look out of the cabin window, which they had 
Juſt before opened. I caſt my 
too ſoon perceived that we were a conſiderable diſtance 
from the land, I did not look long, for the fight 
ſoon took away my ſenſes, and I fell down in a ſwoon, 
and when I came to myſelf it was far in * but 
| | was 


eyes behind me: and 


vine 1 
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1 was fo faint and ill, that my feeble limbs would not 


| ſuppoit my body, _ Grief attacked me fo violently, 


that it was thought by every body it would ſoon over- 
come me. By next morning a ſtrong fever ſeized me, 
and all that I remembred for fix weeks was, that I 
was put to bed, with che wretch that betrayed me to 
atrend me, But the condition I was in, really wrought 
upon ber, and produced a true converſion. She la- 
mented more than 1; and curſed herſelf a thouſand 
times. Ne 
When I had recovered my ſenſes, I was wore away 
to a ſkeleton. | And ſure never any one in my condi» 
tion found any relief but death, But it pleaſed the di - 
vine Being to work another miracle, and inſenſibly 
reſtore me to my former health of body, but a mind 
involved in the moſt cruel torture, paſt imagination, 
When I found the maid's repentance real, I freely 
forgave her. The captain in all this time had never 
come near me, but only to enquire after my health, as 
Suſan informed me, But when he perceived I had re- 
gained my former health and beauty, as he called it, 
was tormented with his beaſtly addreſſes. He told 
me, if I would conſent to marry him, and forgive the 
crime he was guilty of, he would immediately ſteer 
for England, which he could reach in a few days, I 
conſidered I was in a wretch's power, who, by what 
he had done already, would ſtick at nothing to gain 
his ends ; I therefore reſolved to flatter him, by the 
advice of my maid; whom, notwithſtanding ſhe had 
brought me into theſe diſtreſſes, I had taken into my 
former favour. In one of his troubleſome vifits, I 
told him, if he would immediately reſtore me to my 
liberty, I would upon the inſtant make him my huſ- 
band, when we could procure a proper perſon to tie 
the knot, He anſwered me, that the only way to ſe- 
cure me to him, was to have poſſeſſion of my body 
before hand; and, continued he, if you think the ac- 
tion criminal, I'll ſoon cure your conſcience, by the 
licence of the church. For, ſaid he, if you intend 
what you propoſe, you will eaſily comply; and no- 
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thing elſe will convince me of your ſincerity. I'll give 
you one day to conſider on it; but, continued the 
wretch, if you refuſe to ſubmit by fair means, I to- 
mor1ow by force will enjoy you, 80 J leave you to 


conſider on it; and faying this, left us in the cabin, 


I had deſired Stan to conceal our reconcilement from 
the captain, which the artfully had done; and in the 
diſcourſe, would often throw in a word or two in his 
behalf. ow 

When we were alone, I gave myſelf over to my ſor- 
rows, and thought of nothing for ſeveral hours but 
my unhappy circumſtances. We both continued fi- 
lent a confiderable time. Nor indeed had I power to 
ſpeak, tho' heaven had indued me with that fortitude, 
that I had ſooner reſolved to die, than to ſubmit to 
his curſed propoſals. I told Suſan, that I had deter- 
mined to put an end to all niy forrows by death ; and 
when that fatal hour arrived of his limited time, I 
would pluoze a knife, I had concealed for that deſign, 
into my bolom, "This refolution once more renewed 
our griets, and we mingled tears together. We wept 
ſo much that the fountains of our eyes were dry, and 
we again remained filent, At lait San broke it, with 


a ſpeech to this purpoſe, 


Madam, in the confuſion of my thoughts I have 
choſe out one that has ſome probability of ſucceſs ; but 
it will atleaſt convince you of my repentance, and the 
defire I have to reſſore you to that peace I have bar- 
barouſly broke, The captain yet thinks me in his in- 
tereſt, and if we can contriye it, I'll ſubmit to his loath- 
ed embraces in your room, which ſhall be managed in 
this manner You ſhall treat with him upon it to- 
morrow morning. The articles ſhall be theſe : Firſt, 
that he comes in the dark, and ſtay no longer than 
one hour with you; and laſt, that he fhall not re- 
peat the familiarity, till you are joined by the prieſt. 

I muſt confeſs, this propofal gave me a dawn hope; 
and if we could but ſucceed in it, I ſhould not fear his 
farther paſſion, when we were landed. For I knew 


it was eaſy to find protection, when once on ſhore in 


England, 


* 
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England, and I thought the contrivance feaſible e- 
nough ; for we were very much of the ſame age, and 
no perceived difference in our make, at leaſt in the 
dark. $54 i hp 
She left it to me to manage: and J refolved to put 
on a more compoſed countenance at the captain's next 
viſit, which was ſoon after, though he had given me 
longer time to conſider, When he came in, he beg- 
ged m̃y pardon for interrupting me, but he came to 
make me a preſent, he faid, and put a little box in 
my hand, defiring I would open it, which I did, where 
found my jewels and money. I reſtore you that, 
madam, continued he, and would not willingly be 
obliged to you for any thing but your perſon; and 
even all your fortune ſhall be at your own diſpoſal; 
and the moment you conſent to my defires, I'll deli- 
ver you a paper that ſhall oblige me to ſign whatever 
terms you ſhall think fit to make me. I pauſed a ſhore 
time, but indeed it was to think what my tongue 
ſhould utter fo foreign to my heart, - 
Captain, ſaid I, you take the only way to gain your 
point; and I muſt confeſs this ſhew of generoſity, tho? 
tis in your power to force them from me again, ſeems 
a little to leſſen the ill opinion I have reaſon to bear 


againſt you: if you pleaſe to allow me one half hour 


to think a little, I'll give you my final anſwer to night. 
He ſeemed very much over-joyed at my diſcourſe, and 
ſhewed it in an extravagant unpolite manner, thanked - 

me, and went out. . | E442 
I did not want that time to prepare what I had to 
ſay, but T thought it was better than to come into it 
on a ſudden, The time expired, the captain came in 
with an expecting face. I bade him fit down, which I 
found by his countenance he took as a good prologue. 
Sir, ſaid I, I have fully conſidered every thing, and 
if you will comply with a few articles, you ſhall have 
po{ſ-Mon of what you deſire to night. Articles, ma- 
dam! I'll ſign to a blank, replied the brute, if you 
pleaſe. I told him they were only verbal ones: Firſt, 
ſaid I, I'll have no light in the room; ſecondly, you. 
3 8 mall 
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ſhall ſtay with me but an hour; and laſtly, never to 
expect any more favours till we are lawfully married. 
Madam, returned the captain, you ſo overjoy me that 
I don't know where I am : I'll comply with all-your 
articles, and you have made me the happieſt of man- 
kind, He ſaid a great deal more fulſome ſtuff that 
was as nauſeous to my ears as a plague-ſore to the 
fight, He left us with a hope I would not long deter 
his happineſs. It was well I was in a dark corner of 
the cabin; for had I been in the light, he would have 
perceived the confuſion in my countenance, 

The hated hour drew near, and Suſan with a ſin- 
cere grief, and tears running, down her cheeks, laid 
herſelf in the captain's loathed bed. I was really 

riev'd at the ſacrifice ſhe was going to make me, for 
was convinced ſhe had no looſe deſires about her. 
The captain enter'd in the dark, and was as happy as 
_ & falſe imagination could make him, I muſt confeſs, 
I was in a thouſand frights and fears leſt the girl ſhould 
have been diſcovered; but every thing ſucceeded too 
well, and the captain roſe within his limited time, and 
went out, 18 . 

As ſoon as he was gone, the poor creature got up 
from her guilty ſcene. Well, madam ſaid ſhe, all 
drowned in tears, I hope I have convinced you, tho“ 
to my eternal coſt, of my repentance and ſincerity ; 
but 1 hope heaven will pardon me, and not lay the 
crime to me or you, when fatal neceſſity was the on- 
ly cauſe. I gave her all-the comfort I was capable of, 

and told her I did not think it impoſſible to oblige him 
ro marry her, when we had him in our power on 

ſhore, and that formality would obliterate all melan- 
choly thoughts, How ! reply'd Suſan, no, madam | 
though I have done all this, yet it was only to ſerve 

you ; and before I would be his wife, or indeed any 

man's wife, I would ſubmit to the moſt ſervile offices 
of life to ſupport it : And if the captain knew how 
we had deceived him, and would offer to marry me 
to atone for his fault, I could not conſent, for I lothe 

the very thoughts of him. Well then, Suſan, __ I, 

. When 
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when we have overcome all difficulties, and worn off the 
remembrance of our ſufferings, I will ſettle a compe- 


tency for life, that ſhall put thee above all fear of want. 


Madam, reply'd Suſan, that's all I ſhall deſire ; and 
then I'll go to ſome corner of the world, live retired, 
and repent of all my paſt crimes and follies. I told 
her ſhe needed not todo that, ſhe might notwithſtand- 
ing what was paſt, live with me. No, madam, that 
can never be, replied Suſan ; for you muſt of neceſ- 
ſity, to clear your own reputatior divulge the ſecret; 
and then with what confidence ſhall 1 be able to look 
upon any one? I told her, it would be eſteemed as an 
action wholly virtuous, without one ſport or blemiſh. 
All I was capable of ſaying could not alter her reſolu- 
tion; but ſhe perſiſted in retiring from the world, 
and living recluſe, and I deſiſted from ſpeaking any 
more upon the ſubject. 


It had been much happier for us both, if we had 


never entered upon the argument; for we had not 
remained filent a moment before the captain entered, 
with a light in his hand, and the utmoſt fury in his 
countenance, Thou devil! ſaid he to Suſan, and 


' baſt thou betray'd me, wretch ! after what I have 


done for thee? but I ſhall ſtudy ſome way to have 
ample vengeance on thee: and for you, madam, I 
ſhall give ſtill the ſame terms and time I firſt propoſ- 
ed; but that paſt, expect not the leaſt hope, for I 


will enjoy you, tho' the moment after, death ſhould 


ſeize me, When he had done ſpeaking, he went out : 
But it was a conſiderable time ere we came out of our 

ſurpriſe. ALES, | 
We were convinced that he had liſtened, and over- 
heard all our diſcourſe, though we ſpoke but ſoftly ; 
and we feared to utter our thoughts to one another, 
as imagining he would overhear us ſtill, But S#/an 
at laſt broke out in theſe words; Good heaven ! I 
hope the puniſhments I am bound to ſuffer will atone 
for all my offences ! If it will make my peace with 
thee, I'll undergo all the torments in the world in 
that bleſt hope! I had ated to comfort her, for 
| 2 "oo 
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the thoughts of my own condition tied up my tongue; 
but the pain of thinking, nothing could execed. | 
prayed to God to bring me out of*this misfortune, or 
give me ſtrength of reaſon to ſuffer, with patience, a 
dJiflolution from this world. When Stan heard me, 
ſhe told me, ſhe could ſee no path to lead us through 
this labyrinth of misfortunes, but through the gate 
of death ; and added ſhe, fince we muſt die once, 
the ſooner we live this troubleſome world, the ſooner 
we ſhall find reſt, | 4 
Death till bore to me a froſty ſound, however J 


| ſoon reſolved upon't; but the manner of it was what 


moſt confounded me: At laſt we both thought of 
drowning, and had reſolved, whenever the captain came 
to accompliſh his wicked intent, to throw ourſelves out 
of the cabin window. Will you fo ? ſaid the captain, 
who had overheard us again, for grief had taken all 
caution from us, but I'll ſoon prevent that. He im- 
mediately took a hammer and nails, and nailed the 
{ſhutters ſo cloſe that it was not in our power to undo 
them. After he was gone, we ſpent the night in pray- 
er; and juſt before the morning dawned, we under- 
ſtood by the rocking of the ſhip, the noiſe of the ſai- 
lors, and the loudneſs of the wind, that we were in a - 
prodigious ſtorm. This gave us hopes that the ſhip 
would be caſt away, and that God had heard our prays 
ers, and would not let us lay violent hands upon our» 
felves. Nay, deceiving hope was ready to enter our 

thoughts, that we might becaſt away upon ſome ſhore, 


and receive aſſiſtance when we leaſt expected it. The 


ſtorm laſted the whole day and part of the next night: 
but as it ſenſibly abated, fo our fears increaſed. The 
captain gave us another viſit: Well, ſaid he, madam, 
I hope you have had ſufficient time to confider of my 
propoſals, and I am now come for my. final anſwer, 
Said I, heav'n has given you an anſwer by raiſing the 
ſtorm; and if you have the leaſt notion of a divinity, 
you'll find 'twas his voice that ſpoke to you in that 
tempeſt, to defiſt from ſuch a baſe attempt. Nay, 
madam, if you imagine you can preach me from my 
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deſign, preach on a God's name, Wretch that thou 
art! ſaid I, how canſt thou mention that ſacred name, 
and yet have ſuch thoughts as he abhors ? I fancy, ma- 
dam, replied the brute, your ladyſhip feels the influence 
of the moon, and for fear I ſhould catch the infection, 
I'll leave you for a while ; but with a word by the by, If 
you don't conſent the next time I come, by hell! ſince 
you will not let me mention heaven, I'll not only raviſh 
you, but every ſailor in the ſhip ſhall do ſo too, if they 
think fit; and I believe they are ſharp enough ſet to 
fall to upon worſe food than I ſhall ſet before them. 

He ſaid a great many more groſs things, that would 
only become his mouth to utter.: and to convince you, 
madam, that I will do what I fay, ſaid he, I ſhall be- 
gin with Mrs. Suſan: Come, miſtreſs, ſaid he to her, 
now I have had the firſt cut of you, I'll let my ſailors 
go to dinner. With this he forced us both on the 
quarter- deck, and called all the feamen about him: 
here, my lads, ſaid he, I have but two dainty bits, and. 
I'll give you one among you, that you mayn't think I 
am over-greedy. The ſailors ſtared upon one another, 


and did not well know what he meant, till he told 


them in terms plain enough, with promiſes of reward: 
to him that would prove the greateſt rogue. Suſan 
fell upon her knees, and intreated them not to take 
pattern from their barbarous captain, but to pity a 
poor unfortunate woman, reduced to the fatal neceſ- 
fity of living no longer. Some of the ſailors made ſport 
with her miſery, while others began to pity her. One 
blunt fellow cried, damn it! I love a woman well e- 
nough, but don't care to have her forced upon me: 


'Tis like eating againſt ones ſtomach. I obſerved one of 


them that ſtood atſome diſtance, taking notice of what 
was done, without ſeeming pleaſed. l thought I knew 
his face too, and he appeared above a common. ſailor 
by his looks and. cleanlineſs. + I had not till now ap- 
peared publicly. I was determined to ſpeak to him, 
and to crave his aſſiſtance. As ſoon as he ſaw me, he 
ſecmed amazed, and cried, bleſs me, madam ! how: 
«ame you here? I told him I was betrayed by che cap» 
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tain, I was informed, ſaid he, that he had two ladics, 
paſſengers for Zant, but I little thought you were one 
of them, for I was not on board till an hour after you 
arrived, I begged he would take me under his protec- 
tion; which he ſwore with a great oath that he would, 


-or the captain ſhould cut his throat, Madam, added 


be, I am mate of this veſſel, put in by your honour- 
able father; and had been captain, if it had not been 
for the tricks of that raſcal; pointing to the captain. 

The ſailors were ſo divided between themſelves, that 
they had not proceeded to any violence with Suſan; 
and ſhe remained leaning upon the fide of the thip, all 
drowned in tears. The captain had all this time been 
laughing at the diſputes of the ſailors ; but perceiving 
the mate in conference with me, came up to him, and 
with a ſaucy tone, afked him what buſineſs he had with 
me. I have no other buſineſs, anſwered the mate, but 
to protect her from your ill uſage. You impertinent 
coxcomb, cry'd the captain, I'll teach you to inter- 
meddle with my affairs; and upon ſaying this, he lift- 


ed up his hand and ſtruck him; but the mate ſoon re- 


turned his blow with intereſt, and knocked him down 
upon the deck. The failors came and parted em; 


but the captain ſwore that blow ſhould coſt him his 
life. He upon the inſtant ran into the cabin for ſome 
Inſtrument to diſpatch him, as was fuppoſed ; but the 


mate followed him cloſe, and, knowing his violent 
temper, barred the door of the cabin, ſo that the cap- 
tain remained a priſoner. | 
The mate took from his own cabin, which was near 
the captain's, a cutlaſs, and put himſelf againſt the 
door, and ſwore he would be the death of him that 


firſt attempted to releaſe him; and bade none of them 


offer to ftir, till they had heard what he had to ſay. 


The failors had caſt off all thoughts from Suſan, to 


hear what the mate could ſay ; who declar'd who I 


was, and by what means I was betray'd on board. 


When the ſailors found I wastheir miſtreſs, and owner 
of the ſhip, they ſoon began to. repent of what they 


were going about, and declared they would ſerve = 
2 0 Wi 


F © TT> ww 


ww 1v % „% an ow. 


ia OO a GU ww —-=t + 1 3 & © =& mouy 


0 ; 
1 

5 | 
r 

y 
42 
h 


car r] ROBERT BOYLE. 79 


with their lives. When I found I had gain'd moſt or 
them on my ſide, I told 'em my Kory at length, only 
concealing Suſai's affair with the captain; and they 
ſeem'd all prodigiouſly amazed, and ſtood gaping,up- 
on me like ſo many ſtatues. 

The captain in the cabin was all this time ſwearing, 
curſing, and making a noiſe at his reſtraint. 1 told the 
mate, if he thought ſit, we would releaſe him. Yes, 
madam, if you pleaſe, faid he, out of the great cabin, 
but we muſt confine him ſomewhere elſe ; well know- 
ing his turbulent ſpirit would never be eaſy. I told him 
I would be guided by him, and if he pleaſed to accept 
of the command of the veflel, if it was in my power 
to give it him, it was at his ſervice, He returned me a 

: at. many thanks, and told me he would be very 
faithful in his commiſſion, We releated the captain 
out of the cabin, but as ſoon as he came upon the deck, 
he was ſeized, with a great deal of difficulty, iron'd, 
and confined to another cabin. He raged like a mad- 
man at this treatment, but all to no purpole. I told 
him he would want nothing but his liberty, neither 
would I proſecute him, as his crimes deſerved, when 
we arrived in England. 

I deſired the mate to make for Briſtol with all the 
expedition imaginable ; with a promiſe that I would 
recompenſe every common ſailor with double the 
wages they expected for their voyage. Theyall huzza'd 
at the news, and one and all promiſed io ſerve me 
with their lives. The mate told me the wind was againſt 
us in our courſe, but that' he would ply it to wind- 
ward, as they call it, in expectation of its changing. 
I aſked him whereabouts we were, and he told me, 
very near the ſtraits of Gibralter, and ſhould have 
been at Zant by that time, but that they were hindred 
by contrary winds, and drove back by the late ſtorm. . 
I told him how the captain had deceived me, in tell- - 
ing me we were not fix days from the Engliſh coaſt, 

- Suſan's joy cannot be expreſſed at our happy delive- 
rance; and you. may be aſſured I was as well pleaſed 
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as ſhe was, though it did not appear outwardly ſo 


much: beſides I conſidered the mutability of the things 
of this world ; and were ſoon taught by experience, 
the uncertainty of human affairs; for before the e- 


vening we were chaſed by a rover, who ſoap came up 


with us, and took us after an obſtinate reſiſtance; 
though we did not loſe one man, but the barbarous 
captain, who was killed in the place of his confine- 
ment, without being in the action. 

The captain of the rover was the ſame we have now 


made our eſcape from. He never would tell me what 


became of Suan and the crew, Madam, ſaid Muſ- 
tapha, I can inform you: ſhe and all the crew were 
ranſomed for a thouſand pound, and their ſhip giver 
them again, They did their endeavour for to ranſom 
you, but to no purpoſe, for they could never learn 
what was become of you. 
Mrs Pillars thus ended her relation; only added, 
that the captain fell deſperately in love with her, and 
would never hear of her ranſom; though he treated 
her with decency, allowing her every thing but li- 


berty; with the conveniency of a ſtudy of books, which 


the captain had procured by his piracy ; and ever left 


in her clofet, her jewels, and other things of value, | 


that he had taken out of the ſhip. 

When Mrs Villars had finiſhed her ſtory, I return- 
ed her thanks for the trouble I had given her, Sir, 
replied ſhe, thanks will not recompenfe me for the 


pains I have taken, I ſhall demand the fame ſatisfac- 


tion from you. I told her I ſhould readily obey her 
commands; but F begged leave to give her the relati- 
on in French, that our Italian might partake; for I 


deſign, with your leave, to inſiſt on the ſame from him. 


Sir, anſwered the lady, I would have related my un- 


happy ſtory in that language, if you had given me 


the leaſt hint. But however I'll go once more over a- 


gain, if you pleaſe in French; at leaſt the chief cir- 


cumſtances, that we may more ingage the perſon to 
declare, how he has ſhar'd the ſame fate with us. E 
| 85 3 begged 


W / as AH. 


Cayramn ROBERT BOVYLE. 81 


begged ſhe would give me leave to take that trouble, 
if it were only to let her fee, I had imprinted in my 
memory what concerned her ſo ſtrongly, that I could 
repeat every circumſtance. She gave me leave to 
proceed, on which | told her ſtory over again in French 
to the /talian, When I bad finiſhed, ſhe gave me 
thanks for the pains I had taken. Though 1 had not 
been ſo long in the relation, yet I made up the time 
in deſcanting upon her danger and hard fate, that a 
lady of her birth, beauty, and eſtate, {ſhould be fo 
far forſaken by fortune, as to be reduced to wretched 
ſlavery. 2 RIÞ | 

I then began my own ſtory, from my birth to our 
preſent ſtate, Though in what related to my paſſion 
for the lady, I did not directly explain; yet I gave 
her hints enough to underſtand ſhe was the idol of 
my ſoul, and, tho' love like hope does oft deceive us, 
I thought my obſcure declaration did not diſpleaſe her. 

We then deſired the Italian to proceed in his rela- 
tion. He fighing, told us, he was too much obliged 
to me to refuſe me any thing, though it wou'd call to 
his remembrance tranſactions that would bring tears 
into his eyes. After ſome pauſe he began to this effect, 
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I WAS born at the city of Rome, renowned for its 
grandeur and antiquity, and I may ſay, without 
boaſting, of a noble family ; but had the misfortune to 
come laſt into the world, and the youngeſt of five 
ſons and two daughters. My father had a * 
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fortune, but before his death he had much weaken'd 
it, in giving dowries to my two ſiſters; who were both 
married far above their fortunes, though not equa! 
to'their birth, But riches now balance every thing, 
and weigh down birth and humble virtue, and he that 
has moſt gold, is the greateſt man, 

We loſt our mother in our early days; and my fa- 
ther followed before I was ten years old, having ſet- 
tled all his eſtate on his eldeſt ſon to keep up the gran- 
deur of the name, and left three brothers of us to de- 
pend on him. : 17 

My father in his life-time gave us an education 
ſuitable to our birth and family; and my brother, to 
give him his due, completed us. TWo of my brothers 
he procured poſts in the army for, who both loſt their 
lives in one glorious campaign, The other died young. 

It was imagined by every body that had the privi- 
lege to think for me, that their deaths would be of no 
ſmall advantage to me; and it had for ſome years the 
appearance of it. My brother had attained to his 


.thirticth year, without once thinking of marriage. 


But an advantageous match being propoſed it was 
thought convenient for him to purſue it. The lady: 
that was deſigned for him he had never ſeen; but 
he was informed ſhe was young, rich, and beautiful. 
He was brought to the ſight of her, and fell violently 
in love with her at the firſt viſit, and his paſſion in- 


creaſed every moment. The day was fixed for their 


nuptials by the father of the lady, which was to be 
the Eaſter following. I had attained to my eighteenth 
year, and no proviſion made for me; and it was 
thought that this match would not bring me the leaſt 


advantage. 


One day my brother told me, he had procured me 
the poſt of captain of the pope's guard; and though 
it was beneath my birth, yer I was pleaſed with it, that 
J might have the means to ſubſiſt, without being 
ſubject to the caprice of fortune, and dependence of 
a brother of an uncertain temper. My brother hav- 
ing ſome urgent affairs, that called him ba, 

| | 0 


We 


Carram ROBERT BOYLE. | 83 


of town, he gave me a letter to deliver to his miſtrefs, 
which was to excuſe his ſudden departure. 

As ſoon as he was gone, I went to execute his com- 
miſſion; and being known to be the brother of the in- 
tended huſband, had the liberty of preſenting the let- 
ter to the lady's own hands. But what misfortunes did 
that interview coſt me! I no ſooner ſaw her, but 1 
loſt my heart, and the regard I owed my brother was 
of no force againſt her charms, I obſerved the per- 
uſed the letter with indifferency, which did not diſ- 
pleaſe me; yet I ſo far overcame my growing paſſi- 
on, as to add ſomething to the excuſe my brother had 
wrote. I obſerved, in our converſation, that the 
propoſed alliance was not very pleaſing to her; and 
ſhe at laſt frankly told me, Duty, more than inclina- 
nation, would make her comply with it, I told her, 
were my brother's condition mine, and I had been 
acquainted with her ſentiments, I ſhould not have the 
fortitude to ſupport my ill fortune ; yet thould have 
ſo much regard to her, whatever were my troubles, 
not to be obliged to duty, but inclination. 

She told me, with a riſing bluſh, thoſe eſpouſals 
never proſpered, where the hand could not beſtow 
the heart, I agreed with her ſentiments; but added, 
I feared her heart was already given where the could 
not beſtow her hand. | 

Sir, faid the, I have ever been a friend to plain- 
dealing, and truth appears ſo amiable to me, that 1 
neither will nor can deny it to you, O happy man, 
cried I, whoe'er thou art! Fortune has ſhed her hap- 
pieſt influence on thee, and it is not in her power to 
make thee miſerable, when bleſt with ſo much con- 
ſenting beauty. Sir, returned the lady, the perſon 
you eſteem ſo happy, is ignorant of my inclinations- 


* ' 


for him, and fear will make me conceal the ſecret. 


And the chief reaſon why T diſcloſe it to you, is; 
that you would inform your brother ; for, added ſhe, 
with tears, if I am forced to wed him, I ſhall be fcr 
ever miſerable. - Her grief touched me to the heart, 
and the obſerved the ſorrow in my face. 1 FO 
bn nt ee, HY | ſaid 


rp Tur ADVENTURES or 


ſaid ſhe, the love you bear your brother affects your 
breaſt, Madam, faid I, fince you have made this 
frank declaration, I alſo will be free, and utter all my 
heart. The grief you ſee riſing in my face, is owing 
to the torments of my ſoul. The very moment I be- 
held your charms, love ſhot me with his ſharpeſt- 
pointed dart, and all the hope I have is cold deſpair, 
She obſerved my declaration with a great deal of ſa- 
tisfaction, and remained filent ſome time, viewing me 
ſtedfaſtly: upon which I caſt my eyes upon the 
ground. Sir, faid ſhe, with an unconfirmed voice, 
J hope you are ſincere in what 2 ſay, for the ſup · 
poſition of it will draw another ſecret from me, which 
is this; the reaſon why I cannot love your brother, 
is, that I have long fince given my heart to—you : 
the firſt time 1 ſaw your face, it left its peaceful man- 
fion of repoſe, and fled for ſhelter to a ſtranger's 
breaſt. The joy I felt at this free declaration, fo 
tranſported me, that I knew not whether I dreamt or 
no; but being convinced of the reality, I threw my- 
ſelf at her feet, and uttered all my tongue could ex- 
preſs, flowing from a ſincere heart. She told me ſhe 
had reſolved om death before ſhe would conſent to 
wed my brother: and informed me alſo, that her 
paſſion had been increaſing upwards of two years, 
The firſt time ſhe ſaw me, was taking leave of my 
brothers, when they were going to that campaign, 
from which they never returned. In ſhort, we were 
as much in love, as ever any two were. 

We agreed to meet the next day at the ſame place, 
where I had the liberty of coming, as her drones 
law that was to be. 

I 'was impatient for the next day, imagining time to 
have no wings. But the happy moment came at laſt. 
We talked of nothing for ſeveral hours but our mu- 
tual love; at laſt we fell on the ungrateful ſubje& of 
the approachin g_nuptials, and how we ſhould prevent 
them. I propoſed to her, running away, and tying 
ourſelves faſt by the ſacred bond of wedlock. Tho“, 
ſaid ſhe, I will never be any one's but your 's, yet we 
; mult 
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muſt confider of futurity; I know your fortune is but 
ſmall, and mine, though a large one, depends upon 
my father: I'll find ſame means to defer the marriage; 
you may do your endeavour to diſſuade your brother, 
for I fancy fortune more than beauty has gained his 
heart. I aſſured her to the contrary, and that he was 
very much in love with her. We both wiſhed it had 
been otherwiſe, but reſolved to love on We parted, 
though we had not reſolved on any thing, and ap- 
pointed to meet the next day, in a private corner of 
the town, at an acquaintance of mine, that I could 


confide in; though { would not truſt him with the ſe- © 


cret, well knowing a matter of importance inflaves 
the perſon that diſcloſes it. I told him I had an in- 
trigue with a perſon of quality, that I muſt be obliged 
to carry on at his houſe ; which he conſented to very 
willingly. We met according to our appointment, 
but an hour before the time prefixt, not willing one 
ſhould be before the other. She came alone too, for 


ſhe would not truſt any of her ſervants, We met 


there every day; and one time above the reſt, love be- 
ing pregnant in both our eyes, I took the happy op- 
portunity, and was bleſſed in the poſſeſſion of all 
| wiſhed on earth: but enjoyment was ſo far from 


palling my deſires, that it rather increaſed them, We 
lived in all the delight of love for a month, but then 


came the bitrer to all our ſweets, My brother arrived, 
and the fatal day appointed for the marriage approach- 
ed. We had given ourſelves up ſo intirely to love, 


that we did not think of what was to come; or if the 


intruding thought did creep in, we would immediate- 


ly lull it to reſt like a froward child. 777 


When we parted, it was. with ſuch regret and ſor- 
row, that foreboded our ill fortune. The father of 


my miſtreſs had ordered every thing for the nuptial ſo- 
lemnity, with the greateſt magnificence; but two days 


before it was ſolemnized, it was reported all over Rome 


that Don Antonio Grimald''s daughter, who was my 

miſtreſs, was taken dangerouily ill. I was not diſ- 

pleaſed at the rumour, as gueſſing her deſign, My 
175 e brother 
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brother was never from her, and I was pretty well af. 
ſured the fight of him gave her a great deal of pain. 
One day, finding my brother very melancholy, I aſked 
him if it was the indiſpoſition of Grimaldi s daughter 
that occaſioned the gloom lobſerved.in his countenance, 
He replied ſhe was the cauſe of what he felt: he 
farther added, that he thought her ſickneſs counter- 
feit, only to avoid him; and that he had many reaſons 
to believe ſhe had given her heart to another, I uſed 
many arguments with him to leave her, and that ſhe 
was not worthy his farther thought; but he aſſured me 
that it was not in his power to hate her. I began to 
reflect with reaſon on the conduct of my love, and 
found I had involved myſelf in a very dangerous and 
troubleſome affair : but notwithſtanding all my rea- 
ſonings, I found myſelf more and more in love; and 
abſence, which cures a light paſſion, added ſtrength 
to mine; for I:had not ſeen her in fifteen days. I was 
1efolved at laſt to viſit her, and took the opportunity 
when my brother was with the pope in his cloſet. 4 
found it go difficulty to gain admittance, knowing 
who I was : but notwithſtanding all my endeavours, 
could not get an opportunity of ſpeaking to her, there 
being a great many viſitants. I took an occaſion of 
feeling her pulſe, and we. had the happineſs of mould- 
ing our hands for a moment. I durſt not ſtay long, 
for fear my brother ſhould come while I was there; 
and yet I had reſolved to inform him of my viſit, 
which I did the firſt time of our meeting; but added 
that it was curioſity and to oblige him, that I gave 
myſelf that trouble. He thanked me, and aſked me 
what I thought of her indiſpofition. I told him 1 
could not anſwer far the ſtate of her heart, but I was 
aſſured that her body was in violent fever. This I ſaid, 
a little to undeceive him; for ſince he could not be 

_ perſuaded to abandon her, I thought it would be more 
to our advantage to make him believe it was a real in - 
diſpoſition. He went to make her a viſit that even- 
ang, and at his return told me I had given him true in- 
rormation, for the phyſicians had ordered her to be let 
blood, 
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blood, and that ſhe was in a dangerous fever, and her 
father deſigned to ſend her to the country the next day. 
I was mightily pleaſed that he was deceived as well as 
the father, and did not doubt but ſhe had perſuaded 
the phyſicians to favour the deceit. | 

Accordingly the next day ſhe was conveyed in a' 
I'tter, to a country-houſe of her father's, two leagues 
fr6m Rome upon the river Her. I flattered myſelf, 
that her being in the country would give me a fairer 
opportunity of converſing with her: but though I tri- 
ed all the methods imaginable, I could not find the 
leaſt glimpſe of hope in above fix weeks time. I was 
perfectly like a mad creature, and all my friends, par- 
ticularly my brother, took notice of my: uneaſineſs. 
But I kept the cauſe of it entirely to myfelf. — 

Any one that's judge of love, and has ever been in 
my circumſtances, may gueſs at what 1 felt. All I 
cou'd learn of my miſtreſs was, that ſhe continued ve- 
iy ill. My mind was tortured with a thouſand ima- 
ginations: ſometimes I thought her falſe, and that ir 
was her own deſire which kept me from ſeeing her; at 
other times I fancied the was really indiſpoſed. 

A month more ſlipped away, and I was as unlikely 
to ſee her then as at firſt, One morning my brother 
came into my chamber, before I was dreſt. He feem- 
ed over-complaiſant. to me, and expreſſed a concern 
for the alteration of my temper. I fancy, ſaid he, 
brother, that love has forced himſelf into your breaſt; 
and that the object of your paſſion has no regard to 
che torment you endure, I excuſed myſelf to him, 
that love had no concern in my humour, but rather 
an inward indiſpoſition of body. He ſaid many kind 
things upon that occaſion, promiſed to aſſiſt me all he 
could, and left me, | Lt 

As ſoon as he was gone, I dreſſed myſelf, and got 
on horſeback, in order once more to try my fortune: 
and I had taken a reſolution to fee my miſtreſs, what- 
ever hazard I ſhould run, a po Yrs oat 

When 1 came upon the ſkirt of a wood, within half 
a league of the place where 6 4 going, I was n. . 
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ed by a dozen men on horſeback, who, notwithſtandin 
the reſiſtance I made, got me down, bound me, 4. 
carried me into the wood. I imagined them to be 
thieves by their proceeding ; but they never once at- 
tempted to take any thing from me, which altered my 
opinion, and I began to think they had a deſign upon 
wy life, | TRE 
The ſtate and uncertainty of my love made death 
look like a friend. | 
They kept me in the wood till the duſk of the even- 
ing, then clapt me into a litter, and travelled hard all 
night. The next morning I was put into a boat, and 
hurried on board a veſſel that lay a league off at fea, 
As ſoon as they had received me, they weighed and 
ſet ſail ; and the perſon that ſeemed to have commmand 
in the boat, prov'd to be the captain of the veſſel. 
They carried me bound into his cabin, When we 
were alone, be gave me a paper, which 1 ſoon knew 
to be my brother's hand-writing; and iu it an 
open letter, whoſe hand I could not tell by the direc- 
tion. Upon this the Italian took them both out of his 
boſom. See, ſaid he, the fatal ſcroll, which has rob · 
bed me of all joy in this life, and which I have kept 
during my captivity. I 
The firſt letter he read was to this effect. 


Will not call thee by the name of brother: that thou 
haſt baſely forfeited. But know'the hand of heaven 
hangs over thee, to puniſh thy unfaithſul dealing with one 
who thinks it the greateſt curſe on "earth, that our pa- 
rents ſhould be the fame. The incloſed letter came into 
my hands by the. honeſtly of her that was commiſſioned to 
bring it to thee : who, abhoriug thy guilty commerce with 
her ungrateful miſtreſs, has diſcovered thy ſcene vil. 


lany. Know after thou haſt read this, prepare to ſuffer 


for thy ingratitude. An hour's ſpace is the lengi of 
thy life, and I think death too ſmall a revenge for the 
wrongs thou haſt committed againſt 


The other wal nt follows. | 
© "<8? BY To 


Hernando Alvares. 


I } 
1 
Thou, 


fear 6 
that 
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To ANTONIO ALVARES. 
IFE of my life i T have reſolved to bazard every 
thing io let you know the ſtate of my body and mind. 
Though body, life, and heart are entirely thine, yet I 
fear death will rob thee of them. My counterfeit illneſs, 
that day you ſaw me, without having the happineſs of 
ſpeaking to each other, brought a real diſtemper upbu me, 

and my fever took away my underſtanding: I bop 

have not in my ravings declared the ſecret of my ſout. 

The ſight of your brother . retards my health, and the 


hopes I have of my recovery, is once more io ſee thee, 
thou darling of my heart, 1 have prevailed upon one r 


my women, with preſents and promiſes, who I hope 1s 


honeſt, to deliver this to thee. Our private meetings, 1 


fear, will prove fatal to me; for I find our commerce, 


if { ſurvive, will make me a mother; but for fear it may 
touch me more in what thou art to ſuffer if known to be 
the father, death ſhall releaſe thee frum ihat danger. 


Upon the reading of theſe two letters, different paſ- 
fions ſwelled in my foul. My heart was torn with a- 
bonies for her I loved, and my breaſt was fired with 
revenge againſt my unnatural brother: for, as he had 


thook off all brotherly,love, I thought it was but juſ- 


tice I ſhould do ſo too. | 

I fat a conſiderable time in the utmoſt agony, not 
for fear of death; for I muſt confeſs I had not the 
leaſt thought about, it. The captain of the veſſel ſeeing 
me in that condition, ſpoke to me after this manner: 
Sir, though I am well paid by your brother, to end 
your life, yet I have ſo much compaſſion for your ſuf - 
ferings, knowing your crime to be only love, to mi- 
tigate your ſentence, I'll put you into a boat, with 
two men to conduct, you, and every thing that ſhall 
be neceſſary ; upon this condition, that you will give 
me your word and honour, not to appear at Rome in 
forty days. | 


I IT thanked him for his kindneſs, gave him my word, 


and.told him it was not fear cf death, but only to dit- 
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appoint my barbarous brother. Immediately a boat 
was ordered out, and every thing that was needful for 
a month's voyage. My two men were paid for the 
voyage before-hand, and we left the ſhip. I ordered 
them to ſteer for Leghorn, becauſe there I could be fur- 
niſhed with every thing that I wanted, from my ſiſter 
who had reſided there two years with her huſband, a 
-nobleman of Florence. But the wind not proving fa- 
vourable, we were drove out of our intended courſe, 
and had it not been for a French veſſel bound for Mal- 
za, who took us up, we had certainly periſhed, And 
happy for me, had it been my fate to have had a wave 
for my winding ſheet ; for two days after we were re- 
ccived on board, a corſair of Barbary met with us, 
and took us all prifoners. ee, 
I made no extraordinary appearance, being I was 
always diſguiſed when I went to the houſe where my 
miſtreſs lay indiſpoſed. Hamet, the name of our Iriſb 
renegado, valued my ranſom but at two hundi ed 
pounds. I wrote to both my ſiſters ſeveral times, and 
laid before them my unhappy condition, but never could 
hear from them; ſo that I either feared my letters 
had miſcarried, or they were willing to forget an un- 
bappy wretch like myſelf. "Tho", to ſay truth, I ne- 
ver received any hard ufage from Hamel; therefore, 
if the divine being will. favour us in our eſcape, III 
faithfully ſend him my ranſom. LED 
When he had ended his ſtory, we eondoled with 
one another, for our misfortunes had a reſemblance. 
By this time the day began to dawn, and Muſtapha 
rold vs we ſhould reach Magazan before night, We 
were all mightily overjoyed, becauſe we expected to 
| be a day longer in our voyage. I begged the favour 
of Mrs, Villars, to let me cleanfe her face from the 


ombre, which ſhe conſented to, I was filled with 
contemplation of her beauty, but was rouſed from theſe 


pleaſing thoughts by the appearance of ſeveral lowring 
clouds that ſeemed to threaten us with a hurricane, fre- 


quent in thoſe parts; and tho! they ſeldom laſt long, 
yet they might prove dangerous to our ſmall veſſel. 
. . Duſſapba 
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Mit apha adviſed to make to ſhore, but I could by 
no perſuaſion agree to that, but ordered him to hold 
on his courſe for Magazan, But the tempeſt roſe ſo 
ſuddenly, and ſo violent, that we were obliged to 
leave ourſelves to the mercy of the waves; and we did 
not know which way we drove, for the dark clouds 
had almoſt formed another night. 

Our boat was a new ſtout boat, and bore the wea- 
ther very well, but it frightened Mrs. Villars very 
much; and I had no other regard but for her. The 
tempeſt continued for near half the day, and when it 


grew calm, and cleared up, we were not in ſight of 


land. By good fortune I had provided a compaſs; 
and I ordered Muſtapha to ſteer due ſouth, the fame 
courſe we kept before the ſtorm began, which was 
before the wind. But tho' we had failed ſeveral hours 
ſouth, we could not diſcover any land. Muſtapha ad- 
viſed us to put to windward. back, for he did not 
doubt but we had overſhot Magazan in the ſtorm. 
We were preparing to tack about, when we diſco-, 
vered a fail within halt a league of us; for it was 
hazy weather, notwithſtanding the ftorm was over, 
or we ſhould have perceived her time enough to have 
avoided her. We kept upon a wind, and it freſhning 
upon us, our fail fplit, and we found it was impoſſi. 
ble to avoid the ſhip, who gained upon us every mo- 
ment. We thought it our wiſeſt courſe to lie by, and 


6 


wait for her, Now all the hope we had was, that 


the veſſel would prove a ſhip of Europe. I defired 
Mrs. Villar to conceal her ſex, and begged the favour 
of the Italian and Muſtapha to keep the ſecret. The 
ſhip was near us, and to our ſurpriſing joy, hoiſted 
French colours. We immediately put on board, be- 
cauſe they lay by on purpoſe. 
We were ſoon informed Monſieur Pidau de St. Olon 


vas on board, the ambaſſador from the King of France 


to the emperor of Morocco to treat of peace between 
the twocrowns. l immediately begged to be brought to 
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Mrs Villars, for fear of any accident. He uſed us 
very civilly, and promiſed us his protection. He ſaid 
his affair would not detain him long, and he would 
be ſure to gain ſafe conduct for us into our own coun- 
try. 80 

returned him thanks for his generous proffer, and 
begged he would command my life, to ſee how readi- 
ly I would obey him. He told me, fince I was will- 
ing to oblige him, he would ſoon put it in my power 


to ſerve him 


I have, ſaid he, loſt three of my retivue in the voy- 


age, two by fickneſs, and one drowned: by accident. 
You'll juſt make up that number, and you need not 
take any care for habits ; I will provide for you. The 
fourth perſon in your company I believe you'll be ſa- 


tisfied ſhould be taken care of on board our ſhip, for 


his landing on the African coaſt may prove prejudici- 
al to your affairs. | was mightily pleafed' with his pro- 
poſals, and communicated it to Mrs. Villars and our 
Italian gentleman. Mrs. Villars told me, ſhe was en- 
tircly under my conduct, and the 7zatian thought he 
ſhould have a better opportunity of getting unto his 
own country from Meguine z, than France. I would not 
ſuffer Monfieur St. Olon to clothe us as he propoſed : 
for I had procured of the Few four rich ſuits of Eu- 
ropcan cloth for a trifle, which I deſigned for Mrs. 
Villars and myfelf; for we intended the thould-put off 
her Moor iſh drefs, the firſt opportunity: * 
The ambaſſador provided a cabin for Mrs. Villars 
and me; and he ſeemed mightily taken with her youth 
and beauty, as a boy; and he would often ſay, nature 
had miſtaken ber, deſigning her for the faireſt of the 
ſofteſt ſex. Theſe encomiums made me very uneaſy, 
fearing he ſhould find: out the truth. But I under- 
ſtood afterwards, he had not the leaſt miſtruſt. | 

He treated us very ſplendidly at ſupper, confider- 
ing we were at ſea, When the ambaſſador went to 
reſt, Mrs. Villars and I retired to the cabin alloted 
us. What a ſenſible pleaſure did 1 feel to have the 
- happineſs of her company alone, without the _ 
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and terrors of offending any one! She perceived a 
ſatisfaction in my countenance, that ſpoke the joy of 
my heart; and by her diſcourſe that inſued, the was 
in ſome fear, leſt a guilty thought had worked that 
change. 1 841 

Mr. Boyle, ſaid ſhe, I hope you know what regard 
to pay my ſex, and do not wrong the good opinion I 
have conceived of you, I own the greateſt obligation 
to you, and I am not diſpleaſed, I am in your power, 
while you uſe that power with moderation. I had 


hardly the patience to heat her out. Madam, replied - 


I, be aflured your own ſoul ſhall not be more pure 
than my thoughts. But yet I will take the freedom 
to declare, no perſon in-the world has that command 
over me as you have. I muſt own you have it in 
vour power to puniſh me, by lighting a heart full of 
the moſt tender regard for you; and all | aſk, is only 
leave to hope; iE 

reſentments to you, ſhall only be in hating life, which 


will be a burden not able for me long to bear. It 


would be baſe in me, ſaid Mes. Villars, to give tor- 
ments where I am obliged ; I think to diſguiſe our 
thoughts is an art better loſt than learnt: and 10 deal 
frankly with you, I cannot find in my heart any aver- 
ſion for you; which is a declaration, if you knew my 
temper, ought to fatisfy-you.- I ſaid all the render 
things I was capable of, in return for this great bleſ- 
fing, and our converſation laſted ſeveral hours. 
told her at laſt, I was well aſſured ſhe wanted reſt ; 
and whatever pleaſure I took in her company, 1 would 
deprive myſelf of it and leave her to repole. | _ _ 
She feemed very much concerned, that I was ob- 
liged to leave her alone; well knowing | ſhould not 
get the conveniency of a place to reſt myſelf. 

I told her there was not any fatigue I would not 


undergo for her with plcaſure, I left her, and night - 


ſoon ſlipt away in pleaſing imaginations, I was ſur- 
prized to ſec her, who was ever in my thoughts, come 
out of the cabin dreſſed. Madam, ſaid 1 to her, I 
hope you have had nothing to diſturb your fleep. *. 
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am denied that, the utmoſt of my 


* 
4% 
£4 
I 
0 N 
: 
6 » 
FF 
. : 
4 ” 
= 
* 
o 
I * 
j 
Lys 
5 
8 7 
* 1 
5 1 
1 
* 
N 1 
[ ih 
mP.) 
* 5 
_—_— 
N 
* 
36 : 
"1h 
* 
_ 
449% 
. 4 
7H 
£6 
_ 
ih „ 
| 4 
I - 4 
2 1 
i 
" y 
0 
= 
4 
A oO 
1 
Is : 
= 
1 
= 
3 
* 
N 1 
0 1 
3 
48 
.vF 
tv 
. 
= 2 
„ of 
4 
"fy 
i: : 
(3 
1 
% 


_ 


— n Wy _— 

P n 
— — — — 

— 7 Pd * = 2 


" 
_ —_— 
— 


3 »»•»ñꝛ:„ 


EN l — —„½ — — _ ws — otro — 
. — ä < J . 1 . 
<a EE 3 * {<= — = | TR n 
5 — „ PR — 2 Is x == . 
— . — . 4 — T e — — de ag" — — 
9 


94 Tux ADVENTURES or 


obligingly anſwered me, nothing but the thoughts of 
your waking ; and therefore ſhe defired I would go 
and repoſe myſelf in the cabin, and I think, ſaid ſhe 
tis my duty to watch now. I excuſed myſelf, and 
told her it was but for one night more, for in all pro- 
bability we ſhould land the next day, and provide 
ourſelves with better accommodation. 
We went into the cabin together, and our conver- 
ſation chiefly centered on love. She told me at laft; 
the would leave her acknowledgments to me, till the 
was more at liberty, and in our own country, for fear 
I ſhould imagine the need ſhe had of my ſervice ſhould 
make her declare herſelf in my favour. ' When ! 
found ſo fair a beginning, I was refolved to puſh my 
fortune ; till with many intreaties, vows, and oaths 
of my fidelity, ſhe owned to me ſhe had a tender re- 
gard for me when ſhe ſaw me firſt, for ſhe was con- 
vinced of my love at our firſt converſation 3 not, con- 
tinued the, that 1 had any underſtanding in the art 
of love, but I knew the hazard you had put yourſelf 
in to ſerve me, could have no other motive but that 
paſſion; and the more I thought of it, the more E 
found my heart inclined to believe you. ; 
* Thoſe perſons that have felt the ſoft paſſion, may 
make a judgment of the tranſports I was in at this de- 
claration. I kiſſed her hand a thouſand times, and 
preſſcd it to my heart. She begged me io curb my 
tranſport, for fear ot being overbeard or obſerved; 
for, continued ſhe, you may remember, in my relati- 
on of my misfortunes, how near we were ſuffering 
by ſuch an overſight. This kind caution bridled my 
tongue, but could not command my eyes; they ſpoke 
the language of my ſoul. ' | | i 
Our ſilent converſation was diſturbed by the joy of the 


ſailors in diſcovering land; and we thought it pru- 


dent to wait on the ambaſſador, and congratulate him 
upon it. He received us very kindly, and told us he 
was pleaſed upon our accounts, that we might reco- 
ver on ſhore the fatigue of the ſea, and our captivity: 
The captain told us we ſhould come to an anchor bes» 
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fore dinner in the port of Mammora. I was mighti- 
ly ſurprized to find that we were got to the ſouth of 
Sallee, and found that the tempeſt had drove us back 
beyond Salle ſeveral leagues, 'Dhis we ſtill efteemed 
a greater happineſs, and if Miſſtapha had not been 


guided by me, we had miſſed the good fortune, of 


meeting with the French veſſel, and of courſe had made 
the port of Sallee whether we would or no. Upon 


this thought, I began to imagine that Mſtapha, as 


underſtanding the mathematics, knew where we were, 
and conſequently had deſigned to betray us. I com- 
municated my thoughts to Monfieur St. Olon, and he 
came into my ſentiments. He immediately called the 
captain of the ſhip, and ordered Muſtapha to be ſtrict- 
ly guarded in his abſence; and if any Moors came on 
board, to prevent his ſeeing of them; but deſired 
that he might want nothing but his liberty. When 


we came to an anchor, the captain was ſent on ſhore 


to acquaint the Moors with the arrival of an ambaſſador 
from France ; and preſently the fort ſaluted him with 
one and twenty guns, which was returned from the 
ſhip gun for gun. The governor of Mammora in an 
hour's time came on board attended, who ſaluted our 
ambaſſador, and begged he would have patience to 
ſtay in the ſhip, till he had acquainted the emperor 


his maſter with his arrival, The ambaſſador invited 


him to an entertainment; and tho' I obſerved he re- 
fuſed wine, yet he and his retinue ſwallowed the 
punch ſo faſt that their heads proved as hght as their 


heels, When they went on ſhore again, the cannon 
of the ſhip gave them a ſalvo, which was returned by 


the fort, as ſoon as ever they were landed. The next 
day an order came from the emperor that we ſhould 
immediately repair to Meguinez, the place where the 
emperor re ſided. | 12 

The next day the ambaſſidor ſet forward with his 
whole retinue, among which were Mrs, Villars, the 
Italian, and myſelf, dreſſed richly after the European 
faſhion, We, were provided with dromedartes to 
carry us, all but the ambaſſador who was RET 

| | wi 
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with an Arabian courſer. Within a mile or two of 
Mequinez, we perceived the king at the head of his 
army in a great plain. At firſt ] thought it a mark 
of reſpect to the ambaſſador of France; but found it 
was purely accident, for our guide led us out of the 
way to avoid them. . 5 
When we arrived at Meguinez, we were led to a 
houſe belonging to the French conſul, or rather a 
houſe he had hired for that occaſion. Before we 
were well entered the houſe, a guard of Moors was 
fixt upon us, and ſtrict orders given that not a ſoul 
ſhould ſtir out, not even the ambaſſador nor conſul, 
I thought this an odd proceeding, and ſometimes ima- 
gined it was upon our account, as fear is an expediti- 
ous painter, but my timidy vaniſhed, when Monſieur 
St. Olon informed me, it was the Mooriſh cuſtom not 
to let a foreign ambaſſador give or receive viſits till af» 
ter his firſt audience. : 
Mrs. Villars and I had an apartment allotted us, 
with but one bed in it, after the Mooriſh manner, 
She told me, ſhe could not bear the thoughts of my 
watching every night, and begged I would go to reſt 
with the /talian ; but we found he was provided of a 
companion, one of the retinue, and there was no help 
tor it. I always retired when my miſtreſs undreſſed 
herſelf, and gave her time to go into bed: I then with 
a quilt laid myſelf down on the floor, but was far 
from taking my repoſe. The thoughts of the woman 
I loved being ſo near me, naked in bed, kindled ſuch 
a deſire in my breaſt ; and the pain I took to ſmother 
ic, perfectly burnt me up. I would have my readers 
excuſe me, if they are diſobliged at any part of my 
ſtory, becauſe I am only relating matters of fact. | 
Ihe next day, when | aroſe from my boarded bed, 
I retired to give the loadſtone of my deſires time to 
dreſs herſelf: when I entered the room again, the 
obſerved my countenance very attentively, and told 
me ſhe was grieved to find in my features fomething 
that ſpoke a diſordered body; which [ am ſure, faid 
ſhe, is for want of reſt ; but, added ſhe, I beg it as 
| | | 2 
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of a fa vour, you will immediately undreſs yourſelf, and 
lis go into bed, and try to repoſe yourſelf, and I'll make 
k | your excuſe. to the ambaſſador. I ge fuſed ita great 
it while, but in ſhort ſhe forced me to comply with her 
1e commands, I went to bed, but new thoughts again at- 

tacked me, and drove ſleep away. Mrs Villurs had K- 
2 tired and ſtaid about an hour, When ſhe came in 
a again, ſhe ſtole ſoftly for fear of diſturbing me. My | 
e mind was fo violently agitated, that I real y began to [4 
18 be out of order, and feveriſh, which ſhe obſerved, 
11 


and came to the bed- ſide and with a tender inquietude 
. aſked me how I did. I took hold of her hand, pre- 
6 ſed it to my lips, and thanked her. for her kind. care 1 
'. of me. Alas! ſhe cried, you are very much indiſ- | 
r MW poſed, and J am the cauſe of it. Upon this the tears 
t ran down her cheeks, like morning dew on roſes. 
2 Her tenderneſs gave me all the joy imaginable ; and 
| as ſhe leaned her head over me, weeping, I preſſed 
her ſoft lips cloſe to mine, which plunged my ſoul in 
: ecſtaſies af joy. She bluſhed at my freedom, yer till 
7 begged I would try to fleep. I told her it was impoſ- | 
a ſible, while ſhe was there; upon this ſhe was going 
, to retire in haſte, but I caught her by the ſoft hand, 
) and told her if fhe went out it would be a greater im- 
| poſſibility for me to reſt. She conjured me by that 
; love I profeſſed, if it was not a falſhood, to declare 
. to her the torments of my mind, She inſiſted ſo much 
. -upon't, that I told her the ſecret of my heart. She -Y 
fell upon her knees, and begged I would not mention 
. it any more, for ſhe owned herſelf ſo much obliged 
to me, there was not any thing in her power ſhe 
could refuſe me, but that. I begged her pardon, and 
had reſalved to ſuffer death ſooner than to have diſ- 
cloſed my malady; but I would be ever filent upon 


* 


: that theme, till ſhe commanded me to ſpeak. My 1 
* dear Boyle, ſaid ſhe, I am not aſhamed to call you fo, 

/ ſay till we arrive in £ng/and, and here I vow to make 

| you mine, whenever y2u ſhall command me. Upon 
Keying this, the joined her lips to mine, not conſider- 4 


ing that endeayouring to 1 my flame, ſhe * 
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ed oil vpon it and made it burn the fiercer. I told 
her, true love was above nice formality, and that 

marriages were*made in heaven. Said ſhe, I hope 
they are, but begged by both our loves to drop this 
theme. I told her IT would, tho? death ſhould follow. 
T remained ſilent for ſome time, while tears ſtopt her 
ſpeech. We were interrupted by a meſſenger from 
the ambaſſador, who came to invite us to dinner, for 
he always did us che favour of dinning at his table. I 
* begged to be excuſed, for T found myſelt a little in- 
diſoſed. The meſſenger had not been gone a mo- 
ment before the ambaffndor came in to enquire after 
my health, and brought his phyſician with him, who 
feeling my pulſe, told him I was in a fever, but bleed- 
ing he did not doubt would give me cafe. I told him 
I ſhould be better in the morning, if not, I would take 
bis advice, The ambaſſador would bave Mr. Vilars, 
as we had named her, to dinner with him, who had 
endeavoured to compoſe berſelf while they had been 
in che room. As ſhe was going from me, ſhe ſqueez- 
cd my hand, and ſaid, Endeavour to compoſe your- 
Jelf to Neft, and youll ſoon be better. 
They retired and left me to my own thoughts, 
which were various and 6isjointed. Mrs Pillars did 
not ſtay long; the came in ſoftly as before, expecting 


that I might have been afleep. When ſhe found 1 


- was in the ſame diforder, ſhe burſt into tears, and 
cried; Will nothing ſatisfy you, but my undoing ? 
No, madam, ſaid I, I will fight with my deſires, and 
m reſolved to conquer or die. She ſtaid with me 
rill ſupper, and our whole diſcourſe was upon the 
paſſion of love. When ſhe came back from ſupper, 
1 had got up and had dreſt myſelf; but the combat 
in my mind had really diſordered my body, which the 
on ſaw: ſhe begged I would go to bed again, and 
the would watch me. I told her, the world ſhould 
not prexail upon me to break her reſt; nor even ſhe 
Herſelf, who was more to me than the world. I had 
tat me down upon the bed, and Mrs Fi/ars came and 
fat down by me. We remained ſilent a conſiderable 
05 f ume: 
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Id time: at- laſt ſhe took my hand in hers, and preſſed 
at me by the ſingertrs. 2 1 3 
pe Mr Boyle, ſaid ſhe, I have overcome myſelf: 1 
18 cannot ſee you in this torture of body and mind, and 
. not contribute to your eaſe, Here ſolemnly ſwear to 
er be my huſband, and do with me what you pleaſe: L 
m hope you are a man of honour, and that's what J 
or rely upon. Nothing in this world could have tran- 

I ſported: me ſo much as thoſe: few words did: 1 fell 
"= upon my knees, kiſſed her hands, and did I know 
D- not what! Madam, faid I, you have made me the 
er happieſt man the earth contains; and if I thought 
10 my heart and tongue did not agree in what I am go- 
. ing to ſay, I would pull them both out this moment. 
m When I had ſaid this, I fell on my knees, and made 


this ſhort vow, Thou God that knoweſt the heart of man, 
J do beſeech thee, puniſh me with eternity of _tormenis 
if ever I prove falſe to this darling of my ſoul; whom | 
before thee I take, ar the greateit bleſſing, to be my, © 
lawful uiſe. And here I ſwear, ſaid the kneeling, 10 
tate no other 10 my bed and heart ; and with this kiſs, 
ſaid ſhe, I ſeal the ſacred union, I told her, nothing, 
could be more binding, and the prieſt could but con- 
firm what we had done already... xx. 
Now the tender moment was approaching to crown 
my joys with all I wiſhed on earth; kings on their 
thrones to me ſeemed poor and baſe, and I'd not have 
changed to be the monarch of the univerſe. I beg- 
ged my dear bride I might be her bride-maid as well 
as huſband, and that ſhe would give me leave to un- 
dreſs her. Said the, my love, my life, my huſband, 1 
ath to obey, you in every thing that's inemy power, 
and when þ fail in my obedience may I be miſerable in 
the loſs of you. I was too eager to ſay any thing in 
return, but J undreſſed her, put her to bed, and you 
may be ſure I did not ſay long behind. The veil of 
night was drawn round us, and I plunged into a ſea. 
of pleaſures, too delicate for words to expreſs. 
The next day, the ambaſſador ſaw contentment in 
both our faces, and Wr. ulated me for eee, 
Lain 0 & Kg" © 
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of my health. Never was there ſo tender a wife; 
and the longer I had the happineſs of enjoyment, the 
more my love was raiſed, Þ be next day, the ambaſ- 
ſador was to have his firſt audience, and we were all 
to be in readineſs by ſeven in the morning. I got up 
early, and drefled my dear wife in a new ſuit of clothes, 
on purpoſe for this occaſion. The governor of Alcaf< 
far, Hamet addo Riffy, was to be our maſter of the ce- 
remonies, who attended us with ſeveral Moors of 
quality, and a troop of the king's blacks, as guards, 


We ſet forward about eight o'clock, in this order + 
2. Several of the no- 


1; Twelve of the Moor guards. | 
bility, two by two. 3. The ambaſſador, wah Hamer 
adao Riffy on his right-hand, preceded by two trum- 
pets and kettle drums, the 
left among the Moors, becauſe you have the command 


of their ſword. 4. Twenty-four gentleman of the am- 


baſſador's train, two by two. 5. Twelve French ſlaves 


that carried the preſents, 6. Twelve more of the 
guards: and the order was cloſed by a Moc iſh mob, 
that abuſed us with their tongues all they could; nay 
ſome of them artempted to throw ſtones, but were 
baſtino'd by the guards. We were all on foot; tho? 
the king's palace was a mile from the place where we 
ſef/SEw. © 275559705 ee WR 


I was mightily concerned at the fatigue my dear wife 
underwent, for it was violent hot; though we had 
the beſt on't, for going next the ambailador, who 


ordered we ſhould do fo, we had ſome ſhelter from 
the umbrella that was carried over his head, 


We entered the palace through the marble gate, ſo 
called from tWa marble pillars that adorn it, and from 
| with white walls and black guards 
on each fide, we arrived at a ftately pavilion: Where 
a halt was commanded 'till the king was acquainted 


« thence, immufe 


with our arrival. 'We' waited ſome time, but at laſt 


 faw him coming mounted on a white horſe, through 
one of the avenues that led to the pavilion. His 


guards, Who had lined hat paſſage. on each fide, 
bowed down to the ground as he paſſed along. 


3 
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As ſoon as 


he came to the portico, he gave a lance chat he bore 
to one of his guard, got off his horſe, and ſquatted 
dowa upon the floor without any thing under him. 
He had nothing in his dreſs to be diſtinguiſhed from 
the reſt of his ſubjects, but was muffled up to the eyes 
with a chocolate-coloured handkerchief, that did not 


ſcem over-clean. His legs 


and arms were bare: as to 


4 


his age, he ſeemed to be about fifty; of a very tawny - 
complexion, and very lean his hair black, 2 — 
to gray; of a middle ſtature, with hollow cheeks, an 


eyes black, a ſmall hooked noſe, and thick lips. Some 
of his courtiers ſat down on cach ſide of him, bare-. 
legged and bare-headed;; and behind bim ſtood a 


black with a great fan in his hand, not only to cool 


him, but to-keep off the muſkitos, a ſmall fly, ver 7 
troubleſome in moſt parts of Africa. 

Maiumet ben addo Otar, his chief miniſter and fa- 
vourite, was the only perſon that ſtood. 

As ſoon as the emperor had ſquatted down on the 


floor, he repeated theſe words in Arabic three times, 


Tay buon, which is as much as to ſay, 
a common expreſſion when they are addreſſed 10 dy 


You are welcome; 


a foreigner.” Then dur ambaſſador made a long 


ſpeech in French, prepared for that purpoſe, which 
was only a panegyric upon both kings, fulſome e- 
nough ; but the French deal much in wordy compli- 
ments, 'The interpreter, when the ambaſſador had 
done, read the ſame in Arabic to the emperor, 
ſpeech was very long in French and Arabic, but the 
emperor heard it out patiently, which. was reckoned 
a good omen; he alſo excuſed himſelf that he did not 
admit him-ſooner to his audience, it being the Rama» 
dan, or Eaſter. When the compliments were over, 
the ambaſlador preſented all his retinue to the emps- 
ror, but I obſerved he took a particular notice of my 
wife, and eyed her ſeveral times, which gave me 7a 
great deal of uneaſineſs; for it is as dangtious io be 
a handſome nian as a handſome woman in Morocco, it - 
the brute of ag emperor ſhould have a fapcy for Lew · 
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1 longed to have au end of audiencgde . 
After we were preſented, the ambaſſador ordered 
his preſents to be opened and ſpread before the empe- 
ror ; which conſiſted af fine arms made at Paris, ſe - 


two pieces of gold and ſilver bracade. The emperor 
in return, gave the ambaſſador four young ſlaves, 
three of them French, tho' he tock them all for the 
ſame nation, but the other was an Engliſimau, and 
the fame perſon I mentioned in the begwning of this 
relation, who went in the ſame boat on board of the 
Succeſa. I was very much confounded at ſeeing bim, 
well knowing he was on board when 1 fell out of the 
ſhip. I longed for an opportunity to confer with him, 
tho' I could not perceive by his looks that he knew 
me; but that might be from my change of habit, and 
the ſun's tarniſhing my complexion. ? 
The emperor froſe, when he had given the flaves, 
mounted, and rode off; and we went home in the 
fame order as we came there; only the chief miniſter, 
Mabumet ben ad.lo Otar accompanied the àmbaſſador 
as far as the marble gate. I informed my dear wife 
when we came to our lodging, the anxiety I was in when 
the emperor eyed her: the told me ſhe;had made the 


I had not the preſence of mind, upon the inſtant, io 
imagine myſelf a-man. However, we both wiſhed 
ourſelves on board, and the embaſſy well over, aud 
then we might make ourſelves merry with our fears, 

The next day our fears were much increaſe d; for 
hearing a noile in the ſtreet, we went to laok out 49 
| know the reaſon, and diſcovered Hamet, our Trifb 

Renegado, with. ſeveral priſoners manacled. We 
ſoon retired again, but learnt by other people that 
they were going to the emperor. that he might make 


I faid, and we reſolved immediately to get leave to go 
I upon the inſtant went to wait upon the ambaſſador, 
and declared io him what 1 had ſeen, begging leave 

1 PITT ol hs at 


veral Engliſh watches, cloth, two Per ſian carpets, and 


ſame obſervation with much uncafineſs : for, ſaid. ſhe, 


His choice, The fight of him reoewed our fears, as 


on board, for fear of ſome unlucky turn of fortune. 


a 


. » ww 
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any peaceable form to wait on the ambaffador: but he 
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at the fame time we might be ſuffered to go on board. 
He told me he would comply with my requeſt for Mr, 
Villars and the Italian, but begged it as a favour that I 
would ſtay. with him, for he ſhould have great need of 
my aſſiſtance; and it any thing ſhould fall out, he would 
engage for my liberty. Tho the requeſt cut me to the 
heart, yet it was neither prudence nor good manners 10 
refuſe him. I gave him my promiſe to obey his com : 
mands, but begged he would not inſiſt upon my going 
abroad, but as ſeldom as poſſible, I went to my wife, 
(my readers, perhaps, may ſmile at my calling her wife, 
but I will aſſure em we thought ourſelves as much 
married, as if the pa: fon had executed his holy func- 
tion; nevertheleſs we did not intend to neglect that 
ceremony the very firſt opportunity) and told her the 
ambaſſadorꝰs requeſt, and my promiſe; She agreed with 
me in the reaſonableneſs of it, but yet could not for- 
bear ſheding floods of tears, at our, we hoped, ſhort ſe- 
paration. 'The next day was deſigned for the journey; 
but the enſuing night was ſpent with fighs, tears, and 
lowneſs of ſpirit that looked ominous. Yet we partedz 
and for ſeveral hours I could Not bring my. mind to 


ſent for me at laſt, and told me the reaſon of his de- 
firing me to continue with him, was thus: | 
The king his maſter had commanded him to make 
ſome obſervation of the cuſtoms and manners of this 
part of Africa; and, added he, I have obſerved in you 
a capacity fit to aſſiſt me in the deſign. I told him he 
might command me in any thing that lay in my pow. 
er, and chat Itook it for an honour be would think me 
worth his employment. | . 
We had notice the next day from the perſon that 
attended my wife with the camels, that he ſaw them 
ſafe on board, which gave me ſome comfort. I beg» 
ged the ambaſſador to give me leave to ſpeak a word 
or two with one of the flaves that the emperor gav 
him. He ordered him to come before him, 8 
defired he would tell me how he came into the hands of 
the Moors, He was prodigioully ſurpriſed 10 OP | 
"Mp 5 W 
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there, and could hardly believe his eyes; for it was 
thought by every body that I had either been killed or 
drowned; as indeed it was very improbable to think - 
otherwiſe, He informed us, that three days after the 
Succeſs parted with the Spaniſh man of war, another A. 
gerine rover met with them, and took them after an 
obſtinate fight; the captain and ſeveral others being 
ſlain in the battle, It was his good fortune to be bought 
for the emperor's uſe; I call it good fortune, ſaid he, 
becauſe I was preſented to the French ambaſſador, and 
am now in hopes of my freedom. 5 

I told the ambaffador in French what he faid ; and 
he was pleaſed to ſay, that to oblige me he would take 
him into his protection. I remembere# Mahumer 
ben addo Otar was ambaflador in England; he came to 
viſit the anibaſſador often, and underſtanding Engliſh, 
I gathered ſeveral good hints for his defign; for he 
was courteous enough, though an enemy in his heart 
to the Enghſh. Gf fe IE ASSISTS te 

I think it will not be much amiſs here to give the 
reader a ſuccinct account of the euftoms and manners 
of the Moors of Fez and Moroceo; and we will farſt 
begin from their laſt revolution. 
_ Muley | Iſmael, the preſent emperor of Morocco, 

retends to derive his birth from Mahorret himſelf. 
He was ſon to Muley X-rif king of Taphilet, but was 
ſucceeded by Muley Archyd, who dy'd with a debaucts 
he made among his courtiers. * © © 
His unexpected death in 1672. gave room for many 
of his family to raiſe rebellion in their ſeveral provin- 
tes: but Maley Iſinael being the greateſt favourite of 
the people, and of an enterpriſing temper, proclaimed 
himſelf king of Taphilet, and ſeized his brother's trea- 
ſures, which are the ſinews of war. His nephew, Mil. 
ley Hamet, gave him the moſt trouble; for he had gain- 
ed a party, and declared himſelf king of Sus and Mo-. 
rocco, had ſeveral batiles, but at laſt was overcome, as 
well as the reſt, and //niael, was fettled the peaceful 
Eking of Taphilet, Morocco and Fez, I have given a de- 
ſcription of his perſon already. His empire —_— 


> 
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from north to ſouth four hundred leagues ; from eaſt 
to weſt upwards of a hundred and fifty, + | 
There are three ſtrong places poſſeſſed by the Euro- 
peans on the coaſt of Mic. Firſt, Magazan on the 
ocean, by the Portugueſe 3 and on the Meduerranean, 
Meliſſa and Ceuta by the Spaniards. They bad two more 
ſtrong holds, Larache and Mammora; but the pre- 
ſent emperor drove them out ſhamefully. And Tan- 
gier once belonged to the Engliſh, who abandoned it a 
{ew years ago, firſt demoliſhing the fortifications, 
The emperor has but nine ſea-ports in his whole do- 
minions, viz. Saucta Cruz, Safy, Sallee, Mammora, La- 
rache, Arzill, and Tangier on the African ocean: Laf- 
farina, and Tetuan on the Mediterranean; tho' Teiuan 
is two leagues within land. To begin in order as they 
are named; Sancta Cruz, or the holy croſs, is the firſt 
port to the ſouthward. The town is about a mile in 
length, and a quarter broad. The chief merchants are 
7ews, who trade with Eigland and Hilland . ' Their 
vent is hides, dates, copper and bees-wax. n 
Saſy or Sophia, appears next, a tou fituated on a 
hill; but drives a larger trade than Sancte Cruz, / 
Sallee, fituared 35 leagues ſomhweſt of Cape Spar tel. 
It is divided into two towns, the old and the new; it 
is called by the natives Arbat, Lhere's a very-good har - 
bour, and a ſtveng caſtle well ſtored wich guns, if the 
Moors knew how to make uſe af them. Ihe town ig 
large, and well inhabited, but the walls are all demo- 
liſhed, IJ obſerved the ruins of a church, the ſtec ple 
yet ſtanding, a noble fine Gu, building. The chief 
trade of this town conſiſts inthe prizes chat are brought 
r ul dye roany rye to 
About ſeven leagues more tothe north ſtands Mam · 
mor a, once poſſeſſed by the Spaniards. It ſtands in a 
bottom ſurrounded with mountains, which renders 
the air very unwholeſome, by reaſon of the exceſſive 
heat; but the bay is fine; large, and ſecure from all 
winds, This town is generally the: high road to Me- 
une, the preſent capital of Morocc g 
The next port gorthwaydis Larache, a town of a 7 | 
e 3 Aa | ſuant 
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ſant fitvation, and ſtrongly fortified ;- but, to the eter- 


nal infamy of the Spaniards, delivered up to Iſmael: 


after a ſiege of five moons; two thouſand ſoldiers 
and an hundred officers taken priſoners :- a ſufficient 
force to have defended ir againſt the powers of Muley 
Iniael, for they neither wanted proviſions nor ammu- 
nition, But we ſhall leave them and their cowardiſe, 
and go on to | 
Arzilla, or Azilath about twelve leagues more north. 
A place only famed for tobacco, which they ſeldom. 
trade abroad for, having ſufficient vent for it among 


the natives of Morocco; and as we have but little buſts: 


neſs with it, we'll come to | | 


T angier as faſt as we can, a fine large, well · fortiſied 
city, when in the hands of the Engliſh but ſince they 
have left it, and razed the fortifications, the Moors. 


have not thought fic to repair it, TIF 


The next, Zaffn ina, is a place of very little note, 


and therefore we ſhall make no obſervation concern- 
Ing It, e $417 4119 STI 52% * 
Tbe laſt is Tetuan, a town fix miles within land, 
without any fortification. The inhabitants came ori- 
ginally from the province of Andaluſia in Spain, as in - 
deed did moſt of the Moors on the fea coaſts of Africa. 
They are white men, pretty well civilized, very, kind: 
to ſtrangers and Chriſtians, and pay but litile regai d to 
_ the emperor of Morocco, ' r 
As to the nature of the inhabitants, they are moſt 


of a tawny complexion, of a lazy, idle diſpoſition, 


and curſed with all the vices of mankind, miſtruſſ ful 
to the laſt degree, falſe; jealous, and the very picture 


of ignorance, N ſtyle themſelves Muſſulmen, or: 
eir word is not to be relied upon 


true believers, yet t 
on any occaſion, The Moors are generally but indif- 


ferent foldiers, and but ſeldom brave. They are of-' 


ten famed in the Spariſh hiſtories for men of gallantry, 
but I could never find them inclined that way. They 
manage a horſe, it muſt be confeſſed, with a great deal 
of dexterity. They abominate the Chriſtians, for the; 
very word fignifics in their language dog ; and are con - 
0 | | tinually: 


* 
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e e to deſtroy them. Mahomet has 
taught em in his Alcoran, that all of his faith who die 
fighting againſt the Chriſtians, immediately enter into 
paradiſe in triumph; nay, even their horſes, if they 
die in battle, are immediately tranſlated into heaven 
for they hope to have the pleaſure of riding there as 
well as on-carth,  _ gy gt: e 
Though poly: amy is allowed, yet they muſt marry 
but four wives, and muſt ſettle a dowry upon them; 


and if they ever put them away, they muſt return their 


dowry along with em: but they keep as many concu- 
bines as they think fit; tho” they have this privilege, 
when they can pleaſe them no longer, they ſell them 
to the beſt bidder; ſo that the women of Morocea, in 
my opinion, have but a ſad time on't: yet the huſband 
is obliged to keep all their children. They eſteem 
idiots and naturals to be ſaints, if they are men; for 
they believe the women have no ſou's, and are only 
formed for propagation, They will not allow 'em to 
enter their moſques, becauſe they eſteem them unca- 
pable of being received into heaven: yet they ſay their 
prayers at home, and on Fridays reſort to the places 
of burial, to weep over the graves of their deceaſed 
friends clothed in blue, which is their mourning. 
They hire profeſſed mourners to grieve and cry at the 
graves of their relations, and howl over them, as I 
have heard the Iriſb; aſking them why they would 
die when they were provided with every thing that was 
neceſſary an this world. Their time is ſpent in eating, 
drinking, ſleeping, dallying with their women, hor- 
ſes, and prayers, for they never learn to read, and 
are forbid gaming, and even their prayers are Dunn ; 


over ſo flothfully, as if they were aſleep. 


They have uſually a ſtring of beads in their hands, 
like the Roman Cathokcs ; and to every bead they have 
a ſhort prayer, which as they repeat, they. drop 
through their fingers. Ihe prayer conſiſts only in 
different attributes of God, as God is great, God is good, 
God is infinite, God is merciful. The emperor of theſe 
wretches only differs from his ſubjects in a larger pro- 
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2 to their ill qualities, with the addition of x 
degree of cruelty and avarice I was told that during 
his twenty years reign he had murdered with his own 
hands twenty three thouſand men: nay, I am apt to 
believe the truth of it, for he put forty ſeven to death 
in the one and twenty days we were at his court. 
Every nuion is amazed to find his ſubjects ſo ſub- 
miſive and patient under fo exceſſive and cruel a ty- 
Tanoy + Bur they ſhould underſtand, bating their want 
of power, that they are taught to believe, if they fall 
by the hand of a king, who is a Xi, which ſignifies 
Mahomet's ſucceſſor, they immediately go up to hea- 
ven; and if there is any rhat wou'd not willingly be 
ſent to heaven before their time, they are ſure to fly 
him when he is ctoathed in yellow, which is his colour 
of murder; and he generally dyes it of a blood - colour 
before he gocs to ſleep. | 
As l was viewing ſome new buildings one day, near 
the king's palace, I percejved him giving directions to 
ſome of the workmen. er were ſeveral carts drove 
by hisflaves with materialsfor his building ; and as they 
paſſed him, he baſtinado'd' fome for going too fait, 


 whiteothers thinking to mend that fault, were drubbed 


by him for going too flow ; one poor creature, trem- 
bling for fear ot what would follow, went bowing be- 
fore his cart; but the e peror wounding the horſe in 
the fl ink, he gave a ſpring tumbled the wretch down, 
and drove over him, Another following him, ran 
to aſſiſt his fellow, but the emperor threw his dart, 
and ſtruck him in the ſhoulder. The flave drew it 
out, and upon his knees preſented it to him again, 
which the emperor, when the man had got ſome dit- 
tance from him, darted into his chine The fool drew it 


out once more, and, covered with blood, gave it to him 


back again; but as he was ſtooping, he fell down with 


loſs of blood at the barbarian's feet, who did him the 


favour to pin him to the earth throngh his back. 
I was ſo ſhocked at the ſight, that I could not re- 


cover myſelf for a good while afterwards. I thought 


the poor fellow was a fool; for if it had been my we” 
| ; Cale, 
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caſe, I would have returned it through his body the 


firſt time: for he was ſure of dying, and I think it 
would have been ſome ſatisfaction to have ſent the 


author of my death the ſame journey. 

This king uſed to murder his flaves upon the leaſt 
complaint from the Moors, which they would make 
out of hatred to Chriſtians, - But the wretch finding 
his flaves decreaſe too much, took another method; 
and when the next complaint was made, he killed the 
ſlave, the. perfon complained againſt, but ordered 
the complainant immediately to pay him double the 
price he coſt him, or find him two more ſlaves in his 
room that inſtant, which he was obliged to do; but 
this proceeding ſtopt their mouths for the future, 

They ſay he has a great deal of wit and courage, 
is very active, and expert in riding, and hurling the 
dart, He drinks no wine, becauſe his religion for- 
bids it » but when he takes opium, or drinks a cer- 
tain mixture that he makes himſelf, compounded. 
with brandy, cinnamon, cloves, aniſced, and nut- 
megs, woe be to him that comes in his way. He's. 
much addicted to women, having no leſs than four. 
hundred concubines; He has one hundred and 
cighteen male children alive, and about two hundred. 
females. One of the males. whom he deſigns for his 
ſucceflor, and which he had by a black, who adviſes. 
him in every thing, and is reckoned a polite woman, 
he has named Mal Zeyden His revenue conſiſts in 
preſents from the governors of his provinces, and 


the Arabians who live in hutts about his dominions. 


When he has a mind to ſqueeze, he ſends for a go- 
vernor from his province, who knows well enough- 
what he is ſent to for, and therefore provides himſelf 


accordingly; ſo that the emperor fleeces the govern - 4 


ors, and they fleece the people: So that there is no 


one rich but himſelf, and yet he does not know What 
uſe to put his treaſure to, but hides it in ſecret places; 


and the perſon that affiſts him in the concealment is 
{ure to loſe his life for his aſſiſtance. 


n the " and the\ place of his reſi - 
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dence, was formerly but a ſmall village, but now it 
contains fix hundred thouſand inhabitants, and the 
ſtreets are ſo-crowded, : there's hardly any paſſing a- 
long. It is but a mean city, very ill built; and if 
there falls any rain, the dirtieſt place Jever ſet my 
foot in; for there's no pavement in the ſtreets; and 


hen it is dry the duſt is ready to choke one. The 


king's palace is indeed a very large place, almoſt four 
miles round, including his gardens; but it is very ill 
contrived. Here you ſhall:ſee a *fine pillar added to 


ſupport an old ruined-place, and yet he employs moſt 
of his time io building. In ſhort, it looks like gold 


lace upon a'hop-ſack. 5 
His ſtables are the moſt regular building in all his 


palace. But chat's no wonder, for the Moors even 
reverence horſes; and one that has been a pilgrimage 
to Mecca, has as much veneratiom as the pilgrim bim- 


ſelf. The king had one of theſe horſes; which Ihave 


ſeen always finely capariſoned, and a flave to attend, 
who carried a pot and cloth to keep him clean. All 


the horſes that are thus ſanctified are uſually freed 


from all manner of ſervice, and if the owner cannot 
afford to keep it, which often happens, there is a 
penſion ſettled upon them by the Mufti. 

The Fews drive a great trade here, but they pay 
ſufficiently for that priviledge-; for they are obliged 


to wear black caps, xhat they may be diſtinguiſhed; 
and notwithſtanding their great trade, they are but 


ſcurvily uſed, for if a child inſults them, it is as much 


as their lives are worth to reſiſt. 


The women of Morocco, I mean all that 1 had the 


fortune to ſee, were very handſome, fine large full 
eyes, round faces, and every feature exact. They 
are very amorous, and dexterous in contriving me- 


thods to ſatisfy their deſires. 
A gentleman of our retinue told me, he had got an 


intrigue with one of the Mooriſh women, daughter to 


WE 
"I 


a governor of a province; and his manner of going 


to the appointment was in diſguiſe. She ſent him by 
a French ſlave of hers, a complete woman's dreſs, 
py: | 5 which 
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which are generally all alike ; and their faces are all 
muffled up to the eyes, - ſo that they are often met by 
their own huſbands in the ſtreet, without being known; 
by this-dreſs he got admittance as a lady coming to 


pay a viſit, and then they are very ſecure: for it is — 


the cuſtom, whenever a man, even the huſband, finds 
a pair of women's ſandals at the door of his wife's 
chamber, he muſt retire; for it is the greateſt affront” 
they can put on a woman, to enter her apartment 


when they have that warning to the contrary, He 
told me ſhe was a delicious creature, and miſtreſs of 


the whole art of love. It is no wonder if they give 

themſelves up to love, when perhaps there are twenty, 
or more, according to the capacity of the perſon that 
keeps them, ſharers in one fiagte man; and they muſt* 


be contented to ſtay for due benevolence, till their 


tyrant pleaſes to ſend for them. 


Ihe habit of the men is generally white, which is 


2 colour they extremely delight in, with a red cap on 
their heads, that is the married men; for all the 


youths, from the prince to the beggar, before wed- 


lock, go uncoveted. Fhey are cloſe ſhaved under 
their caps, excepting one lock upon the crown of 
their heads; which they never cut off; being they are 
taught, by that lock, Mahomet is to draw them up to 


tbeir ĩmaginary paradiſe: They only ſhave under their 


chins; but ſuffer their beards and muſt achoes to grow, 


which they take a particular pride in the length or 


largeneſs of it; and he that's well bearded, miſt be a 


wiſe man. ; : 


Their ſhirts are made like ſhifts, only the lle ves are 


ſo long that they hang down over their hands. Un- 


der the ſhirt they wear linen drawers, that reach 
down to their knees, for their legs are always bare; 
their ſhoes are made without heels, like Jriſh brogues. 


Over the ſhirt is a- veſt without ſleeves, which they 
ſurround with a filk-ſearf; of what colour they pleaſe, 


except green, which is a colour ſacred to Mabomet, 
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their emperor, and the clergy; in this they thruſt 


ſhort daggers, or knives. Over all is a garment, which 
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they call a haick, about ſive ells lon g and four broad, 
which they wrap round them, as we do our elokes. 


Some of the meaner ſort, eſpecially in the country, 


wear ſtraw hats of their own make. Their dreſſes are 
all alike, only ſome add a gold or filver fringe round 


the border. 


As for religion, they riſe early and late to prayers; 


but only like children, do it becauſe they are ordered. 
Their Mufti, or head of their religion, is reckoned 
the firſt in the empire, and diſowns the emperor's 


authority; but yet he finds means to fleece him, as 
well as the reſt of his ſubjects, who obey him out of 
fear; for if there was one perſon found to love him, 
it would be as ſtrange a ſight as one of their monſters, 
I could not forbear ſmiling to ſee the providence 
of the Moors, Walking one day about a mile from 
Mequine z, it began to rain prodigiouſly; I got under 
a tree to ſhelter myſelf from the tempeſt. But I ob- 
ſerved ſeveral of the natives undreſs themſelves with 
a great deal of precipitation, make up their clothes in 
a bundle, and fit on them ftark naked; and all their 
care was to keep them from the wet, leaving their 
naked bodies expoſed to the fury of che ſtorm. When 
it ceaſed, they walked a little way till their bodies 


were dry, and then drefled themſelves, If a man 
were to do ſo in England, he would be counted a 


madman, or a fool, yet I muſt own I thought them 


in the right; for be the ſtorm ever ſo violent, yet 


when it is over, they purſue their journey with dry 
cloaths on their backs. But they have one convent» 
ency, they are dreſt and undreſt in half a minute. 
Nay, I am informed, theſe that travel on camels, or 
on horſeback, have a conyeniency covered with an 


doiled cloth, in which they thruſt their cloaths on the 
ke occaſion, and ride naked. I fancy, to meet an 
army in a ſtorm would create a terrible fright, and 


do as much execution to an ignorant body, as their 
offenſive arms, and force them to ſeek for ſafety in 
their heels. i Gs” | 

The emperor is able to. raiſe an hundred thou 
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horſe, and fifty thouſand foot, When they are to 
make war among themſelves, they go very unwilling- 
ly into the field; but when they oppoſe the Chriſtians + 
they do it with a great deal of chearfulneſs; becauſe 
they expect indulgences for the expiation of their fins. 
When they are ready to give battle, they range their 
armies after this manner. They divide their horſe 
into two bodies, and place one at each wing; the foot 
is in the middle; ſo that the whole forms a creſcent 
or half moon. Before they begin the battle, they 
give a great ſhout, then make a ſhort prayer, and 
fall on without much order very furiouſly ; ſo that 
they are ſoon overcome, or as ſoan put to flight. Break 
but their foremoſt - ranks, and you put their whole - 
body into confuſion. - n 

I have ſaid before, that no perſon is rich but the © 
emperor ; neither do they take the methods to be 
ſo; or if they are, their greateſt i wiſdom - will be 
to conceal it; for if once known, they are ſure to- 
loſe all their wealth a | 

No foreign coin is current in Morocco, except 
Spaniſh pieces of eight, which are only received by 
weight. But the Jews will ſecretly take any coin, and 
I ſuppoſe diſpoſe of it again with the ſame circum- 
ſpection they receive it. They have but: three ſoris 
of coin current amongſt them. The firſt a Ducat, of 
Barbary gold. Second a Blanguile, of ſilver. And 
laſt a Filowze, of copper. The image of the empe- 
ror is not allowed to be put on their money; being 
expreſly forbid by Mahomet in his Acoran; but they 
ſtamp them with Arabian characters. Their way of 
reckoning is by the ounſſe. <a 
Theſe are the heads of what I obſerved in my ſmall : 

ſtay among them: The ambaſſador informed me, he 

was in ſome fear that his embaſſy would not ſucceed; 
for he ſaid, he found little ele but delays; excuſes, and 
nothing of ſincerity among them: We were inform 
ed, that the emperor deſigned to go ſpeedily upon an 
expedition againſt the Moors of the province of Oran, 
who had newly revolted, and put to death their go- 
ö Ry F ve. nor 
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vernar for his avarice; he having extorted from them 
vaſt ſums of, money; and the inhabitants after his 
death, choſe one of their own province to command 


them. This baſtened our ambaſſador in his legation, 


. to get an anſwer one way or 1 _ But we were in- 
formed, the king defigned.to ſet out next day upon 


his expedition, and yet the athbaflador had not his 


audience of leave. Fhis made him and us very un- 
caſy; for we could not ſtir from Meguinez,, without 
the emperor's expreſs leave. But about ſeven. in the 
| TI” the ambaſſador had orders to come and take 
audience, which was the ninth of June 1693: 

we went in the ſame manner, as we did at firſt, But 
we were informed by our interpreter, that the king, 
was in a very ill humour, and that he had but an 
hour before killed two of his chief blacks, by ſtabbing, 
them with a dagger be continually wore at his girdle. 
We entered the palace farther than the firſt time,, 
where we waited a full half hour.. At laſt the em- 
peror approached richly dreſt, and finely mounted 
upon a white Barbary z the ſadUle and other accoutre- 
ments wrought with gold and precious ſtones in ſeve- 
ral places. He was this day in his yellow, or fatal 
veſt, and ſprinkled in many places with the blood of 
| thoſe he had ſlain; and I thought his countenanee. 
had ſomething more of horror in it, than at our firit. 
audience. He had a ſpear in his hand, fet round: 
with pearls on the top, and a cap with oftriches fea- 
thers waving in the wind, All his attendants had 
fled his preſence, at the notice ofchis having on his yel- 
low veſt ; and he had only about a dozen of his guards: 
waiting upon him trembling, but the A:caydes and o- 
ther great men crept in about us during our audience. 
Ilbhe emperor began with his old compliment of 


You're. welcome, but his looks and words I thought 


did but ill agree. The ambaflador uſed many ry 
ments with him to. bring his embaſſy to a happy iſſue, 
but to no purpoſe, The ambaſſador told me, the 
king was a perſon that had not the leaſt regard to 
his word, and even diſowued a letter he had written 
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to his maſter the king of France. Therefore, ſaid he, 
we'll take our leave of this country of monſters in two 
days; for the king had ſigned his departüre, with 
all his retinue. F 
I was very well pleaſed with this his reſolution; 
for now I fhould once more ſee the treaſure of 
my ſoul, whoſe abſence had robbed me of all joy. I 
even thought theſe two days the longeſt of my life ; 
but at laſt they were paſt and we ſet out merrily ; at 
leaſt I did, and all the reſt of the retinue. Though 
IT muſt own I could not anſwer for the ambaflador ; 
for I believe the ill ſucceſs of his embaſſy had a little 
chagrin'd him. I did my utmoſt endeavour to divert 
his melancholy upon the road, which he took very 
kindly, We lay in tents the firſt night, which the. 
ambaſſador had taken care to provide us, and provi- 
ſion likewiſe; for there is never an inn between Me- 
quinez and Mammora. | | 
We roſe the next day very early, that we might a- 
void the heat of the ſun, When we came within a 
league of the town;. we ſaw coming towards us our 
Italian, and by the melancholy in his looks, I began 
to tremble with: apprehenſion of ſome accident. As 
ſoon as he approached. us, after paying his obedience _ 
to the ambaſlador; he addreſſed himſelf to me. Said 
he in;French,. 8 F 
Lwiſh ſome one elſe would have taken my commiſ- 
ſion upon them, for what I have to tell you will cut 
you to the heart. The various troubles in my breaſt 
locked up my tongue, ſo that I had not power to aſk 
him any queſtions, In ſhort, faid he, your miſtreſs 
is forced away from us, through the. treachery of 
Muſtapha. At hearing this fatal news, I dropped ſenſe- 
leſs from my camel, nor came to myſelf till we arriv- 
ed at Mammora. I was a thouſand times going to 
deſtroy myſelf; and I believe I had done it in the 
height of my deſpair, if I had not been withheld. In 
ſhort, the ambaifador was no longer ignorant of my 
cruel loſs; for in my ravings, I had called her my 
dear wife. He ſeemed amazed at the diſcavery, and 
Be , re- 
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reproached me in a handſome manner, for not truſt. 
ing him with the ſecret, I was not in a condition to 
beg his pardon, neither was there any one that could 
give me comfort, I was carried on board, where 1 
enquired in what manner the was taken away: 
The captain informed us, that Muſtapha had mads 
his eſcape out of the cabin-window, by ſwint 
ming. I did not tell any of it, faid the captain, be. 
cauſe I thought it would be to no purpoſe; for! 
imagined there could be no other ill confequence 
to attend his eſcape, but merely the loſs of him. He 
had been three days, when om the fourth there came 
on board us the governor of Mammora, the fugitive 
Miiſtapha, and one hundred ſoldiers, who immediate- 
ly feized on the young gentleman, who they faid was 
a woman, and wife to a renegado of Sallee, It was in 
vain to oppoſe them, eſpecially when I found by her 
breaſts, that ſhe was really a woman. They took her 
on ſhore, notwithſtanding -all- her cries, ſhrieks and 
lamentations, which pierced our very hearts. They 


put her on board a Saick, and ſer fail immediately, 
ſteering ſouth, as we ſuppoſe for the port of Sallee. 


This gentleman, meaning the Tlalian, took it upon 


him to acquaint you with the unhappy accident ; but, 
added he, I believe it is not impoſſible to regain her, 


The ambaſſador was fo good as to offer his afliſtance, 
in what lay-in his power. I begged he would be 
pleaſed to lend me a boat, with ſome hands to work 


er. He very willingly granted my requeſt ; and told 
me, he would lend me the ſhip, but he feared it 


might occaſion a more public quarrel, . 


He lent me ten hands, four patereros, and ſuffi- 
- cient ſmall arms, with every thing that was neceſſary. 


My kind Italian would accompany me, and the reſt of 
the company went voluntarily, We ſpent but little 
' time in fitting out; and the wind proving favourable, 


we ſet fail, and made very good way. The Saick had 


not purſued her voyage about five hours before us, 
ſo that we had hopes of getting up with them, I en- 
couraged my companions, who laboured —— 
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We ſailed and rowed all night, and when the morn- 
ing dawned, we gained ſight of a veſſel, which we did 


not doubt was that we ſought for. We laboured hard 


to come up with her, and gained upon her every mo- 
ment. Before eight o'clock we came along fide of 
her, and I ſoon diſcovered Muſlapha giving orders a- 
bout the engagement. I drew out a pair of piſtols, 
and ſhot him dead. The reſt fired upon us, but, 
notwithſtanding all their oppoſition, 1 jumped into 
their veſſel, followed by the Italian, and five more of 
the men: tho? they were ſuperior in number, yet we 
foon made them aſk for quarter. I upon the iojiaat 
enquired for her that was always in my thoughts ; but 
to my great grief, was informed by an Eugliſh ſlave 
at the oar, that ſhe was taken on board of a galley by 
captain Hamet, my 1riſh renegado: and they aſſured 
me, it was impoſſible for them to be overtaken, Un- 
ſpcakable was the forrow I felt at this relation, and 
all the ſatis faction 1 felt was, that I had rewarded 
Muſtapha for his treachery. We ſteered our courſe 
back, but IJ was more dead than alive in the voyage. 
When we came on board, the ambaſſador condoled 
with me for my misfortune, and intreated me to take 
comfort. told him death was now my only comfort, 
and I hoped that it was not far off, OSU 41, 21 
Our /talian'had agreed for his paſſage on board a 
veſſel in the bay bound for Rome ; he begged that I 
would accompany him into Italy; and when he had 
ſettled his affairs, he would, if it lay in his power, 
come back to Sallee, and do his endeavour to find 
what was become of Mrs. Fillars, I thanked him 
for his offer, and told him I would accept of it. I had 
effects enough, having all the money and jewels we 


brought from Hamet's country houſe. We took leave 
of the ambaſſador, and gave him abundance of thanks 
for his civilities, and went on board the veſſel that 


waited for us; we ſet ſail immediately, and in two 
months ſafely arrived at Rome ; where our ſtalian 
did not care to go publicly on ſhore, but ſaid till the 
darkneſs of the night favoured our landing. 5 
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We had all our goods diſembarked, and took a pri. Mi 


vate lodging in an obſcure part of the city, where we ings ot 
were fure of being concealed. We afked our landlord, Anto 
who was a French man, about the news of the place, peared 
He told us a great deal of idle tuff, which fignified He bug 
nothing to us; at laſt, by the advice of the Italian, I in half 
enquired of him, if Hernando Alvares were in town, or P22" n 
not, He anſwered me, that he had been dead above Frent 
two months, and had left a noble eſtate behind him. for my 
I aſked him if he had not a wife left to poſſeſs it, the diſ 


No, ſaid he. ; aan, 'f 
About three years ago, continued our landlord, he ſrnels tc 
was to have been married io a beautiful young lady, knew C 
an heireſs to a vaſt fortune; but his brother ſept in ould 
between, and gained her affection. Some ſay they: neſs NC 
were married; and others not; but the-was delivered outs 
of a fine boy. Don Hernando took a barbarous revenge r 1 
of his brother as it is reported: he bribed a captain por Fen 
of a veſſel to put a weight about his neck, and drown eon 
him in the ſea, But to make amends for his inhuman Cepart: 
act, he has left his vaſt eſtate to the ſon his brother I be bon 
had by the lady, and has choſen his holmefs the pope Don 
for his guardian. Pray, ſaid I, what's become of the _ 
oung lady? He anſwered me he could not iell; but ſome ft 
it is ſuppoſed ſhe was gone into a nunery. that [| 
The Aakan, while our diſcourfe laſted, had turned Breeds: 
his face to the window, that we might not perceive 2 
the diſorder of his countenance. As ſoon as our land- I to 
lord was gone, he turned to me, and embraced me; der 
ſaid he, my dear friend, let what will happen to me, nou 
I ſhall have it in my power to ſerve you with my for- dat at 
tune; and-ſo much I-think- nyſelf obliged to your i andi 
that if half will buy your miſtreſs's liberty, you: ſhall I ode, 
command it. I returned the acknowledgments his Wits 
kind profferideſerved, but told him, I could: not ex- * "I 
in, an 


pect to be ſo happy. He bid me not deſpair. I beg. 

ged he would not mention any-thing of my affairs, till 

his own: came to a lucky iſſue. : 

 * "The next day, we procured ourſelves habits after 
the mode of Rome, and reſolved to go to Grimaldis 


man, 

ein 
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-ountry-houſe, to hear, if it were poſſible, ſome tid- 
ings of T/abella, h | | 
Antonio had dreſt himſelf in a mean habit, and ap- 
peared as my ſervant, It being but fix pleaſant miles, 
we had reſolved to walk it. We entered a village wich- 
in half a mile of the place, and reſolved to dine at a 
oor inn, there to gain ſome intelligence. I went for 
a French merchant, and Don Antonio paſſed, as I ſaid, 
for my ſervant, and interpreter, and informed me of 
the diſcourſe that paſſed between them. That gentle- 
aan, meaning me, ſays he to our hoſt, has ſome bu- 
ſineſs to communicate to Don Antonio Grimaldi, for we 
| knew of his being there. Our inn-keeper told us, it. 
„Lould be a difficult matter to talk to him about buſi- 
neſs now, for he was that very evening going to ſet 
out with his daughter, in order to put her into a nun- 
nery at Naples ; for all his perſuaſions, added he, can- 
5 not prevail upon her, but ſhe is fixt unalterably in hey 


4 reſolution : this news, you may be ſure, haſtened our 
5 departure; but we did not well know how to diſcloſe 
5 the ſecret we had to unfold. 


Don Antonio, as not doubting [/abella's affection to 
CE him, was fearful leſt an abrupt diſcovery ſhould have 
ſome ſtrange effect upon her: We therefore reſolved, 

that | ſhould firſt appear and break the matter by de- 
i erees: for he had informed me that ſhe ſpoke French 
Wrcry well. When we approached the houſe, Auto- 
1. io ſtood at ſo ne diſtance, while I went up to the 
door alone. The porter and I not underſtanding one 
another, I had like to have returned as wiſe as | came, 
but at laſt a ſervant in the family happening to under» 
ſtand French, came and ended our ſputt'ring at one a- 
11. ocher. I informed him I had a ſecret of the greateſt 
Importance to declare to Donna {/abella. He told me 


e would acquaint his lord with it. The ſervant went 
X- g a 
4 In, and immediately returned with a grave old gentle- 


"| Raa, that ſeemed to have been weeping, He aſked 
ein French, what I had to fay to his daughter, for 
er e did not care to ſpeak to any one, I begged that I 
iht be brought to her preſence, and did not doubt 
4 | __ YR but 
* . 
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but that TI had ſomething to ſay to her which would not 
diſpleaſe her. Don Antonio Grimaldi gravely ſmiled, 
and ſhook his head; No, no, Sir, ſaid he; you have 
nothing to give either her or me comfort, unleſs you 
could revive the dead. I anſwered him he did not 
kriow what I could do. But I told him the longer he 
delayed me ſeeing her, the longer he deferred their 
own happineſs, Well, ſaid he, I have no hopes; but 
you ſhall ſee my daughter, to convince you that no- 
thing in this world can make us happy. 8 
He led me through ſeveral ſtately apartments, all 
hung with black. And though it was high noon, yet 
the ſun's light was excluded, -and dim twinkling lamps 
uſurped his room. At laſt we entered a chamber, 
where fat the fair forlorn. I ſtopped a moment to 
behold her, and notwithſtanding a fixt melancholy 
on her countenance, beauty triumphed there. She 
was careſſing an infant ſhe had in her arms. The fa- 
ther entered firſt, and told her in French, that a gen- 
tleman of France had a ſecret to communicate to her, 
that would baniſh her melancholy, ' The gentleman, 
"replied the lady, may promiſe impoſſibilities, but ra- 
ther than expoſe him, I would beg him not to open 
his mouth upon that ſubject. Madam, ſaid I, I own 
myſelf a phyſician, but I pretend to cure the mind as 
well as the body, and to.acquaint you_with what you 
know already, you mourn the loſs of a gentleman, that 
you imagine was drowned at ſea; but I can aſſure you 
he eſcaped that danger, and is now a captive at Bar- 
baxy, pining under the ſevereſt want; and all the hope 
he has of freedom is through your means. | 
The lady upon this looked wiſhfully upon her father, 
and ſaid, Dear father, don't endeavour to deceive me 
any longer; you know I have your promiſe, and my 
- time's expired. My dear child, I am amazed as much 
as you can be, replied the father; for by all that's ho- 
ly, I never ſaw this gentleman in my life before, and 
i am ſo far from believing him, that, begging his par- 
ö don, I fancy there muſt be ſome very great miſtake 
} OUT. * . eb Teo he in't. 
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ot in't. Upon this related to them all wr Rey from 
d, WW the beginning to our meeting in Barbary. 

we I found my relation had ſtaggered her faith a letle, 
du for a pleaſing hope, rectified by powerful fear, roſe 
ot in her beautiful face; and ſhe threw herſelf at my wh 
he notwithſtanding all my endeavours to the cont 

vir Dear Sir, faid ſhe, do not ſhow me this light of com- 
ut fort, to put it out, and plunge me into eternal dark- 
07 neſs. Madam, faid I, by heaven and heavenly powers, 
I have ſeen him within thefe two months, and what 
I have related to you, his own mouth informed me ; 
and having gained my liberty, I made him a promiſe 
to ſee his friends in Italy, and inform them of his con- 
dition. Tune tranſports and ecſtafies that took poſſeſ- 
ſion of both their ſouls cannot be expreſſed by words 
they embraced me, kiſſed me, called me their preſer- 
ver. Unlooked for happineſs ! ſaid [/abella, 3 
thou haſt heard my prayers ! and does my dear Auto- 
nio live ! "PN immediately embark for Barbary, and 
fetch him thence myſelf : even all that I am worth, 
my precious boy thall ſell his fortune too, to redeem 
his father. O my young Antonin, heaven has reſtor- 
cd. thy father from the dead, ſaid ſhe to her child, 
and 1 we ſhall ſee him again. The pretty no- 
cent mingled his tears of joy with theirs, After their firſt 
tranſports were over, they again embraced me,and beg- 
ged I would put them in a way to pay me the obliga- 
tions they owed me. Then they proceeded to enquire 
which way they muſt go about to accomplith his li- 
berty. TI told them I had a ſervant waiting withour, 
that I intended ſhould” accompany the perſons they | 
ſhould ſend to manage the affair. They feemed to 
reproach me for letting him wait without, and were 
immediately ſending for him in. I begged they would 
give me leave to go for him myſelf, being he was a 
foreigner, and they would find it a hard matter to 
make him underſtaad them. Upon this I ran out, 
and called ro Antonio, and told bim in few words how 
things ſtood. He followed me cloſe at the heels: 1 
vent into the room fi ſt m— as Autonio Grimaldi was 


giving 
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giving him his hand to lead him in, he fell upon his 
nees before him. JU/abella caſting her eyes upon him 
gave a ſhriek, and cry'd out, Tis he | 'tis he himſelf 
my dear Antonio! joy took away her ſpeech, and ſhe 
fell down ina trance. He ran and caught her in his 
arms, kifled and embraced her, and at laſt brought her 

to herſelf. Imagination muſt make up the diſcourſe 
between them. He told her at laſt, when words of 
ſenſe took place, that he was obliged to me for his 
liberty; for he had ſent ſeveral letters to his ſiſters, but 
never could get any anſwer. They informed him, 
that both his ſiſters were gone to reſide at Venice with 
their huſhands, and that was the reaſon his letters 
never came to their hands. Now, ſaid Antonio, if 
my friend, meaning me, was but happy, it would 
complete my joy. But to find a wife, a fon, and fa- 


ther kind, when I had many reaſons to think the 
contrary, muſt-have ſome alloy, or it would not be 
poſſible for me to bear it. l 

Antonio upon this related my unhappy ſtory, and 


they all lamented my hard fortune. He afterwards 
enquired of his dear {/abel/a concerning her own ſuf- 
ferings; which ſhe readily began. 7 K 
Said ſhe, that day you left me, the troubles of my 
mind wrought ſa much upon my body that the phyſi- 
cians declared I was in a violent fever, and adviſed 
my father to ſend me into the country, which he ac- 
cordingly did the next day. The thoughts of being 
ig far from my dear Antonio increaſed my malady, 
and my father had little hopes of my life. My fever, 
after having brought me to the brink of the grave, 
left me: and my father imagining it was the approach- 
ing marriage had wrought this ſudden illneſs, told 
me one day, that if it was that which lay ſo heavy 
upon my ſpirits, he would remove it, —— me 
the power of refuſing to be the wife of Hernando A 
Dare. I thanked him, and told him he had taken 
the only way to reſtore my health; and that if I was 
forced to wed: him, I ſhould. be for ever miſerable. 
He was the tendereſt of fathers, and informed me 1 
3 f * ; F ou 
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my father ſhewed me worked ſo much upon me, that 
began to recover. | 1 1 3 ent 

Your brother uſed often to viſit me in my illneſs, 
which retarded my health. My father ſeeing it would 
never be in my power to love him, very frankly told 


him ſo, and begged he would diſcontinue his viſits z 


for he was reſolved his daughter ſhould ne ver give 
her hand, where it was not in her power to give her 
heart. They parted with many words between them, 
but my father perſiſted in his reſoluio n. 
I began to diſcover that I was with; child, and a new 
ſort of illneſs ſeiaed me. I knew this was an accident 
that could not long be concealed, therefore I reſolved 
to let you know my condition; and I gained my woman 
by ſeveral promiſes of a reward, to deliver a letter 
to you : but ſhe betrayed me to your brother, which: 
ſuſpected from her not appearing. |, I therefore de- 
clared the truth to my indulgent father, He was very 
much enraged at the diſcovery; but paternal. love 
prevailed over his. paſſion, he forgave me, and pro- 
miſed to make me happy with my dear _Antonto. 


Theſe promiſes made my ficknels vaniſh, and I had 


no other diſeaſe but what attends breeding women. 
My father went to Rome to enquire for Don Antonio, 


but could not get the leaſt information of him, This 


gave me a new ſhock. But what bitter agonies did E 
feel, when J received a letter from your brother, with 


a copy of that l had written to you incloſed: which 


was as follows : 


LS rateſul woman Yet I will no more upbraid 
thee, but let thy crime be thy puniſhment. He that 
betrayed me I will not call by the name ef brother : He 


has paid for his ingratitude with his life. I only give 


thee this notice, that thou mayeſt feel ſome of thoſe pangs 
that thou haſt thruſt into the breaſt of ! 1 a 
2 Hernando Alvares. 


The reading of this letter ſunk me down, and I 


called for death as my laſt * only hope. I reſolved 
7 ads, 2 : n 
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would never force. my inclinations. The kindneſs 


C 
2 
oy 
: 


— 
— 


— — 
ar 
2 — 2 — 
— ——ů— —„»„V 
* 
* 


9 
— 
— 


— 
_— * 

do, aw 

4%. — —— — —— 


"— 
* 


— — 2 7 ha — pon 

* - ts. = . * 

erer . 
. 


—_— 


— 97 
W 


— 
pn 


” "4" + 2% 2 * r ant _ _ 4 4 — 
r — = —_— . "<4 & 
» uw 1 „ 7 2 8 — = S « 


OR ICE 


— T9 


PAY 
— 


EX: 
Ho = 


= 
3 — * 3 
5 2 Ys. af LF 


— — — * 
* 
” 


— — 
— >. PF... 
. Nom = 22 

* 


2 B DE Ae 
. >, on "59 


124 Tux ADVENTURES or 
to refuſe all food, and had ſtarved myſelf to death, 
if a good prieſt had not convinced me by his argu- 
ments that my ſoul was in danger, and 1 ſhould be 
guilty of a double murder, myſelf and infant. I lin- 


gered on in a reſtleſs ſtate of unhappineſs, till the 
time of my delivery came, which I prayed to heaven 


to end with my life: but it pleaſed the almighty power 
to ſpare me to be happy. | 

The ſight of my precious infant called to mind the 
lofs of his father; but I reſolved to baniſh all thoughs 


of death, that I might take care of his tender years, 


But I begged my father to give me leave to go into a 
nunnery. With much importunity he granted my 
requeſt, on this condition, that if I continued in that 
mind at the end of two years, I might do as I thought 
fü. Tho' I thought the time an age, yet I unwilling: 
ly conſented. ? | 
My father uſed means with the pope, to have your 
brother called to an account for your death; and it 
had gone hard with him, if we could have procured 
any witneſſes; but for want of that, he was acquitted, 
In a lite time a heavy and deep melancholy ſeized 
him; and he profeſſed fo fincere a repentance, that 
even I almoſt forgave him. He begged he might ſee 
the child; which my father made me comply with. 
He ſhed ſuch abundance of tears over it, that my fa- 
ther wept for company: and ſpoke fo tenderly of the 
loſs of his brother, that wiped off all ſuſpicions of 
his repentance; vince thou haſt loſt a father, ſaid 
he, through my barbarity, it is but juſt that I ſhould 
rove a father to thee. He frequently came io fee 
him, though I could never be prevailed upon to ac- 
cept of a viſit. At laſt his grief ſeized him io violent- 
ly, that he was given over by his phyſicians. When 
be was upon his death bed, he made his will, and 


bequeathed my little Antonio his whole eſtate; leaving 


the pope his guardian. He died full of repentance 


for his crime, and no doubt his ſoul took her flight 


to heaven. | 
The generous Antonio could not refuſe ſome tears 
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to the memory of his repentant brother; but joy 
ſucceeded "ſorrow, © The pope was acquainted. with 
the ſtory, who ſent to congratulate their happy meet- 
ing. Nothing but mirth and pleaſure ran thro” the 
Villa; which increaſed my ſorrow. __ _ of 

Don Antonio told me one day, that he did not 
think he had a right to rejoice without me; and now, 
ſaid he, I have nothing to afict. me but what you 
fcel, therefore will bend my thoughts, if it be poſlible, 
to relieve your grief. I can procure a frier of my 
acquaintance to go to Sallee, one that knows the na- 


ture of the buſineſs we ſhall ſend him about, being he 


has often gone to redeem captives : we'll ſend for him, 
and you may give him what inſtructions you ſhall 
think fit. Ithanked him, and was very ſorry for the 
trouble I ſhould. give him, but was reſolved to accom- 
pany him myſelf, He told me he would not have me 
go by any means, for I could be of no manner of uſe 
in the affair, but rather a hindrance; and if I ſhould 
be once diſcovered, might fall into the ſame ſtate we 
both lately eſcaped from ; and perhaps meet with much. 
worſe uſage than I had before. His advice was to 
reaſonable, that I reſolved to take it, whatever vio- 
lence I did myſelf, The frier was ſent for, had his 
commiſſion and inſtructions given him, and withal to 
ſpare no coſt. Antonio told him whatever he gave 
ſhould not be thought unreaſonable. __ b 

He was to have a thouſand: crowns for his expences, 
and two thouſand more if he ſucceeded. 3 

The frier undertook his voyage with a great deal 
of alacrity, and gave us hopes of his ſucceſs by his 
willingneſs; and he embarked the next day for Genoa, 
that port being the propereſt place to get a. veſſel for 
Barbary. We wiſhed him a good voyage, and recom- 
mended him to fortune, 89 p 

Don Antonio did all he could to divert my melan- 
choly : we often went a hunting, ſhooting, fiſhing, 
and viſiting the ladies. In ſhort he made me pariake 
in all the diverſions /taly could afford, But though 


I ſecmed often to be diverted, yet I had always my 
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ſecond is Caſtello Neuvo, or the new caſtle, built by 
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condition too much at heart to be merry. We view. haven, 
ed all the rarities and antiquities of ancient and mo- third 1 
dern Rome. I muſt confeſs theſe amuſements lulled ¶ upon 
my ſorrows often, but when I had time for reflection the R. 
they ruſhed upon me with the greater force. oftner 

I ſhall not trouble my reader in deſcribing: places its for 
treated on by- pens far above my weak capacity z but gallies 
only give a ſhort deſcription of Naples, whither Don of am! 
Antonio would have me go. I was not much averſe dinary 
to the journey, though a pretty long one; and we ſet from 
out with a very handfome equipage. Donna Iſabella, on th. 
with her little fon, accompanied us; but Don Antonio dle a 
Grimaldli was obliged to attend the pope, to ſettle the is five 
affairs of his fon-in-law's eſtate. I was obliged to ap- habirz 
pear chearful, if it was but in complaiſance to Don Soong 

| | calle 

does 


We arrived at Naples in three days, without meet- 
ing any thing extraordinary upon the road, Cer- 
tainly, never any city in the world can boaſt a finer 
fituation : add to that, their buildings are ſumptuous, 
every private houſe ſeems a palace, and every palace 
looks like the court of a king: the ſtreets ſpacious; 
a mild air, and free from tempeſts; ſtrong both by 
art and nature. In ſhort, if J was obliged to live out 
of my native country, which every man is fond of, 
Naples ſhould be the only place. It has a wall kept 
in very good repair, with three caſtles almoſt impreg- 
nable. The chief, is ſeated on mount Eraſmus, ſo 
called from a chapel dedicated to him: but if it is 
Eraſmus Ruterdamus, I cannot imagine how the Ro- 
man Caibolics came to have ſuch a particular regard 
for him, when it is very well known he was no great 
friend to them; at leaſt he was a ſcourge to their ab- 
furdicies in his writings, 

This is not only a ſafeguard to the city and adjacent 
country, but might prove its ſcourge. In 1587 it was 
blown up, by lightning penetrating to the powder- 
room, which mightily damaged the whote city. The 


Charles king of Naples. This caſtle W n the 
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-- WE haven, and is generally the viceroy's dwelling. ' The 
P third ſtands on the ſouth-eaſt corner of the city, built 
d upon a little rock, joined to the continent by Lucullus 
n the Roman, and is ſometimes called by his name, but 

oftner Caſtello del Ovo, or the caſtle of the egg, from 
s its form. They have alſo a fine, arfenal for their 
it pallies, very well kept, and furniſhed with great ſtore 
n of ammunition. But I think the mole the moſt extraor - 
ſe dinary piece of work, being it defends the haven 
et from the ſtormy ſouth ; lined of each ſide, and paved 
a, on the top with noble ſquare ſtones, and in che mid- 


io dle a fine large fountain of marble; the whole extent 
e is five hundred paces, and ten in breadth. The in- 
Js habirants often boaſt of the antiquity of their city, 
N founded twenty years after Troy's\deſtruftion, and 


called by the ancient poets Parthenope, which Virgil 
t- does ſufficiently teſtify in his Georgtcs - 


Hllo Virgilium me tempore dulcis alebat _ 


1 Parthenope, /tudiis florentem ignobilit oti. | 

e This city has ſuffered many revolutions, but none 
; more extraordinary than that ig 1640, when a poor 
by fiſherman, without thoes to his feet, in five days time 


at commanded the whole power of Naples ; and might 
f, have lived in that grandeur, if his mind had changed 
pt with his exalted ſtate; but he was ſtill a fiſherman. 
His ſhort-lived fire blazed roo fierce to laſt, and he 
fell a victim to the rage he himſelf began. | 
Their churches are noble ſtructures, and beauti- 
fied with paintings by the beſt hands. Their women 
are moſt of them beautiful, but my heart had no 
room to think of them. «th 
The city is governed by very wholeſome laws, but 
one particular adds much to the quiet of it; none are 
fuffered to wear ſwords but thoſe of the garriſons; ſo 
if there's any rencounter in the ſtreets, a hout at fiſty 
cuffs generally ends the. diſpute: tho? bravo's are to 
be hired to do a murder here as cheap as at Rome, 
and men of honour too; for we heard of a quarrel 
between two Neapolitan gentlemen, where one, _ 
3 | CO nf cording 
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cording to cuſtom, hired a bravo to murder the 9. 
ther, and gave him his reward before hand. But it 
ſo fell out, that ſome friends to both parties, recon- 
ciled the two gentlemen, The perſon that had bar- 
gained with the bravo for the job, ſent to him, and 
told him of their reconcilement, but that he might 
keep the money. The other told him, that it was 
not in his power to return it to him, but he was above 
receiving money without doing his work, and there- 
fore the gentleman muſt of neceffity ſuffer death. He 
intreated him, and uſed many arguments, but all to 
no purpoſe. When he found nothing would prevail, 
he told him he would immediately acquaint the 
gentleman with his deſign, which he did accordingly. 
Notwithſtanding, the bravo the ſame evening found 
his opportunity, and left the other gentleman for 
dead upon the mole ; though he recovered after a 
lingring illneſs But the bravo had the impudence to 
go to the other, when he found the gentleman was 
in a fair way of recovery, and told him he begged 
his pardon that he had not been as good as his word, 
but he would take care and mend his hand very quick- 
ly. In ſhort, he was found fo reſolute in the matter, 
that the gentleman was obliged to hire another of the 
ſame trade to give him a caſt of his office, and dif- 
patch the bravo before he could execute what was de- 
ſigned; and the next day he was found dead at the 
very door of the gentleman's houſe he had intended 
to aſſaſſinate: waiting, as it was ſuppoſed, for an 
opportunity to do his buſineſs. - | 
After we had viewed every thing within the city, 
we went to ſee the much-famed Veſuvins, or the 
burning mountain, a league and a half caſt of the ci- 
ty. The Neapolitans call it the bed-chamber of the 
fun, becauſe it appears to them firſt from the top of 
that mountain. Round the bottom of it, is the rich- 
eſt ſpot of ground in the univerſe, I'll not except even 
the mines of Potoſi; for the yearly vintage produces 
 rwelve hundred thouſand ducats. The middle of the 
| kill is very pleaſantly ſhaded with cheſnut, and * 
| | Jas 
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o. al other fruit trees. The mountain has a double top; | 
it chat to the north terminates in a plain finely cultivat- i 
n. Ned: the other towards the ſouth, which is the Volca- j 
TY no, riſes much higher. N "IA [; 
nd When we had gained the ſummit, we deſcended 3 
ht gradually into its bowels, by large ſteps cut out on 
7A purpoſe. It has in times paſt done much damage to 
ve the country round it, by its ſudden irruptions ; but 


% 


e- now it forcbodes nothing but rain, when the top is H 
He enveloped with clouds. 444 | # 
to When we had ſufficiently ſatisfied our curioſities at | 
il, WJ Naples, we took a tour to Puta, or Paſuolo, through b 


he a hollow rock, 2 mile in length, and no other light 4 
ly. but what came in at both ends, and one in the middle 
1d from the top of the rock. This ſubterraneous paſ - 
or ſage is paved with ſtone all through, and the narrow- 
* 2 eſt part of it is ten yards over. About the middle is 
to 2 ſmall chapel dedicated to the Virgin Mary. We vi- 
As fied all the rarities of the place, particularly Virgi/s 
ed tomb, which is almoſt covered with ivy. They told 
d, me of a laurel- tree that ſprouted naturally out of it, 
k. but, not to take from that incomparable man whoſe | 
r, works are ever-living laurels, I could not ſee any fuck . | 
he ching. We alfo viewed the lake Aguano, ſo called 
il. from the multitude of ſer pents or ſnakes that fall in- 
le- to it from the pendent mountains. The water is of 
he two different qualities; that taſted upon the ſurface is 
ed {weet or freſh, , but that taken deeper is of a brackiſh 
in taſte, ſuppoſed from ſome minerals that environ it. 

On the ſouth ſide of the lake, ſtands a natural 
Y, ſtove, which is called St. German's Stove 5 but we had 
ne uot curioſity enough to enter it, nor faith enough to 
i believe a ridiculous fable that is told concerning it, 
he though it is reported a faint declared it for a truth, - 
of which I ſhall put down here, and leave my reader to 
h- judge of it himſelf. St. German was adviſed to repair 
en 
es 
JE 
g- 
al 
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to this ſtove, to cure him of a dangerous malady : 
when he came there, he found the foul of a very pi- 
ous man that he knew, tormented with the heat of 
the place. St. German, as underſtanding the language 
0 
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of ſouls, aſked him, how ſo good. a man as he wag 
in his life-time, came to be condemned to ſuch a ſe- 
vere puniſhment. The ſoul very civilly anſwered 
him, that it was for ſiding with Lauremius, who op- 
poſed Symmachus in the popedom; but he was con- 
vinced that his prayers would fetch him out of that 
hot-houſe. St. German prayed heartily, you may be 
ſure, and got the ſoul of the man from out thence; 
but where it went after no one could tell. But the 

place was called c ver after, St. Ger, man's Stove. 
To the eaſt of the bordering mountain is a place 
they call the cave of death; for whatever thing of life 
ventures in to the father end, they fay, immediately 
drops down dead; though a perſon that lived in the 
neighbouring village ventured in often for a reward, 
When he came out again he was all of a ſweat, and 
hardly able to ſtand for five or fix minutes. 
he had recovered himſelf, he took a dog out of a 
bag he had brought out with him, and by the means 
of a wooden inſtrument made for that purpoſe, thruſt 
him in to the very end, and drew him out dead to all 
appearance, 'When he had remained ſome time for 
us to view him, he took him up by the fore-legs, and 
threw him into the lake Agnano, where he recovered 
immediately, ſwam out, and ran away from us. Don 
Antonio told me, it was a hard matter to get a dog 
there; for as ſoon as ever they ſaw a ſtranger, they 
would run away into the woods, and ſneak home a- 
gain when they were gone ; which was the reaſon the 
perſon that went in, always ſecures one for the oc- 
caſion. | | Fr. 5 
A mile farther we went to the court of Vulcan; a 
place unpleaſant enough, continually ſmoking, and 
'tuch hor vapours ariſe from the pores of the earth 
that it almoſt overcame me. In ſome places water 
bubbles out of the cavities ; and if we threw a ſtone 
into it, it rebounded back as if you had ſtruck it a- 
gainſt a pavement. But the place is reckoned to cure 
a great many diſtempers ; eſpecially to make women 
Pregnant, and to cure iſeates of the head _ 
na 
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Donna Tſabella was carried over it in a ſedan; but I 
believe ſhe did not want it upon the ſcore of barren- 
neſs, as you may underſtand in her ſtory. 

We ſpent ſix weeks in this not unpleaſing entertain 
meat, and Don Antonio being pretty well ſatiated as 
well as myſelf, we went back again to Rome: 


And now my melancholy gained ſuch ground up- 


on me, that it was not in the power of diſſimulation 
to hide it, Don Antonio and all the family expreſſed 
a great deal of trouble for my ſorrow ; and I am well 
fred there was not any thing in their power they 
would have refuſed, to have given me quiet: but 
the mind's diſeaſe baffles the phyſician's art. At laſt 


a letter arrived from the frier, which gave us no other 


account, but that he was ſafe returned to Genoa, and 
intended to embark for Rome in a few days. This 
lame account quite diſheartened me, for now we had 
not the leaſt hope, being we all agreed if he had ſuc- 
ceeded he would have been forward enough to have 
acquainted us with it. The knowledge of this caſt me 
quite down, and my body was forced to ſubmit to the 


troubles of my mind A ſtrong fever ſeized me, and 


brought me to the brink of the grave: and though I 
wiſhed for death, yet, like common friends, he fled 
from me in my neceſſity, 

Don Antonio and his lady ſeldom went from my 
bedſide, and, had I been a brother to them they could 
not have regarded me more. But nature in ſpire of my 
misfortunes, prevailed, and I gathered ſtrength even 
againſt my will. They had informed me in my illneſs, 
by my importunity, of the friers arrival, and that he 
had not ſucceeded in his negotiation : but yet they 
had not told me all the particulars. I defired the 


frier might be ſent for, and conceal nothing from me 


of what had paſſed. . Accordingly he came, and gave 
me the following relation, Sir, ſaid he in French, as 
ſoon as I arrived at Sallee, 1 met with Hamet the Iriſh 
renegado, He received me at firſt after a brutiſh 
manner, but when I declared I came to pay him his 
demand for one of his ſlaves who made his eſcape, he 


1 
| | 
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began 
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began to be leſs ſour in his treatment. He faid | 
prom many handſome things concerning Don Antonio; 
ut when I began to mention you, he fell into a vio. 
lent rage, and vented bitter reproaches againſt you; 
faying you were a vile impoſtor, had baſely deceivel 
and robbed him doubly, of his miſtreſs and his mg. 
ney. . I told him, I came to ranſom the lady, and pay 
for whatever damages you had done. As for the 
lady, faid he, ſhe's food for the fiſhes long ago; for 
rather than ſhe-would ſubmit to me, ſhe threw herſelf 
overboard, (before we had gained the port when 1 had 
taken her out of a Satck one of my flaves had brought 
Her in from Mammora) and, in ſpite of our endeavour 
to the contrary, ſunk for ever to the bottom, - And 
is ſhe gone? ſaid |: O proof of virtuous love! hap- 
had | been to have embraced the ſame fate! 
Ihe relation of this killing diſaſter took away my 
ſenſes for ſome time; but when I had recovered, he 
went on. I had ſome hope at firſt. this was only a 
fiction of his own; but I found in the town that it 
was no ſecret, and every body declared that it was 
truth. A Jew confirmed me in it, whom you had 
bought ſeveral things of for your voyage. He told 
me, that Hamet arrived without any woman with him, 
for he ſaw him land in a very ill humour, and had 
complained of him for aſſiſting you, to his ſuperior 
at Mequinez, and he received a ſufficient check from 
him, I was too well convinced of the truth, and 
therefore haſtened my departure, and am very ſorry 
I could not fucceed; but that it was in fate, and! 
hope you will calmly ſubmit to the will of heaven, 
who ſends theſe afllictions for trials, 
The good trier gave me a great many wholeſome 
admonitions : but I was not in a ſtate much to obſerve 
them. I now began to be careleſs of the world, becauſe 
there was nothing in it, ſince the death of my dear 
wife, worth my notice. I had no thoughts of re- 
turning to England, though I had opportunities e- 
nough; but took a relolution of going to ſome re: 
mote part of the world; imagining, the farther 2 was 
1 Om 
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from my native country, I ſhould be the farther. re- 
moved from my anxiety, But alas! ſorrow is too 
conſtant a companion, and there's no parting with it, 
but by det. | | C07 + ET 
I begged Don Antonio, if he heard of .any ſhip 
bound for a long voyage, he would acquaint me with 
it, which he promiſed me to do, after finding perſua- 
fon had no effect on me. Two months paſſed away, 
and no news of a ſhip; when I began to be very un- 
caſy, and told Antonio, I would even make a voyage 
to Genoa, where I could not well fail of a veſſel. When 
he found nothing could tay me, he aſked me to what 
part of the world I would chuſe to go? I told him, I 
did not much care where. Why, then, ſaid he, if 
you pleaſe, my father and I will fit you out a thip of 
what burden you think fit, either for war or traffic, 
[ thanked him, and told him I would have it for 
both, if he pleaſed, and I would be their ſupercargo, 
if they thought fit to give me fo great a truſt. In 
ſhort, a ſhip of two hundred and fifty ton was bought 
of an Engliſh merchant at Naples; a ſtout new veſſel, 
that mounted fix and twenty braſs guns, and we mann- 
ed her with a hundred hands, moſt Engliſh; who 
underſtanding I intended for the South Sea, were 
glad of the opportunity. Don Antonio took care to 
provide every thing neceſſary for traffic: and I was 
made captain and ſupercargo. I told him, I hoped 
I ſhould in a few years bring bim a good account of 
his lading. He obligingly anſwered me, that he 
hoped I would come home reconciled to myſelf, and 
he ſhould think himſelf very happy. The worſt of 
it was, we had no commiſſion, neither would I-ſuffer 
Antonio to procure me one: for we' reſolved, like 
Engliſhmen, to fight only with the enemies of our 
country, - | 5 BB 
I chriſtened my ſhip the Iſabella, out of reſpect to 
Antonio's lady, and hoifted Engliſh colours on board. 
When the day came I was to go. on board, there 
were tears ſhed on both ſides. I could not, without 
ſome regret, part with 45 good a friend as Antonio 


dees 
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had proved to me; and I am very well convinced 
that they were as ſincere in their ſorrow. | 
We ſet fail from Oftia, where our ſhip lay ever 
fince ſhe came from Naples, the ſecond of March 
1693, with intention to ſteer our neareſt courſe for 
America. Our ſhip, proved an excellent ſailor; and 
we made the S!raits-mouth in twelve days from our 
firſt departure. When I beheld the coaſt of Africa, 
it brought freſh to my memory paſt tranſactions; and 
I longed for an opportunity to be revenged on the 
Moors, The next day our men diſcovered two fail 
bearing down the wind upon us. We thought our- 
ſelves too well provided to run away; tho' we kept 
on our courſe; and perceiving but one of them fol- 
lowed us, I aſked my men if they were willing to 
{peak with that veſſel, and they cried one and all, 
they would: with all their hearts. We prepared for 
an engagement with all the expedition imaginable, 
for fear ſhe might prove of Barbary. We hoiſted 
our Engliſh colours, and they did the ſame. When 
we found that, we lay.by, that we might.be mformed 
of the news in England. But as ſoon as ever they 
came along: ſide of us, they plucked down their Eng- 
lib colours and hoiſted thoſe .of Morocco in their 
room; calling to us to ſurrender that inſtant, or it 
ſhould be worſe for us. We were a little ſurpriſed at 
firſt in being diſappointed ; but notwithſtanding this, 
my men deſired I would begin the fight. We had 


not opened our ports yet, and | ordered my men not 


to do it till I gave them the word. I ſent a man 
to buſy himſelf about the halliards of our ancient, 
that the Rover might imagine we were going to ſtrike. 
We were well provided with ſmall arms, and all 
manner of warlike ſtores, I ordered every man to 
their: poſts, but not to appear till they heard a whiſtle: 
upon Which they ſhould open their ports, and fire 
both great guns and ſmall arms. The Rover thought 
us long in ſtriking our colours; he therefore called 
out tous again, and told us if we did not ſtrike that 
inſtant; they would pour a broad ; fide into us. Juſt 
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upon that I blew my vhiſtle; my men obeyed my 
orders punctually, they. burſt open our ports, thruſt 
out their guns, and gave them a broadiide, with a 
diſcharge of their ſmall arms, This put them in 
much confuſion; as not expecting any. oppoſition, 
and I am certain we killed a great many of their men; 
for imagining we ſhould be their prize without fight- 
ing, they had crowded upon deck all their hands. 

I had tacked about, and given her another ſalute, 
before they returned us the favour. But they were 
not long backward, but poured in upon us very faſt. 
My men did their buſineſs very well, and the fight 
continued half an hour with the utmoſt fury. I be- 

n to fancy we ſhould have but dry meat, as th 
{tors ſay, and looking upon their quarter-deck, 
ſoon ſpied the renegado Hamet giving directions. At 
the ſight of him I was both — and pleaſed; 
but my ſoul was filled with an unuſual fury. We 
were ſo near, that I could hear every word he ſaid, 
tho' I could not underſtand him, becauſe he ſpoke 
in the Mooriſh tongue. As we were tacking about, 
and charging again, I ſhewed myſelf to him: I told 
him he was the only man in the world that I hated, 
and that, very day he ſhould be in my power, or death 
ſhould put an end. to. both our lives. He ſeemed 
ſurpriſed, but gave me a great deal of abuſive lan · 
guage, I encouraged my men, and defired them to 
tight bravely; for if we fell into their hands, we 
ſhould have no mercy, I had fixed my piece at ran- 
dom before, that is, at the firſt perſon I ſaw; but 
now I levelled all at Hamet, and he the ſame at me, 
At laſt I had the good fortune to fetch him down, 
At this fight I could not forbear giving a ſhout of joy, 
which ſo affected thoſe that were near me, and un- 
derſtood the buſinefs, that they fought like ſo many 
furies; and after an obſtinate fight: of two hours, 
they ſtruck to us. We gave God thanks for our 
victory; and I immediately went on board them, 
where we had made a terrible ſlaughter, they having 
loſt by their own account 7 men.. , 

2 1 2 | : 


136 Tur ADVENTURES or 


I aſked ſome of the men, what ſhip that was which 
ſtood aloof from the engagement; and they informed 
me it was a prize they had taken a few days before, 
laden with wine and other commodities, I then 
thought of a ftratagem to get her into my power. Þ 
ordered our ſhip to ſtrike her colours, and then we 
hoiſted thoſe of the Moors, and took our thip in tow. 
When the prize ſaw us in that poſture, ſhe imagined 
the Moor had conquered, and made all the fail ſhe 
could to come up with us; fo that we foon came 
near enough to ſend'a long-boat armed on board her. 
There were but twelve Moors on board, befides 
prifoners that were put under hatches. When our 
men had taken care of them, F went to them, and 
ordered the priſoners to be releaſed; defiring the per- 
fon that was the maſter to come upon deck. The 
Moors had not taken any of the lading ont of her. 

She was a ſhip of ninety tons bound for Liverpool, 
laden, as 1 ſaid before, with port-wines, and ſeveral 
Jars of oil. Frold the maſter, he was at liberty to 
purſue his voyage when he thought fit. The poor 
man was ſome time before he could believe what F 
faid to be real: but when he was convinced; he re- 
turned me thanks ſuitable to the preſent I had made 
him. Yet he would make me a preſent of a. couple 
of hogſheads of wine, two jars of oil, and two of rai- 
fins ; beſides fix of each to the ſhip's erew. I had 
toſt ſeventeen of my men in the engagement, and 
eleven wounded ; which 1 ſupplied, by taking as 
many of the flaves they had on board of Hamet's ſhip, 
all by their own choice; and the reſt that did not 
care for ſo long a voyage, I recommended to the 
maſter of the prize, who promiſed me to land them 
all in England. | COL: 

. We pillaged the Corſair, and found! very good 
booty. We had out of her to the value of two thou- 
fand pounds in goods, which I entered in the ſhip's 
books for the uſe of the company. We did not know 
well how to diſpoſe of her crew; and tho” they de- 
ſerved death, yet in cool blood I thought it was inh u- 
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man; and I conſidered they never had injured me. 
80 I releaſed them by the conſent of the whole com- 
pany, with this agreement; that they ſhould make a 
preſent from me to Mirza the eunuch, of fifty pounds 
in their Mooriſh money,. which he that had command 
over the reſt ſwore by Mahomet to perform, When 


we had taken every thing that was needful for our 


voyage out of her, we let her go, and purſued our 
courſe. Saks 4 | 

We touched at the Canaries, or fortunate iflands, 
to take in freſh-water, and turned the lading we had 
taken out of the Corſair into money: and I ſhared ir 
among the ſailors, reſerving a fourth part for myſelt 
and owners, as | called them. I gave the men by lots 
leave to go aſhore, where they ſoon diſpoſed of their 


money for things they wanted; but the chief of their 
commerce was for wine and brandy, knowing we had 


a long voyage to make. 


We were obliged to leave the place ſooner than we 


deſigned, by reaſon our pilate had unfortunately killed 
a Portugueſe, and the governor threatened to have our 
ſhip ſtopped if we did not ſurrender bim up. I un- 
derſtood that the deceaſed had been in the wrong, 
and therefore rather than run the hazard of lofing 
him, we ſet ſail from thence the tenth of April. The 
caſtle fired ſeveral guns with ſhot to ſtay us, but we 
did not regard it, but kept on our voyage. | 
We met with nothing worth notice, till we made 
the iſland of St. Vincent, one of the Cape Verde, and 


came to an anchor in ten fathom water, in a fine 


gravelly. bottom. MAKES | ab 

Theſe iflands are the He/perides of the ancients. The 
natives are blacks, a poor miſerable people. They 
brought us a few tortoiſe, which we exchanged any 
traſh for, and they were contended. The rivulet of 
freſh water would hardly ſupply us, it being almoſt 
dried up, But we had wood enough. The whole 
Hand is not above two leagues and a half in length, 
and half a one in breadth; very barren ot fruit, graſs 
or roots, and even r ſaw only a few wild 
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or ſo far off, that they were not worth our waſting 


north is a well-inhabited iſland, belonging to the 
crown of Portugal. We reſolved to go and anchor 
there; but the wind proving fair, we purſuing our 


flame of a glaſs-houſe. Twenty days afterwards, we 
paſſed the equinoctial line, with the uſual ceremony 


-all the reſt happily recovered, We gave them three 


ber of fowls, and therefore judged we could not be 
many leagues from land, which we diſcovered: ſoon 


more, anchored in fix fathom water at the ifland of 
St. Catherines, about half a mile from the main land 
ee 1063 {cf gs | 


grove of trees, and but thinly inhabited by Portugueſe, 


any thing we had of them, but linen and woolen. 


for the ſhip, I ſold them goods to the value of four 


They never have peace with the /ndians of the con- 
tinent; and being fo very near, flap have often fox- 
mcrly made inroads, and carried 
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aſſes, and ſome goats, which were too nimble for us, 


powder and ſhot. 
The iſland of St. Anthony, about two leagues to the 


voyage, paſſed by the iſland del Fogo in the night, 
and we would perceive the Volcano burning like the 


of ducking all thofe perſons that had never been 
there before. But I bought off the beſt part of ihe 
delinquents for an anchor of brandy. | 

The next day we buried two of our men who died 
of the wounds they had received in the fight; but 


guns, and committed them to the waves. 


In the latitude of twenty two, we ſaw a great num- 


after to be the iſland of Acenſion, about two leagues 
to the north; but we paſſed by it, and in two days 


This iſland lies in twenty-ſeven degrees thirty mi- 
nutes of ſouth ; latitude. It is almoft a continued 
and a few blacks- They are in want almoſt of all 
the neceflaries of life, beſides proviſion, which is 
plentiful enough, ſuch as it is. The inhabitants are 
courteous enough, and would not take money fer 
And after F had got every thing that was neceflary 


hundred pounds, which I received in pure gold. 


the inhabitants. 
7 Bu 
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But they have prevented ſuch attempts for the future, 
by building ſeveral redoubts, where they keep con- 
ſtant guard, | 
They pay no other taxes but, the church tithes, 
which they'll be ſure not to loſe; and for religion, 
they had but one frier when I was there; and all his 
buſineſs was, as I was informed, only to receive his 
tenths, ts 92 


A Frenchman told me a pleaſant ſtory of one of 


the inhabitants, an induſtrious fellow that had ten 
children ; but, notwithſtanding bis induſtry, found 
it a hard matter to bring both ends together at the 
year's end : though the worſt of his grievances was 


the prieſt's tithes and his money, He often endea- 


voured to perſuade the father to forget him a year or 


two, but all to no purpoſe. One day the father paid 
him a viſit, in order to receive his dues. The poor 


man told him ingeniouſly he had it not in his power 


to give it him. But he ſtill inſiſted. At laſt he told 
him he had but one way to procure it, and that he 
feared the church would not allow of. The frier 
told him he was the beſt judge of that, if he would 
tell him what it was. Why, ſaid the man, a perſon 
that lives on the continent has ſeveral fat pigs, of a 
very fine breed. Now, ſaid he, I could bring one 
over with me unperceived of any one, as I come from 
my daily labour; and ſuch a one, naming a neigh- 
bour, will give me a good price for it. 'The frier 


pauſed ſome time, but at laſt gave him this anſwer. 


It is certainly a ſin to ſteal, but yet it is a greater 


fin to rob the church of its due, and therefore I will 


abſolve you, But bring the pig to me, for if it is 
worth ſo much. to your neighbour, it is worth as 
much to me. The man told him he would be ſure to 
bring it him that night, and the frier ſaid if he was 
not at home, he would leave word with his ſervant 
to take care of it. Now the frier had no conſtant 
dwelling here; for they are ſeat from Lagoa a town 
upon he continent, about ten leagues to 8. S. W. and 


eie kibes were uſually ſeatibere una dna bark ker 
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for that purpoſe. The prieſt took care to be out of 
the way {that he might fwear he knew nothing of the 
matter if it was found out) at the time when the 


man was to come with his pig; but gave his ſervant a 
ſtrict order, whatever was brought ſhould be jmme- 


diately carried .on board, and taken a great deal of: 


* 


care of. 
When the time came, the man was as good as his 
word, and brought to the prieſt's houſe his promiſe 
in a hand- baſket. The ſervant obeyed his maſter's: 
orders, and went to carry it on board; but before he 
could get to the harbour, what he had in his baſket 
began to cry out. The poor fellow was very much 
frighrened to find he had got a child in the baſket; 
but fearing, by the charge his maſter gave of it, he 
was deeply concerned in the affair, made all the haſte: 
he could on board: and the veſſel ſetting ſail that 
night, he went with his charge to Lagoa, where he: 
vw ſecretly delivered it to the brotherbood. 
he prieſt at St. Cather ines thought his man had rob- 
bed him, and made his eſcape, being he was miffing 
fo long; for he had carried a great many other things 
on board before the child. The imagination of this 
made the father very uneaſy ; and the wind continu- 
ing fair, he embarked on board a veſſel, and arrivedat 
Lagoa the day after his man. But what was his ſurpriſe, 
when he found he had-got a ſucking child, inſtead of 
a ſucking pig! He told the reſt of his brethren the 


affront that had been put upon him: and they reſolv- 


ed to ſend: the bantling back again: but either for 
want of due care, or through the fatigue of the ſea, 
the child died. When the frier came back to St. 
Catharines, he ran open-mouthed to the poor man, 
and ſwore he ſhould be excommunicated for playing 
tricks with the church. The man told him he was 


forward enough to have his tithes; ſo having ten 
children, and finding nine too many to keep, he was 


reſolved he ſhould have his due, and have the tenth. 


And farther added, if he offered to make any _ 
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fir about it, he would acquaint every body with his 
encouraging him to ſteal from his neighbours. 

The 
ſtanding to be prieſt - ridden, thought it his beſt way 
to hold his tongue. But the ſecret was diſcloſed, and 
the poor prieſt led a fad ſort of life: for when- 


finding the man had too much under- 


ever he came for his tithes, many would merrily 


aſk him if he would have his tithe pig. In ſhort, 
the frier was ſhamed out of the iſland, and the frater- 
nity were obliged to ſend another man in his room, 
who very often hears the ſtory of the child, though 
much againſt his will. | 
We anchored firſt within a bow-ſhot of the iſland of 
Parrots, in feven fathom water : but we were inform- 
ed the beſt place to water our ſhip, was two leagues 
beyond the ifland of St. Catherine. We had our pre- 
ſent wants ſupplied from the continent, though not 
enough to water the ſhip ; ſo we reſolved to ſteer for 
the watering place, in the bay of Arazattha. _ 


We ſteered between the ifland and the continent, 


and all the way on each fide we diſcovered a beautiful 
proſpe& of houſes environed with natural woods and 
groves, which gave the eye a vaſt delight, When we 
approached the bay of Arazatiba, we perceived a ſhip 
with Engliſh colours, with her anchor a peak, in or- 


der to diſcover who we were, I immediately hoiſted 


Engliſh colours, but prepared for an engagement, as 
imagining her to be French, or ſome Engliſh pirate; 
for there was war between the two nations: but I 
found it was a privateer, commanded by captain Dam- 
pier, who. made me a viſit, after having hailed us. 
When he was on board, he uſed many perſuaſions to 
engage me to conſort with him, and follow the buſi - 
neſs of privateering ; but I told him, I had other af- 
fairs to manage. After I had treated him handſomely 


with what the ſhip afforded, he took his leave, and 


invited me to dine or board his veſſel the next day. 
[ gave him my promiſe to wait on him, and I accord- 
ingly went, where I was very handfomely treated; 
and there we agreed two days after to make an enter- 
: - tainmeat 
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tainment jointly for the officers of both ſhips on 
ſhore ; and the day after that for the reſt of the crey, 

In order to this I commanded a large tent to be 
pitched, capab'e of holding fifty perſons; and we 
ſtrove who ſhould ſend the moſt materials on thore 
for our feaſt. We had the muſic of both veſſels; 
but mine proving to be the beſt, as being /zalians, 
gave the moſt delight: not but they joined in conſort, 
and agrecd very well. 

After dinner, captain Dampier told me, though 
he could not oblige me with Halian muſic, yet he had 
an Engliſh eunuch that ſang admirably ; he added, 
he could not anfwer for his judgment, but he was 
very well convinced he never heard a finer voice in 
his life, Che perſon was brought in; but my read- 
ers may gueſs at my ſurpriſe, when, in the perſon of 
the finger, I diſcovered my miſtreſs's lawyer, whom 
my maſter and his friend had equipt for a fine ſinger, 


I knew him as foon as ever I faw him, but I perceived 


by his behaviour he had no knowledge of me; nei- 
ther was it very poſſible he could have known me; 
becauſe he had never ſeen me but once, and then he 
had too much concern to make any obſervations z. 
but the occafion had imprinted in my mind a lively 
idea of him, 

He ſung admirably well, and with good judgment, 
I aſked the captain how he came to be an eunuch; 
he told me he could not inform me, neither could 
he ever prevail upon him to let him know it. We 
were very merry for ſeveral hours; and I may ſafely 


declare that during that time I had buried wy inward: 


malady. | 175 8 
I told the finger, I believed I could let captain 
Dampier into the ſecret of his caſtration, if he would: 


not be offended at it. He ſeemed very much concern'd, 


and bluſhed ; but imagining I knew nothing of the 
matter, he gave me his conſent to ſay what I thought 
fit; yet with the utmoſt chagrin in his face, as be- 
lieving he was only to be the jeſt of the company. 


But when I began to name my. maſter, and eue 
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ed into ſome part of the ſtory, I found him in the 
utmoſt confuſion, inſomuch that J pitied him, and 
told him I would not proceed any farther without his 
conſent. He told me in bad French, for he had ob- 


ſerved that the captain and I ſometimes talked to one 


another in that language, that I was very welcome to 
tell his unfortunate ſtory, but not to ſo many audi- 
tors; for, added he, I perceive you know it very well. 
| gave him my word only to tell the captain, for 
which he thanked me; but I told him in return that 
he muſt let me into the reſt of the ſtory; which he 
promiſed to do. The captain and I, with my quon- 
dam lawyer, took an opportunity of leaving the com- 
pany, and walking a little way up the river ſide, 
where I informed him that I came to the knowledge 
of his ſtory, by the porter that dogged him, for 1 did 
not think it convenient to let him know that 1 was 
a perſon concerned, and that ſeeing him go into the 
coach in Lombard-ſtreet, I remembred his face again. 
He gave us his ſtory in the following manner, _ 

I was bred up to the law by my father, an attorney 
of Lincolns-Tnn; who dying, left me a ſmall eſtate, 
which I ſoon ſpent in none of the beſt company. I 
had no thoughts of buſineſs, till drove to it through 
the utmoſt neceflity. But finding want approaching 
began to open my eyes, I took chambers in C/iffor di- 
Inn, and reſolved to ſtick to buſineſs. I ſoon found 
clients enough through the credit of my father; and 
underſtanding the rough as well as the ſmooth part 
of the law, I got money enough to ſupply even any 
extravagance, I had ever been a great admirer of the 
female ſex, and had the good fortune, or rather the 
ill, to ſucceed in moſt of my amours.' | | 

The firſt time I ever ſaw the fatal cauſe of my miſ- 
fortune, was at St. Dunſtan's church; which to my 
ſhame I muſt own, I too often frequented without 
devotion. Our eyes often told us the language of 


the heart, I got the opportunity of fitting in the 


next pew to her, but had never once diſcloſed my 
paſſion. : * 


One 
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One Sunday, as the clerk had ſet the pſalm, ſhe 
begged I would lend her my book ; ſaying ſhe had 
left hers at home. When ſhe had done, ſhe return. 
ed it me, and thanked me. I had reſolved with my. 
ſelf to have waited on her out of the church, but wa 
prevented by the perſon that was afterwards her huſ. 
band. When I came home, I pulled my prayer-book 


out of my pocket, but perceived it would not ſhut x 


uſual, which put me on examining it. I found x 
note pined to the laſt leaf, which I had not obſerved 
before: the contents were to invite me to an aſſigns 
tion that evening at fix. 

I was very puctual, and found her there before me, 
I begged her pardon for making her wait, which flu 
eaſily granted with a gentle reproach ; and we ſoon 
came to a right underſtanding : for that very night, 
before we parted, I had what I wiſhed; the ſweet 
which was followed by the worſt of bitters, 

She told me ſhe had long had a paſſion for me; 
which, though ſhe reſiſted all ſhe could, got the bet- 
ter of her modeſty, and forced her to declare it. She 
informed me too, that ſhe was —y to be married 
to the man that led her out of church, though it was 
much againſt her inclination; but ſhe was obliged to 
comply with her mother's commands. 

We had many meetings; ſometimes at my cham- 
bers, till I was taken too much notice of by ſome of 
my neighbours : and when ſhe was married, we often 
met at different places, and ſhe as often made me 
handſome preſents. He then related how he was diſ- 
covered at my maſter's houſe by one of the prentices, 


meaning me; but as he concealed his face by turning 


it to the window, he could not remember him. He 


Alſo related all that I have declared in the former 


ſheets; and added, that when the operation was o- 
ver, his miſtreſs, as knowing him of no farther uſe 
to her, left him without ſpeaking a word. When J 
had recovered ſtrength, ſaid he, to write, I ſent for 
ſome of my intimate friends, and among the reſt a 
ſurgeon. I told him my misfortune, and was - 
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mined by him; but was obliged to ſtay at the inn ſe - 


veral days. At laſt, though almoſt a miracle, I was 
perfectly cured, and returned to my buſineſs; but 
my ſtory getting air, I was made the ſcoff of every 
body that ſaw me; till, in ſhort, my life became a bur- 
den to me, and 1 took a reſolution to go to ſome part 
of the world where no one ſhould know me; and 
get ing acquainted with captain Dampier, he favour- 
ed me ſo far as to enter me ſteward. I had learnt to 


ling when I was young; and my voice growing clear- . 
er by my loſs, is much improved. I had kept my 


misfortune a ſecret to all the crew, if ] had not re- 
ceived a wound in my thigh, by an Judian arrow on 
the coaſt of Florida, à year ago; for the ſurgeon 
coming to dreſs me, when the extreme anguiſh had 
taken away my ſenſes, perceived my condition, and 


diſcloſed it to the company: but I have the good 


fortune not to be flouted- ar; 


When the ſtory was finiſhed, we joined our com- 


pany again, and ended the day in mirth and jollity, 
The next day my crew went on ſhore to regale them- 
ſelves; for captain Dampier and I had altered our 
reſolution of ſending both companies together, for 
fear of quarrels and diſorder; and his crew went 
on ſhore the following day. EEE 

About noon, as | was reading in my cabin, I heard 
the report of ſeveral pieces; upon which I ran out, 
and went myſelf to the top-malt head, where I per- 
ceived my men, who were filling our caſks at the river 
of Parrots, ſurrounded by a multitude of Indianc. 1 
upon the inſtant let flip our cables, and having a 
ſtrong ſea breeze, ſtcered full into the river's mouth 
at all hazards, ordering every man to his arms, and 
to load all our great guns with muſket ball, By good 
fortune the tide- was almoſt at the higheſt, ſo that 
we came on broad fide the rivulet where our men 
were defending themſelves, They had made a ram- 


part with the empty caſks, and had kept off the Indi- 


auf with their pieces; but juſt as we came, they had 


ſpent all their ammunition, and had reſolved to ſub- 
mit 
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mit to the Indiant. But as ſoon as they perceived us, 
they took to their heels and ran towards our ſhip, 
and the Indians after them ; but we ſoon ſtopped their 


career, by firing our double and round, which killed 


them fifty men, and put the reſt to flight. We took 
our men on board, and intended to fall out of the 
river, but found the tide turned; and before we 


could get out, our thip ran aground, ſo that we were 


obliged to wait till the next tide. I was very uneaſy 


at this accident, and ordered my lieutenant to take 


the boat, and acquaint captain Tam pier with it. 

In the mean time, not to be idle, | armed twenty 
men, and ordered them to guard the reſt while they 
lilled our caſks; which was accordingly done, and 
with the long-boat brought on board. I would not 


let them be hoiſted into the ſhip, for fear of hurting 
her now ſhe lay aground ; though it proved to be a 
clayie bottom. | 


An hour before night we perceived an Indian run- 
ing very ſwiftly to us, who called to us in Portugueſe 
to fetch him on board. As ſoon as he was in the ſhip, 
he told a man that underſtood Portugueſe, that the 
Indians, to the number of a thouſand, deſigned in 
the middle of the night to attack our ſhip, and that 
they would come down in canoes; for they very well 
knew we could not get out till tide of flood. | 


This man, whom we took for an Indian, was a 


Portugueſe the Indians had taken priſoner a year be- 
tore, and underſtanding their language learnt their 


relolution; and while they were calling their number 
together, be took his opportunity to make his-eſcape. 
ordered him io be told he ſhould be rewarded for 
his. intelligence. I immediately called all the officers 
together, to conſult about the danger, and we agreed 
to ſend to captain Dampier for help, who came with 


jifty men well armed: and by his advice, as ſoon as 


ic was dark, we landed fix of our cannon, and raiſed 


ſmall battery without any noiſe or buſtle ; - theſe 
were pointed up the river ſlanting. Two of our guns 


were loaded with, double and round, in che ſtern of 


our 
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our ſhip. The reſt of our men were ordered in cloſe 
coverts on each ſide of the river, with directions to 
let the Indian canoes paſs them, and not to fire till 
they were all gone by. 1 
Every thing was concerted and ſettled, and every 
man ordered to his poſt, to expect the charge; and 
we had contrived it ſo well, that none of our fires 
could hurt one another. 
About one o'clock in the morning we could hear 
their paddles in the water, and ſoon after perceive 
them ſilently falling down the river, to tlie namber 
of two hundred canoes. We let them come within 
fifty yards of the ſhip before we fired; but when we 
began, we made fuch a terrible flaughter of them, 
that I pitied them. We took one canoe with twelve 
Indians, and their chief among them. When the 
morning dawned, we were amazed to ſee what ha- 
vock death had made; the very ſhores were ſtained 
with blood, and we had not loſt one man of either 
of our crews, The Portugueſe, who gave us notice, 
J rewarded with a hundred pounds, and two new 
ſuits of clothes, both linen and woolen; and we 
made uſe of him for our interpreter. He told us we 
had one of their Cacigues among the priſoners, and a 
mati of great power among the Indian. T ordered 
him to aſk him the reaſon of his enmity to-us, ſince 
we had never offended them. He told him that he 
took us: for Spaniards or Portugueſe, nations they 
hated from the barbarous uſage they had met with 
from them: but he was ſorry he had moleſted us, be- 
ing he was convineed we were Engliſhmen, and ene- 
mies to the Spaniards as well as themſelves: but how- 
ever, he would pay ſufficiently for his ranſom, if we 
would ſpare his life, and accordingly we agreed for: 
a hundred weight of gold duſt, and twenty in ingots, 
and he ordered one of his retinue to fetch it, In the 
mean time, we took the advantage of the tide, and 

fell down to our old ſtation. Fr 1 | 
The next day at noon two canoes arrived, one with: 
the gold, aud ſeveral! perſons of quality that came 
2 e 
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to wait on their king; and the other laden with fruits 
and proviſions, which I equally parted between both 
ſhip's companies. I took the ingots for my ſharers, 
and the duſt was divided among us according to our 
allowance, Captain Dampier and his crew were 
nightly pleaſed with their dividend, and once more 
preſſed me to accompany them: but I gave them a 
Har denial for the preſent, with this hope, that when 
J had viſited ſeveral places in the South Sea, I would 
return to St. Salvador, and wait two months for 
them there, f 

We put the Indians on ſhore, and the next day 
weighed anchor again, ſaluting captain Dampier with 
eleven guns, #ho returned us the like number, and 
we ſteered our courſe with a freſh gale, for the ſtraits 
of Magellan, I intended to paſs thro' thoſe ſtraits in- 
to the South- Sea; for I was of opinion it would ſhort- 
en that voyage; and then my curioſity ſtrengthened 
that opinion: but I was adviſed by my lieutenant to 
venture up to Buenos Ayres, a town belonging ro the 
Spaniards, where he aſſured me we might drive a 
very good trade underhand with the merchants, I 
communicated the matter to the whole company, who 
unanimouſly agreed it was the beſt courſe we could 
ſteer ; fo we kept in with the ſhore, and ſteered for 
the Rio de la Plata, or the River of Plate, which we 


reached in twenty days without any accident. As we 


had war with France and Spain, I had. hoiſted French: 
colours, that we might have the liberty to trade with 
more ſafety. | 


Buenos Ayres is ſituated above fifty leagues up the. 


River of Plate, which above the town. receives the 
name of Paraguay; and takes its riſe many leagues 


up the country ; which 1s poſiefled by a numerous 


nation of Indiant, who ſometimes trade with the 
Spaniards, but oftner murder them, willen they can 


meet them conveniently ; for the ſpirit of revenge is 


ſucked in with their milk, and handed down from 


father to ſon; ſo that they imagine it to be a very 
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meritorious deed to diſpatch one of them; and they 
are generally rewarded by their Cacique for it. ! 

The town of Buenos Ayres takes irs name from the 
excellent temperature of the climate, and its pleaſant 
ſituation. They have commerce with the ſhips of 
E4r9pe not above once a year, which bring them the 
neceſſaries they want, and in return eaſe them of their 
gold; that being a metal leſs eſteemed than iron, 
which proves more uſeful to them. When we were 
within two leagues of the port, we came to an anchor 


1. gn. 3 
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in a little creek, in eight fathom water, a ſandy bot- 
tom. We did not care to go nearer the town, for 
fear the governor ſnhould have taken it in his head to 
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have hindred our going out again. | 
Though we were not inſight. of it, yet we had ca- 
noes o board of us in an hour after our anchoring z 
and ſome of note came icognito, to be informed whar 
we dealt in. One of them told me, he believed it 
would be no difficult thing to diſpoſe of my cargo, it 
thought fit to make the governor a ſmall preſent. 
Accordingly 1 took his advice, and ſent my ſteward 
ia my name, with a piece of holland, and half a do- 
zen pieces of Halian filks; which he received as a ve- 
ry valuable preſent, and ſent me word he would not 
in the leaſt moleſt me, provided I did not deal too- 
bare-faced. I underſtood him, and therefore was 


very cautious, ſelling but to one at a time, nor would 


I ſuffer another to enter my ſhip, till the former was 
diſpatched. E (SED | 

In two days I got rid of all the cargo that I intend- 
ed to part with, to a very great advantage; and then 
I allowed my men liberty to do what they thought 
fit with what they had, which gave them a general 


fatis faction.“ The next day J invited the governor on 


board, with ſome of the principal merchants; and en- 


tertained them in my cabin; and in return I was o 
dine on ſhore at the caſtle. But J left a ſtrict order: 


with my lieutenant how to behave himſelf it I thould: 


be ſtopped ;z. for I knew the Sparitards to be untaiilhe 
N = 7 Wilen 


ful people. 
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When we landed, I obſerved the town made but a 
mean appearance, conſiſting only of two ſtreets, built 
in the form of a croſs, and ſurrounded with a mud 
wall. The caſtle iiſelf made but a very indifferent fi- 
gure: but however, I was elegantly entertained, The 

overnor ſeemed to have leſs of the formality of the 
Spaniard, than ever I met with in any of them. When 
I took my leave of him, he made me a preſent of 
two Indian ſlaves, and a bar of gold that weighed 
three pound two. ounces, When I came on board, 
J called a council, to know what courſe we ſhould 
fteer next; for as to traffic, I had no pretence to go 
to the South · Seca, being all my cargo was diſpoſed of. 
We debated for ſome time, and at laſt we all agreed 
to go to the South Sea upon the ſcore of privateering. 
We communicated our intentions to the company, 
and they all ſeemed very much rejoiced at the reſolu- 
tion I had taken, 

Now I began to repent I bad not joined with cap- 
tain Dampter ; for I wanted men for any notable ex- 
Floit, but I did not deſpair of mecting with him in 
the South- Sea. We weighed anchor, and ſteered for 
the ſtraits of Magellan with a fair wind. One 
morning my ſervant waked me, and told me, that a 
fail bore down upon us, and the lieutenant de- 
fired to know how to behave himſelf. I roſe upon 
the inſtant, and by the help of my perſpective, ſlaw 
it was a veſlcl with Engliſh colours; but I imagining 
they were put up only for a ſhew, I cauſed French: 
colours to be hoiſted, which foon was anſwered by 
the ſame in the ſhip that purſued us, I ordered e- 
very thing to be prepared for an engagement without 
any harry, commanded my men not to appear upon 


deck, and kept on my courſe with crouded ſail, that 


our pupſuers might imagine I was willing to get from 
them; yet I ordered it ſo by falſe ſteering that they 
gained upon us. About three in the afternoon they 
were within half a league of us, firing every quarter 
of an hour a gun to leeward, to let us know we were: 
40 take them for t nds. Z 
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I ordered our men to tack about, to hoiſt up Eng- 
liſh colours and bear upon them. We ſoon perceived 
we had much ſurpriſed them, but notwithſtanding 
they kept up their French colours, and ſeemed to pre- 
pare for the engagement, though they were much 
inferiour to us. When we came along-fide I hailed 
them, and, after owning they were French, com- 
manded them to ſurrender ; but was anſwered with 
a broadſide, which we returned fo faſt, that they 
ſoon ſtruck, and called for quarter, I ordered the 
captain to come on board, who informed me that his 
veſſel was called the Felicity, belonging to Monfienr 
de Gennes, and had been ſeparated from the fleet three 
days before. I uſed the captain very handſomely, for 
the ſake of Monfieur St, Olon the French ambaſſador. 
I gave him a letter and a ſmall prefent for that gen- 
teman, and dimiſſed them without taking any thing 
from them. I found this action did not pleaſe ſome 
of my men; and not caring to have them uneaſy, I 
fummoned them upon the deck, and told them the 
obligations I had to the French ambaflador : acquaint- 
ing them, as this was a ſhip of war, there was not 
much to be expected from them, therefore, I told: 
then. I would ſhare five hundred pounds among them 
to make them amends for their diſappointment, But 
not one of them would accept a penny; in return I 
told them, I did not intend to make any more fuch.. 
compliments to the French, if ever they came into- 
my power again, They were very well pleaſed with. 
my declaration, and ſome of them praiſed my genero- 
fity; for though moſt ſailors are rough and blunt in 
ſpeech, yet they can, in their way, admire a generous. 
action as well as other men, | 

Our officers were under ſome apprehenſions of 
meeting with the ſquadron. of Monſieur de Gennes, 
which being a fleet of five ſail would certainly be too 
hard for us; and we were informed by the captain of 
the Felicity that they were failed: for the ſtraits of 
Magellan. I found their fears. were. reaſonable, and 
would be a fool-haxdy. action to. encounter a * 
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ſo much ſuperior: for though life was burdenfoggg 
enough to me, yer humanity obliged me not to hazard 
the lives of ſo many men that were not out of love 
with this world. 80 J refolved to wave my curioſity, 
and make for Le Mare's ſtraits; which in five days 
time we diſcovered, known to ſailors by three rocks, 
called the Three bi others from their likeneſs to one 
another, X 

We found a ſtrong current ſetting northward, and 
an unuſual toſſing of the ſhip ; but we got through 
the ſtraits in two days with ſafety, and made tor the 
South-Sea, oF | 2 % | 

The next day we diſcovered the Magellan clonds, 
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ſo well known to failors, which convinced us that we This 
were over - againſt thoſe ſtraits that run into the South. Wc it we 
Sea, Tneſe clouds are always ſeen in the ſame de- and co: 
gree, and the fame orbicular form We kept on our ound 
courſe, not intending to come within fight of the con- d, fro 
tinent for fear of a diſcovery ; and the weather fa- i the 1 
voured us, it continuing very hazy. | ; tre 
About an hour within night we heard the ſound of orty-f 
a trumpet, which we conjectured muſt be on board pleaſed 
cf ſome veſſel, becauſe*we. were well aſſured we were Wer uſa; 
not near enough the land; upon which | immediately ia, wi 
gave orders to put out all our lights, and ſteer our Mets a: 
courſe that way we heard the found; which founding Whnform 
often, gave us true notice of their courſe; and in Nered 1 
half an hour, though pretty dark, we gained fight ry mpe 
of them: but their mirth was ſoon changed when we Nerſtan 
got up with them, thruſt cut our guns and hailed Wherefo 
them. We underſtood they were Spaniſh, and I or- WBut 1 « 
dered them to be told, if they did not upon the in- he ref 
ſtant lie by, and ſend their commander on board, E erty, 
would immediately fire upon them. They very readi- f! kex 
ly complied with my orders, hoiſted out their boat, Nor they 
and the captain came on board me, whoſe name was The 
Don Juan Villegro, and his ſhip the Wildfire. He old me 
was employed by the viceroy of Peru, to carry con- Nandſo 
diemned perſons to Baldivia, which is the reſidence of our ſt. 
molt of the rogues of America. But we were-alls. Wlcaſed 
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informed they had the Real Situado on board, which 
is a ſum of money ſo called, that is ſent from the 
viceroy of Peru to pay and clothe the garriſon, as well 
as to repair the fortifications of Baldivia. This ſum 
uſually amounted to four hundred thouſand crowns, 
but we could find no more than two hundred and 
fifty thouſand 5 but then to make amends for the 
deficiency, we met with a great many valuable Eaſt- 
India goods, brought from thenee by their Manila 
ſhip; for the merchants always put their ſupply for 
baldivia in the ſhip that carries the money to pay 
che garriſon, that being the only time to diſpoſe of 
their goods. | e 5 
This prize made my men mad with joy, and I fear- 
ed it would make them think they ſhould have enough, 
and conſequently defire to return home. But I ſoon 
found it had the contrary effect, ard they all expect- 
d, from this earneſt of good fortune, riches enough, 
in the voyage we propoſed, to make them for ever. 
I treated the priſoners handſomely, which were 
forty-fix, including fifteen felons, who were well- 
pleaſed to have changed their maſters ; *expeCting bet- 
er uſage from us, than from the Spaniards of Baldi. 
ia, where they were deſigned. There was one Ro- 
berts an Engliſbman among them, who, I have been 
nformed, has been executed ſince for piracy : 1 en- 
ered him, two Frenchmen, four Spaniards and the 
rumpeter, in my books to reinforce. my crew ; un- 
Jerſtandiog their crime was only ſuſpicion of piracy, 
herefore I was convinced they were good ſailors. 
But I did not know how to diſpoſe of the ſhip and 
he reſt of the crew. If I ſhould give them their li- 
derty, they would of courſe alarm the country; and 
t I kept them with me, proviſions would fall ſhort ; 
or they were victualled but for a month's voyage. 
The Spaniſh captain being informed of my fears, 
old me by an interpreter, that he had received ſuch 
dandſome uſage from me, that he would upon his ho- 
our ſteer to what port I thought fit, and report, if I 
caſed, that I was ſailed back again for the * 
| | | - ge 
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Sea. I told him, though I could rely upon his ho- 
nour, he could not anſwer for all the reſt, At lat] 
thought of a ſtratagem to deceive the Spaniſh caprain 
as well as the other priſoners, as follows. In the firſt 
watch of the night, the priſoners being all under 
hatches, I came to our failors upon deck, and told 
them the ill conſequence of keeping or letting go 
the priſoners; and therefore concerted 'with them 
that they ſhould pretend a mutiny the next day, and 
all declare for going back through the ſtraits into the 
North. Sea. When the firſt watch was felieved, I ac- 
quainted the other moiety of the company, and then 
retired to reſt, But my ſlumbers were broken with 
viſions of my dear Mrs Villar; I dreamt 1 ſaw her 
in the arms of the renegado Hamer, ſtruggling and 
calling out on me for help, but before I could come 
to her aſſiſtance, death had freed her from the dar. 
barous wretch. This dream had brought to my mind 
all my afflictions, and I can't tell how long I ſhould 
have continued feeding upon my fighs, if L had not 
been alarmed with ſhouts and noiſes upon deck. | 
ran out to ſee what was the matter, and found my 
men, as was deſigned, in their feigned mutiny. 1 
had forgot at firſt, and was much alarmed ; but re- 
collecting, I carried on the cheat. And grief had ſo 
ſeated herſelf on my countenance, with thoughts of 
my dream, that one of my quarter-maſters told me 
afterwards, My looks were enough to deceive all 
the world, wi 

The Spaniards had leave to be. upon deck all the 
day, and care was taken to let them into the ſecret, 
A: dinner I told the Spaniſh captain, for he and the 
merchants always eat with me, that 1 thought his 
ſpeeches yeſterday were prophetic, for J was compel: 
led to comply with my obſtinate crew, and fails for 
the North. Sea again, He replied, he wiſhed me hap- 


py wherever I went: and to carry on the deceit, we 

1icered our courſe back again. 
In the afternoon Roberts came to me, and told me 
that one of the Spantz:ds, who was willing to ſtay with 
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vs, would undertake to bring me ten thouſand pieces 
of eight in ten days, if I would let him have the prize, 
Upon what Roberts (aid, I ſent for the man, and had 
him examined by R bert, who underſtood Spaniſh 
very well. The Spaniard told me, he would not 
have me enquire into the matter till it was done; and 
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for the better ſecurity I might ſend who I thought fit AN 
with him, provided he had one of his companions J 
that was to help in the defign. Accordingly I order- j 
ed twenty hands, and-to obey the Spantard in this ex- 1 
y pedition as if he were their captain. 3 
4, We agreed to wait for them the limited time, in al 
\ the ſame degree we parted fr m them. I informed 1 
the Spaniſh captain, by an interpreter, that his coun- 1 
p tryman was gone upon ſome ſecret expedition, and as "8 
* ſoon as he returned, we would purſue our courſe. He 4 
7 anſwered, whatever he had undertaken, he was of o- 9 
4 pinion he would ſucceed in it, for he had ccrtainly as 1 
4 wuch cunning as any perſon in the world; he had 1 


1 


been condemned to Baldivia once before, and made 
I his eſcape from thence : and he did not doubt but he 
would get from them again, if he had been carried 
here the ſecond time; and farther gave me ſome hints 
Ag that he might deceive me in this undertaking. 
fo began to be in ſome tear of having a knaviſh trick 
of played me, and would have recalled the veſſel if it had 
ne not been tod late; but hoping for the beſt, I reſolved 
ai cruize till the time appointed was expired. — 
I had clothed my two [ndians, that were preſented 
ne me by the governor of Buenos Ayres, in European ha- 
on biis, very handſome; and inſtructed them in the Erg- 
* % tongue: they very readily learnt ; and I gave them 
„he tender uſage imaginable, which they were o- 
bligingly ſenſible of; and I believe they would have 
ſacrificed their lives to have ſerved me. I found them 
very handy and docible, and very good-natured; | 
which convinces me, if mild methods were uſed with 
them, they might be yery eaſily. brought to be friends 
to the Europeans, eſpecially the * And I chin 
tis a great pity ſuch a vaſt body of people ſhould be 
; 1gnorant 
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ignorant of the Divine Being that formed the univerſe, 
Though the Spaniards, 'tis true, fend Mifſionaries a. 
- mong them to inculcate Chriſtianity, yet they gene- 
rally neglect their holy functions, and ſtrive all they 
can to enrich themſclves, by laying exorbitant taxes; 
upon the poor Indians and I have been informed, 
that in ſome parts of America all the wealth they get 
is delivered to the Miffion, reſerving to themſelves only 
what is needful, and that but from day to day. I had 
my two Indians made Chriſtians ; one by the name of 
Robert, and the other Foſiph; being mine and my fa- 
ther's names. And J hope, in the fight of God, lay. 
baptiſm will ſuffice ; eſpecially when we had not the 
happineſs of the other form. And it is not impoſſible 
if they lead good lives, they may find the road to hea- 
ven as well as if they had been chriſtened in a church 
by an orthodox clergyman. 

Three days before the time I expected my Spantard 
back, we diſcovered two fail making up to us, which 
made us prepare for an engagement; but we ſoon 
perceived it was our prize, with another veſſel, The 
Spaniard came on board, and informed me that he had 
been ſomething better than his word, for he believed 
that in money and in goods he had brought to the 
value of 80,000 dollars. He gave us the following ac- 
count, by Roberts, Laſt time I was priſoner. at Baldi 
Via, I was compelled to work for one Don Sancho 
Ramirez, a ſordid, covetous, jealous, malicious wretch, 
one that uſed to deal in merchandiſe It was his uſual 
method-to wait at a country-houſe near the ſea, for 


the arrival of the Real Situado ſhip, which was the 


ſame I had taken, and then go privately on board to 


deal with the merchants. The knowledge of this made 


me undertake this expedition, as well to get money, 


as to be revenged on the old villain for the ſtripes he 


has often given me without any provocation, When 
we arrived within half a league of the place, we per- 
ceived a bark riding ai anchor. I began to demur, as 
fearing we might be diſcovered ; but at laſt reſolved to 
proceed, let what would happen. 'The bark weighed 
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and made towards us, which occaſioned another ſur- 1 
priſe; but my fears were ſoon over, when I perceived {| 
Don Sancho upon deck. He hailed us, and deſired 
we would flacken ſail, that he might come on board. 
Accordingly we ran into a ſmall creek, and came to 
an anchor. I did not appear at firſt, but let the o- 
ther Spaniard that went with us perſonate the captain 
and inſtructed him accordingly. As ſoon as he came 
on board; he enquired for Don Juan Villegro, for. 
that gentleman uſed to command the Real Situado, 
and was anſwered, that he was very ill, and could 
not ſail this voyage, Then he enquired for the mer- 
chants, telling him, that the governor had diſcovered 
his uſual practice of dealing firſt with them; there- 
fore he had contrived to meet us in one of his own 
veſſels, that was ready laden for Buenos Ayres, and 
only ſtaid for our arrival to ſet ſail; I was glad to 
hear of that, becauſe I intended to make a prize of 
it. The Spaniard invited him into the cabin, while 
I went on board his bark with ren men armed, and 
ſecured it, there being but five men and a boy in it. 
The reſt of the crew were on ſhore, | | 
I cut her cable, and our own, and made out to ſea 
again, When we were under fail, I came on board, 
and ſhewed myſelf to the old Don, and in few words 
made him underſtand his condition. I thought at 
firſt we ſhould have been obliged to have buried him, 
for he looked for. a great while like one that Ws 
dead. But I recovered him a little, by ſhewing him: MW 
the box that contained his heart and ſoul, I mean His | 
money. He did his endeavour to fly at me, to be rer. 
venged on me, but he was held; but to give him x 
little more comfort, I read over to him his bill of lad? 
ing, and told him plainly, I would not deal with hi, 
if his goods did not anſwer his bill. When he found 
he could do no good by paſſion, he told me he would 
give me half his money, if I would reſtore him his 
ſhip and cargo. I was very well as I was, I told bm; 
and ſince J had got it all in my poſſeflion, I would 
have no more dealings with him, only the odd ten 
0 pieces 
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pieces of eight more for his ranſom. He was fo 
thunder-ſtruck at this, that he did not ſo much as 
offer to open his mouth to ſpeak ; but kept ſo long 
filent, that I fancying he would never ſpeak again, 
took him upon deck, that he might behold the love. 
ly proſpect of the water; for by this time we were 
out of fight of land. His heart then began to melt, 
and he fell down upon his knees, and begged he 
might have his liberty, notwithſtanding we had rob- 
bed him. I was in a very great paſſion, and ordered 
him to molify the word, and call jt over - reaching; 
which wich much chaſtiſement he did. But I told 
him, he was obliged to make your honour one viſit, 
and accordingly I have brought him to wait on you. 
I muſt confeſs, I could not help admiring the 
Spaniard's ingenuity, and yet I did not greatly reliſh 
the action; for though it was a lawful prize to us, 
yet I thought it was downright robbery in him. How- 
ever, I gave him the thanks our intereſt required ; 
and further told him, by Robert, our intrepreter, that 
he ſhould be very well rewarded for his undertaking. 


The old Spaniard was brought on board us, more 
dead than alive; and underſtanding we were Engliſh, 


he ſpake to me in that language, and begged he 
might be ſet at liberty. I told him, he need not ap- 
prehend any thipg, for he ſhould have bis liberty 
and civil uſage, He thanked me as well as his grief 
would give him leave, and I invited him to dine with 
me, wnich he did accordingly the ſame day. V 

'T ordered the cargo out of the bark, which was 
very conſiderable, and moſt of the proviſion, becauſe 
I feared it would be what we ſhould want. The other 
veſſel, as belonging to the king of Spain, and one 
who could pretty well bear that loſs, I intended to 
keep for ourſelves. The bark I reſtored to Don Ra- 


. Mirez, with ſeveral bales of goods that would prove 
of ſmall uſe to us, though of value to him; nay, I. 
would very willingly have given him all his goods and 


money too, if it had not been for wronging my crew; 
tor, as I faid, I looked upon it as gained by fraud, 
| | ; Hows 
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However, I ventured to give him back twenty thouſ- 
and ryals, which did not amount to mine and my 
owner's ſhare. He returned me his acknowledgments, 
by giving me a very handſome ring that they had not 
taken from him, and old me, he ever thought the 
Engliſh generous enemies. | | 

I cauſed alt the priioners to be put on board the 
bark, and rook my leave of them. They returned 
me abundance of thanks for my kind uſage; and 
yowed, if ever fortune fhould fend any of our coun- 
trymen among them, they ſhould fare the better for 
my fake. I muft own, I was not difpleafed with 
their acknowledgments. A man feels a fecret plea- 
ſure within himſelf, when he has done an humane 
action; when, on the contrary, if a perſon has been 
guilty of bafeneſs, horror and remorſe gnaw his 
conſcience. _ | | 

The day after J had parted with the priſoners, I 
fummoned all my men upon deck, and told them what 
the Spaniard had done for them, and adviſed with them 
what recompence I ſhould make him, We ſoon agreed 
he ſhould have five thouſand pieces of eight, his 
companion five hundred, and the reft of them en- 
tered to a ſhare of the booty we had before taken, Ac- 
cordingly FE ſent for them, and told them what | in- 
tended, The Spaniard returned me ſuitable thanks 
m French, for he had been informed that I under- 
ſtood that language. I found in his diſcourſe, a 
ready turn of wit and humour, and of a perſon that 
had read mankind. He did not ſeem to be above 
thirty years of age, of a free and open nature, having 
nothing, of the {tiff formality of the Spaniard, though 
born at Sevil in Old Spain. I told him I expected a 
thort account of his life; he readily anſwered, he 
thould be proud to comply with my deſires; but he 
begged I would defer it for ſome time, till he might 
be a little more uſed to my converſation ; for, Aid 
he, ſmiling, mine has been a. very merry and odd 
fort of life, and there fore till I have more freedom, 1 
Hall deſiſt, becauſe I. 9 loſe the ſpirit in telling it. 

2 8 We 
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We ſteered our courſe towards Panama, depending 
that our priſoners would ſpread the report of our 

oing back again for the Worth. Sea. In thirty-ſix 
degr ces, and forty-five minutes, we diſcovered a vel. 
fel ſteering the fame courſe; I ordered the prize to 
Chaſe her, and before night the took her. It was a 
bark laden with tallow and hides bound for La Con- 
ception. I repented the taking of her, for we ſoon 
found ſhe was but a heavy ſailor, and therefore could 
not Kept company with us, and it was not proper for 
us to let them depart, . 
Don Pedro Aguilio, which was the name of our 
0 miner Spaniard, told me he would undertake to 

diſpoſe of the cargo and bark to a good advantage, if 
I could tell how to diſpoſe of the men, which were 
but four, that is three Indians and a Spaniard, The 
ſudians were very well pleaſed to be received as ſer- 
vants on board; yet we allowed them half a ſhare in 
our future purchaſes. The Syaniard we intended ta 
detain on board till we had made our cruiſing voyage, 
and then releaſe him. So depending upon Don Pe- 
_ &r0's ingenuity, J let him go off with che bark, with 
three Spaniards to aſſiſt him, having bis promiſe to 
return the next day. We were then within five 
leagues of La Conception, and therefore reſolved 10 
remain in that ſtation till his arrival, keeping Ma- 
melles de Biybio, or the dugs of Biobio, two rocks ſo 

called, in view | | 16 1 bon 
The next day we perceived him coming with a 
Pirogue, a ſmall Spaniſh boat with one ſail. He brought 
me a handſome preſent of fruit, and enough beſides 
for the whole crew. Well, ſaid he, I have made 
but an indifferent bargain ; J have brought you but 
twenty thouſand pieces of eight: the old rogue of a 
governor would not give any more. He told me 
that the governor of La Concep!/ton ingroſſed all the 
tallow and hides, and forced the retailers to give him 
his own price; ſo he went boldly to him, and ſold 
him bark and cargo. | 

Don Pedro adviſed us to cruiſe for the Manilla hips 
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Which was daily expected. His advice was approved 
on all hands, therefore orders were given to wood 
and water the ſhips for the voyage; and accordingly 
we made for Juan Fernando, and arrived there the 
fifth of September 1695. It being a remarkable day 
with me, it lives in my memory; for the loſs of my 
journal, by an odd accident, hinders my keeping a 
IN regular account. We ſpent two days in wooding 
id and watering, and killing goats, which are there in 
Or great plenty. | 1 
There are three iſlands that bear the name of Juan 
Ir Fernando, the firſt diſcoverer, though there are no 


0 other inhabitants on them than goats. Therc's a no- 
if ble bay on the north ſide of the iſland, capable of 
* containing five hundred fail, where you anchor at 
5 fixteen fathom water, a ſandy bottom. We left it 


with a favourable wind for our defign, and made 
farther up the coaſt January the firſt; and it was 
feared we had miſſed our booty, for the Manilla ſhip- 
generally arrives at Acapulco about Chriſtmas; how- 
ever we reſolved to coaſt about for twenty days long- 
er, and if we failed of her, to return into the Vor h- 
Sea, with a deſign to cruize down the coaſt. 

We kept out of fight of land, for fear of being 
diſcovered. PREY, os ok AS 

On the ſixth we perceived two fail, and according- 
ly gave them chace. Don Philip aſſured me it was 
the Manilla ſhip, and a guard ſhip: along with her. 
We called a council immedaately ; where it was re- 
folved the bark ſhould attack the Manilla ſhip, while 
ours was to engage the man of war: and this was 
the reaſon Don Pedro gave for it; that the Aanil/a 
ſhip, was ſo very unwieldy, the bark could play round 
her, and being ſo ſmall, ſhe was out of reach of their 
cannon, for they could make no uſe but of thoſe up- 
on their upper deck. The man-of war ſeeing me 
give them chaſe, ſlackened her ſail to ſtay for us, 
imagining we ſhould both attack him, but he found 
hiraſelf miſtaken, Our Pink paſſed him, without 
firing a gun: but as ſoon as ever we cam? along: ſide, 
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we gave him a broadſide with aloud huzza. He ſoon 
returned it, but we plied him ſo cloſe; that he began 
to make off; but we followed him cloſe at the heels, 
and coming under his ſtarboard quarter, we gave 
him another broadfide, which brought his main - maſt 
by the board ; upon which he immediately ſtruck. 
The fea being very ſmooth, though a. handſome 
breeze of wind, we marmed our long boat, and I went 


on board with forty hands, well armed. When 1 ot un 
came upon deck, | ordered the Spaniards to be taken ſent m 
on board, and ſecured under hatches; but I was muck his ſm 
furpriſed to find but ſixteen men in the fhip, beſides along 
eight that were killed, and not one that appeared and ge 
like an officer among them, But we were ſoon in- WE at laſt 
formed, the captain. had ordered one hundred and dered 
fifty of his men on board the Manilla ſhip, as ſoon did. 
as they had diſcovered us in the morning, becauſe Iy aft, 
her crew were moſt of them fickly. 121 her v 

We imagined our {mall veſſel muſt have warm work {tron 


on't, being not above thirty-five hands in all. So we re- 
folved immediately to cut off the rudder of the man of 
war, and leave her; for having loſt her main-maſt, ſhe 


could not follow us to do us any damage ; and fix of Tt 
her men we took on board us, who finding we were them 
Ergliſh ſeemed very willing to ſerve us; and I pro- WAS 
mited them their ſhare in the booty, if we ſucceeded. lars, 
Theſe ſix men were old Chriſtians, as they called boar 
themſelves, and they value themſelves very much up- Luce 
on it, deſpiſing the Creoliant. We made all the fail ing 
We could after the Manilla ſhip, and ſoon overtook Me > 
her; for our {mall veſſel had kept her very well in py | 
play, tho' ſhe had warm work on't, and her rigging take 
was very much ſhattered, though they had not Joſt It v 
a ſingle man; but ſhe was obliged to fall aſtern to Nov 
mend her tackle. I ordered them to ſend me twen- fart 
ty men on board, which I was obliged to lie by for. to 
I had brought all my guns to bear on one fide, and mo 
did not fire one till I came under her ſtern; and then! ſen 
poured them into her, and tacked about to charge a- 2 


could 
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could not imagine what they were doing, However I 
reſolved they that were in it ſhould find a difficult mat- 
mer to go on board again; but I was much ſurpriſed 
to findgit my own boat, with Don Pedro in it, who had 
taken the occaſion in the ſmoke of our firſt broadſide 
to nail up the rudder, ſo that the ſhip could not tack 
about. He made what haſte he could on board the 
bark, which now had mended all her rigging, and 
got under the ſtern; and as faſt as the Manilla ſhip 


ſent men to clear her rudder, he prevented them with 


his ſmall ſhot. In the mean time we ventured to come 
along-fide of her, notwithſtanding her monſtrous bulk, 
and gave her ſuch entertainment, that they called out 
at laſt for quarter, and ſtruck their colours, I or- 
dered all the officers to come on board, which they 
did. I received them all very civilly, and immediate- 
ly after went on board the prize. I was amazed at 


her vaſt bulk. She had ſeven decks, and built ſo - 


ſtrong, that not one of our ſhot had gone through; 
yet they had about fixty men killed, through their 
ports, and other vacancies; and what was very ſur- 
priſing, we had not one, and but two wounded. 
They had above one hundred men fick on board 
them, ſo that the ſhip looked like an hoſpital, Ir 
was very richly laden, and valued at 1800,000 dol- 
lars, and upwards, We found but little money on 


board, beſides the plate belonging to the governor of 


Luconia, one of the Philippine iſlands, who was com- 
ing home to his own country, being a native of 
Mexico. 1 | 1 | 

Though this was the richeſt prize that ever was 
taken, yet we did not know well what to do with it. 
It would be an impoſſibility to work her into the 
North-Sea, or back again to the Eaſt. Indies, without 
farther help; for we had more priſoners by two 
to one, than we had ſailors on board; ſo we once 
more adviſed with Don Pedro, who counſelled us to 
fend to Aapulco, and have the ſhip and men ranſom- 
ed. We all thought it would be both difficult and 
dangerous. Don Pedro told us, there ſhould be nei- 


ther, 
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ther, and he would undertake to do it. But however, 
as it was a thing of very great confequence, we deſired 
he would tell us in what manner it ſhould be done: 
Why as thus, faid he, I'Il take the bark, with the cap- 
tain of the Spar //7 man of war, the quondam governor, 
and one or two more of the beſt qualiry, who 
ſhall make the caſe known to the city of Acapulco, and 
no other way but by letter; for | will ſuffer but one 
of them to go on ſhore, and Fll take care to order it 
well enough to give you notice, if they ſhould ſend a- 
ny force againſt us, though there is no danger they 
ſhould. For, added he, they have no man of war 
within two hundred leagues of them, that which was 
taken being all they had to guard our coaſt. We 
were well ſatisfied with his reaſons, and gave him 
leave to proceed as he thought fit, and accordingly 
the next day he ſet ſail with thofe perſons mentioned 
along with him. And, by the advice of all, we follow- 
ed him, and being very well convinced by the Spani- 
ards themſelves, there was nothing of force to be ap- 
prehended. I had fitted up the Spaniſh man of war 
again, and reſolved to keep her, and difpoſe of the 
bark. Therefore, as foon as we came within fight 
of land, I ordered every thing to be taken out of her, 
and put on board the Spaniard, who we found was a 

very good failor, | | 
The day following Don Pedro came on board, with 
ſeveral merchants and perſons of quality, to treat a- 
bout the ranſom of the prize; and we agreed for 
1200, ooo dollars, after we had taken ſeveral bales 
of rich goods ont of her. The money was to be paid 
in ſix days, and we were to ſtay where we rode; for 
I did not much care to truſt them too far. ; 
In the mean time we ſent all their fick and wound- 
ed on ſhore, The bark we diſpoſed of for proviſion, 
and other neceffaries, and took the opportunity of 
waiting for the money, to water our ſhips. At the 
rime appointed the money came,, and we ſurrendered 
the ſhip to the Spaniards, Now we agreed by joint 
' conſent to go home, for we were all rich enough, 
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and every one of the crew thought ſo; yet we reſolved 
to touch at St. Salvador on the coaſt of Braſil, and 
make our way through the Magellan ſtraits, as well 
to take in ſome refreſhment, as to diſpoſe of the reſt 
of our goods, and careen our veſſels. 
Accordingly-we put our deſign in execution, and 
made the-beſt-of our way for the ſtraits of Magellan, 
and diſcovered thoſe noted clouds, which are a ſure 
guide. to failors, the third of May, We found the 
weather extremely. cold, and the mountains covered 
with ſnow ; but we were well provided with good li- 
quors, and all convenient clothing. We anchored in 
Port Famine ; formerly called Knight's Bay, by the 
Dutch in a voyage 1568, with a fleet of five fail ; 
where meeting with many troubles, and to eternize 
the memory of the voyage, it being the firſt the Dutch 
made to thoſe ſtraits, the admiral knighted fix of the 
officers, by the title of the knight of the furious Lion, 
Inc vains they received at the ceremony were, Never 


to do, or conſent to do any thing againſt their ho- 


nours, or to prejudice their preſent voyage ; to expoſe 


their lives for the ſervice of the commonwealth, and 


to do their utmoſt in driving the Spaniards from 


their golden world. They were inſtalled on ſhore, 


with a ſea- green garter, and a table built, with their 
names engraved on it. 
We ſaw ſeveral of the inhabitants, who were eaſily 
prevailed upon to come on board us. But I could 
find nothing extraordinary in their height, as is fa+ 
bulouſly reported. The talleft I could ſee among 
them did not exceed fix foot. They are certainly a 
poor miſerable people, but very harmleſs; and I am 
apt to believe all former ſtories of their monſtrous 
height and cruelty to be fables. 5 

We got through the ſtraits once more into the 
North. Sea, and by degrees came into a warmer cli- 
mate. But a terrible ſtorm overtook us, juſt as we 
were in fight of Pepy's iſland, which drove us within 


light of Port Deſire, upon the continent; and there - 


fore we thought it the ſafeſt way to run into the bay, 


which 
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which accordingly we did, and came to an anchor it 
ſeventeen fathom water. : 

Ar the ſouth-ſide of the port lies Penguin iſland, ſo 
called from a multiplicity of thoſe birds reſorting there, 
Our men went on ſhore, and in three hours time, 
brought on board five hundred of the fowls, and ſe- 
veral thouſands of their eggs, which proved deliciout 
food. They are called Penguin, not from their fats 
neſs, as ſome authors affirm, but from their white- 
neſs mixed with black, They are about the bigneſs of 

_ A gooſe, weighing between nine and fourteen pound; 
and though their chief diet is fiſh, yet they have no 
fiſhy taſte, Their ſkin is very thick, their bill is like 
that of a raven, though not altogether ſo crooked; 
their neck is ſhort and thick, and the reſt of their bo- 
dy reſembles a gooſe, excepting the wings, which are 
only two ſtumps covered with feathers which they 
make uſe of in ſwimming. Their feet are black, like 
thoſe of a ſwan. They breed in holes of the rocks; 
which are ſo numerous, there is no walking hardly 
for fear of falling into them. When they walk on 
ſhore 'tis upright, with their wings hanging, ſo that 
they appear in that poſture like {mall pigmies. We 
ſtaid but two days here, and then ſteered our courſe 
for Rio Janeiro, or the river of January, intending 
to touch at St. Sebaſtian's firſt, and if we did not ſuc- 
ceed there, to ſail for St. Salvador, When we arriv- 
ed there, the Portugueſe would not admit us to enter 
the bay, but fired ſeveral guns. from the forts laden 
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with ſhot, to deter us from anchoring ; we could not Wh 
imagine the meaning of it, but however we left them ſurpril 
in that humour, and ſteered for St Salvador, and in andfi 
one and twenty days we diſcovered Praya de Zumba, a 2 
place very eafily known from a numher of white ſpots BW... y 
which appear like linen hung out to whiten or dry. ter to 

We paſſed fort St. Anthony, and ſaluted it with ele- extrac 
ven guns, which returned us an equal number, with» in En 
out the charge of ſhot, and came to an anchor within the le 
half a league of the city; which we alſo ſaluted with N 


eleven guns, and received but ſeven in return. 


By 
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By advice of the officers, we ſhared among the ſai- 
"rs a thouſand pices of eight a man, which pleaſed 
hem exceedingly. The next day I went to wait on 
the governor, , who received me very civilly, and de- 
fired I would dine with him. We were very magni- 
ficently ſerved, and a band of Halian muſic played 
all the while. After dinner I made my preſent, which 
he accepred of very kindly ; but when I came to treat 
about our commerce, he flatly denied me, telling me 
it was againſt the king of Portugal's expreſs orders, 
o ſuffer any trading with foreigners. I begged his 
pardon,. if it was not to be complied with. He would 
have returned my preſent, but I preſſed him to accept 
Kin ſo obliging a manner, that he did; and told me in 
rench, that ſince he ſaw my generoſity, he would 


n 
G omply with me, He immediately ſent for ſeveral 
merchants, and took them into his cloſet, where 
7 hey ſtayed ſome time. When they came out again, 
x the governor told me thoſe gentlemen would go on. 
board, and view our commodities, and if we could 
Y rec, he would be anſwerable for the money. One 
p of the perſons ſeemed to be of a mare free and open 


liſpoſition than the Portugueſe generally are. Though 
moſt of the inhabitants of St. Salvador affect the man- 
ners of the French, We ſoon made an end of our 
bargain, and my merry merchant would oblige me to 
go on ſhore and ſup with him that night. He preſſed 
me ſo heartily, that I could not refuſe him ; and ac- 
cordingly I went with only my two Indian ſervants, 
who began to be underſtood in Engliſh. . 
When we arrived at the merchant's houſe, I was 
ſurpriſed to find it ſo magnificent. He led us into a 
aandſome ſummer-hauſe in the garden, where he told 
me we were to ſup; and, ſaid he, to convince you 
that you are welcome, I'll bring my wife and daugh- 
ter to keep us company, which is reckoned as a thing 
extraordinary among us. But, added he, I have been 
in England and France, and I find the women are not 
the leſs honeſt, for having their liberty. I told him 
| thought conſtraint did but whet their inventions to 
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gain their deſires. Said he, I am of your mind, there. 
fore give them all the liberty they deſire, and ] can't 
find I have any reaſon to repent it, y yo 
In a little time he uſher'd in the two ladies, his wife ® 
and daughter, both very beautiful, and notwithſtand- 
ing the heat of the climate very fair. The wife ſeem- 
ed about five and thirty, the daughter about ſixteen, 
and they both ſpoke very good French. Our conver. 
ſation was kept up with all the ſpirit was capable of, 


I ſoon diſcover:d a great deal of wit in them both, T4 
and made them my compliment in finding ladies ſo ex- and te 
traordinary in ſo remote a part of the world. I ſho 
When we had ſupped, the merchant, whoſe name it. 1 
was Don Faques, told me it was his cuſtom to provide owt 
beds for his gueſts, as well as ſupper; and after we tion « 
had walked a turn or two round the garden, we all W 
retired to our ſeveral apartments. | he ſh 
The next morning we drank chocolate together, had t 
and I invited Don Jaques, with his wife and daughter, conv 
to dine with me on board the next day, which he con- him 
ſented to. I now begged leave to be gone; but it be. Jinn, 
ing very hot, he had provided me with a ſilk Pa. able 
lanquin : which is a thing like a hammoc, with a ca- orde 
+ Nopy over it, carried by two blacks, with each a reſt 15 
to hang it on while they take breath. This is all the tuate 
vehicle in uſe at St. Saluadore, by reaſon of the un- nute 
evenneſs and ſteepneſs of the ſituation. the 
1 prepared for them with all the magnificence 1 and 
could the next day. And when they ſaw the variety all ti 
of diſhes, dreſſed after the Engliſh manner, they were mac 
mightily pleaſed ; and, to add to their latisfaction, the the 
muſic I had on board played ſeveral elegant pieces, ac- by t 
companied with the trumpet I had got from on board ther 
the Spaniſh prize, for notwithſtanding his being trum- it kl 
peter to the garriſon of Baldivia, yet he was better Por 
pleaſed to be where he was, We drank the king of wa 
England, and the king. of Portugal's health ſeveral 6 
times, wich the diſcharges of our cannon : and when Ide 
the time for their going on ſhore came, I faſtencd amt 
a un preſent of ſeveral ſorts of ſilk upon the wife Thi 


and 
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and daughter. Don Jaques perceived what I was a- 
bout, and merrily (aid, that is not fair; we did not 
pay you for your company yeſterday, and yet [ believe 
it was as valuable as that you received to day, at leaft 
in my opinion; 1 ſhan't anſwer for the ladies, ſaid 
he, they are both capable of ipcaking for themſelves, 
| received my [compliments on H nands: but not 
dealing much in them, I am very willing to forget 
them. i 

In a day or two after, Don Jute came on board, 
and told me the money for the goods was ready, but 
I ſhould nat have it, unleſs | came mytelf to receive 
it. I accordingly went wich him, and he made me 
continue there all night, where we had the converſa- 
tion of the ladies as before. 100 k 

When ll was gong away the next day, he told me 
he ſhould ſoon find if any thing elſe beſides money 
had the power to bring me to ſee him. I told him, to 
convince him of that, I would come and dine with 
him the next day; which accordingly I did. After 
dinner I expreſſed a deſire of ſeeing the moſt remark- 
able places in the city, which he complied with, and 
ordered two Palangnins to carry us, | 

The city of St. Su vador, the capital of Braſil, is ſi- 
tuated in the bay of ll. Saints, in 12 degrees 45 mi- 
nutes ſouthern latitude. It is divided into two towns, 
the upper and the lower. The ſtieets are ſtraight, 
and pretty board, but moſt of them were ſteep; and 
all the goods are hoiſted in and out of the veſſels by 
machines for that purpoſe, It was formerly under 
the dominion of the Spumiardt, but taken from them 
by the Dutch in 162 and pretty well fortified by 
them; yet, notwithſtanding that, the Spaniards retook 
it the next year, 1 could not learn how long the 
Portugueſe have poſſeſſed it, but they all agree up- 
wards of fifty years. They have made it a regular 
fortified place, and very ſtrong having five forts be- 
ſides the caſtle, and ſtored with cannon, and other 
ammunition, and ſmall arms fer ten thouſand men, 


This is the uſual ſeat of the viceroy of Braſil; bur 
P when 
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when I was there, it was without one, though he 
* every day. 0 bre 1 
he cathedral is a magnificent pile of building, fine. 
ly adorned, and painted after the modern manner, 
The Jeſuits church is a noble ſtructure, all of Euro. 
Pean marble; with a fine organ, the pipes gilt There 
are many more fine churches, twenty in all, beſide 

ſeveral convents and monaſteries. 

This place is alſo the reſidence of a biſhop, who 
has a handſome palace; and for the reverend the 
clergy, I never ſaw ſuch a number for the bigneſs of 


\ 


and ine 
civility 
went te 
preſent 
dine W 
deny. 

obligir 
time, 
excuſe 


; he wo 
is the place any where, as Benedictines, Franciſcani, order 
9 Carmelites, Auguſtines, Capuchines, Dominicans, and Wh 
if Barefoot Friers.; though I think moſt of the people! leave 
fl law there wore no ſtockings, There are three nun- forced 
1 neries, well ſtored with nuns, but not to be ſeen; a pre 
i nor hardly any women in the, town, but common from 
WW whores or black ſlaves; for the Portugueſe lock up turnit 
1 their wives and daughters as carefully as they do their WW 4cop: 
i money, and would have none look upon them but W. 
ll. themſelves ; except my friend Don Jaques, which .is WM board 
3 ſomething the more extraordinary, wife 
i It is a place of great trade to Guinea, and other tears, 
1 E. and is accounted one of the richeſt cities in the liged 
| cing of Periugal's dominions. By a moderate account WM mela 
i there may be about 20,000 whites, or I ſhould ay WM wife, 
. | Portugueſe, for they are none of the whiteſt, and ing v 
1 about treble that number of ſlaves. MM pains 
4 | Don Jaques would make me take five days up in {hip 
il viewing the ſeveral parts of the city, and obliged me eſpec 
| to be at his houſe without going on board during that W 


time. Some part of the day we played at Ombre, a 
game mightily in vogue among the Spaniards and 
Portugueſe, and a very entertaining game for three, 
invented by the, jealous Sparzards for that number, tc 
prevent any clandeſtine doings between two. But 4. 
las ! I believe there are more opportunities gained 
than loſt by it. „ . rag 

We had provided every thing we wanted now, and 
vegan to prepare for our departure. 
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Don Jaques was very ſorry to loſe me, he told me; 
and indeed it was with ſome regret I left him; for his 
civility had drawn from me a friendſhip infenfibly, I 
went to take leave of the governor, who made me a 
preſent of American {weetmeats, and bezged I would 
dine with him, which I could not in good manners 


obligingly prefling for me to ſup with him the laſt 
time, that I could not refuſe ; but I begged he would 
excuſe my ſtaying all night, and he gave me his word 


order the boat to fetch me at ten that evening. 
When the time of my ſtay was expired, I took my 
leave of Don Jaques: and the family, after - havin 


a preſent of each a diamond ring, that I received 
from the governor of Luconia, for my civility in re- 
turning him his plate and jewels, when we took the 
Acapulco ſhip in che South-Sca. 1 

Well, ſaid Don Jaques, I ſce you will pay for your 


wife and the daughter before, who had left us in 
tears, 1 muſt own' I thought myſelf very much ob- 


melancholy upon my face, with thoughts of my dear 
wife, that Don Jaques imagined-it was grief for part- 
ing with him and his family. I did not take any 
pains to undeeeive him. Well, ſaid he, I ſee a friend- 
{hip may be cbntracted in a few days, as well as love, 
eſpecially where there is a harmony of ſouls, | 

We had agreed to correſpond together, and I had 
undertaken” to ſend him ſome European goods, if it 
pleaſed God to guard me ſafe to Europe. I had con- 
unued longer with Don Jaques than I had intended 
to do, therefore, whatever violence I did myſelf, I 
took my leave. Don tenderly embraced me, 
and was ſo much overwhelmed with grief, that 1 could 
not forbear ſympathiſin g with him : but I ordered his 
ſervants, whom I had liberally rewarded for the trou- 


deny. When dinner was over, Don 'Faques was ſo 


he would not preſs me. I ſent one of my [ndians to 


forced him to accept of a gold watch, and the ladies 
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board in ſpite of my teeth. I had taken leave of the 


liged for their tenderneſs: and it: drew ſuch. a deep 
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ble I gave, to ſhut the door, to prevent their maſter's 
going any farther, | 


T walked towards the port very melancholy, though 
with ſome precipitation; but was rouſed out of it by 


one of my Indians crying, Maſter, take a care, take a 


care! I turned about, and ſaw four Portugueſe pur- 
ſuing us. I made a ſtand, and drew my ſword, took my 
cloke from my Indian, and put it acroſs my arm to 
defend myſelf the better. They all four attacked me 
at once; but my /ndians, whom I had ordered to 
wear {words on ſhore, fell upon them furiouſly; and 
diſpatcued two of them immediately; and I had made 
a ſhift to drop a third, though not without receiving 
ſeveral wounds. The fourth ran for it; but my In- 
dans being as nimble-footed as does, ſoon overtook 
him, and dragged him down the hill by the hair of 


his head; while he cried out all the while, Miſericor- 


dia miſericordia ! The noiſe we made had bi ought 
up my boat's crew, who were all armed with, piſtols 
and cuilafles; and the guards coming, in the mean 
time, and ſeeing my Indian dragging the fugitive, fell 
upon us: but my crew and Indians charged them fo 
furiouſly, that they ſoon put them io flight, though 
treble our number: though this availed us but little, 
for the whole garriſon was coming down upon us. I 
then ordered my crew to reſiſt no more, but ſubmit 
to them; for, as we were innocent, 1 did not much 
fear io come off clear. 2 1 
The buſtle had rouſed Don Jaques, and his ſer vanis, 
who were ſoon informed of the condition I was in, 
and he came in good time to interpoſe his authority; 
for the Portugueſe began to be outragious. But the 
governor had ſent a gentleman to bring us before him: 
and accordingly I went, accompanied by Don Jaques. 
Bur the wounds I had received had bled ſo much, 
that they were obliged to carry me to Don Jaques's, 
and ſent for a ſurgeon, My hurts were not danger- 
ous, but I was very taint with loſs of blood. 
Don Faqnes waited on the governor, and informed 


him of the condition I was in: but the governor not 
| 4 


under · 
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underſtanding who was the aggreſſor, ordered a guard 
of ſoldiers at the door of the houſe where I was, My 
boat's crew ſoon got on board, and alarmed both the 
ſhips, who immediately weighed and came cloſe to 
ſhore, where they had prepared to fire upon the town 
if I was not releaſed inſtantly. . I underſtanding the 
matter, ſent one to inform them, that the guard was 
ſet upon me to ſecure me from the inſults of the 
Portugusſe, till the truth of the matter was diſcover- 
ed, This would not ſerve their turn, but a hundred 
of them, with the officers and Don Pedro landed, all 
well armed, and vowed to wait the event on ſhore, 
The governor did me the honour of a vifit, and in- 
quired iuto the cauſe z and I informed him, as well as 
my weakneſs would permit me, When they had exa. 
mined the dead Portugueſe, they found one of them 
was nephew to the deceaſed viceroy. Upon the dif- 
covery of which, the Portugueſe began to be very 
much exaſperated, and were hardly reſtrained from 
ruſhing into the houſe, and tearing me to pieces ; for 
though they did not regard the nephew, yet they had, 
a great veneration for his deceaſed uncle, who be- 
haved himſelf with a great deal of candour in his 
poſt, and the inhabitants mightily regreted his loſs. 
The governor appeaſed their fury, by telling them I 
thould have no favour ſhewn me if 1 were guilty, let 
the conſequence be what it would, And immediately 
a court was ſummoned to try me, though it was mid- 
night, and I was carried there in a Palanguin, weak. 
as I was. But I was obliged to ſend for my lieute- 
nant, and tell him that there was no danger; and alſo 
ordered him to ſend the crew on board again. When 
we came to the place of juſtice, the governor ordered 
me a ſeat: but the buſineſs was ſoon ended; for the 
Portugueſe we had ſecured, owned that his maſter- 
had deſigned to murder me, becauſe he was informed. 
I was his rival in the beautiful Donna Bianca, which 
was the daughter of Don Jaques. I was very much 
furpriſed, as well as Don Jaques, at this report, and; 
we buth declared. it was 8 Jealous ſuggeſtion oh 

| | 3 | c. 
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the gentleman ; which every one came into: and the 
rounds he had for it, was my often frequenting Don 
Faguers houſe, upon the ſcore of friendſhip only, and 
lodging there. ve 
The governor handſomely diſmiſt me, and told me 
he was very ſorry I had been detained from my affairs, 
I returned, that I was as ſorry to be the cauſe of ſo 


K unhappy an accident, in a country where I had re- my. 
| ceived ſo much civility. a 8 con vin 
1 Don Jaques begged I would go back to his houfe, % 
5 and ſtay till my wounds were well; but the governor a beau 
* took us aſide, and faid to us in French, T know, Don beer 
. Jaques, tis your friendſhip for the captain that makes fe amily 
1 you defire his company; but, if I might adviſe you, on ane 
1 I would have him go on board upon the inſtant ; for ſome 
though he is very innocent as to the matter, yet! depen 
| doubt ſome of the deceaſed's friends or relations, went 
Il which are nvmerous, not having regard to juſtice, exper 
\ will contrive ſome method to difpatch him out of the 10 tht 
< way: for moſt of the Poti gueſe are jealous, malici- ever 
0 ous and revengeful, and very ſeldom look into the eſt b: 
{4h merits of the cauſe. | | 
Wo I thanked the governor for his kind caution; and 
\ Don Jaques, notwithſtanding bis friendſhip, could not 11 
. but come into what he had ſaid. I — ordered and 
| myſelf to be carried on board that moment. It being fror 
1 broad day, the governor and his guard would accom- ter 
. pany me to the water - ſide, but Don Jaques would go cab 
wy on board with me. In the boat he told me he had eye 
N ſome thoughts of coming to reſide in England, for, Jon 
| faid he, I have enough, and therefore I will, in two tur 
i or three Fears more, leave off traffic and live quiet in th: 
A the world. But he begged I would write to him as an 
* loon as I arrived in Europe, and let him know the he 
U! place J had choſe to live in; for, added he, let it be he 
| where it will, if ever it is wy fortune to arrive fafe in Ir 
: Europe, I'll take another voyage only for the hopes ar 


of ſecing you. returned him the acknowledgment 
due to fo much friendſhip, and we parted with tears 
vn both ſides. Fe: 
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As ſoon as I had got on board, and the wind being 
fair, we weighed and ſtood out of the bay. When 
we were out at ſea, a letter was brought me written 
in French, the tranſlation of which is as follows, 


8:5: 4 ] 

Was reſolved to make trial of you, before I ſuffered 

my heart to chuſe you for a friend: and I am ſo well. 
convinced of the ſincerity of your ſoul, that I will confide 
in you a ſecret dear to my repoſe. I had an amour with 
a beautiful lady-before 1 was married, that produced the 
bearer of this letter. I have kept him concealed from my 
family hitherto ; but the perſon 1 truſled with his educati- 
on and this ſecret, being dead, I feared I ſhould find 
ſome difficulty to conceal him any longer here therefore 
depending upon your good nature and friendſhip, I have 
ventured to ſend him 10 you, with ſufficient to bear his 
expences in his education, which I would have ſuitable 
10 the eſtate I have in my power to give him. I ſhall 
ever own this obligation, and always think it my great- 
eſt happineſs to ſubſcribe myſelf | The, 

Your ſincere friend and ſervant, 


| Faques de Ramirez. 


I muſt own J was very much ſurpriſed at this epiſtle, 
and could not imagine his reaſons for concealing it 
from me. I ordered the perſon that brought the let- 
ter to be conducted in, and immediately entered my 
cabin one of the beautifulleſt boys I had ever ſet my 
eyes on. He ſeemed about fifteen, his hair fair and 
long, curling down his ſhoulders : in ſhort every fea- 


ture ſo exact and uniform, and ſo innocent withal, 


that I was amazed. At laſt I took him by the hand 
and embraced him, and told him for his father's ſake 
he ſhould be as dear to me as my o ſon, But finding 
he did not anſwer me, for I ſpoke to him in Engliſh, 
] repeated the ſame in French, He returned me thanks, 
and faid he did not doubt but he ſhould find it ſo. _. 

After ſome time, he delivered me a caſket, in which 
were jewels to the value of five thouſand piſtoles, 


aud a little box which contained a thouſand e442: g 
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I told him I would take as much care of them as if 
they were my own. | * 
Theſe, Sir, ſaid the youth are deſigned to bear my 
charges. Then ordering another box in, had it open- 
ed, and told me what it contained was a preſent from 
his father to me. When I examined it, I found fix 


It is in: 
coverec 
we wer 
and ye 
In t. 


Michae 


filver. diſhes, and three dozen of plates of the ſame that p- 
metal : a dozen of knives, forks, and ſpoons in gold, of mo 
and half a dozen of gold ſweetmeat plates. In a larger we hai 
box was variety of all manner of conſerves, and cor- Aug 
dials; and I was informed he had made ſmall preſems Angr a 
to every officer in the ſhip, and to the common ſai- cera. 
lors a weeks freſh proviſion, with liquor, in propor- ort, 
tion. I was amazed at his bounty, for his preſent to not d. 
me, was what a prince might have received, I thought ſome 
it was my duty to ſhew all the kindneſs I was capable was r 
of to the ſon of ſo generous a father; therefore J or- want 
dered him a field-bed in my cabin; and his behaviour weat! 
was ſo engaging, that I felt as much tenderneſs for II 
him as if he had been my own child; and having ſkill in the k 
ſurgery, I truſted him with the management of my fil n 
wounds; though I had a very good fhip-ſurgeon, not | 
who ſupplied him with what he wanted, My hurts, ſtro! 
which were not dangerous, ſoon healed, and I re- of tl 
covered my ſtrength again. I could not prevail upon riſo 
young Don Ferdinand, Don Jaques's ſon to go often in 
upon deck. He ſaid he would rather chuſe to ſtay clot 
in the cabin where he had French books of his own, 1 
and ſome of mine to entertain him; for I had taken ter 
my opportunity to procure ſeveral at St. Salvador, a- for 
mong the reſt a French and Engliſh grammar and dic- rer 
tionary, which mightily pleaſed Don Ferzinand, for Fr 
he had a great deſire to learn Engliſh ; I gave him all thi 
the helps I could; and he in return inſtructed me in CE 
the Portugueſe language; fo that in a ſhort time we 
could diſcourſe in either. FE ry 
We had reſolved to ſteer our courſe for the iſland ſh 
of Tercera, the capital of the Azores; and after fifty 2 
days ſail, we diſcovered the peak of one of the iſlands | , 
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of Azores, which is called Pico, from the non 
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It is in the reſemblance of a pyramid, and may be diſ- 
covered as many leagues off as the Pte of Tereriff ; for 
we were then by obſervation thirty leagues off from it, 
and yet could fee it diſtinctly. 

In two days more we diſcovered the ifland of St. 
Michael. We were all pleaſed that we had entered 
that part of the world we call Europe, the birth-place 
of moſt of us; and what pleaſed us more was, that 
we had made all our fortunes. | 0 

Auguſt the 19th, 1646, we apchored in the bay of 
Angra, the capital of the Azores, in the iſland of Ter- 
cera. I cannot give any great commendation of the 
port, for I think it a very indifferent one. We did 
not deſign to ſtay long, only to get ſome water, and 
ſome freſh proviſions z for we were informed there 
was no riding out a ftorm there, We got in what we 
wanted with all the expedition we could, while the. 
weather was favourable. e 3-6 

The city is ſeated at the bottom of the bay, under 
the brow of a hill called Monto de Braſil, or the Bra- 
ſil mountain; but for what reaſon fo called, I could 
not be informed. Ir is very well fortified, having two 
ſtrong caſtles, and eight batteries beſides, with guns 
of thirty pounds ſhot : bur it is very indifferently gar- 
riſon'd, having no more than two hundred men 
in pay, and moſt wretchedly ſupplied, having no 
clothing for three years, 7 

The town is very agreeable, having a ſtream of wa- 
ter running quite through it, which drives ſeveral mills 
for the uſe of the public; and almoſt in every quar- 
ter are public fountains of excellent-taſted water. 
From this place are brought the fineſt canary-birds, 
though leſs than thoſe of the Canaries, yet they ex- 
ceed them far in the excellency of their pipes. 
Money is very ſcarce here, and conſequently eve- 
ry thing cheap. I bought two months biſket tor the 
ſhips, much cheaper than in any port of Europe. 
Corn is their chief commodity, which they ſend to 
Portugal; but for any other trade, I believe the king 

of Portugal gets but little advantage. | 5 | 
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I was grown ſuch a proficient in the Portugueſe 
tongue, that I could make a ſhift to be underſteood j 
and by underſtanding that language, ſoon found x 
gate to the Spaniſh rongue, by the help of Don Pedro, nd fer 
who had learnt to ſpeak E, gliſh very fluentiy, We whiche 
gor acquainted with one of the fathers of the Cord. 
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1 a very 
1 ers, who ſhewed us the churches, and other things of hon 
0 of note in the city. The cathedral is a very handſome ſon to 
1 building, and well painted, which goes by the name ing ſo 
14 of St. Salva lor; and there is no danger of miſſing the Fr 
4 that title, and St Anthony, every where, among the as {tra 
1 Portugueſe. There is no leſs than twenty, beſides the climat 
14 cathedral; with four monaſteries, and four convents, vived 
| that have each their chapel beautifully adorned. When head 
84 we had got what refreſhments were wanting, we ſet ſoluti 
} ſail for the Straits, intending to wuch no where, be- tions 
fore we were got into the Meduerranean; and becauſe thing 
we met with nothing extraordinary in our voyage to- Spait 
_ Gibralter ; I will, to diver̃t the reader, give him, in- {mall 
ſtead of bearing of coaſts, changes of wind, and un- cher 


expected ſtorms, the life of my companion Don Pe. 


dro Aquilio ; which he relatcd to us during the voyage, 


in the following manner. 

| wo 23 abi: i 2 
«8 - iy Bl 
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Don PEDRO AQUILIO. 


JUL E father reſiding in France, when the comuh@-: 
1 tons were ingendring between the king and the 
Parliament, was made faſt to the intereſt of cardinal 


de Retz, by marrying one of his nicces of a ve great 
for tune; he had a hand in moſt of the ſecret tt᷑anſac⸗ 
tions of thoſe times; and wading too deep in thoſe 


4 ſeas 
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ſeas of trouble, was obliged to retire to his native 
country. Hd foreſceing what would happen, took 
care of his affairs accordingly, ſold his eſtate in France, 
and ſent my mother to Seil, the place of his birth, 
whicher he ſoon followed. The king of Spain having 
a very great regard for him, gave him ſeveral offices 
of honour and profit; and when I was born, I was 
ſon to the firſt man in the city. My father, by liv- 
ing ſo long in France, had contracted the manners of 
the French; and the formality of the Spaniard ſeemed 
as ſtrange to him, as if he had been bora in another 
climate, He had ſeveral children, though none ſur- 
vived but myſelf, When I had years enough over my 
head to fear the prejudice of education, he took a re- 
ſolution of ſending me to the college of the four na- 
tions in Paris to complete my ſtudies. And the firſt 
thing 1 learnt, was to ſhake off all the cuſtoms of 
Spain, which was ſoon done; for they had taken but 
ſmall impreſſion in my mind, becauſe I found my fa- 
ther was averſe to them. I contracted a friendſhip 
with ſeveral young French noblemen of my own age; 
for parity of years is the firſt ſtep to friendſhip. 
When I had reached my fifteenth year, I began to 
think of a miſtreſs to complete my ſtudies. And, as 
I found it was a method among 'my companions to 
ſupplant each other in their females without any ani- 
mofity, I. ſet myſelf fo willingly about it, that out of 
a dozen Madonas, I made myſelt maſter of fix of them. 
This occafioned many plots and contrivances to regain 
the flying fair ones; though I perceived moſt money 
laid out in preſents had a prevailing force with them, 
We had our allowance paid quarterly, and getting all 
my companions into gaming, I had ihe good fortune 
to (trip them all. They ſeemed to be a little uneaſy, 
in loſing their miltrefſes and money too; and my tell- 
ing them, as | had got the females, I ſhould have moſt 
occaſion for money, ſignified nothing, but they all 
begged it as a great favour, that I would lend them 
half what | had won, to be repaid the next quarter; 
which to oblige them, I complied with, and to play 


we 
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we went again; but fortune changed her amiable look 
from me, and I ſoon loſt all I had won, with my ow 
- ſhare too, The fickle dame favour'd one of the com. 


_ * pany who would not lend any of us a penny. Thi portun 
chagrin'd the reſt very much, But to prevent any All tb: 
more importunity, he went away to his own chamber, the ho 
leaving room in all our pockets for the devil to dance in his 

a ſaraband, for we had not one croſs to keep him out; ſewed 
and what was our greateſt mortification, the holiday oui o 


were approaching, that uſed to give us the opporty, wages 
nity of rambling into the country. The perſon that 
won our money happened to be the laſt that was add 
ed to our fociety ; and though he had not been 
long among us, we began to be tired of him, as much 
from his odd humours, as his effeminacy. I at laſt 
thought of a project to be revenged on him, and it } 
was very much approved by the reſt of my compani- 
ons. The holidays being come, we deſigned for our 
country rendezvous ; but he that bore the purſe would 
not go with us, without we could produce every one 
ſo much money. This put us to our ſhifts again; but 
my man, who was an arch wag, begged I would ac- 
cept of what he had; for I had been ſo lucky as to 
have paid him his wages before my loſs. I accepted 
ot his offer, and took from him ten Louis d'Or. 
We contrived it fo well, that they were ſhewn to old 
Sir Sup, from every perſon of. our ſociety, Well, 
ſaid he, fixty Louis d'Ors will do our buſineſs; but 
who ſhould be the purſe bearer was what he cavilled 
at; and not caring to truſt any of us, and we reſolved 
not to truſt him, he pitched upon my man to be caſh: - 
keeper for us all. And accordingly he put down in 

his pocket-book, ſo much money in bank, received 
of ſuch and ſuch perſons, when in reality he had but 
twenty Louis d Ori. | | 22135000") 
. When we had contrived every thing, we took horſe, 
and rode fix leagues that evening; to the place where 
we deſigned to put in execution our project. We 
had agreed to pay every night the expences of the day, 
and have it ſet down ia my man's book. But when 
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bo wig Ulled for; as we had concerted, no man was 
to be fufids bere was ſtrange enquiry made to 
no purpoſe ij: and we all agreed he had taken the op- 
portunity to rob a and run away with our money, 
All that we had te do was to beg of Ship to diſcharge 
the houſe; But he declared he had not half a piſtole 
in his pocket: which we knew very well, for he had 
ſewed all the reſt into his waſtecoat. Since it falls 
out ſo unluckily, ſaid I, don't let us make known our 
wants to the houſe, but go to reſt, and conſult to- 
morrow. I lay with Sip, for fear he ſhould take it 
into his head to lneak off. In the night, when 1 found 
he was fait afleep, I bundled up all his clothes, and 
threw them out of the window, to my man that wait» 
ed for them. | | MINT E525 154 | 

When morning came, I deſired him to riſe, that 
we might get all together to conſult ; but no clothes 
were to be found. He then began to ſtorm and 
ſwear, but all to no purpoſe; for not one of his 
oaths would bring back a rag of his clothes. He told 
us in his ravings, that he had loſt ſo much money, 
ſewed up in his waſtecoat. We upbraided him for 
his covetouſneſs, in not letting us ſhare with him; 
but it did not fignify any thing. He threatned to go 
to the provoſt, and have the landlord ſecured ; and 
would have done it, if he had not been naked. 

After raving to no purpoſe, he was obliged to go 
to bed, to avoid catching cold. He aſked us what 
he ſhould do in his condition, but all the advice we 
gave him, brought him no conſolation. 

He was very tall and large made, and we uſed ta 
call him in ridicule The [;fant, He propoſed to ſell 
his horſe to clothe him; but being ſo much out of 
tze, there was not any thing to be had ready made 
that would fit him: this was ſtill worſe and worſe; 
and though the horſe was ſold for twenty piſtoles, we 
contrived it ſo, that my landlord ſeized the mon 
for his reckoning. This put him almoſt befide him- 
ſelf, and he was ready to expire with vexation. 

I pretended to be much concerned at this uſage, 


_ while 


= 


Tux ADVENTURES or 


while the reſt of the company laughed at his misfor. 
tune. I ſeemed to be very angry with them; and told 
them I would do my endeavour to remedy eve 
thing. I made them acquainted, that I had juſt called 
to mind a perſon a friend of mine that lived in the 
town, much of the Infam's ſize, and I would go to 
borrow a ſuit of clothes for him. He ſeemed very 
much rejoiced.at this; for he reſolved, as ſoon as 
ever he was dreſſed, to take up the landlord, and 
{wear-the robbery againſt him. | 
I went, as he ſuppoſed, about his clothes; and after 
ſtaying ſome time below, I went up with a bundle, 
and leemed very much concerned that I could not 
ſucceed. I told the Infant, the gentleman was gone 
to Lyons about buſineſs of concern, and had carried 
all his clothes with him, But I had brought him a 
maſquerade habit that he had left behind him. 
He expreſſed ſome ſatis faction at the fight of it, 
that he ſhould not be confined to lie in bed. But, 
Maid he, if it were not only for the name of clothes, 
a man might as well go naked, for there's no ſtirring 
abroad in this. dreſs, | 
It was the habit of a ſatyr, that we had made on 
purpoſe for the occaſion, before we left Paris. When 
we had equipped him, it was as much as I could do 
to keep my countenance at the figure he made ; and 
he ſeemed. very much difſaiisfied-with it, but however 
he wore it for the conveniency of not lying in bed, 
When we were at dinner, we had many contrivances 
to get away, but none feaſible. 585 
I told them at laſt I had thought of a deſign would 
certainly do our buſineſs, and make up our loſſes, if 
the Infant would conſent to it. He readily replied, 
he would ſtick at nothing to do that, Why then, 
ſaid I, If you'll ſuffer yourſelf to be ſhown in that 
habit, as a monſter newly arrived, I'll anſwer for the 
ſucceſs of it. ie 
After much talk, he agreed to do it, on this pro- 
viſo, that his face ſhould be diſguiſed. I told him 
I would ſep to my friend's houſe, for the maſk that 
| | was 


132 


Cavrain ROBERT BOYLE 183 


was made to the habit I returned and gave it to him, 
and he was ſoon ſatisfied with the project. | 
Notwithſtanding the buſtle we made, none of the 
houſe, but the landlord, knew any thing of the mat- 
ter, and the next day, it was given out about the 
town, that a monſter was to'be thown in the after- 
noon, We had procured a chain and other materi- 
als to carry on the joke; and when the time came to 
ſhow away, we had ſuch a concourſe of people to ſee 
our monſter,. it being in the holidays, that our pro- 
fit gave us fome ſatis faction. For when the time of 
ſhowing was over, our money amounted to three and 
twenty piſtoles; and the monſter behaved himſelf 
fo well with our inſtructions, that he gave a general 
content, | 
We had taken care he ſhould appear ſo fierce, that 
none ſhould approach near enough to diſcover the de- 
ceit. We had a great deal of diverſion at the ignorant 
people's ſuggeſtions. One country fellow aſked how 
old he was? 1 told him four years, three months and 
five days. Lord blefs me, cried he out, why, by 
that time he comes to be twenty, no houſe will be 
able to hold him. Ws f 
In fine, we ſhowed him ſo long, that our money 
amounted to upwards of one hundred pounds, which 
pleaſed our Infant ſo well, that he deſired to continue 
a monſter all the time of the holidays. But we re- 
ſolved to carry the joke no farther, though we did 
not tell him ſo. 4 
We left the In ſant chained to the poſt of the win- 
dow as uſual, went down to my landlord, and gave 
him inſtructions how to behave himſelf, We took 
care to ſatisfy him very well for the trouble he bad 
been ar, | 3 
We all rid away to the next village, and putting up 
our horſes returned on foot, one by one, back again 
to the inn; and ſtole up ſtairs unperceived by any one 
but the landlord. The Infant finding we ſtaid longer 
than ordinary, began to make a great noiſe ; which 
my landlord hearing, he ſent up one of his ſervants, 
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that knew nothing of the ſecret : when the Infant ſaw 
him come in, he made ſeveral ſigns to him; but a 
the fellow knew nothing of the jeſt, he did not much 
like the action of the [1ifant, but ran down to his maſ- 
ter frighted out of his wits, 

We bad made peep holes in the next room, where 
we could perceive every action of the /rfant's ; but he 
was ſo very enraged, that he fat down biting his nails 
for vexation; for he began to perceive the trick we 
had put upon him. After fitting melancholy ſome 
time, he role up and endeavoured to undo the chains; 
but as they were tied cloſe behind, and made faſt to 
a ſtaple in the wall, all his efforts proved vain. All 
Our care was to contain from laughing, which was a 
very hard taſk, When he found he could not free 
himſelf, rage intirely poſſeſſed him; and the noiſe he 
made with ſtamping, and rattling his chains, brought 
up ſeveral of the ſervants armed, who opened the 
door cautiouſly ; but, notwithſtanding their valour, 
ran away as ſoon as they perceived his menacing ac- 


tion; and tumbling over one another, took the ſhort - 


eſt way down ftairs, | 


When we thought he had mortification enough, 


we ſent my landlord in ro him with a good horſewhip, 
and a letter in his hand. As ſoon as he had got 
within the door, he ſpoke after this manner, in a 
landlord like-tone. I was pretty well aflured-at che 
beginning, that thou wert a rank cheat; but now [ 
am convinced of ir, I will chaſtiſe thee firſt, and rea- 
- fon with thee afterwards, like other criminal judges, 
puniſh firſt, and inquire into the demerits of the cauſe 
afterwards, that Juſtice may not wait for any body. 
Theſe words were followed with ſome ſmart ſtrokes, 
and the dialogue ſoon began to be in much confuſion; 


for between the roaring of the Infant, the bawling of 


my landlord, and the ſmacking of the whip, it was 

a continual jargon of noiſe : and we were obliged all 

of us to own, that our hoſt executed his commiſſion 
to a hair. Wells | ie 

When he had a little recovered himſelf, he began 

Fa to 
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to reaſon with his patient, who, that he might the 
better hear him, laid himſelf down on his pallet to 
condole his afflicted body, But their queſtions being 
very long, and the anſwers but ſhort, conſiſting of 
two monoſyllables, Ay, or No, I will not trouble you 
with the relation, . * 3 
After their dialogue was over, he gave him the let- 
ter, which diſcovered our deſign upon him. He was 
thunder -· ſtruck at our combination; and uttered ſuch 
imprecations of revenge, that my landlord was obliged 
to anſwer him with his whip, which ſoon reduced 
him to reaſon, | 
We began to be tired with our Infant, and ſo put 
an end to our diverſion, and his torture, by ſending, 
him clothes; though ſome of our company would 
have had him gone to Paris in that trim. 
In a few days after the frolic was over, he commen- 
eed a ſuit of law againſt us all, for a robbery; but the 
judges finding it only a trick of mirth, fined every one 
of the defendants ſix livres apiece, and every one to pay 
his own coſts. This but enraged the Infant the more, 
and he began to meditate a more pernicious revenge; 
for now he appeared the ridicule of the whole city, and 
he could never ſtir without a train of boys at his heels. 
The firſt inſtance of it was as follows: My ſervant 
having ſome intrigue on his hands, had made bold 
with my clothes to carry it on; and coming home 
pretty late, was ſhot through the back with a piſtol- 
ball, juſt as he was entering the college gates. Though 
it was well meant, the poor fellow eſcaped' with life, 
yet he lay dangerouſly ill for ſeveral days. He could. 
give no account of the affair at all, not having ſeen *| 
the perſon- that wounded him, But the accident made 
me very uncaſy, for I was convinced the favour was: 
meant to me. This made me cautious how I ventur- 
ed out of the college; for it was eaſy to imagine it 
was a proof of the Infant's reſentment, who had left 
the college upon the ſoſs of his trial. 3 
I began now to repent our confederacy again him, 
and. wrote him a note to aſſure bim of my contrition, 
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with my ſhare of the money we had taken from him 
He received the caſh, and fent me word he heartily for. 
gave me. Imagining him ſincere, I ventured into the 
city, and ſoon frequented my old rendezvous; but I had 
ſo much regard for myſelf as to get to college betimes. 

One night as I was going home, four men in vizor 
maſks ruſhed out from behind a wall of a houſe that 
was building; they all fired upon me, and ran away 
as ſoon as they had diſcharged their pieces. I muſt 
confels, at firſt, fear made me imagine myſelf no man 
of this world : but by degrees getting over my appre- 
henfion, I found I had not got any hurt. This ac- 
cident to me ſeemed prodigious; for they were all 
four ſo near me, that ſeveral grains of the powder 
ſtuck in my face. But I was brought out of my la- 
byrinth of thought, when I received the following let» 
ter the next morning, | 


SIR, 5 (LINE 

7 Muſt own myſelf one of thoſe unfortunate men, that 
for want of better employment, receive money as the 
Price of blood. Though this I can ſay with a clear con. 
ſcience, I never have yet put my trade in practice. Teſ. 
terday morning I was ſent for to the houſe of Monſieur 
_ Gomberville, commonly called The Infant, who em- 
ployed me to take away your life,; and, that he would be 
ſure of the execution, made one of the four that fired 
upon you laſt night; but as I had the ordering of our arms, 
{ 100k care nothing ſhould be put in them that was hurt. 
ful. The acquaintance I had with your noble father, made 
. me the mare cautious concerning his ſon. I beg in juſtice 
ro me you would keep your chamber, and cauſe it to be 
reported that you are dangerou/ly wounded. I need not 
caution you to be careful of yourſelf, for the Infant's ma- 
Lce ſeems to me implacable. We never have any words 
made of theſe things, becauſe we know how to revenge 
ourſelves ; therefore let no one elſe Prat the contents of 
this, and be thuiikful for yeur life from | 

| | 4 4 . Jaques Marriot. 
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When! had read the letter, I ordered my ſervant to 
bring the bearer before me; where I ſoon found, by 
his manner of talking, that a little money would be 
very acceptable to the ſender: and therefore I ſent 
him ten piſtoles, with my humble ſervice, giving him 
to know that I would exactly comply with the contents, 

I began now ſeriouſly to think on the danger I had 
inconſiderately drawn upon myſelf, for an innocent 
frolic ; and that it would be but ill truſting to the 
Infant's reſentment. I gave out that I was dangerouſ- 
ly wounded ; and the better to carry it on, 1 got a 
ſurgeon, a friend of mine, to viſit me frequently. 

When I had kept my chamber long enough for 
the time of my cure, I ventured abroad, but never 
without four or five of my friends for a guard, and 
came home in very good time. 

During my confinement I received letters of con- 
dolement from ſeveral of my miſtreſſes, and, when 
they heard of my recovery, as many of reproach for 
not coming to viſit them as uſual, One in particular, 
and my favourite fair, was very preſſing for a meeting; 
and her chief reaſon was to pay her with my prefence 
for the affronts ſhe had ſuſtained from the Infant upon 
my account. I ſent her word I would not fail waiting 
on her the Sunday following after duſk. According- 
ly when the time came, I ſtole out without any of the 
college marks on, and arrived ſafe at my Madona's. 
After ſupper, and two or three bottles of Hermt- 
tage, we went to bed : and when we had made our- 
ſelves as merry as we could in the dark, I addreſſed 
myſelf to ſleep. But, notwithſtanding my willing- 
neſs to receive the gentle god, he ſtill flew from me, 
and ſeveral hours paſſed without clofing my eyes. 

About midnight I thought I heard whiſpers in the 
next room, which very much alarmed me: but. my 
fears were terribly increaſed; when, looking through 
a chink of the door, I diſcovered the [nfant, and four 
ether fellows with maſks in their hands ſpreading ſaw- 
duſt on the floor, and on the table lay feveral ſacks. 

I foon imagined what their preparations meant, 

. 3 therefore 
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therefore fonſvlted my ſafety as well as I could, in 
the confuſion of my thoughts. 4 

I went always well armed ſince the laſt rencounter, 
having two brace of piſtols in my pockets, a good 
cutting fword, and a ſtiletto. But I was confounded 
when ſearching for my clothes where I had laid them, 
none could be found, I now began to think of death 
ſeriouſly, and beg pardon fincerely of God for all my 
fins; for I knew it would be madneſs to think of e- 
ſcaping, naked as I was, without any thing for my de- 
fence, In the chaos of my thoughts I remembred a clo- 
ſet which had a window that looked into the Seine; 
and tho? it was three ſtories from the river, yet, as I 
could ſwim, I thought it better to truſt providence by 
leaping into the water, than thoſe cut-throats. I ſtole 
ſoftly to the window, but, to my great conſternation,, 
found it too faſt for me to open ;. but by good fortune 
in groping about, I found my clothes. I put them 
on with a great deal of precipitation, and having pre- 
pared my arms, reſolved not to die alone. | 

I waited ſome time before the chamber door open» 
ed. When it was opened, I could perceive them 
coming in with maſks on, and the foremoſt with a 
dark lanthorn, I did not think it fit to wait till they 
ſhould difcover I was not in the bed, but ruſhed on 
the firſt, and ſhot him dead on the ſpot ; and in two 
ſeconds of a minute, diſpatched two- more, one with 
my ſword, and the other with one of my piſtoles ; 
and had made as quick work with the other two, but 
they fell on their knees, and begged for mercy ; which 
1 granted, on condition that one ſhould tie the other, 
which was readily complied with; when that was 
done, I bound the other myſelf, and coming to ſe- 
cure my falſe miſtreſs, found her expiring. in the bed. 
She had breath enough left to tell me, ſhe had been 
caught in her own trap; for deſigning to poiſon me 
in the wine I drank, the ſervant had miſtaken the 
bottle, and given it to he. RES, 
' I aſked her the reaſon of her hatred to me, being, 
as | remembred guilty of no fault, She told me, the 


Infant 
conver 
muſt o 
J had 1 
a temp 
me, th 
the wa 
caring 
She 
expire« 
and fo 
pelled 
don th 
I thi 
him a 
the fel 
the In 
made 1 
juſtice, 
ſer out 
and ge 
I left 
eſt tri; 
and a 
enemy 
I mt 
Cales 3 
father, 
counti 
Tho 
Jreſol 
for I | 
my be 
a leagi 
refidec 
I le: 
Journe 
ther's 
it was 
Jos 


CAPTAIN ROBERT BOYLE. 189 


Infant had informed her that I was falſe to her, which 
converted her love to the moſt implacable hatred. I 
muſt own, this woman was miſtreſs of my heart, and 
I had ſeveral proofs of her fincerity ; but ſhe was of 
a temper compoſed of fire and fury. She further told 
me, that I had raiſed her rage to that height, that 
ſhe was reſolved to put an end to my life herſelf, not 
caring to truſt her revenge to any hands but her own. 

She begged I would forgive her, and immediately 
expired, I examined my two intended murderers; 
and found they were ſervants to the Infant, and com- 
pelled to what they did; therefore I reſolved io par- 
don them. | 

I thought once of going to the provoſt, and give 
him a particular account of the. action; but one of 
the fellows informed me, he was a near relation of 
the Infant's, and had a very great love for him, which 
made me apprehend his paſſion would overcome his 
juſtice, Therefore I reſolved the next morning to 
ſer out for Spain, which I put in practice before day 
and gave my man orders to follow me. | 

I left Paris with this reflection, that from the mean» 
eſt trifling accident often dreadful effects followed; 
and a woman once provoked was the moſt dangerous 
enemy a man could have. 

I met with nothing extraordinary in my voyage to 
Cales ; but when I arrived at Sevil, I was informed my 
father, who was the governor of that city, was at his 
country-houſe about fix leagues off. 

Though I was very much fatigued with my journey, 
I reſolved to waic on him that night. I hired a mule, 
for I had my ſervants clothes on, and ſet out. But 
my beaſt being none of the beſt, tired with me about 
a league before 1 came to the villa where my father 
reſided, TE. 
I left him in the adjacent village, and purſued my 
journey on foot. As I was willing to get to my fa- 
ther's houſe, I made all the ſpeed | could. And tho? 
it was very dark, I knew the way perfectly. | 
I overtook two men in a narrow lane, that called 

| "0 


* 
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to me, aſking why 1 had ſtayed ſo long, and where che old e 


was Don Lewis. ; clapping 
I fancied there was ſomething of villany going fore- I'll les 
ward by the name of Don Lewns, being he was an in- at his de 
veterate enemy of my father's. I-did not anfwer them how I fl 
immediately, which brought chem upon me; they Whe! 
ſoon found their miſtake. They aſked me where | treacher 
was going at that time of night; I told them I way az ever! 
going to Saragoza, to my friends, for I had ſerved a glad yo! 
gentleman in Cadiz, that had diſcharged me for get- his cloſ 
ting his maid with child; and I was obliged to walk all becauſe 
night, being I had not any money to pay for a lodg- he has 
ing; Ianſwered a great many other queſtions, with the we'll 1 
arms al 


ſame truth and fimplicity. And after talking ſome 
time, two more came up to us, and aſked the others 


will be 


who they had got with them. 'They went all toge- Upo 
ther, and after a little talk, one that ſeemed to be the me leif 
ſuperior, came up to me, and told me, if I would though 
make one of their enterpriſe that night, he would not Sir, 
only reward me well, but take me into his ſervice; form 
but if I refuſed, after he had diſcloſed it to me, th ſhall 2 
would murder me immediately. | knock 
I told him T wonld ſtick at nothing to get bread; good 
Why then, ſaid Sir Gravity, my name is Don Lewis, Th 
I have a mortal hatred to Ferdinand Auilio, governov ren 
of Sevil. I have waited many years for my revenge, L ſhall 
but never could get any opportunity to execute it till on ſu 
now. He has received one of my ſervants into his Uf 
houſe as a domeſtic, who this night will open the door the fe 
to us, where I ſhall quench my hatred of him with cloſet 
his blood; and further, to diſpatch all fear of reſiſt- hic! 
ance, I can aſſure you there are but two more ſer- plun 
vants in the houfe, whom my fellow has made drunk, the « 
which ſhall be ordered fo, as if they had murdered noiſe 
their maſter. | 9 f there 
It was well for me that darkneſs covered the hemi - hanc 

| ſphere, or the old devil could have diſcovered the con- Y 
| fuſion in wy countenance; But notwithſtanding my this 
conſternation, I told him I ſhould be proud to ſerve vl 
; an! 


him in this or any other adventure. Gramercy, faid 


| 
| 
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the old one, and here's ſomething to encourage thee, 
clapping a handful of dollars into my hand. 

I'll leave you to gueſs the confuſion ot my thoughts 
at his declaration, and I was caſting about in my mind 
how I ſhould prevent this intended villany. 

When we arrived at my father's, we found the 
treacherous villain waiting for his maſter. As ſoon 
as ever he ſaw us, he cried ſoftly to Don Lewis, Iam 


glad your honour is come; but Don Ferdinand is in 
his cloſet, and does not intend to go to bed to-night, 


becauſe he is to be at Sevil early in the morning, and 
he has ſhut his cloſet door. Why then ſaid Don Læuis, 
we'll break it open, But, returned the ſervant, he has 
arms always ready in his cloſet, and I fear the enterprize 
will be a little difficult, for he's a tough old blade. 
Upon this account a ſmall pauſe enſued, which gave 
me leiſure to think, and to the old one I uttered my 
thoughts, | 
Sir, ſaid I, ſubmit this buſineſs to me, and I'll in- 
form you how I deſign to execute it. Your ſervant 
ſhall accompany me to the door of his cloſet, and 
knock, and as ſoon as ever he opens it, I'll give a 
good account of the old gentleman. _ ; 
Thou counſelleſt well, replied the old Don, and I'll 
reward thee accordingly when the work is done. And 
I ſhall deſerve it, thought I to myſelf, if my intenti- 
on ſucceeds, | 
Upon this reſolve, we went into the houſe, and 
the fellow conducted me up ſtairs very ſoftly. The 
cloſet was at the end of a large room, the door of 
which I botted on the inſide with one hand, and 
plunged my poinard to the heart of the fellow with 
the other, who dropped dead at my feet. At the 
Noiſe he made in falling, my father cried out, Whole 
there? and ruſhed out of his cloſet with a piſtol in his 
hand. I replied, 'Tis I, your ſon. | 
You may imagine the ſurpriſe my father was in at 


this ſudden appearance, and to ſee one of his ſervants 


weltring in his blood, and dead before me. Sir, ſaid I, 
baniſh your ſurpriſe, and go with me into your cloſer, 
| | where 


3 


ö 


— 
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where I will inform you of this ſudden and unlooked 
for appearance; and muſt farther add, that the hand 
of providence, by me, has ſaved you from death, 
My father followed me into his ſtudy, without 
| ſpeaking : where I declared, in as few words as the 
time would permit, all that had befallen me that night; 
and we ſoon came to a reſolution what to do. 
We took each of us a blunderbuſs with a brace of 
piſtols, Went down the back ſtairs, and came in up. 
on them, a Way they little expected. I came firſt in- 
to the hall, as we had concerted. 

As ſoon as the old wretch ſaw me, he cried, Well, 
my lad, haſt thou diſpatched the villain! Yes, Sir, 
_ fail I, and have dragged him down that you may be. 
hold what I have done, When he heard that, he gave 
a leap for joy, and came running forward to. view the 
pleaſing fight, But words cannot expreſs his looks, 
when he law my father confronting him with a blun- 
derbuſs ia his hand, He ſtood motionleſs, as if he 
had been turned to ſtone. 8 

The other three endeavoured to make their eſcape, 
but I diſcharged my blunderbuſs, and ſtopt two of 
them, with my haſty meſſengers. The report of my 
piece made Don Lewts fall down, as imagining him - 
ſelf ſlain; the third perſon finding it impoſſible to e- 
ſcape, became deſperate, and like a ſtag at bay defied us, 
He pulled out a ſtilletto, and ran upon me like an an- 
gry lion, and notwithſtanding I thor him in the breaſt 
with a brace of balls, wounded me in three ſeveral 
places; I grappling with him, we came down toge» 
ther upon the body of Don Lewis, who with our 
weight began to cry out; and that moment had been 
the laſt of my life, if my father had not ran to my 
aſſiſtance, and with his ſword nailed my antagoniſt to 
the pavement, | 

ihe report of our fire-arms had wakened the two 
drunken ſervants of my-father's, who came half fright- 
ened out of their ſenſes. By this time Don Lewis had 
recovered himſelf, and fecing death before him, fell 
down vpon his knees, and implored my father's mercy. 
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Thou baſe man ! replied my father, how canſt 
thou expect to live after thy barbarous attempt u 
his life that never wronged thee? He told him he did 
not expect to be forgiven, only, to be allowed a prieſt, 
and confeſſion, and he would die with a hearty peni- 
tence for his ſins. 

Wretch, eried my father, thou mayſt ſee how hea- 
ven abhors thy fact, by blaſting thy deſign. This man 
thou ſeeſt before thee, whom thou didit employ in 
thy black deſign, is my own ſon, whoſe coming hither 
was like an angel ſent from heaven to my aſſiſtance. 1 
ſee, returned the Don, the ſeal of providence, is up- 
on you, and I heartily repent the crime I intended to 
commit: and if you will forgive me, and forget what 
is paſt, I'll eſteem, you as the ſaver of my life; and. 
to unite our friendſhip, I'll march my daughter with 
a noble dowry to this your ſon, and may they ever 
live happy. 

My father was too much a gentleman to murder in 
cool blood, though he had ſufficient” excuſe on his 
ſide if he had done it. On the other hand, his daugh- 
ter was a very great fortune, even beyond his hopes, 

After ſome {mall pauſe, he made him this reply: 
Bir, you know within yourſelf, that you have forfeited 
your life by the law, in ſo baſely attempting mine 
but as I can forgive any injury deſigned me; if you 
perform your firſt promiſe, I am reſolved to forgive 
all that's paſt, Sir, replied the other, tranſported _ 
with joy, I am ſo much obliged to you for my life, that 
I will nat ſtir out of your — till T have ſigned 
articles of agreement; aud I muſt farther add, that 
nothing ſets my ſhame more before my eyes than this 
your goodneſs. I OY 

My father begged he would take a particular care 
how he gave way to hatred ; which, by the way, not 
only commenced in my father's getting che Better of 
him in a Jaw-ſuit, and was heightened by the king's 
conferring n him the honour of the governor of Se- 
vil, which Don Lewis had ſome hopes of. 5 

We took care the next day to let the country know 

| | that 
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that thoſe fellows that were killed had attempted to rob 
ed them by their deaths. 
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rer the 
ceeded 
lowed 


our houſe, but we having timely notice had prevent. 


The old gentleman was as good as his word, for 


h. 

articles of agreement were drawn up between them, 55 
and I had leave to viſit the lady when I thought fit. had m 
But I-was obliged to go back to Sevil, to pur myſelf name 
in an equipage ſuitable to the occaſion, and Don Lewiz him ne 
followed after with his daughter. forced 
I muſt confeſs I was charmed with her perſon at perha 
the firſt interview; and the day was fixed for our had o1 
nuptials, which rejoiced the whole city of Sevil, that Thi 
two of the nobleſt houſes were going to bury in obli- diſcov 
vion their long enmity, | | of me 
I took the privilege of an intended huſband in my lic ho 
viſits to my defigned bride, and in her converſation clear 
found ſhe had no averſion for me, at leaſt I thought again 
fo, and I promiſed myſelf the utmoſt felicity in her them 
enjoyment, | * I tool 


. One morning, about a week before the intended 


whic] 
wedding, I came early to wait on her, but was inform- 


ed the was not come out of her chamber: therefore! L. 
reſolved to take a walk in the great piazza of the city, 
to give her time to dreſs herſelf; but as I was going conſo 
out, I obſerved my miſtreſs's maid conferring with a mom 
country fellow ; the fight of me, I obſerved, gave the to az 
woman fome confuſion, My heart told me I was con- dwe. 
cerned in their interview, therefore I went to the cor- then. 
ner of the ſtreet, and waited till their dialogue was o- But, 
ver; which did not keep me long, for the fellow ſoon band 
parted with the woman, and went out of the gate that in th 
leads to Cordova, WRIT? of a 
I had my man with me, whom I acquainted with you 
my fears, ordering him to dog the fellow, and get you 
out of him, by fair means or foul, his buſineſs at Don 1 
Lewis's houſe, and 1 would follow him on horſe-back: ble. 
Away ran my man, and I ſoon got my horſe, and bla 
overtook them about a league and a half from Seuil. g Ar 
When my man got ſight of me, I obſerved he took 5 to 

a little baſket from the countryman, and ran away o- thi 


ver | ; 
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rer the fields with it, I fancied by that he had fuc- 
ceeded in his commiſſion, ſo turned my horſe and fol- 
lowed him. | 

When I had overtaken him, we went behind a tuft 
of trees a little out of the road; where he told me he 
had made the fellow believe he was ſent by Tereſa, the 
name of the maid he was conferring with, to give 
him notice that he would be purſued by a cavalier, and 
forced to deliver what he had received from her, ard 
perhaps be in danger of loſing his life: and that he 
had orders to conſult with him for his ſafety. 

The countryman, being none of the wifeſt, ſoon 
diſcovered the whole affair to my man, and at fight 
of me delivered the baſket to him, and ran to a pub- 
lic houſe in the next village, to wait till he could get 
clear of me, where my man was to bring him his baſket 
again, In the baſket were four melons, and in one of 
them we found a letter very artificially put up, which 
I took out, and with terror of mind read the contents; 
which were as follows. 5 FEA 


LE of my liſe, and treaſure of my ſoul! I receiv» 
ed yours, which gave me all the conſolation my dif- 
conſolate heart was capable of receiving, But the fatal 
moment is approaching,, when I muſt give up this body 
to another perſon, but without a heart, which always 
dwells with you ; and be aſjured, unleſs ill uſage force it 
thence, ſhall ever dwell in the manſion of your breaſt. 
But, my ſoul, grieve not; for maugre tyrant bu 
band, I will find time to ſee the darling of my eyes, and 
in the pleaſure of thoſe dear arms forget the dull embraces 
of a huſband, Let ten be the lateſt this evening, when 
you ſhall find at the uſual place, with long expecting love, 
your : - ISABEELA. 

I was thunderſtruck at the reading of this letter, yet 
bleſt my providential ſtars, that guided me to this 
black ſecrer, before the prieſt had joined our hands. 
And though a Spaniard, my reſentment did not rife 
to jealonſy, but my fancy ran upon the enjoyment of 
this falſe fair one, without the marriage chain. And 
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what prompted me the more to it, was a poſtſeript to 


her letter, wherein ſhe bade him come in his uſual 
diſguiſe, and in the dark. In order to the accompliſh- 
ment of my deſign, I went into à neighbouring houſe, 
and wrote the tollowing letter, which was put in the 
melon in the room of the other. 


My Love, 
F Have not time to write myſelf, I am ſo guarded by my 
father, and my tyrant huſband that 1s to be, ſo that I 
am obliged to employ Tereſa, Don't come to the uſual 
Place till you hear from me, which ſhall certainly be to- 
morrow. Adieu, thou lite and ſoul of ISABELLA. 


Now all the hopes I had were, that the fellow knew 
what diſguiſe this amorous ſpark wore, and where 
was the place of rendezvous, - 1 

I left it all to my ſervant, who had cunning enough 
to outwit twenty of the countryman. After I had 
delivered him his commiſſion, I went back to Sevil 


ſull of hopes and fears; and in two hours my man ar- 


rived : he gave me a deſcription of his converfe with 

the countryman, which was diverting enough, and how 

happy they were in eſcaping my hands. * 
He informed me, the amorous gallant came dif- 


guiſed in the habit of a peaſant, and was admitted 


through the back garden of Don Leuis's houſe by the 
maid, who always attended the hour, and conveyed 
him to her Apartment in the dark ; which was accord- 
ing to my with : and by deſcription of the ſparks per- 
ſon; we were not unlike as to proportion or age, and 
darkneſs would conceal the reſt, 1 85 | 

I ſoon provided myſelf of the habitI was to wear, 
and impatiently expected the coming hour, which 
came at laſt, though the interveening ones {ſeemed the 
longeſt of my life. 

I did not wait long before I was admitted by the 
too faithful confident, We went over the garden to 
a ſmall room at the entrance of the houſe, where I 
ſoon diſcovered my falſe fair one, though in the 3 
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ghe was undreſſed and difencumbered of every let to 
enjoy ment. I tound by her eager kiſſes and embraces, 

there was no parleying required; fo I cen fell to and 
fed very heartily : my partner in pleaſure ſeemed to 
like what was prepared for her; and, before we part- 
ed, gave me to underſtand I had done wonders, and 
much beyond her expectation. 

When we had dallied away about four hours in our 
feaſting, the maid came to tell me it was time to part, 
which we did, after ſnatching another morſe], 

I went immediately home, was ſoon in bed, and had 
no want of any provocative to ſleep, | 

When | roſe in the morning, I began to weigh ma- 
turely the laſt night's adventure ; bur could come to' 
no reſolution as to the forming my behaviour to my 
falſe miſtreſs : but I reſolved to be determined by hers. 


Wa. > Fi. | 


more than ordinaty civil to me. 

In ſhort, I was ſo charmed with the fight of her, that 
I refolved to give her another vifit in my difguife the 
ſame night; and all I had to do was to be firſt at the place. 
When the time came, my conductreſs was ready as 


too haſtily, and faſtened my coat in it; and to give 
me the more uneaſineſs, fhe the fame moment drop 

the key out of her hand; and though F could fee 
where it lay, yet I could nor ſtoop for it, becauſe my 
coat was ſecured in the door. | | 


and opened the door to releafe her prifoner ; but on 
the very inſtant my rival appeared, and, finding him“ 
ſelf there bef re he came, ruthed in, and faſte ned 


upon me; 


door in a fright, and rad ſcreaming away, fo we had 
the happineſs to be locked in the garden together. 
But however, to make the nioſt of a bad market, as 
the ſaying is, I got my rival down, 'and belaboured 


Vc had neither of us any offenſive weapons. 


I went to viſit her about noon, and found her 


before; but going ſofily in the clapt to the door a little 


After groping abvut tome rime, ſhe took it up, 


The maid, at the ſight of two Syſia's elapt to the 


him with my fiſts; for as good fortune would have it, 
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The noiſe of the maid, and our buſtling, alarmed { wel 
an En liſ maſtiff that was watchman to the houſe, 
who, without ſaying By yur leave, had the impu- 
dence to taiten upon my rival by the arm, and wor- father 
ried him very handſomely; bur, notwihſtanding my ed, in 
reaſons to the contrary I took piiy of him, and den w 
Force of arms deſtroyed the dog; that is, I held him ſpeech 
fo faſt about the throat with my hands, that his was m 
breath flew away in a huff, and h: 
My diſguiſed ſpark ſecing himſelf ſo unexpectedly by my 
relieved, gave me thanks for his ſafety; and as ſoon ed ag? 
as ever he ſpoke, for we had been ſullen before, nei- calnn 
ther of us having opened our lips, I knew him by his for ik 
tongue to be one 4 my particular acquaintance. not . 
Why how now, Don Fun! ſaid F, how came you rune 
thus diſguiſed ? Nay, replied the Dun, I ought to aſk to m 
you the ſame thing. With ſeveral queſtions and Ti 
anſwers we came to a right underſtanding, If I had Don 
known, ſaid he, your pretenſions here, I ſhould ne- ty o 
ver have made any attempts to your prejudice Come, hou! 
come, faid I, 'tis very well as it is: fo we turned that was 
to mirth and ridicule, which perhaps ethers of our 1 
nation would have turned to blood. Our next thing me 


was to. make our eſcape, for the whole houſe was a- 
tarmed,. and coming upon us with their domeſtic wea- 
Pons, as pokers, ſpits, fire-ſhovels, &c. My companion 

d me to. a place of the garden where the wall was 
fomething lower than any where elſe ; and juſt as we 
Had gained the aſcept, we perceived a man mounting 
from the other ſide ; but my friend did him the favour 
to tumble him down again; he quickly got up, and ran 
upon bim moſt furiouſly with his poinard, and gave 
him ſeveral ſtabs; but my friend cloſed with him, wreſt- 
ed his weapon from him, and ſtabbed h im to the heart. 

As ſoon as he was ſped, we made off; but did not 
go far before my companion dropt down dead of his 
wounds. I was very much grieved at the accident, but 
made the beſt of my way home, for fear I ſhould 
come into trouble about it, if I was caught near the 
dcad bodies. LY 1 
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{ went to bed, but very much perplexed in mind, 
and had no reſt all night. But what was my grief in the 
morning, when my fervant brought me word, my 
father and Don Juan my friend were found murder- 
ed, in the habits of peaſants, under Don Lewts's gar- 
den wall! The relation deprized me of the ute of 
ſpeech for ſome time, and my 1caſon forſook me. I 
was more than once going to put an end to my life, 
and had certainly done it, if I had not been prevented 
by my faithful fervant, But when my reaſon return- 
ed again, I began to think of the adventure with ſome 
calmneſs; for though | had all the grief imaginable 
for the lofs of ſo good a father, yet I was of a temper 
not to grieve long at any thing; and then the for- 
tune I thought myſelf maſter of, appeared ſo lovely 
to me, that it foon dried up my tears. | 

The city imagined my father came by his death thro? 
Don Lewis's means, as remembring the ancient enmi- 
ty of the two houſes ; and being found ſo near his 
houſe ſtrengthened the opinion of every body; and 1 
was the only perfon ſatisfied to the contrary. 

The ſervants that brought in- my father's body gave 
me ſcveral papers found in his pockets; among which 
were two letters that partly let me into the truth of 
this unhappy adventure. The firit was to this purpoſe; 

S 1 R, | 
707 R generoſity has prevailed, and I can na longer 

wit hſtand your fers, on the condition as.you promiſe 
in your laſt, that you will break off the maich between 
your ſon and my lady. You muſt provide yourſelf of a 
peaſants habit, and to-morrow I will ſend you a note 
to inſtruct you farther. Yours, &c. TuRESA. 

The ſecond was as follows; | 

BE at the weſt end of the garden at one in the morning, 

and aſcend a ladder of » ope you will find there, and 
bring it over with you; near the corner you'll perceive 
an arbour, go in there, and wait till' I come to conduct 
Ia to your wiſhes,, L' take care nothing ſhall be nw 
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your way to interrupt your privacy ; and be ſure * 


be careful of your tongue, for if you ſpeak, we ſhall be 
bath undone, | f 6 


- My thoughts were in the utmoſt confuſion about 
'the unravelling of this fatal affair; and runving over 
in my imagination my paſt converſations with my fa. 
ther, I remembred in our laſt, he told me, he thought 
it a little of the ſooneſt for me to mariy; and that it 
would be more for my inrercit, 10 delay our nuptials; 
and perhaps, ſaid he, I may give you ſufficient 1ea- 


lictle thought of the true one. 

1 fent a letter to the maid-of my falſe miſireſs; but 
ſhe fearing ſhe ſhould be found out, as ſhe really 
was, abſconded. | 53 
Don Lewis ſent to condole with me in my great 
loſs: but I could perceive it gave him ſome fatisfac- 
tion, that I was in actual poſſeſſion of that eſtate, 
which I had only hopes of in the life of my father, 
Hs viſit was but thort, yet I thought it too long; for 
as I had no deſign of marrying the daughter, I was 
very willing to drcp my acquaintance wich the father, 
Though I gave him hopes, when decency would per- 
mit, I would not fail in my addreſſes to his daughter, 
After the interment of my father, I began to exa- 
mine his affairs, and was not very well pleaſed to find 
the beſt part of his eſtate mortgaged for twelve years 
to ſeveral perſons ; and inſtead of ſeeing myſelf worth 
twenty thonſand crowns a year, ſoon found I was not 
worth the ſixth part. $4 

It was agreed that my father was very profuſe in his 
way of living, always keeping open houſe; yet it was 


I ſometimes imagined there was ſome nnderhand 
dealing in the affair, but it was paſt finding out: I 
therefore took an odd reſolution, I determined with 
myſelf to undergo a voluntary baniſhment, till the 
term of years on the mortgage was expired. 
I made a viſit to Don Lewis, and told him of my 


Ys 


ſons for the contrary; Whatever his reaſons were, I 


every body's opinion he did not expend half his income, 


reſolve 
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reſolves, and my reaſons for it, which he could not 
chuſe but applaud ; for it was caſy enough to perceive 
intereſt was the jack he aimed at. He did not preſs 
me to ſee his 2 nor I him; but after aſſur- 
ance of remembrancing on both ſides, we parted, 

I muſt own, my ſoul longed for another taſte of the 
delicious banquet ; and I hope you'll excuſe me when 
I own to you, my paſſion-could not be called love 1 
but as I found it impracticable, I made myſelf as eaſy . 8 
as I cou'd. | 13 | 

In a few weeks I had finiſhed my affairs, and wait- 
ed for the ſailing of the Weft- India fleet, reſolving for 
the city of Mexico, where I had an uncle very rich, 
who had often expreſſed in his letters to my father, 
the great deſire he had to ſee me. 91 

I had raiſed out of the ruins of my father's fortune 
ſix thouſand crowns, without ſo much as touching 
any of his plate, or furniture ; the care of thoſe things, | 
with all my writings, I truſted to a near kinſman, ſup- 
perior of a monaſtery in the city. NA | 

One day going about two leagues out of the town, | 
my horſe's girth broke, which obliged me to light at 
a ſadler's to have it made good. The man aſked me 
if I would not take a walk in his garden while he was 
doing his work, which I accordingly did. 

At the end of the walk was a pretty arbour, and in 
it ſat a woman reading; who at the fight of me, gave 
a great ſhriek, and was for running out; but I ſtop- 
ped her, and begging pardon for diſturbing her, told ö 
her I would retire, and leave her alone. Bui upon 
finding it was Tere/a, maid to my quondam miſtreſs, 

I reſolved to ſtay with her, that I might know fome- 
thing of my father's affair. | | 

She appeared confounded at the fight of me, as i- 
magining I had come on purpoſe to apprehend her ; - 
but I ſoon undeceived her, and with a little ſoothing 
language and a couple of piſtoles, ſhe diſpoſed her- 
ſelf to give me all the information ſhe could. 

Sir, {aid ſhe, I hope you will pardon me; for what 
I did was purely by the influence of gold. * v3 
| 1 Our 
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Your father declared to me, at firſt fight of my 
miſtreſs, his heart and reaſon forſook him; and often 
informed me, if he could not enjoy her, he ſhould 
be obliged to put an end to his miſery by death, I of- 
ten laid before him the injury he would do to you his 
fon, but he as often declared he would break off the 
match between you; for he was well aſſured you had 
no very violent inclination for her, and there were o- 
ther women in Sevi of as great a fortune as my miſ. 
treſs, that would be proud of his alliance. 
© The many rich preſents he made me, overcame my 
honeſty; and that unfortunate night that brought him 
his death, was to have compleated his happineſs. But, 
ſaid the, after ſome pauſe, I am very much at a loſs 
to find out one thing. What's that, madam ? ſaid l. 
Why, Sir, returned Madona, ſince I know how mat- 
ters ſtand between you and my miſtreſs, I ſhall give 
you to underſtand, that you were not the favourite 
lover; and that another gentleman revelled in thoſe 
delights, you perhaps ought to have the whole pf: 
ſeſſion of, and that was the reaſon J was ſo willing 
to comply with your father, tor I had intended to in- 
troduce him in the habit of the ſaid gentleman, un- 
known to my miſtreſs, and had provided'a ſtory ac- 
cordingly. For as ſoon as ever the gentleman was 

dne, your father ſhould have taken his place in the 

me diſguiſe; and I intended to impoſe on my miſ- 
freſs, that her lover was returned to take another 
farewel of her. And this cheat was eaſy to be carried 
on, being they were obliged to filence, old Don Leit 
lodging in the next room, But what amazes me, as! 
was ſaying, opening the door to let my miſtreſs's lover 
in, another in the ſame diſguiſe ruſhed in upon me, 
Which I am ſure was not your father. I ſoon cleared 
up this affair with her, and let her know how | had 
ſupplanted my rival, | | 90 

She ſeemed very much ſurpriſed at the unravelling 
of this ſecret, but Was very glad ſhe had nothing to 
apprehend from my reſentments; being that was the 
chief cauſe of leaving her miſtreſs, as 1 

| : | ou 
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ſhould find the letter ſhe had ſent him. And upon 
this ſhe reſolved to go to her miſtreſs again, for ſhe 
heard every day from the family, and knew how mat- 
ters ſtood; and that her miſtreſs wanted her, that 
they might condole together for the loſs of Don Juan 
her old ſpark. But ſhe declared ſhe was not very 
ſorry for his loſs, for money came very hard from 
him; and you know, Sir, ſaid ſhe, it is our buſineſs 
to make hay while the ſun ſhines. 

Madam, ſaid I, fince I know what you love bet, 
if you'll purſue my intrigue, twenty piſtoles are at 
your ſervice. Indeed, Sir, returned madam, it muſt 
be ſomething very extraordinary that I ſhall refuſe 
for ſuch a ſum. Why then, I'll let you into my plot, 
ſaid I; you ſhall inform your miſtreſs Don Juan is not 
dead, as was reported; but after a tedious and dan- 
gerous illneſs, was recovered to a miracle, but con- 
cealed his revival, being under ſome apprehenſion of 
anſwering for the life of my father. | 

Sir, ſaid ſhe, I like your plot ſo well, that I'll an- 
{wer for the ſucceſs on't, and VII go about it inſtant- 
ly, for I long to be fingering the gold. Why then, 
ſaid I, you ſhall finger it before hand, and when the 
buſineſs is done, I'll double the ſum. She was mighti- 
ly pleaſed with the amendment to the bargain ; and 
the third night after was concluded on for the time, 
when I was to attend as before, | 

I took leave of Tereſa, and purſued my journey, 
made merry with my friends, and returned. Fs 

At length the happy moment came, that I fo long 
expected. My mercenary confident was ready; I en- 
tered, and once more took poſſeſſion of all my trea- 
ſure ; and as I thought it would be the laſt time, was 
profuſe enough. My lady ſeemed very well pleaſed 
with my night's work, and in plain terms told me fo, 

I had prepared a letter, in which I had diſcloſed 
every thing. When our loving affair was over, ' ſhe 
alked me ſoftly how I was engaged in that adventure. 
| told her as ſoftly as I could, that | knew ſhe would 
be inquiſitive; and talking being dangerous, I had 

| | brought 
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brought the account in writing, which I put into her Whe 
hand, and with ſome regret took my leave; for the her che 
next day was intended for our embarkation. As [ leave. 
walked over the garden, I aſked Tereſa, how long managi 
the amour had been between Don Juan and her lady; jy find 
ſhe told me about two years, and this was the com. Wt cd of - 
mencement, ' | | with te 


Don Juan, whoſe country-houſe lay about two league: any be 
from my maſter's, Was ſet upon by thieves, and dan, Tereſe 4 
:rouſly wounded; and there had loft his life, if ſoon a 
Yon Lewis had not very fortunately for him come ter, tl 
that way attended, and drove off the thieves. Don Jua 
was ſo very much hurt, that it was not thought ſafe 
to carry him home; therefore my maſter ordered him 
to his houſe, where his wounds kept him a great 
while, When he had recovered ſtrength enough to 
walk, he uſually employed his time in the garden, 
where my lady often ſeeing him, fell deſperately in 
love with him. She made me the confident of her 
infant paſſion, and | being a very proper perſon to be 
truſted with ſuch ſecrets, adviſed her to let the Don 
ſee her, which we contrived thus. | 
She was to go into an arbour at the farther end of 
the garden, where I had obſerved Don Juan ſat every 
day, and pretend to be aſleep. She took all the care 
that was neceflary in her dreſs, and did as I directed 
her, It ſucceeded to her wiſh; for the Don, at 
ſight of her, imagining her an earthly goddeſs, kneel- 
ed and kiſſed her hand. She ſeemed to wake in a 
pretended fright, but it was not-long before they came 
to a right underſtanding. : . 
That place was made the rendezvous of the lovers, 
when opportunity would permit; but he recovering, 
tho? he pretended a weakneſs for ſome time, was ob- 
liged to rake leave of our houſe; though in the fa- 
ther's abſence, they found opportunity to ſatisfy their 
loves; and when they reſided in town, he continued 
his viſits in diſguiſe 0 the countryman he uſed to ſend 
to my lady with preſents of fruit, and by that means 
they received letters from each other. 
| When 


1 


” 


her When ſhe had finiſhed her ſhort relation, I gave 
the ner the Sg piſtoles I promiſed her, and took my 
$1 leave. She ſeemed to be in ſome confuſion about 
Ing managing it with her miſtreſs, for ſhe would certain- 
ly; ly find her out, ſhe ſaid, when ſhe would be confirm- 
m. cd of Don Juan's death; but ſhe comforted herſelf 
with telling me, her miſtreſs durſt not diſcloſe it to 
Ieg any body, for fear of betraying herſelf. But poor 
n. Tere/a little thought her miſtreſs would find it out ſo 
if ſoon as the next morning, when ſhe had read my let- 
ne ter, that I put into her hand, when with her, The 
7 next day, 1 ordered my equipage on board our ſhip, 
fe which lay at Cadiz, and followed myſelf; but the 


m wind chopping about hindered our ſetting fail, I then 
repented the leaving my letter with my miſtreſs, for 
by the help of my money with Tereſa, I might have 
made another meal with her. 1 5 


her reſentments might form ſome deſigns on my life, 


ſhould prove fair for failing. As I was reading in 
my cabin one day alone, my ſervant brought me a 
letter: the contents were thele : 


Noble SI R, 
of my birth, I (hall think it the greateſt honour in 
the world, if you pleaſe to tale me into your protein. 
My father was a rich merchant of that city, who going 
to another world has L:ft me a conſider able eſtate in this. 
Thiſe pes ſius who had the care of my education here, 
ſeem to have deſigns againſt my fortune: therefore Ihave 
made my eſcape from them, but muſt return to my be- 
trayers, if you have nat the goodneſs to be my guardian 
to Mexico, where I ſhall return the obligation you fball 
picaſe to lay me under, in being my protettor. | 


alked bim ſeveral queſtions, and found him ready 
with his .nſwers, He informed me, that his father, 
8 though 
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I did aot think it prudence to go on ſhore, fearing 


therefore contented myſelf on board, till the wind 


[J Neer ſtranding you are bound for Mexico, the place 


I aſked my man, Who brought the letter? and hg . 
told m a young negro. 1 bid him pring him in. 


— | 
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though a negro, was a man of ſubſtance, and had 
ſent him in his infancy to be educated at Sevil, and thoug] 
for the reſt the letter informed me. 


I was mightily pleaſed with the perſon of the black * 
gentleman, and treated him civilly, with the aſſurance , 
of delivering him ſate to his friends at Mexico. ary n 

When we were alone, he told me he had a farther ae 
ſecret to diſcover to me, if he was ſure of not being + 
interrupted, Upon hearing this I ordered my fer, favoi 
vant on ſhore for ſome neceſſaries, and informed him, 2 
we need not fear any interruption for ſome hours. Hon 

After a long pauſe, and caſting his eyes on the © b 
ground, he began, 44 5 

THIS veil of night would not hide my bluſhes, if bie 
Lwere not convinced in your knowledge of my frail- nt 
ty. But if you'll conſider my youth, climate, and con 
opportunity, you'll allow few of my ſex could with- 1 
ſtand the temptation, Be not ſurpriſed to find in this ſoo 
diſguiſe the daughter of Don Lewis, who is ſo far bo; 
ſubject to the caprice of love, as to diſcloſe to you the hai 
1; moſt ſecret of her heart, da 

The letter you left with me produced a-contrary ef- an 
fect than I believe you imagined ; and inſtead of ra 
and indignation taking poſſeſſion of my breaſt, a ſofter L 1 
paſſion ſtole in, and I felt all the tenderneſs imaginable co 
or Don Pedro. 1 tl 

expect nothing but ill uſage from you for my paſt ti 
conduct; but if you can believe there is any ſincerity in 
woman, after what I have been guilty of, Tam aſſured 
you may depend on what 1 ſay, that no other object 
ſhall ſhare my heart with you. I do not mean the tie of 


wedlock, but if you will accept of me as I am, I'll be 
as ſubſervient to your commands as your meaneſt ſlave, 
I was ſo confounded between pleaſure and amaze- 
ment, that imagined all I heard and ſaw was a dream; 
but being ſweetly convinced of the reality, I ſaid all 
my paſſion could ſuggeſt in return, not giving my- 
ſelf time to conſider of the oddneſs of the accident; 
twas ſufficient I had in poſſeſſion all that was lovely 
in woman, in my imagination; and I had no other 
| ; thought, 
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thought, but how to keep her from the knowledge 
of her father on ſhore, and the ſailors on board, for 
we did not know when we ſhould ſet fail, _ 

My miſtreſs told me, if the had not ſucceeded with 
me, ſhe reſolved for a nunnery, but fince we were 
reconciled, ſhe had laid by all thoughts of the habit. 
She made her eſcape from her father's without the aſ- 
ſiſtance or knowledge of any but Tereſa. . But what 
favoured her eſcape was the abſence of her father for 
ten days in the country ; yet ſhe feared, when he came 
home again, he would fright Tereſa into confeſſion, 
or by promiſes get it out of her; for ſhe was mer- 
cenary enough to ſell any thing the had to the beſt 
bidder. To prevent which, we agreed to dreſs her 
in the habit of a man, and let her wear her own 
complexion... 

Accordingly we went both on ſhbre at Cadiz, and 
ſoon equipt ourſelves with what we wanted, and on 
board I brought my ſpark, as a relation of mine, that 
had a mind to run his fortune with: me. The next 
day the wind, proving very favourable, we fet fail, 
and left our apprehenſions behind us. 

I was obliged to let our ſervant into the ſecret, that 
I might have it kept ſo; well knowing if. he had diſ- 
covered it himſelf, it had not been a ſecret long, tho' 
the fellow was very faithful to any ſecret that was 
truſted to him. | 

We touched at the Madera iſlands, paſſed the pike 
of Teneriff, got over the line, ducked our men as 
uſual, and met with no extraordinary accident; but in 
fifty three days arrived ſafe at the city of Sancta Do- 
mingo, or St, Dominic, the capital city of the iſland 
Hiſpaniola. | 

I was very well pleaſed to find ſo delightful a place 
as this was, after the fatigue of our voyage. My miſ- 
treſs and I took us a lodging at a good-natured Spal- 
ar4's, that treated us very well—for our money. 

Here my lady told me, ſhe felt the effects of our 
familiarity, I endeavoured to perſuade her I had no 
hand in it; but the inſiſted upon it that the deed was 
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done by me, and gave me ſome proofs to believe it. 

I was very concerned to find means to hide it from 
the houle ; for the began to have thoſe qualms which 
attend that natural diſtemper ; and by the beauty of 
her face, I feared her ſex might ſoon be diſtinguiſhed, 

I kept her from the ſight of the ſhip's crew in the 

voyage, the always ſtaying in the cabin; and it was 
very dangerous to diſcover a fine woman in this part 
of the world, becauſe there are few that are handſome. 
I was upon thorns till our departure for Mexico ; 
but the flect ſtaying longer than I expected, I took a 
ramble to the moſt noted places in the ifland ; and 
ſince I underſtand by your ſtory you never were there, 
I'll give you a ſhort defcription of ir. 

H /pmiols is ſcated from ſeventeen degrees to nine. 
teen degrees laticude, in length about one hundred 
and twenty leagues, and breadth, about the middle 
part, fifty, The air much the ſame for heat, as at 
Se vil in Spain; the fruits delicious, and ſome peculiar 
to the place. | 

The- capital city is St, Domingo, which gives a de- 
Iightful proſpe& from the fields about it, being mixed 
With pleaſant gardens and rivers. | | 

Here the governor of the ifland reſides, and here 
are kept all their offices, and courts of juchcature; 
and it is likewiſe the ſtore-houſe to the whole iſland. 

There are two cities more, St. Jago, and Neuftra 
Sennora de alta Gracia; the laſt of which is to the ſouth, 
and is famous for the beſt chocolate in the world. 

The cathedral of St. Domingo is a hand{ome pile 
of building, and the other churches are anſwerable to 

the grandeur of the inhabitants, whole very artiſans 
arc wealthy. . ; 

The friers live as luxurious here, as in any other 
part of the world, and follow the ſteps of their bre- 
thren in chuſing the nobleſt ſituations. | 

This iſland was diſcovered by Columbus in the year 
4492, and kept in the hands of the Spaniards ever 
fince that time; while moſt of thei: other acquifitions 
are fallen to the Engitfh, French and Duc). 
Ht 4 | Though 
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Though the French have ſome plantations in the 
{land at preſent, yet they were of their owa acquir- 
ing, and not taken from the Spaniards; and being 
chicfly hunters, and not very rich, the Spaniards make 
ho attempt upon them, 

No iſland can boaſt of more convenient ports than 
this, and every port diſembogues fine rivers, ſtored 
with palatable fiſh, into the ſea ; but then to qualify 
that bleſſing they are very much infeſted with alligators 
and crocodiles. I faw one Aus on the ſhore - ſide like 
a log of wood, and as a buffalo came there to drink, 
he ſprung upon him, dragged him to the bottom, and 
there devoured him; though they are eaſily to be a- 
voided, from the aromatic ſmell that comes from 
their ſkin, 

I was much ſurpriſed to find in moſt houſes ſer- 
pents inſtead of cats, that were greater enemies to 
rats and mice; but what was more pleaſing, they were 
not the leaſt offenſive; having no venom in them. But 
then, they will often play the fox with the poultry, 
and deſtroy many of them, unleſs narrowly watched. 

The Scolopendria of the Greeks is found here, and 
very large ſcorpions ;.. but by the divine providence 
neither of them hurtful. | 

[ ſhall not trouble you with any farther account of 
this iſland, becauſe there is not any thing to be found 
there, but what is upon the continent, unleſs ſome ' 
particular herbs ; and as I am no botaniſt, I ſhall not 
take any notice of them. . 

The time came at laſt for our embarking for Vera 
Cruz, in order to go to Mexico, and I left St. Domingo 
with ſome regret; as imagining I ſhould not mect with 
any other place in America ſo pleaſant, - 

During our voyage my miſtreſs was mightily diſ- 
ordered, | | | 7 | 

We embarked for Vera Cruz, where we arrived 
without any accident; and having no buſineſs there, 

we ſet out by land for Mexico, and got ſafe there, 
But enquiring for my uncle, I was informed he was 
gone to reſide at Lima the capital city of Peu. My 

; » i | cotcern 
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concern was the more, in that I feared I thould not 
meet with proper accommodation at Mexico, for want 
of him, in the affair of my miſtreſs; for her condition 
would not bear the fatigue of another removal, 

. I was entertained in the houſe of a near friend of 
my uncle's, and one who kept a correſpondence with 
him; he was very civil to me, and of a freer diſpoſi- 
tion than generally the Spaittatdy are; but he had the 
fame vanity as all the old Chriſtians have, who pride 
themſelves very much upon it. I let him into the ſe- 
eret of my lady, and her condition; and by the help 

of his wife we made her reailume her proper dreſs, 
But we kept her private, | 
The time of her delivery came, and the product 
proved a luſty boy, who ſtaid among us three weeks, 
and then left us, I had no ſcruples about being the 
father, for it was plain enough to be ſeen, it being 
my picture in miniature. My miftrefs continued very 
weak longer than the uſual time; and being alone 
with her one day, ſhe told me ſhe was under ſome 
apprehenſions concerning our landlord, Don Manuel, 
who had made ker ſecretly many large offers, and the 
nurſe was his emiſſary. I told her I had the fame 
propoſals from his wife; and though the woman was iſ 
not diſagreeable, nay, might pats for a beauty, where 
women were fo fcarce, yet I could not find any ten- 
derneſs for her in my heart. „ 
After many arguments between us, a thought came 
jato my head, which I hoped would produce ſome 
mirth among us, I deſired my miſtreſs to give Don 
Aae! fome ſmall encouragement, and leave the 
reſt to me. | 
My tandlord ſoon found an opportunity, through 
my means, to ſee my miſtreſs. She followed my ad- 
vice, and tranſported the DO out of his ſenſes; his 
Joy was not to be contained, he forgot the gravity of 
a Spantard, and tapered about like a French dancing 
maſter. When I learnt all their diſcourſe from my 
miſtreſs, I begged her to continue her good humour 
to him, and promiſe him a mecting that day * 
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as I directed. 2 2 | 
In the mean time, I took an opportunity to confa- 
bulate with the wife, and gave her direQions, the 
night appointed, to go to the ſame ſummer-houſe, but 
to avoid ſpeech, being it was over the water, and men 
were continually paſſing to and fro. The good wo- 
man was as much vverjoyed as her huſband; and the 
better to carry on my defign, I gave it out that I was 
to go with ſome gentlemen a hunting the buffalo for 
two or three days. I deſired my landlord, a title I 
had given him out of mirth, to rake care of -my wife 
in my abſence. - I told my good landlady this was a 
contrivance of mine, that we might not be ſuſpected. 
My miſtreſs had made juſt the ſame agreement with 
the Don. The time came, and the goodman and wo- 
man were left to worry one another with their extra- 
ordinary paſſion. 3 
The next day at dinner, for we generally eat to- 
gether, Don Manuel caſt many a ſheep's eye at my 
wite, and his gbod lady at me. . 
The ſame day, as [| was reading in the garden, Ma- 
dona came to me, and in bitter terms of reproach gave 
me much ill language; and told me I had betrayed 
her to her huſband baſely, by giving him the ring ſhe 


ſent to her huſband of a ring, taking him for me, 
and ſhe had obſerved it upon his finger. She made 
ſo many ſpeeches about it, that at laſt I was compel- 
led to tell her the whole truth, to get rid of her tire- 
ſome paſſion, but I ſoon repeated of my declaration; 


cat with my face, and I had much ado to diſengage 
fion make a woman, 


Mexico, The huſband began to ſuſpect ſomething of the 
affair; but his imagination, that he had the company of 
my wife in the ſummer-houſe curbed his reſentment 


The woman's rage was unſurmountable, and it was 
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night in the fummer-houſe of the garden. She did 
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gave me laſt night. 1 found that the had made a pre- 


for ſhe flew upon me, and with her nails played the 
myſelf from her. So furious does a diſappointed pal- 


Her confounded temper made me reſolve to leave 


PROS — - = . 
. * 8 nd 
» & "+ dF. 
— 


9 2 


„ 


212 Tas ADVENTURES or 


not in my power to bring her to temper: therefore! 
choſe to avoid her as much as poſſible, As I was at 
ſupper with my miſtreſs, ſome few days after the ac- 
cident happened, ſhe told me, ſhe had received a pre- 
ſent of cordial water from Don Manuel's wife. Now 
had not told her of Madoua's reſentment, becauſe ] 
imagined it might make her uneaſy : but as ſoon as! 
heard of the preſent, ſomething ſtruck my mind there 
was ſomething uncommon in it; I therefore defired 
my miſtreſs not to drink any of it. Lord, ſaid ſhe, 
my dear, I have already, and defire you would taſte 
it too, for it is the pleaſanteſt liquor I ever drank in 
my life, i | 

was mightily diſturbed at it, and two hours diſco» 
vered the fatal effects. ; 

My miſtreſs began to be very much out of order; 
and notwithſtanding all the aid of phyſicians, ſhe ex- 
pired in my arms, andevery body agreed ſhe had beea 
poiſoned, I had, in my fury and ravings, declared to 
Don Manuel the author of this black deed; and when he 
went to enquire after her, was informed ſhe went out be- 
fore night, and was ſuppoſed to have gone to the town 
of St. Jago on the lake, to one of her relations. Don 
Manuel ſent after her, but ſhe was not to be found, 
He grieved at the loſs of my miſtreſs, as much as I did; 
and I dare avow, if he had found his wife, he would 
have facrificed her to the manes of my dear miſtreſs, 

I was very much grieved for the loſs of my miſtreſs, 


for I had reaſon to be convinced her paſſion for me 


was unfeigned. You may eafily imagine, there was 
no ſtaying for me in the houſe where this diſmal ac- 
cident happened: but as I was preparing to be gone, 
the Corrigidore ſent for me to appear before him, to 
give him the beft account I could of this action. I 
related to him the whole truth, as I have told it you; 
only I declared it was my wife I had loſt. Don Ma- 
nmel was ſeized and put in priſon, notwithſtanding I 
infiſted upon his innocency; but he proceeded in that 
manner, being it was ſuppoſed he was acceſſary to his 
wife's cſcape. But a few days after he was ſecured, 
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news was brought, that his wife was found murder- 
ed in the woods, as it was ſuppoſed by ſome Indians, 
as ſhe was endeavouring to make her eſcape from the 
hands of juſtice. | 

Thus the met her reward for her barbarous mur- 
der of a woman that never wrong'd her, though in- 
deed the favour was deſigned for me. 

A few days after this fatal accident, I heard of ſome 
merchants that defigned to croſs the continent to the 
South-Sea with a good guard. I made acquaintance 
with them, paid my quota to the charge, and ſer out 
along with them, leaving behind me the hateful city of 
Mexico, where had loſt the only thing I eſteemed on 
earth, And I muſt own to you, notwithſtanding my 
philoſophy,” I never thought of her for ſome time 
without the utmoſt heart; breaking. I have endea- 
voured indeed, by forcing my temper'to mirth, to bury 
her in remembrance; and time, with good company, 
has brought me ſome aſſiſtance; yet nevertheleſs, I do 
firmly believe, no woman's charms will ever for the 
future break my reſt ; for I am ſatisfied my late miſ- 
treſs made a hole quite through my heart. 

But to purſue my diſcourſe. | 

We ſer out, with a guard of fifty Spaniſh ſoldiers, 
for fear of the /ndians, who had made it their daily 
practice to ſet upon every body that went through the 
country, if not too ſtrong for them, I need nor tell 
you that Mexico is one of the fineſt cities in the world, 
or that it lies upon a lake, and no other paſlage to ic 
but over three broad cauſeways from different cities 
on the land. But what is ſomething extraordinary, 
one part of the lake is brackiſh, and noiſome, with 
no living creature in it ; and the other is freſh, whole- 
ſome, and ſtored with palatable fiſh, But as there 
are many exact acccounts of the continent of America, 
and its conqueſt by my noble countryman Hernando 
Cortes, I ſhall ſay no more of it; but I will take the 
liberty to add that Ce/ar and Alexander were but pig» 
my conquerors to him ; and every body will be of that 
opinion, if they will give themſelves the trouble o 
rcading his hiſtory. W 
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We met with no Indians to oppoſe our paſſage, and We 
arrived at Segovia, an inland town environed with Gays ; .\ 
rocks, and but meanly built. Some of our company Spain ai 
ſtaid there, and I was willing to ſtay along with then The 
to refreſh myſelt; for *tis but indifferent travelling o- to the | 
ver rocky mountains, and crofling rivers upon hur- riſoned 
dles, that is pieces of timber laſhed together with acquan 
ropes ; and it is ſometimes dangerous, though we got next d 
over ſafe with our whole company. with n 

I ſtayed fifteen days at Segovia, with fifteen-of my 8 
companions, I was very much ſurpriſed at the rela- the civ 
tion of ſome of the inhabitants of that place, who (ent hi 
told me, about two hundred of your countrymen the that hi 
year before, free-booters, in ſpite of all oppoſition; with tl 
came from the South Sea to the North, with a very and in 
great booty, defeated the Spaniards when ten to one, Major 
and poſted to all the advantage in the world, ſeveral night. 
times. The people of Segovia talk of them as ſo ma- refled 
ny devils: and that they were aided by the black gen- lomer 
tleman, or it had been an impoſſibility. to have gone Min 
through what they did, But it muſt be confeſſed, I tc 
your countrymen deſpiſe hazards, and laugh at tht only e 
greateſt dangers. mw 

After we had ſufficiently refreſhed ourſelves, we took chict 
our leave of Segovia, and purſued our journey to the pineſs 
South Sea, with a guard of Indians, ſubſervient to the as th; 
Spaniards, And | muſt own to you, there is not 2 Wills 0 
people in the world more true to their truſt, than thoſe Wl ed, n 
confederate Indians that own the dominion of Spain. Wl befor 

Our journey to St. Fee, was pleaſant enough, thro Wl 185 
a rich, level, pleaſant country, and we rode upon mules, erte 
a beaſt of a ſure foot; and our chief diverſion was ſnoot-· Wl perſi 
ing of monkies, that played us ſome comical tricks, poſe, 
running upon the trees, and frequently did us the fa- : he w 
vour to urine our faces, and ſometimes ſomething worſe. Wl D 

When we arrived at St, Fee, a ſmall town and port beſt 
in the South. Sea, we had the good fortune of meeting to ſt 

with a veſſel ready to ſer ſail for Lima, We went im- cle t 
mediately on board, and got clear of the ſhore that oY 


| evening. 


We 
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We arrived at Lima after a voyage of twenty five 
days; we landed at Calao, the port that all the ſhips of 
Spain anchor at, and one of the fineſt in the South-Sea, 

The town is built upon a point of land that runs in- 
to the ſea. It is very ſtrongly fortified, and well gar- 
riſoned, I ſent my ſervant to my uncle at Lima, to 
acquaint him that I was coming to wait on him the 
next day; but my ſervant returned in four hours, 
with my uncle's coach, who informed me, that he 
was impatient till he ſaw me. My uncle was judge in 
the civil-courts, anda man in very great power. He 
{cnt his Major Domo to wait on me, with his excuſe, 
that he had come himſelf, but that he was afflicted 
with the gout, I only ſtaid till I put on other clothes, 
and immediately after went into the coach with the 
Major Domo, and arrived at my uncles juſt within 
night. He was very well pleaſed to ſee me, and ca- 
refled me in an extraordinary manner. But I was 
ſomething ſurpriſed to find that he had reſolved for 
$9.40 within a month, there to end- his days. 

I told him the ſtory of my father's Sy fate, 
only concealing his love to Donna Elvira. He was 
very much ſhocked at the news, owning to me his 
chief reaſon of going to Spain, was to have the hap- 
pineſs of living together. I then told him, I ſuppoſed 
as that could not be, that he would alter hisfreſoloti- 
on, and think no more of his voyage: but he anſwer- 
ed, moſt of his effects were gone for Spain, two months 
before, and that he muſt of neceſſity follow. | 

I gave him to underſtand, that it was not in my pow- 
er to wait upon him. He took a great deal of pains to 
perſuade me to it, but when he found it was to no pur- 
poſe, he told me ſince I was not to be prevailed upon, 
ke would leave me a maſter of a ſmall fortune in Lima, 

During his ſtay, he introduced me to moſt of the 
beſt families in the city, and the viceroy was pleaſed 
to ſhow me good countenance, and promiſed my un- 
cle to provide for me. | : 

When the time came of his embarking for Spain, I 
waited on him on board, where we took leave, though 
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not with dry eyes; and I have repented many times 


that I did not accompany him. But ve muſt ſubmit to 
fate; and what is allotted us by fortune will come. 
He left me maſter of a well furniſhed houſe, and x 
plantation whoſe income would provide every thing 
neceſſity required in the middle ſtation of life, with a 
promiſe that at his death I ſhould inherit the remain, 


_ der of his eſtate; for he was a fingle man, and had 


no nearer relation than myſelf, 

I took all the pleaſure the place would afford ; and 
to ſay the truth there was no want of any thing at Li. 
ma, except the converſation of the female ſex; tho'] 
mult freely confeſs I did not always want that. 

The viceroy proved very kind to me, but death 
taking him way ſuddenly, I mightily grieved his loſs, 
as indeed I had reaſon; for the perſon that Tucceeded 
him- proved the reverſe. He made a general remove 
of all the officers the deceaſed had put in poſts, and 
among the reſt I was one of the ſufferers ; and farther, 
upon all occaſions he made it his buſineſs to flight me; 
and often affronted me ſo groſly, that nothing but bis 
dignity lcreened him from my reſentment: and many 
other people in power, as the injudicious generally co- 
py the frailty of their ſuperiors, and neglect their vie- 
tues, treated me in the ſame manner; but I was re- 
ſolved not to bear it. 

One day as I was coming from my plantation upon 
my mule, attended only with my old ſervant, I met a 
nephew of the viceroys in his chaiſe, in a narrow road, 
and not being willing to give way to him, we were 
both at a ſtand ; which ſo enraged the choleric gentle- 
man, that he few out of the vehicle, and ran his ſpadq 
into the belly of my mule, which dropt down dead. 

I did not want ſo much provocation to raiſe my 
choler, therefore I drew upon him, and left him. in 
the ſame condition with my beaft, grovelling upan the 
ſand. He had ſeveral people that attended him, who 
ruſhed upon me and my man, overpowered us, and 


dragged us immediately to the viceroy's palace; who, 


being glad of any WO to wreak his ill natuie up- 
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on me, condemned me to Baldivia for life, in ſpite of 
the interceſſion of thoſe few friends I had. | 
It was in vain to complain of this damned trick of 
fortune ; and the more to plague me, he left orders that 
1 ſhould be diſpoſed of to Don Sancho Ramirez, a re- 
lation of his; the wretch that I have ſufficiently re- 
venged myſelf of, and in part of the inhumane vice- 
roy ; for they were partners in trade, | 
Ramirez uſed to put me upon the moſt laviſh bu- 
fineſs, but as I had money I uſually bought it off; for 
I received yearly my {mall eſtate from Lima, I mean 
from my plantation, for the viceroy had ſeized all the 
reſt of my moveables; and would have done this, but 


that the honeſt Indian who had the occupying of it, 


inſiſted on its being my uncle's. 


This old hunks had a beautiful daughter, that I 


found was in love with a colonel of the garriſon of 
Baldivia, This colonel, notwithſtanding my conditi- 
on, was not aſhamed of my acquaintance, and often 
told me the torments he endured for the youngHady, 

I aſked him if the lady knew of his paſſion ; he in- 
formed me that he flattered himſelf with the return, 
though they had never ſpoke to each other, but he 


had received obliging glances from her fair eyes, from 


the gallery that overlooked the court of guard, 


I agreed that if he would write a letter, I'd pawn 


my life ſhe ſhould have it, and an anſwer into the bar- 
gain, if ſhe had any inclination to fend one, He em- 
braced me, and thanked me for my kind proffer, and 
wrote a paſſionate letter to the lady; which I accom- 
panied with another, to let her know I was devoted 
to her ſervice upon the colonel's account, 

In two days I had an anſwer conveycd into a hol - 
low tree in the garden, as I had concerted in my note 
to her, that waited upon the colonel's. | 3 

Theſe paper meſſengers brought matters to bear, 
and the kind lady reſolyed to venture herſelf with the 
colonel. We contrived a ladder of ropes long enough 


do reach from her window to the terrace on the court 
ot guard; and I conveyed a ſmall bundle of pack: 
= | os © | thread 
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thread for her to throw down, which we faſtened tg 
the ladder of ropes, and the lady with much difficul. 
ty pulled it up, and faſtened it to an iron cheſt which 
was in the room : but as ſhe came trembling for fear 
down the ladder, it drew the cheſt along the floor a. 
bove, which awakened that old devil her father. He 
immediately alarmed all the ſervants, as well as ſlaves; 
but the captain had got ſafe off with his miſtreſs, 
When old hunks had ſummoned us all together, 
he went into the room to ſee what. the matter was; 
but when he found his money ſafe, his diſtraction be- 
an to abate. I muſt own, I wiſhed heartily we could 
. cleared his money too, as well as his daughter, 


It was ſome time ere he miſſed her, as having no no- p The 
tion of her eclopement ; but when he found ſhe was * 
ow his paſſion was unſurmountable ; for the good — 5 

ady had made bold with writings of an eſtate, chat it dk 
ſeems were left her by an old aunt; and J was very 2 
well pleaſed ſhe did not go empty-handed to my co- mew 
lonel; for 1 take money 10 be the finews of love as cn. 


well as war, 
The enraged Don ran up and down like a madman, 


proached the ditch of the cafile, which happened to be 
free from water, being the tide was out, but pretty well 
provided with mud; ſome of his ſervants imagining 
they ſaw ſomething ly on the mud, the old Don being 
very peery, was ſtooping down and gazing to be fatis- 
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time, I clapt my knee into his bum, and down fell 
the poor Don into the mud. I was the firſt that cried 
out for help, yet I did not make extraordinary haſte 
to aſſiſt him; but at laſt rapes were brought, and at- 
ter he had floundered about a quarter of an hour, 


we lugged him up io a ſweet pickle. By good luck, Ra 
he did not miſtruſt that the favour was defigned him, caſtl 
but purely accidental. I had an opportunity the. next whe 
day to find out the lady, and the happy colonel, who me 
had brought a commiſſion from the prieſt to go to bed <.1. 


together, He was fo well pleaſed with my ſervice, 
: : that 


— 
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that he promiſed to ranſom me from Don Sancho, 
and did not doubt but he ſhould ſucceed, being the 
Don made money his ſummum bonum. But we were 
ſurpriſed at the refuſal, for he had ſuch a ſti ict charge 
from the viceroy of Peru to hold me faſt, that it was 
more his intereſt to keep me than part with me. Nay, 
this propoſal opened the old Don's eyes, for he faw 
plainly I was at the bottom of his daughter's affair, 
This fo enraged him that he ordered a great wooden 
clog to be locked faſt to my leg, which I was obliged 
to lug along with me. 'This proceeding drove me al- 
moſt to deſpair, and TI lolt all hopes of ever procur- 
ing my liberty. 8 
The colonel and his lady, who had recovered the 
fortune from Don Sancho, were very much grieved at 
my ill uſage, and tried all manner of meaus for my 
liberty, but to no purpoſe. I paſſed three years in this 
"uncomfortable life, and had the pleaſure to hear my 
implacable enemy, the viceroy of Peru, was ſummon» 
ed to Spain, upon the account of ſome mal- admini- 
ſtration. At the hearing of this news my hope of free- 
dom began to revive, but it was ſoon clouded again; for 
the old devil, Don Sancho, was reſolved to keep me 
a martyr to his own revenge; and I weathered out 
two years more in my wretched confinement : though, 


The colonel got an opportunity to tell me that there 
was a veſſel in the road bound for Lima; and the 
captain being a very good friend of his, he had pre- 


pollidle for me to get ont of hunk's clutches, I made 
all the efforts imaginable, but to no purpoſe ; and I 


was once more in my imagination given up to eternal 
ſlavery. | 


2 | joy, 


thanks to heaven, nothing depreſſed my ſpirits quite. 


vailed with him to take me on board him, if it was 


The ſame night as I was endeavouring to compoſe. 
my troubled thoughts, I heard a great noiſe in the 
caſtle-yard, and was very much ſurpriſed a while after, 
when I ſaw an officer and a file of ſoldiers come to ſeize 
me as a plotter againſt the ſtate, and carried me to the 
colonel's lodging. But of ſurpriſe was turned into 
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Joy, when I found he had uſed this ſtratagem to pait 
me my freedom. I told him he had trebly repaid the 
obligation he was pleaſed to ſay he lay under to me, 
and I was reſolved not to accept of my liberty till ! 
found what ſtir Don Sancho made about it; but the 
colonel reſolved me that he had the means in his own 
hands to pacify him. | 

I went on board, and ſet fail the ſame evening, We 
had but an indifferent voyage, being involved in ma- 
ny ſtorms ; yet at laſt'we arrived ſafe at Calao. 

I ſhall, if you think fit, give you a ſhort deſcripti- 
on of Baldivia, becauſe few foreigners are permitted 
to enter their port. 

Baldivia, or Veldivia, takes its name from the firſt 
founder a Spaniard. The old town ſtood a little higher 
than the new one, till it was deſtroyed by the Indians, 
For Peter Baldivia, and the reſt of the Spaniards, 
were ſuch tyrants over the poor natives, that they 
took heart, laid an ambuſh for them, and deſtroyed 
them every one, But in the new town they are ſut- 
Aciently guarded from their inſults, or danger of a 
foreign enemy ; which have often attempted them to 
no purpoſe. This being reckoned the richeſt coun- 
iry for gold mines in all America, nature has befriend- 
ed them very much in the ſtrength of the place; for 
there is ſo large a ſand-bank in the mouth of the bay 
that veſſels are obliged to come within five hundred 
yards of the ſhore, which is guarded by a firong caſ- 
tle,” to avoid it. It is a difficult harbour to enter, but 
when you are once at anchor, no wind on the whole 
compaſs can hurt you, though it blew a ſtorm ; it is ſo 
well ſheltered by the land on all fides of it. 

The inhabitants are chiefly made up of baniſhed 
perſons, who generally work in the mines for ſo many 
years; and the time expired, they have ſo much land 
of their own to cultivate, and moſt of them find the 
means to be rich; but how honeſtly I'll give you 
leave to judge. The country about it is very fruitful, 
and produces great quantities of apple trees, from 


which they make very good cyder. But the juice of 
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the grape is very uncomatable there, and thoſe that. 
do procure it muſt pay extravagantly for it, 

This city, for 'tis no leſs, is eſteemed the key to the 
South-Sea. | 8 7 

The governor and officers are generally ſent from 
Lima, but the ſoldiers are compoled of thoſe perſons 
that are ſent there for a puniſhment. And though 
few perſons chuſe to be ſent there, yet as few deſue io 
leave it whence once they are ſettled. f 

Notwithſtanding the people could make ſhift to 
live without religion, yet there are ſeven churches and 
three monaſteries; but they ſeem to be in a ruinous 
condition; and I don't doubt but an age or two hence, 
thoſe that paſs that way may ſee them totally ruined. 

As I ſaid, we arrived ſafe at the port of Calao. I 
was reſolved to remain incognito, till I had enquired 
into the affairs of the city. 

I took an occaſion to ſend to my Indian tenant, who 
came to me, and was very well pleaſed to find me at 
liberty. I ſent to feveral of my friends, to acquaint 
them what circumſtance I lay under, who. ſoon in- 
formed the viceroy of my misfortune, and he as rea- 
dily complied with my defire, allowing me the liber - 
ty | had before I was ſent to Baldivia. 

I once more made my appearance at Lima, renew- 
ed my acquaintance, and began to divert myſelf as 
before. By degrees I crept into the good graces 
of the viceroy, who gave me a poſt in the govern- 
ment, that brought me a conſiderable income, and 
with the eſteem of moſt people I paſt on a whole year. 

The viceroy, not liking his fituation, found the 
means to be recalled to Spain : yet recommending me, 
to his ſucceſſor, I remained in the ſame ſtation he be- 
fore had given me; though I cannot brag of any more 


He was newly married to a very rich widow of Lima, 
who had a very beautiful daughter, by report ; for 
ſhe was not fuffered to take the liberties of the place. 
I oftca had a great deſire to ſee her face, for I had 
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favours beſtowed me by my new ſuperior ; for he was 
a man of an uncertain temper, proud and revengeful. 
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obſcrved her veiled many times at church, which was all of wel 
the liberty ſhe had, I was informed ſhe was deſigned a with h 
wife for the ſupreme judge, tho' much againſt her in- Frat 
clination, being there was a diſparity of years, which thoug! 
is certainly the greateſt bitter to the ſweets of matri. Ciudad 
mony ; but nothing is conſulted now more than wealth, only 4 
I received a letter from my uncle at Sevil, wherein was th 
he deſired I would leave Lima, and come to Spain; in tha! 
and, to induce me to it, he gave me the promiſe to Thi 
make me his heir. I muſt own I began to be pretty All th 
well tired of this climate; and the time drawing on out, A 
for the expiration of my mortgage, I fet myſelf to ing fil 
Prepare things accordingly, In 
1 diſpoſed df my plantation to my faithful Indian, eyes e 
for an under price, being 1 thought I was under ma- adorn 
ny obligations to him, I refigned up my office in the ſuppl 
viceroy's palace, indeed, becauſe I conld not get leave {kirts 
to diſpoſe of it. | * bridg 
I turned all my effects into gold duſt, and ſent it urbs 
before me to my uncle; and now I only waited for and i 
company to go over land to Vera Cruz, a port in the of th 
North. Sea, where I ſhould have the convenience of moſt 
embarking for Spain. 'Thet 
I began now to think of ſettling in the world ; and pels, 
indeed it was almoſt time, for I had paſt my twenty- ty, © 
Eight year, and at that age the heat of youth ſhould for 
de pretty well over; for if a man cannot fee his follies are 1 
on this ſide of thirty, he is in danger of being incor- with 
Tigihle all the days of his life. Beſide, I had very good eart 
encouragement to ſtability, my own fortune, and the here 
proſpect of my uncle's; who in all probability had ma 
not many years to live, being in his eighty- third year. the 
Well then, as my ſtory is almoſt off the ſtage, I'll is I 
throw you into the bargain a fhort account of one mg! 
place more, for my cataſtrophe, and then to my epi- of 
lo gue for detaining you ſo long, and that fhall be the thi: 
deſcription of Lima, as it is at preſent. 1 
Lima, the capital city of Peru, is ſeated about two the 


| leagues from the ſea-port of Calao, in 12 degrees 6 mi- 
nutes of ſouthern latitude, and 79 degrees 45 2 
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of weſtern longitude, It is built on a noble plain, - 
with hills at a diſtance, | > 1 
Francis Piarro was the founder in the year 1535, 
though it has changed its name ſince his time from La 
Ciudad de los Roges, or City of kings, to Lima, which is 
only a corruption of the Indian word Rimac, which 
was the name of an Indian idol, formerly worſhipped 
in that place. | | 
This is the fineſt city next to Mexico, in all America. 
All the ſtreets are in a direct line, exactly meaſured 
but, and much of the fame length and breadth, be- 
ing fifty yards wide. | TY 
In the heart of the city is the nobleſt ſquare my 
eyes ever beheld, and in the midſt a fountain of braſs, 
adorned with eight lions, continually ſpouting water, 
ſupplied by the river of Lima, that runs through the 
{kirts of the town, covered with a handſome ſtone- 
bridge that leads, to the fuburbs. Within the ſub- 
urbs is a fine public walk, beautified with orange-trees, 
and in the evening is crouded with the beft company 
of the city. Although this city is ſo beautiful, it was 
moſtly deſtroyed by an earthquake in the year 1682. 
There are no leſs than fifty-ſeven churches and cha- 
pels, with thoſe that are in the monaſteries in this ci- 
ty, and twenty-four monaſteries for men, and twelve 
for women, The cathedral is very magnificent, as 
are moſt of the other churches, though chiefly built 
with wood from the firſt ſtory, by reaſon of the 
earthquakes, The viceroy of Peru has his reſidence 
here, and is ſo powerful he hardly owns the king his 
maſter to be his ſuperior. Here are likewiſe kept all 
the courts of juſtice, and from the high- court there 
is no appeal. Among the reſt, they have ſettled an 
inguiſition, which on my conſcience is worfe than that 
of Spain. Heaven keep every body from it; for in 
this court the informant is a witneſs, and the accuſer 
is ever behind the curtain; and to mend the matter, 
the wimeſſes are never brought face to face. 5 
To complete the grandeur of the place, there is an 
wchbiſhoprick, and an univerſity” of three well filled. 
| colleges; 
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colleges; though the ſtudents don't always follow 
learning, for I have found ſome ignorant enough. 

There are twelve hoſpitals, and ons of them for 
Indians. _ | 

This city is garriſoned with two thouſand horſe, 
and fix thouſand foot; but very indifferent troops 

for ſervice againſt a foreign foe, being chiefly com. 
poſed of Creoltans and Indians, Theſe Creolians, who 
are ſo named from owing their birth to America, are 
moſt of them proud, lazy and ignorant, and gene- 
rally tyrants whenever they have power, though ſharp 
enough as to trade, and will over-reach you if they can, 

They are all inclined to venery, and will ſacrifice 
every thing to gratify that vice. The women, who 
are really very handſome, generally fit at home all 

day croſs-legged, and as mute as fithes ; but at night 
it is cuſtomary for them to haunt the ſtreets veiled, 
and will as hardly be refuſed a favour, as the men 
with us on the like occafions. 

As I was fitting one evening in my lodging, diſ- 
patching ſome letters for Spain, I heard ſome body 
knock ſoftly at my door. My ſervant was gone a- 
broad, and therefore I aroſe and opened it myſelf, 
but was ſurpriſed to fee a lady veiled, who, without 
making any words, came in and fat down on a couch, 
After ſhe had repoſed herſelf ſome time, ſhe unveil- 
ed, and diſcovered to me one of the ſweeteſt faces I 
had ever ſeen. I was almoſt turned into ſtone at the 
ſight of fo much beauty, and was ready to fall down 
and worſhip her as a divinity. © Said the, I come not 
here to be gazed at; I like you, and if you can do 
the ſame by me, F believe you will not uſe me ill, 

Madam, I replied, I know no other way to con- 
vince you that I like you, but one. With that I took 
her into an alcove, where we foon came ta a right 
underſtanding. As ſoon as our ſmall matter of buſi- 
neſs was over, ſhe deſired to be diſmifled, yet with a 
promiſe to give me another viſit the next evening; but 
ſaid the, if you ſhould chance by any accident to ſee 
me in any other place, take your eyes from — 
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je, for fear of danger; for thoſe meſſengers of the 
ſoul betray their truſt. I promiſed to obſerve her di- 
rections, and left her, but yet could not help my cu- 
riofity ; for when ſhe was ot down ſtairs, I put on 
my cloke, followed her, and obſerved ſhe went into 
the viceroy's palace, I was convinced by the dreſs 
ſhe wore, that ſhe was none of the common {ſort ; 
and much diverted I was at the accident. 

The next day ſhe did me the favour of another viſit, 
when we paflcd our time as pleaſantly as we could: 
and my mcoguita ſeemed very much pleaſed with my 
company. | 

After our toying was over, ſhe told me ſhe was a- 
fraid of loſing me, for ſhe had heard | defigned for 
Spain, I informed her, nothing had power to ſtop 
me, but the paſſion I had for her. | 

She at laſt diſcovered herſelf to me: ſhe was daugh 
ter-in-law to the viceroy ; ſhe told me that ſhe had 
reſpected me a great while, and had many diſputes 
with her honour and love ; but the former was for- 
ced to give way to the latter, She likewiſe let me 
know of her approaching marriage, and added,, that 
the knowledge of my perſon would make her aver- 
ſion to her huſhand the ſtronger, We had many 
meetings to the content of us both ;' and ſhe made me 
ſeveral preſents of jewels, which I intended to keep 
for her ſake, having preſerved them through all my 
fortunes. Our meetings now began to be leſs fre · 
quent, being the wedding-day was fixed, which 2 
me a great deal of uneaſineſs. To divert my melan- 
choly, I uſually took a walk in the orange-grove, 
where in my muſing fits J often ſtaid longer than uſual. 
As I was going home one evening, 1 heard the 
claſhing of ſwords at a diſtance, and immediately af- 
ter ſaw a perſon running towards me, who cried, For 
the virgin Mary's ſake, it you are a gentleman, lend 
me your ſword, to defend myſelf againſt a villain who 
has offered me the vileſt indignity. I made him no 
anſwer, but gave him my ſword, for he looked like 
à man of quality, and followed him. | J 5 

u 
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with the buſtle, as I came near the body, I was ſeized 


of that fact, you are to ſuffer for, I am a gentleman- 
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Juſt as I turned the corner I ſaw him engaged, and 
his antagoniſt drop down dead. The gentleman ſee. 
ing that, took to his heels. 'The ſtreet being alarmed 


as the murderer. What ſtrengthened their opinion, 


and I muſt confeſs had but an indifferent look, waz and gr 
my ſword remaining in the body of the deceaſed. All l 
my aſſeverations of innocence ſignified nothing: I way and 10 
carried befote the Corrigidore, but having no witneſ- quem" 
ſes of my aſſaulting him, and one fellow by good for. for we” 
tune proving I was not the perſon that engaged him Wat. | 
firſt, I was only once more condemned to Baldivis. _ 8 
1 curſed my hard ſtars a thouſand times, and the | * 
grief of parting with my miſtreſs was like to rid me el 
of my life; but time began to wear it off. 5 Jr 
I was ſecured in the caſtle of the city till the veſltt h 
was ready to ſail, . 
While I was confined, in order to be tranſported to rods 
Baldivia, a gentleman came into the priſan, and beg- doe 
ged half an hour's converſation with me. I had been ant 
ſo liberal to the keeper with my money, and pretiy . 
jovial in my humour, that I believe if 1 had aſked by 
him to let me go, he would not have denied me; ſo. W 1 3 
that I begged the favour to admit the gentleman, and M 
his abſence, during our converſation, He obeyed me very 
in both, and the genileman entered my room, which, dd 
though but mean, was the beſt in the priſon, | : 124 - 
As ſoon as the gentteman had repoſed himfelf upon 1 0 
a chair, none of the beſt, he aſked me if I would Pen 
pleaſe to refreſh myſelf with any thing the place at- 5 GE 
for ded: but I anſwered in the negative; he made ; loſs 
half a dozen hums and haws, aud opened his mouth Vir 
to utter ſenſe. ; leaf 
Sir, ſaid he, you fon before you the unhappy per- the 
ſon that is the occaſion of your confinement. I thould nes 
not be thus free with you, if I were not aſſured of your did 
generous good-nature. Once more I muſt tell you, cur 
you ſee before you the unhappy man that was guilty. wh 


: 
by birth; and tho? I had not the good fortune to owe. ; 
0 ” * * * my 2 
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my firſt being to old Spain, yet I have this for my 
conſolation, that my parents were born at Cordova 
there : but the frowns of fortune driving them to this 
part of the world, grew aſhamed of her ill looks, 
and greeted them with ſmiles of favour. In a few 
years, Plutus the god of wealth made them a vilit, 
and took his leave of them with a promiſe of his fre- 
quent return; and he proved as good as his word, 
for in a little time fortune became a neuter gender, 
that is, believing they did not want her afhiſtance, 
they were no more her devorees. | | 

Sir, ſaid I, the ſoonet you will pleaſe to come to 
plain Spaniſh, the ſooner I ſhall be in the ready road 
to your buſineſs, : 

Why then, ſaid he, not to keep you in ſuſpenſe, I 
am the perſon that was obliged to you for your ſword ' 
on ſuch a time, which proved the inſtrument of my 
revenge on a baſe wretch, that deſerved an eternity 
of torments after this life, for wronging the beſt of 
women. And ſince I find you love the ſhorteſt way, 
without the tedious outward flouriſhes of rhetoric, I 
will inform you of my ſtory, with as much brevity as 
I am capable of, : Vat 4 

My mother died about ſeven years fince, and I may 
very juſtly ſay the reſt of my father's life was a deliri- 
um; but death taking pity of his griefs, came to his 
aid, and about two years ago I was left maſter of a 
plentiful fortune. | | ; 

As death is the end of all things, and age muſt pay 
its tribute to him, I ſhook off my grief for my father's 
loſs; and in fix months after his deceaſe, fell in love 
with a young lady of an incomparable beauty, at 
leaſt in my eye. My fortune gave me eaſy acceſs to 
the father of my fair, and when I had the happi- 
neſs of converſing with the object of my wiſhes, ſhe 
did not ſeem averſe to my paſhon Every thing con- 
curring to my deſires, Hymen joined thoſe hands, 
whoſe hearts were united before. i: 

| For ſeveral days we revelled in the ſweets of love; 
and I may juſtly ſay, poſſeſſion had not the power to 
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pall defire ; each moment of enjoyment ſeemed new, ceive 
and my utmoſt wiſh was centered in her breaſt : but ſhe v 
the dire fiend, tormenting jealouſy, at laſt crept in, Ye 
and palled my appetite to ardent love, the fatal to m 
bitter to our mutual ſweets. wovl 

I had a perſon that I called my friend, who ſhared befor 
the affluence of fortune with me: we had the ſame my ſ 
deſire to love and hate: I therefore thought I was decla 
but poorly bleſt, till my friend ſaw the idol of my ſoul, truth 
But oh! what pangs that fatal moment coſt me! his W 
eyes received the ban to all his peace, and in one mo- begg 
ment rendered up his heart, I gave him leave, for ſpicic 
what could I refuſe to ſuch a friend? ro viſit my wife tain. 
when buſineſs demanded my abſence, He often declared but! 
his paſſion to ber, by plantive fighs and languiſhing ed t 
looks. When my wife perceived he importuned her not! 
too far with his love, ſhe threatned to tell me of it; her, 
but in the mean time he had acquainted me with what ſaid! 
had paſſed between him and my wife. Said he, My I} 
friend, I imagined your wife was like other women, but 
prone to change, therefore in your abſence, I coun- I 
terfeited a paſſion for her, to ſee whether ſhe had coul. 
that regard ſhe ought to have for you, and J am plea- my c 
ſed to find you have made ſo worthy a choice. my 1 
I muſt own to you I was mightily pleaſed with this cau 
trial of my friend, as believing it ſprung from his quie 
kindneſs to me; and I had much to do to reconcile of h 
my wife to his viſits: She would often fay, I with I 
your friend be fincere in his profcflions to you, for frien 
my part, 1 greatly doubt it, | port 
la a little time after this accident, I perceived my to {i 
friend began to look very melancholy ; I endeayoured no l. 
to ſift the ſecret from him, but to no manner of pur- my r 
poſe for ſome time. $7 guilt 
One day, as we were riding out to take the air to- her | 
gether, he ſeemed more deeply plunged in ſot roy 1 
than uſual. I told him 1 ſhould not take him for and 
my friend any longer, if he did not let me into the told 
cauſe of his diſorder. At laſt, with much reluctance, tion 


he told me that the good opinion he had before con. 
| ceived 
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, ceived of my wife was falſe, for he was well aſſured 
ſhe was not true to my bed. 

n, You muſt imagine what a thunder-clap this muſt be 

al to me, from a friend who I was aſſured in myſelf 
wovld not relate a falſhood. It was ſome moments 

d before I could open my mouth ; and all the time of 

ne my filence, he ſeemed ſo much grieved that he had 

as declared the lecret to me, that I had no doubt of the 

ll, truth of it. | 

lg When my grief had given me liberty of ſpeech, I 


o- begged he would give me the foundation of his ſu- 
or ſpicion; but he deſired to be excuſed till he had cer- 
fe tain proof of her infidelity, which he did not doubt 


d but he ſhould ſoon have, though it was what he wiſh- 
1g ed to be deceived in: and farther added, he would 
er not have me take any notice of it, but carry it fair to 
t; her, as if nothing had happened; for if you ſhould, 
at ſaid he, you will never come to the truth of the matter. 
ly I promiſed fo comply with him, and went home: 


but heaven knows with what a heart, 

I followed my friend's advice punctually, but yet 
could not help thowing the diſcontent of my mind in 
my countenance, My wife was mightily concerned for 
my melancholy, and was very preſſing to know the 
cauſe; and in a very tender manner ſeemed to be diſ- 
quieted, which I took all for art, and the cunning 
| of her ſex. | | | 

I muſt own to you, that ſometimes I imagined my 
friend had deceived me; but whenever we had an op- 
portunity of converſing, he ſtrengthened my jealouſy 
to ſuch a degree, that I began to wiſh the cauſe of it 
no longer in this world, And if it had not been for 
my revenging myſelf on the ſuppoſed partner of her 
guilt, I had certainly taken methods to diſpaich 
oy hence, e | 

had ſame affairs to tranſact at S:povia-every year; 
and the time drawing on for my Ty Fed may end 
told me, before my return I ſhould have demonſtra- 
tion of her infidelith ; for, ſaid he, your abſence will 
| give 
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unwillingly agreed to go, 


all paſſages. 
the liberty of my houſe. 
ſince my falſe declaration of love, to try your wife's 
virtue, ſhe has looked upon me more like an enemy 
than a friend, as knowing I was not fincere in my 
paſſion ; for women, be they ever ſo vicious, yet they 
abhor the man that doubts their virtue. 
ſaid I, if you will, we'll ſup together to night; and 
then UVIl take an opportunity to leave directions with 
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give her the opportunity ſhe' wants, and ſhe'll be ſure 
to take hold of it, | 
It was a great while before I could be prevailed up. 
on by my friend, to undertake really this journey, but 
only to feign as if I had, that I might be convinced of 
her perfidy, and puniſh it myſelf; but my friend laid 
me down ſo many reaſons for it, that I at laſt very 
But in the mean time, ſaid 

he, you muſt order that I may have admittance in your 
ablence, that I may take my opportunity to obſerve 
Why, ſaid I, I never knew you debarred 
But you know, ſaid he, 


We<ll then, 


my faithleſs wife, to allow you the ſame privileges in he . 
then, return» AOtic 


my abſence, as you now have. 

ed my friend, don't you be ſurpriſed at what I ſhall 

ſay to her, 
We parte 


Why 


d and went to prepare every thing for my 
intended journey. When I was at dinner with my 
wife, I gave her ſome hints concerning my friend, 
and that I deſired he ſhould have admittance in my 
abſence ; I oblerved ſhe changed colour at my dil- 
courſe, and ſeemed to be in the utmoſt confuſion, al- 
. tho? I did not ſeem to fee it. 
After ſome talk of indifferent matters, ſhe told me, 
if I thought fit, ſhe intended to live private in my ab- 
fence, and admit of no-vifitors, For, Sir, ſaid ſhe, 
the world will be cenſorious, and receiving viſits from 
a man, when you are from home, is not conſiſtent 
with our Spaniſh cuſtoms. She tound by my diſcourſe 
that I was determined it ſhould be ſo, wherefore ſhe 
left off arguing upon that ſubject: but I could per- 
ceive all the time we were together, my reſolves ſat 
very uneaſy upon her; and it was with much diffic 


ulty 
the 
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re the reſtrained her tears. Her ſorrow ſtruck me to 
the heart, and it was the greateſt ſtruggle I ever went 
Pe through to keep my temper : for I imagined all her 


Ut grief was to have this ſpy upon her actions. 

of When night approached, my friend came accord- 
id ing to appointment, and during our ſupper, I told my 
7 wife, ſhe was to look upon him as my only friend, 
id and give him the ſame admittance as if it was myſelf, 
I ia every thing he ſhould deſire; well knowing, I told 
ve her, he would aſk nothing contrary to our ſtrict amity. 
d Sir, ſaid my friend, I am verry ſorry I can't com- 
65 ply with your deſires; for I have received letters from 
8 a near relation at Panama, and I am obliged to at- 
L tend his nuptials, being he can't make proper mar- 
10 riage-ſettlements without I am upon the ſpot, and I 
L fear I ſhall hardly return this fix weeks. I was at firſt 
1, very much ſurpriſed at this his ſudden reſolution, and 
d was going to ſay ſomething upon ir, till I obſerved 
h he winked at me. I then began to remember what 
n he ſaid to me in the morning, that I ſhould not take 
I notice of what he ſaid. But 1 obſerved, that the cloud 


U upon my wife's face began to diſappear by degrees, 
which ſeemed to be the greateſt proof of her infideli- 


7 ty. I was ſo much provoked with the imaginary 
7 wrong, that I could not help ſhewing it in wards and 
, actions; but yet I had ſo much reaſon in my madneſs, 
! for paſſion is no leſs, that I concealed the real cauſe. 


My wife ſeemed confounded at my incoherent an- 
ger, having never ſeen my fury before; and when my 
friend was gone, begged I would tell her the rcal 
cauſe of my uneaſinels, for the was well aſſured ſome 
ſecret cauſe had ruffled my temper ; but I perſiſted in 
the obſtinacy of not diſcovering it to her, and the 
next day purſued my journey with a diſmal idea of - 
what was to come. 5 + | 
Thought had ſo much impaired my ſtrength, with 
Us violent workiogs, that I found it a diſſicult thing 
tO fit my horſe; and when I came to my inn at night, 
I was carried to bed in a violent fever, and all night 
Was in a delirium, My ſervants ſent for a phyſician, 

U 2 | who 
| 
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who gave me ſomething to reſiſt my malady; and 
while he was with me, I uttered ſome words in m 
ravings, that gave him to underſtand my diſeaſe pro. 
ceeded from the mind. When I came to myſelf, ! 
was ſomething ſurpriſed to hear him ſpeak to me afier 
this manner. | 

Sir, I have ſo long dealt with diſeaſes of moſt kinds, 
that I have knowledge enough to perceive when they 
proceed from an ill habit of body, or thoſe maladies 
of the mind that flight all phyſic ; and be not amazed 
when I tell you, I have often cured the latrer by whole- 
fone advice, You are a young man, and perhaps you 
have raken a wrong conception of things; if you will 
be pleaſed to tell me your cafe, I'll give my advice 
without a fee; and do not think me impertinent to de- 
fire it, I have ſeen more years than you. You may 
conceal your name in your relation, and if my advice 
docs not pleaſe you, you are but juſt where you 
were: I thall be as faithful in kceping your ſecret, as 
your confeſſor. 

You may be aflured I was very much ſurpriſed at 
his proceeding, and I eafily perceived a finceriry in his 
diſcourſe, that gained him my eſteem; and I was re- 
folved to let him into my ſtory ; which I did, as muck 
as [ have to you. 

After a pauſe, he ſaid J had juſt come up to his 
imagination of my caſe ; and now, Sir, ſaid he, I will 


proceed to my advice. Confider well what you are 


about: you have confeſſed, your friend owned to you 
he made pretended love to your wife to try her virtue, 
and yet I do not find he adviſed with you about it 
before he had put his device in practice. To give you 
my ſentiments of this matter, I believe your friend to 
be falſe to you, and that he really is in love with your 
wife, The diſtreſs of your ſpouſe proceeded from 
Her indignation to him, and love to you. His telling 
you, after his attempt upon her, was no more than 
to be the firſt in the declaration, as imagining ſhe 
would of courſe inform you with it; her keeping it 2 
fecret from you, was not to make you unealy - 
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d his declaring his ſuſpicion of her virtue afterwards 
* was either to be revenged on her for lighting his paſ- 
0 fion, or to give him an opportunity in your abſence 
| to wrong your wife. 
ww This, in ſhort, I fancy will prove the whole truth, 
Neither is this judgment hard to make, for I am apt 
85 to believe any diſintereſted perſon would make the 
7 ſame judgment; your paſſion has blinded your reaſon ; 
7 yet nevertheleſs, if you can give yourſelf time to think 
0 calmly, I do not in the leaſt doubt but you'll be of 
A my opinion. This I am aſſured of, jcalouſy is a cer- 
- tain ſigu of love; and if you ſhould in the heat of 
= paſſion do a raſh deed, every moment of your life 
* will prove a torment to you. Lovers eyes are often. 
-4 falſe, and too quick in falle conſtructions. Call rea- 
J fon to your aſſiſtance; that will prove your beſt friend. 


Take ſome time to think of my advice and counſel ; 
iricnds may as ſoon prove falſe as wives, and you had 
better lofe the former than the latter. 

All the while he was ſpeaking, methought I was 
4 liſtening to an oracle; and at the end of his diſcourſe, 
} could not help blaming myſelf for my raſh belief. I 
called over in my memory every particular of my wife's. - 
b behaviour, and could not find any one action ſtart 
up, to give me that hard opinion I had raſhly con- 
ceived againſt her. | | 

I returned the phyfician of my mind, as well as bo- 
dy, many thanks for his cordial advice ; and would. 
have paid him in another coin, but I could not pre- 
vail upon him to take a ſingle dollar. No, ſaid he, 
in accepting of your money, I ſhall make it appear, 
that, like lawyers, I pleaded for my fee. No Sir, all 
the recompence 1 ſhall aſk of you, is only to let me: 
know the truth of every thing, when the cataſtrophe 
is over, which I hope will not affect your wife: and 
if I might throw in one word of advice more, if you 
find the friend you have ſo much confided in, to be 
falſe, ſhew your reſentment by ſlighting him, and: 
leave revenge to heaven. TI promiled to follow his 
: U.S jud.civa.; 
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judicious advice in every thing, and ſo we parted, with Roderi 
very good regard for each other, diſcou! 

vas reſolved to proceed no further on my journey, often 
but make the beſt of my way back again; and as] At 
went along, conſider of my behaviour, and let time be gor 


alone for proof, The reaſon I gave my ſervants for 
returning, was that I had not ſtrength. to purſue my 
journey; which in reality was no falſhood, for I wa; 
weak enough; and lam convinced that diſorders of the 
mind weaken the body more than habitual diſtempers, 
In part of my journey back, I could not come to an 
reſolution how to behave; and therefore reſolved to 
lie one night more upon the road, to fee if my pillow 
would advife me, When I arrived at my inn, one 


were e 
back \ 
purſuc 
amaze 


of the ſervants told me Don Roderigo was juſt alighted. At 
Hearing him named, my blood ran a wild courſe a. joy, 

bout my body, and immediatcly it ſtruck to my mind are n 

tomething was not right. | jour! 

I aſked my ſervant, if Roderigo had ſeen him ; he that | 


told me no, and that he ſeemed diſguiſed, as if he you 
did not deſire to be known, This ſtrengthened my conti 


ing in the next rcom, and I could caſily Ane 


ſuſpicion of ſome ill intended, or done already, and the 
that he was making his eſcape. I ordered my ſer- M 
vants not to-appear : but when ſupper was ready, | 7 
ſent for my hoſt to bear me company; where aftcr D 
ſomeitrivial diſcourſe, I aſked him what gueſts he had wth 
in the houſe. He made no ſcruple in telling me; Fe 
but when he came to Don R:derigo, he declared he 1 5 
did not much like him; for he ſeemed very willing to 0 
be private with two of his ſervants, and he had ob- ik 
ſerved them often whiſpering. They deſign, ſaid he, Op 
to be going very early in the morning, but I don . 
know which road they travell, I concealed my dil. 
turbance of mind from my hoſt, but reſolved to be 9 
going as early as Don Reder igo; and to be ſure d anc 
being early enough, I determined not to go to be kn: 
notwithſtanding the weakneſs of my body require ful 
1c poſe. a ing 
In the middle of the night I heard people whiſper wa 
* 
25 
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Roderigo's voice: tho' I could gather little of their 
diſcourſe, yet I could hear mine and my wife's name 
often mentioned, 

At break of day, I found, they were preparing to 
be gone; and tho' I was pretty expeditious, yet the 
were got out of the inn, before I could get on horſe- 
back with my ſervants. I was much vexed at it, yet 
purſued my journey homeward. But I was very much 
amazed, when, about two leagues from Lima, I met 
my wife in a coach with her maid, and two Indian fer- 


ny vants. The ſervants as ſoon as they ſaw me were over- 
to joyed, and my wife could not open her mouth for ſome 
ws time. I then began to relapſe into my former jealou- 
ne ſy, and imagined ſhe was following Don Roderigo. 
d, At laſt ſhe opened her mouth with a great deal of 
a joy, Lord, my dear, faid ſhe, is it you in reality, or 
nd are my ſenſes deceived ? I aſked her the reaſon of her 
journey, and her mighty ſurpriſe. Sir, anfwered ſhe, 
he that queſtion confounds me ; have I not a letter from 
he you to come with all ſpeed imaginable ? Here it is, 
Ny continued ſhe, I took the letter from her, and read 
nd the contents, 


My DEAN, 
2 r/utng_my journey, J had the misfortune to fall from 


ad ; my horſe, and break my arm, which prevents my 
* writing to you, The accident is attended with a vio- 
be lent fever, which I am told is very dangerous. I have 
0 refrained writing to you till now, as expecting ſome 
5 amendiment ; but finding myſelf worſe, I beg you will 
be, come to me with all the expedition imaginabie, for fear 
* you ſhould never [ee me more alive, | 


Your affectionate Huſband. 


There needed no ſphinx to unriddle this enigma 
and I obſerved by my wite's countenance, we both 
knew the author of the letter. While we were con- 
fuſed, the coachman that drove the coach was ſteal- 
ing away; but my wife cried out to ſtop him, for that 
was the meſſenger that brought the letter to her; and 
farther told her, he was to conduct her to me, . 
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the coachman we had before was drowned ; and that 
circumſtance deceived her more than any thing elſc ? 
The fellow alſo told her that I had prevailed with a 
gentleman in the neighbourhood where I lay hurt, to 
lend him to drive the coach, TI rid after the fellow 
and brought him back, ordered him into the coach- 
box, and forced him to drive out of the road to a 
neighbouring village, where lived a gentleman of my 
acquaintance. He very unwillingly complied with my 
commands; and we kept very cloſe to him, to pre- 
vent his making away. When we arrived at my 
friend's houſe, we ſecured the fellow in a ſtrong room, 
and I left two of my Indian ſervants to guard him. | 
made my friend acquainted with the accident, and 
that this was not intended, but by mere chance, He 


gave me to know I was welcome, let what would 


bring me there. 
When my wife and I, with my friend, were alone, 


I tenderly embraced her, and begged her pardon for 


my unjuſt ſuſpicions of her virtue, and related the 
whole progreſs of my jealouſy, without omitting the 
leaſt circumſtance, She gave thanks to heaven for 
the danger ſhe was ſaved from, and related the man- 
ner of her being deceived by the fellow that brought 
the letter, as follows. | 

The fifth day after you had left me, as I was muſing 
in the garden, my maid told me a perſon had a letter 
to deliver me from you, I began to tremble with: ti- 
morous apprehenſion, and my whole frame felt vio- 

lent diſorders, I ordered the bearer to be brought to 
me; and when I had read the letter, grief locked up my 
tongue, and I had no power to ſpeak for ſome time. 
W hen I had recovered ſpeech, I aſked the fellow where 
you were. Madam, faid he, he is at Don Horio's 
.country-houſe, (naming afriend of mine, that my wife 
had heard me often mention) and knowing you had ne- 
ver a coachman, my maſter ſent me to conduct you 
to your huſband, I would not ſpend time in drefling 
myltelf, but juſt as I was, with my maid and the two 
{ndians, purſued our journey. I never once dreamed. 
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of any treachery, tho? I always doubted your falſe 
friend; but as he had never been to viſit me in your 
abſence, it wiped away all ſuſpicions of him, I ob- 
ſerved the coachman by his looks, and did not like 
the company of my ſervants, but I was too much con- 
cerned for you to think of it much. | 
We congratulated one another again at our happy 
deliverance, and admired the workings of divine pro- 
vidence, and the ſecond cauſe, my friendly phyſician. 
My wife expreſſed a great deſire to ſee him, to re+ 
turn him acknowledgments for his inſpired advice, and 
in the morning I promiſed her to go to him, if we 
could get any convenient carriage: for we were not 
very fond of making uſe of the coachman that brought 
her out, | | 
I deferred his examination till the next day, being 
too much fatigued to do it then, though I had order- 
ed he ſhould want nothing but his liberty; for I con- 
ſidered him only as an inſtrument to work his maſter's 
ends. When I was up in the morning, I ordered him 
to be brought before me ; but after ſome time, they 
brought me word he had made his eſcape, by creep» 
ing through the ceiling of the room, and throwing 
down the ſhingels; for it was a ſingle apartment near 
the garden, I was a little uneaſy at his getting away, 
as well as my wife, for fear his maſter ſhould make 
ſome attempt upon us in the houſe where we were; it 
being a quarter of a mile from the village, and the gen- 
tleman my friend had but few ſervants, Therefore it 
was thought the ſateſt courſe for us to go immediately 
to Lima, And as ſoon as we could procure mules 
we ſet out, and reached that city without moleſtation. 
I heard nothing of the faithleſs Roderigo for ſeveral 
days, neither did I think it ſtrange ; for I imagined, if 
he had any ſhame left, he would not dare to appear 
publicly at Lima; but if he did, I had reſolved to take 
my friendly phy fician's advice, which had proved ſo ſuc - 
ceſsful to me, to ſhow my reſentment in lighting him. 
One night, as ſoft repoſe had locked up our ſenſes, 
we were alarmed from our downy ſleep, by a fearful 


cry 


233 Tux ADVENTURES or 


cry of fire, fire! I roſe and ran into my wife's apart- 
ment where ſhe remained frighted almoſt to death; 
and as people generally in the alarm of fire know not 
what they do, ſhe ran to the chamber where the maids 
lay, and drefled herſelf in her ſervant's clothes; the 
maid being equally frighted, when ſhe found ſhe had 
no clothes to put on, clapped on her miſtreſs's which 
I had brought after her, and was running down ſtairs 
to free herſelf from the danger. As ſhe was going 
through the hall, I obſerved four men in maſks ſeiz- 
ed her, and carried her off, I followed with my 
{word in my hand, till one of the villanous company 
came behind me, and run me through the back. My 
ſervants,” who came after me, bore me in faint with 
loſs of blood; but by good fortune the wound did not 
prove dangerous, tho' well meant. 

WWe could never come by the truth how the houſe 
was ſet on fire, though it was ſoon extinguiſhed ; but 
we were aſſured it muſt be by ſome one of the dome- 
ſtics. It waWWaſy to judge Don Roderigo was the cauſo 
ont, by running away with the maid, as miſtaking her 
for my wife, becauſe ſhe had in the hurry put on her 
miſtreſs's clothes and vail. 

I was adviſed by my beſt friends to ſummon him be- 
fore the ſupreme judge, for it was dangerous to let 
him go on with impunity. But he would not obcy 
the ſummons, therefore he was defigned to be outlaw- 
ed by due courſe of law. But as that takes up ſeveral 
months, I was obliged to keep a guard in my houſe; 
for I received ſeveral menacing letters frequently from 
him, either thrown over the wall, or left ſo, that we 
could never ſecure any perſon that brought them. 
W hile our ſuit was going on, our new viceroy arrived 
who proving a friend to Don Roderigo, a Moli proſegui 
was iflued out, and I was obliged to ſtand at the 
whole charge of the law ſuit. This violent and un- 
juſt proceeding of the viceroy's raiſed my gall to that 
degree, that I ſaid many warm things againſt his admi- 
Niftration, which came to his knowledge; for there 
are generally poor ſpirited wretches in all governmen <4 
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chat have no other merit that to improve tales, and 
feed the ears of their ſuperiors with nauſeous flat- 
tery and lies. | 
| was ſent for to the viceroy, and examined concern- 
ing theſe reports; and I fo far incenſed him with my 
replies to his queſtions, that if I had not met with 
ſome friends that palliated the matter, I don't know 
how far his reſentment would have carried him. I 
was diſmiſſed with my liberty, but with a multitude 
of menaces, if for the future I ever gave my tongue 
another looſe; and I ſoon found the effects of his re- 
ſentment, by loſing a {mall place in the government; 
but as providence had put me above wanting it, I was 
not much grieved at the loſs. 5 1 
My wife begged me to remove from Lima, a place 
where I had received ſo many inſults; and it was not 
improbable but I might receive more; which proved 
but too true. wh 
In a few days after I had appeared before the vice- 
roy, the maid that was forced away, by miſtaking her 
for my wife, came home, miſerably ill-uſed, and 
brought me a letter from the ungrateful Don Roderigo, 
which you may read if you pleaſe: upon that he 
took the letter out of his pocket, and I found it as fol- 
lows, : 
I Declare myſelf your inveterate enemy, tho' I have no 
juſt reaſon to be ſo ; you may be ſure my enmity is root- 
ed for ever in my heart, and I ſhall have no reſt in this 
world till thou art out of it. I ſhould not perhaps be ſo 
free in declaring my mind in writing, if I was not very 
well aſſured, by publiſhing it will do thee no good, 1 
have ſo much honour in me ſtill, at to aſſure thee, I would 
venture my life to hazard thine, and if I have ever the 
opportunity, I ſhall put it to the hazard; therefore- be 
well guarded whenever thou appeareſt abroad, Minds 


— 


| like mine are never appeaſed. I always was a villain, 


but had ſo much cunning to hide it from the world till 

now this affair has publiſhed it. And be aſſured I ſhall 
ſtudy every way to compaſs my revenge, whilſt I am 
ee er eo op * 

The 
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The inſolence of this letter was not to be born, and 
I was as impatient to meet him, as he could be to meet 
with me; and I muſt own to you, I thirſted for his 
blood, for his uſage was beyond the nature of man to 
bear. I examined the poor girl of what ſhe knew of 
the wretch, who informed me that they put her into 
a coach, and carried her a league out of town ; but 
when they found their miſtake, the uſage ſhe bore 
from them was inſupportable, and the brute Roderigo 
told his ſervants, if they pleaſed to make uſe of her in 
the vileſt manner, they were welcome. 'The wretches 
that ſerved ſuch a villain, muſt have very near the 
fame ſentiments of honour and honeſty, or they would 
ſeek another-maſter ; they were too forward to neglect 
ſuch a cruelty, and four of them by turns raviſhed her. 
Strangers to the nature of the wretches, who are ſu- called 
periors in this part of the world, would imagine fuch of he 
deeds ſhould find puniſhment by law: But alas! ju- mont 


ſtice is fled the place, and we may expect more mercy but a 
from the worſt of cannibals, than is to be found here. thoug 
The poor creature in a little time felt the further et- Com 


fects of their cruelty ; for they gave her a diſtemper WE it will 
that ended her life, 
Before her death ſhe gave me knowledge of the place Wh bold 
where they led her; for they had not any caution in ſee 1 
their villanous proceeding, but as ſoon as they had gra- I gave 
tified their luſt and cruelty, turned her out of doors, to ſta 
I had no further need of any thing to whet my re- he cr 
venge ; but I muft own, the death of this unfortunate befor 
creature added fuel to the fire, My wife wasalmoſt charg 
diſtracted at the unhappy accident, and had no other in fin 
confolation, but that ſhe had efcaped their cruel hands. death 
I did not acquaint her with my intention of ſeeking I did 
this villain, but I made it my only buſineſs; I went to piſtol 
the place the poor maid had directed me, where I had fortu 
information that he had left the place, and now refided fuſior 
in Lima. I was very ſorry he had changed his habi- WF me. 
tation, becauſe I ſhould find it a more difficult thing on eq 
to execute my refentment with ſafety in Lima, But Juſteſſ 
however I fent him the following letter. him f 
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d T HY uſage to me it not to be born; therefore if thou 

haſt that ſpirit, which I much queſtion from thy uil- 
is WM lay, for villains are always cowards, meet me in St. 
0 Juſtin's field to-morrow at fix in the morning: as ¶ ima- 
of MW gine there is no ſecond in thy villany. I. ſball empect thee 
0 alone, and I hope thou wilt not fail to meet the injured 


it | __  ALonxo DR CasTo. 
re I choſe St. Juſtin's field, for the conveniency of a 
0 ſmall public houſe which overlooked it, where I went 


in before day, that I might diſcover if he came alone; 
es for I had but little reaſon to expect fair play from ſuch 
* a villain, When the time came, I ſaw him go by the 
ld WH houſe alone; I let him paſs me, to ſee if he was not 
c. followed by any of his curſed crew; but finding none 
r. I haſted after him into the middle of the field, and 
u- called to him; he turned about, and with the image 
ch of hell in his face; he cried, I thought your reſent- 
u- ment would have brought you firſt into the field: 
cy but as I am here before you, it ſpeaks me no coward, 
e. though your vile ſcrawl would intimate as much. 
F- Come, ſaid I, no words, thy breath is poifon to me, 
er it will infect the air; only this, Sir, ſaid he, as you 
had not named any particular weapon, i have made 
ce bold to bring a pair of piſtols with me, and to let you 
in ſee I have ſome honour, you ſhall take your choice. 
A- gave him no anſwer, but took one, and we agreed 
'S, to ſtand at ſuch a diſtance. As I was going'to fire, 
e- he cried out, Hold! I will tell you one ſecret more 
te before we engage, and that is this; your viſto] ly | 
»it charged with powder, but mine with ball, which I put 
er WW in fince you made the choice; and now prepare for 
Is. death; be aſſured this is the laſt moment of thy life, - 
2 I did not give myſelf time to anſwer, but fired my 
to WM piſtol, and then hurled it at him, and had the good 
Tel fortune to cut him in the face with it; and in th con- 
2d fuſion and ſurpriſe his piſtol went off without burting 
i- me. Now, ſgid I, thou wreich? we are once more 
Ng on equal terms,” and heaven, I hope, will favour the 
ut juſteſt cauſe. We drew, and in à few paſlcs, I laid 
him for dead on the * though in e 
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I had received a dangerous wound in the breaſt. 1 
went home, notwithſtanding my hurt, and ſent ſe- 
cretly for a ſurgeon of my acquaintance, who dreſſed 
me, and told me I was in no danger. 

My wife was very much gricved at the accident, tho 
ſhe could not but be pleaſed atRoderig!'s death: yet her 
fears increaſed, as imagining I ſhould ſuffer for it by 
the violent temper of the vicerby: but her grief began 
to blow over, when, in ſeveral days after, no inquiry 
was made, nor even any notice taken of his death. 

I was very much ſurpriſed at it, imagining I had 
really killed him. os 

As ſoon as my wound was well, I went to the little 
houſe to enquire if they Enew any thing of the body; 
(for the owner of the houſe was formerly my tervant, 
and a man of much probity, who knew all my ſtory ;) 
he informed me, that a little while after I paſt by his 
houſe home again, five perſons ran that way, and 
coming to the body ſeemed to mourn over it, and 
went the road that leads to St. Dominic; a village a- 
bout half a mile from the place where we fought, _ 

I imagined they had buried him privately in that 
village, and went home to acquaint my wife, who ſhar- 
ed my contentment. q £5 | | 
I now went abroad as | was wont, and all the diſcourſe 
was of Don Roderigo's ſudden ens rug", Servants 
and all had left his houſe, but no one ſuſpected any 
thing of his death. Some of my acquaintance told me, 
thengSined this to be ſome trick of his, and that 
he only lay dormant to meditate ſome miſchief to me. 
I ſcemed to come into their fears, but in my mind 


flighted their advice, as imagining I had nothing to 


fear. I paſt a whole month without any danger at 
all; but as 1 was going one day acroſs the bridge to a 
ware houſe I had in the ſuburbs, a fetlow came up 
to me, and privately aſked me if I would be his chap- 
man for ſome Eaſt India goods. He told me a long ſto- 
ry, that he was obliged to make up a cargo and leave 
this part of the world, for his credit began to fail, 
and if he did not get away ſpeedily, his creditors * 
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lay him up. We went to a neighbouring tavern, where 
he read me his bill of parcels. He told me he had been 
encouraged to offer his goods to me, from the fair- 
neſs of my character; and was coming to wait on me 
when he had the good fortune to meet me. The next 
day was agreed on for me to go and view the goods, 
for I was not to pay for them till they were brought 


to my warehouſe. Accordingly, as appointed, I went 


to the houſe of the perſon, in the Benedictine ſtreet. 
I was ſhown into a room till the goods were brought ; 
but as I was looking on ſome paintings, five men ruth- - 
ed out of the cloſet in the room, and ſeized me. They 
diſarmed me, took out every thing that was in my 
pockets, went out, and locked me in. Vou may ima- 
gine the ſurpriſe I was in, which was very much in- 
creaſed when I ſaw my enemy Don Roderigo enter the 
room. I, in my confuſion, thought I had ſeen a ghoſt, 
for he looked very pale; but he ſoon convinced me 
of the contrary. And have I got you at laſt? ſaid he: 
I now will revenge myſelf at leifure ; but to complete 
my revenge, I have ſent a token for your wife, that I 
may raviſh her before thy face; and then III deviſe 
tortures to rack every joint about thee, He gave me - 
to know that he had ſent my watch for a token, and 
that ſhe would bring ſuch a ſum of money to pay for 
the goods. The torment of my ſoul no tongue can ex- 
preſs; and I am affured, if they had not taken my 
iword from me, I had put an end to my wretched lik: . 

The inhuman villain inſulted me ſo much, that L 
ruſhed upon him, unarmed as I was, and had ca- 
tainly choaked him, if his wicked aſſiſtants had noc 
drapged me from him. 19 , 

It is well, ſaid he, I have no other paſſion but luſt 
reigning in my breaſt at this inſtant; mn when I have 
ſated my deſires on thy wife, I'll then add another 
pang for this uſage; but in the mean time I'll leave 
you to think of this matter alone, for I fancy you 
don't much care for my company. | 

As ſoon as he had made an end of this ſpeech, he 


and his gang went out, and faſtened the door on the 


X 2 N A other 


Ir 
1 
0 
i 
| 


a — — —ñ— 
— — — = 
— — — ͤ — — 


— — —— a - 
EET SE IEEE —— I” 


Ls SC PILE 


244 TRE ADVENTURES or 


other fide, I'll give you leave to imagine the confu- 
ſion of my thoughts. I remained ſome time without 
moving; but accidentally caſting my eyes on the door, 
I obſerved there was a bar to ſhut it on the infide. I 
immediately barred it, and began to look about to ſee 
if I could find any thing for my defence ; bur to my 
grief could perceive nothing. I entered the clofer, and 
ſearched there, but to no purpoſe. Looking upon the 


floor of the cloſer, I perceived one of the boards ſeem- 


ed to be looſe: I effayed to pull it up, but wanted 
ſome engine to effect it. J at laſt thought of the bar 
of the door, ran to it, and by main force wrenched it 


from the ftaple; for I thought if it would not ſerve 
me to make my eſcape, it would ſerve me to defend 


myſelf: but I eaſily forced up the board, and with my 
bar. beat down the ceiling under me. I was refolved 
to explore the hidden place, whatever was the conſe- 
quence; for it could not be worſe than to remain 
where I was. I therefore ventured down, tho' ſome- 
thing of a difficult deſcent ; for the joiſts were ſo cloſe 


together, I had much ado to force my body through, 


but at laſt, With much difficulty, 1 preſſed through, 
and had a deſperate fall ro the ground. d 

ſoon found I had got into a cooper's cellar, for 
there were ſeveral pipe-ſtaves, and tools to work with, 
I ſeized upon ſome of them, and by force wrenched 
open the cellar door, which led me once more into 
the ſtreet before Don Roderigo's houſe. I did not give 
myſelf time to confider, but ran towards the bridge 
to get to my own houſe; and juſt as I entered the Cor- 
deliers ſtreet, I met niy wife with ber maid, and the 
wretch that had decoyed me to the houſe; I ran up- 
on him, ſcized him by the throat, and flung him over 
the bridge, where he met with the reward of h's villa- 
ny. I had not power of ſpeech to inform my wife of 
the accident, but made ſigns for her to go home, By 
this time it was dark; and the profligate villain Don 
Roderigo, fancying his curſed emiffary ſtaid too long, 
came out of his door which faced the bridge. As 
Joon as I diſcovered him, I ran towards him, and ** 
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ed him : now villain, ſaid I, I will not part with thee 
till chou haſt rendered up thy ſoul to hell. We both 
ſtruggled, and I kept him down; but the reſt of his 
f company coming up to his afliſtance, I quitted him; 
and running to ſee if I could meet with ſome one arm- 
ed, I had the good fortune to light on you. As ſoon 
4 as I received your ſword, I ran back, and juſt met 
the villain as he was entring his door.” I ran the wea- 
pon into his very heart; and I believe you were a bet- 
4 ter witneſs of his death than myſelf, being you were 
found near the body. 


i As ſoon as I ſaw him fall, I made the beſt of my 
1 way home, not imagining you would meet with any 
id farther damage than the loſs of your {word, 

\ The darkneſs of the night, I fancy, concealed me 
4 from the ſervants that came to the aſſiſtance of their 
7 maſter, for I never once was ſuſpected; or perhaps if 
in they did know me, fear kept them from diſcovering me. 
8 When I heard of your trial, I came myſelf into 
& court, and if yon had been condemned, reſolved to 
b, have diſcovered the truth; but finding you were to 


h be baniſhed to Baldima, I concealed the fact, imagining 
I had it in my power to gain your freedom, by paying 
9 your ranſom; which was the reaſon I came now to 
h wait upon you, to offer you my ſervice in that or any 
4d thing elſe that lies in my power. I returned him thanks 
* for his offer; and conſidering his ſtory, I told him I 
was glad I was in ſome fort an inſtrument of his re- 
venge. He would force upon me a ring, and two hun- 
dred pieces of gold, and begged he might be ranked 
in the number of my friends. He made me many viſits, 
and once brought his wife with him. She was a very 
handſome woman, and ſeemed to have a great deal of 
wit, She made me ſeveral very handſome dompliments 
in behalf of her huſband, and begged I would accept 
of their pictures ſet round with fine oriental pearls, 

He accompanied me on board when our veſſel was 


« to {et fail, Lauer, in the captain's hands freſh provi- 
ſion, and ſeveral ſorts of good liquor to comfort me 


in my voyage. ln | 1 
X 3 I had 
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perceived two fail making towards us. 1 muſt own 
I had no defire to engage, being fo richly laden; and 


no getting from them without fighting, we were as 


ment; and when we had got all things in readineſs, 


us. I ordered every failor to load as many arms as 
they could, and not to fire a gun till I gave them or- 
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I had the happineſs to have pirates for my fellow. 
ufferers ; and the viceroy had given out, to take off 
all cenſure from him, that I encouraged them in their 
Piracy. | | | 

We took our leaves, with proteſtations of a laſtin 
friendſhip; and I lived as merrily as I could, till the 
day we had the good fortune to meet with you, which 
has not given me any reaſon to change my humour, 


WE were mightily diverted with the relation of Don 
Pedro, and I found I was not deceived when l took 
him for a man that underſtood the world. 2 

We had now gained the ſtraits of Gibralter'; and 
had entered the Mediterranean fea : but I muſt confeſs 
J could not fee the 4frican ſhore, without numbers of 
fighs for misfortunes paſt ; and [ found my griefs re- 
newed with the remembrance : and all the mitigation 
I had, was the affectionate concern from Don Ferdi- 
and, to whom I had told my whole ſtory. We had 
not made a day's fail in the Mediterranean, ere we 


therefore, by the advice of both the ſhip's company, 
made all the fail I could to avoid them, But our vef- 
fels being foul with ſo long a voyage, and never once 
cleaned during our whole courſe, they gained upon 
us,. do. what we could. When we found there was 


much determined on the other hand to fight our ſhips 
to the bottom of the ſea rather than ſurrender, Hav- 
ing fixed this reſolution, we prepared for the engage- 


we leſſened our fails that they might come up to 


ders; but as ſoon as ever they had fired the great 
guns, to diſcharge their ſmall arms upon them. | 
could not prevail upon Don Ferdinand io keep beloy, 
though I ſaw fear ſtrongly painted in his face. When 
they came within piſtol ſhot. of our ſhiꝑ they hailes 
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us, and commanded us to ſtrike immediately, We 
made no other anſwer than with our guns and ſmall 
arms, which ſurpriſed them, and did them a great 
deal of damage in their rigging ; for cutting the top- 
ſail halliards with our ſhot, the topſail fell down up- 
on the cap, and hindered their ſhip's way very much; 
and I believe we might have made our eſcape. - But I 
perceived the Villars was hard put to it, (our Spaniſh 
E whom I had named the Villar, in re- 
membrance of that dear one) By this time we were 
prepared again, and I ordered every man, as ſoon as 
they had diſcharged, to lie flat upon their bellies till 
we had received the fire of the enemy; which accord- 
ingly we did. They fired in upon us, but killed us 
not one man. Then our hands roſe up altogether, 
and fired in our ſmall ſhot. - 

We had fo damaged their rigging with this broad- 
fide, that we fell aſtern till we were charged again: 
and then I gave our men orders to fire into the body 
of the ſhip, and point their guns low on purpoſe ; 
which we ſoon found had the defired effect: for they 
had ſeveral ſhots between wind and water, fo that they 
were obliged to heel the ſhip on the ſtarboard fide, to 
prevent the water running in on the larboard. Fee- 
ing there was not much to be feared from her, bore 
down to aſſiſt the Villars, becauſe ſhe was over-match- 
ed, But when her antagoniſt found my deſign, and 
underſtood the condition of the other ſhip, ſhe made 
all the fail ſhe could, and fled for it. We did not 
think fit to follow her, but ſent a boat on board, to: 
enquire. how it ſtood with them in the Villars. They 
fent me word they had loſt eight men, had three: 
wounded,. and were very much mauled in their rig- 
ging, as well as their hull, and had received a. ſhot 
between wind. and water, and the ſhip leaked verx 
much. I bade them ſearch for the leak; but there 
was no coming at it; therefore I ordered them to get 
out as many of the goods as they could, and bring 
them on board me. The weather proving very fa- 


vourable,, che; went to wor as faſt as chey could. 
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Our men brought me word, that the ſhip we had 
engaged was ſinking. They fired ſeveral guns for 
aſſiſtance, and their conſort being almoſt out of fight, 
I bore down to help them all I could ; but before we 
could come to them ſhe ſunk to the bottom. The 

men had put out their long-boat and barge, and were 
g got in them, and made towards us. As Hon as they 
came within hearing, they called out for Quarter, 
which 1 promiſed them they ſhould have. There 
were 123 of them; and as their number exceeded 
ours, we were obliged to confine them, for fear they 
ſhould take it in their heads to ſet upon us. 

The captain was killed in the engagement, but the 
lieutenant informed me they were two Men- of. war, of 
forty guns each, ſet out from Barcelona to cruiſe upon 
the coaſt; and manned each with two hundred men: 
but the reſt of their crew were either killed, or being 
wounded, ſunk with the ſhip. 1 did not think it pro- 
per to carry them to Italy, for fear it ſhould prove 
prejudicial to Don Antonia; and underſtanding that 
in removing the goods on board the FVillars, they had 
found out the leak and ſtopped it, I intended to put 
them on board her, and give them the ſhip with their 
liberty; but firſt I ordered out the guns and ammuni- 
tion, and her goods, leaving them nothing but pro- 
viſion and water, which they returned me many thanks 
for, and ſo we parted. 28 

The next day there aroſe ſuch a ſtorm as we had 
never felt before, and continued in the utmoſt violence 
for fourteen days, ſo that now we were in danger of 
drowning; and I believe moſt would have parted with 
their wealth to have been ſafe on ſhore. Ar laſt we 
diſcovered land, but were very much ſurpriſed to find 
it Candia, for now we began to be in fear of the T urkiſh 
pirates. So we reſolved to ſteer for Zant as faſt as we 
could, and there make dividend of our prize-money 
and goods. And accordingly we arrived there ſafely 

September 3. 1696. +, s 

This iſland of Zant belongs to the Venetians, there- 
fore we were out of danger from the Turks. The 

town, 
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town, which bears the ſame name with the iſland, is 
above a mile in length, ſeated upon a beach of the 
bay. It is built moſtly of ſtone, and has a noble look 
from the ſea, To the weſt of the town ſtands the 
caſtle, built on a high and very ſteep hill, where moſt 
of the merchants dwell, and is very near as big as the 
city below. It is a biſhop's ſee, and the governor is 
of the nobflity of Venice. The chief commodines they 
deal in are wine, oil, and currants, which are eſteem- 
ed of the beſt growth, They grow on vines like other 
grapes, and are gathered in July, and then packed in 
hogſheads ready for the merchants. PLD, x; 
Our men being well pleaſed they were out of dan- 
ger, and in a place where wine was to be bought cheap, 
trafficked ſo much for that commodity, that moſt of 
them fell into dangerous diſcaſes ; therefore I rcfoly- 


with a good harbour, not inhabited, where they would 
not be under the like temptation; ſo we came to an 
anchor there, Sept. 8. I ordered twelve guns on ſhore, 
and raiſed a platform capable of defending us from 
the inſults of the enemy. In a pleaſant green we put 
up a large tent, and others ſmaller by it, for the offi - 
cers and ſailors: but I having but one bed put up on 
ſhore, Don Ferdinand was forced to lie with me, tho? - 
as I thought very unwillingly. Our ſharing the rea- 
dy money took us up four days; I reſerved a fourth 
part to my owners, which amounted to upwards of 
ſixty thouſand pounds; and a twelfth part for myſelf, 
which, with what preſents and other things that Thad, 
amounted to the value of 50,000 pound. Every ſai- 
lor from firſt to laſt ſhared above twelve hundred 
pound a piece; but when we came to divide the goods, 
we knew not which way to go about itz ſo with one 
common conſent of the ſailors, I was obliged to ac- 
cept of them without paying one penny for them. 


We ſer fait for Oſtia the next day, after we had fi- 


niſhed our dividend, and arrived there Nov. 1. after a 
voyage of two years and ſeven months, and the rich- 
eſt prize that ever came into any port of Haly. I ſent 
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a letter to Don A-:tonio, to give him notice of my ar- 
rival, and advice to come and take care of his cargo, 
In two days, he, Donna Iſabella, and her little ſon, 
came on board in a pleaſure boat. I found they were 
in mourning, and I told them I was afraid to aſk 
them who it was; for they informed me that Iſabel. 
la's father had been dead above two years, but they 
had reſolved never to wear any other colour, till they 
had ſeen me, Never was a more tender meeting be- 
tween friends, than between us ; and I muſt confeſs, 
for ſome time all my cares lay huſhed, | | 

When I came to inform Don A1onta of the wealth 
I had brought home, he ſtood amazed: for beſides the 
money which l told him of, the goods I had on board 
exceeded in value the freight I went out with. I could 
hardly prevail upoh him to accept of ſuch a ſum of 
money, till I informed him it was but barely his due, 
and that I had very near as much to my own ſhare, 

I preſented Don Ferdinand to Antonio and his lady, 
who ſeemed yery much pleaſed with him; and Don 
Pelro, out of his free merry humour, told me, he 
hoped I would not forget him, becauſe he was older, 
for he thought he had more right to my friendſhip 
than Don Ferdinand, being he was an older acquain- 
tance, I let them into ſome of his life and humour; 
they received him very friendly ; and we all went to 
Don Antenie's Villa together, 

After ſtaying a week, I began to be tired with ſo 
much pleaſure, and therefore begged leave of Don 


Antonio to viſit Rome, only to ſhew Don Ferdinand 


that celebrated place. Don Antonio ſent before to his 
palace to prepare for our reception, and the next day 
we followed. We vititcd all the rarities, ancient and 
modern, where we might ſee the grandeur of the an- 
cient Romans by thoſe ſtupendous ruins ſtill left. As 
Rome was formerly a nurſery of war and greatneſs, it 
is now a nurſery of arts, but chiefly painting, archi- 


tecture, and muſic. There have flouriſhed in one 


century Lanfranio, Dominichino, Pietro du Cortona, the 
Poſſine's, Camaſſei, Guercin du Cenio, Chivoli, Andrea 
. oy Sacchi, 
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Kicchi, the immortal Raphael, Hannibal Carache, Guido, 
Reno, Mutiano, and many more, excellent in the art 
of painting. Then Palladio, Vitruvius, Scammuzi, 
Poz za, and many more, famous for architecture. Then 
the divine Corelli for muſic, whoſe ſweer compoſitions 
will be always new; and we may ſay by him, as a 
great Engliſh poet ſaid of our countryman ,Shakeſpear, 
that the former pulied- up the roots of muſic, as the 


latter of poetry, and tranſplanted them into their own 


gardens, where all thoſe that follow, muſt borrow a 
branch from them. | WT 5 ö 

I ſhall not ſay any more of Rome, nor of Naples, 
where we went once more, upon Don Fer dinand's ac- 
count, I would have perſuaded him to have begun his 


ſtudies at Reme, for I ſuppoſed him a Roman Ca:ho- 


lic, but he would not hear of it, and begged he might 
go with me into England, which I promiſed him he 
thould _ | | 
Donna Iſahella had an orphan couſin that lived with 
her, of a vaſt fortune, beautiful to a miracle ; who 
having ſeen Don Ferdinand, fell deſperately in love 
with him; but he did not ſeem to have the leaſt re- 
gard for her, Don Antonin diſcovered to me the ſe- 
cret, and pitying by experience his kinſwoman, de- 
fired I would forward the match. But when Don 
Ferdinand underſtood my deſires, he fell upon his 
knees, and begged I would never mention it more ; for 
he had made a ſolemn reſolution never to marry any 


woman breathing. I preſſed him all I could, and lad 


the folly of ſuch a raſh reſolution before him ; but 
it was preaching to a tempeſt, and all my arguments 
bad no power upon him. On the otier hand, 
the merry Don Pedro was as deep in love with 
Donna Felicia, which was the name of the orphan 
lady. But his manner of courtſhip was ſo odd and 
out of the way, that he cauſed more diverſion than we 
could have imagined, If ſhe went to bed, he would 
lay himſelf down at her chamber door, and ſing ſongs - 
all night; that if ſhe had any inclination to have reſt- 
ed, he was reſolved ſhe ſhould not; and he would 

Nt | often 
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often ſay he intended to plague her into a compliance, 
If ſhe went into the garden, he was ſure to follow her 
cloſe; or even at church, he would often tell her, it 


was in vain to pray for a bleſſing from heaven, 


when ſhe was committing murder with every look, 
In ſhort, he would often force a ſmile from the afflict- 
ed lady herſelf, 

I was ſtill endeayouring with Don Ferdinand to for- 
get his raſh vow : but he defired me, in ſuch moving 
terms, not to entreat him further, that I reſolved ne- 
ver to trouble him any more upon that theme. Not- 
withſtanding which, | begged of D:zma T/abella to try 
what ſhe could do with him, for I imagined complai- 
ſance might work more upon him than friendſhip. 
She ſent for him into her cloſet, and they remained to- 
gether ſeveral hours ; and I was very much pleaſed the 
next day to fee him walking in-the garden, only with 
Donna Felicia I did not think it proper to interrput 
them; but when I had an opportunity, I declared my 
ſatisfaction, and told him J eaſily forgave his not comply- 
ing with me, and yielding to the perſuaſion of Donna 
Iſabella. He ſeemed in ſome confuſion at what I ſaid 
to him, which I attributed to his denying me, and his 
condeſcenſion to Donna Iſabella. But in a few days 
after that, I was ſomething more ſurpriſed to ſee Don 
Pedro eagerly addrefling Donna Felicia, and ſhe regard- 
ing him more favourable than uſual. And my ſur- 
priſe was increaſed, when Donna [/abelia told me the 
nuptial day was fixed between Don Pedro and Donna 
Felicia, I told her I was very well pleaſed the lady 
had ſo ſoon forgot her violent paſſion ; but I added, 
that the ſtronger the flame, the. ſhorter the duration. 
If fo, returned Donna Iſabella, we may may hope your 
paſſion is buried long ſince. I told her, I did not 
love like others, for | was reſolved to carry mine with 
me to the grave. By what I have formerly heard, re- 
turned Donna Iſabella, from you, as well as my huſ- 
band, you have not the leaſt glimpſe of hopes, Ma- 
dam, ſaid ], that is the reaſon I muſt deſpair ; for no 
other fire ſhall ever warm my breaſt, but what was, 
| ; TILE | kindled 
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kindled there by my firſt flame. We had much diſ- 
courſe upon the ſame ſubject, and Donna Iſabella told 
me at laſt, I was a pattern for all faithful lovers. 
When we were at Naples, I had provided goods, 
and conveniency of ſending to St. Salvador, according 
to my promiſe given to Don Jaques; and the veſſel 
being to touch at ia, was to ſend to me for my let- 
ters to Don Jaques. I defired Don Ferdinand to write 
to his father; but he begged to be excuſed, for fear 
it ſhould fall into the hands of his lady; and for the 
ſame reaſon he begged I would be cautious how I 
mentioned him. I told him he ſhould fee what I had 
wrote befaxe I ſent it; which was as follows, 


SIR, | | 
I Know not hyw to make you acknowledgments ſufficient 

for thoſe favours ſo generouſly conferred upon me; and 
the manner of doing it ſtamps a double value on the ob- 
ligation. If there is no way to repay the mighty debt, 
yet I ſhall, with the utmoſt gratitude, remember Don 
Jaques, and his kind benefits. I have done myſelf the 
honour to ſend you thoſe things you were deſirous of, the 
laſt time I bad the happineſs of conver ſing with you : 
which I beg you will accept, only for this reaſon, that 
you may ſee you ſhall ever live in the remembrance of 
one, who ſhall think it the beſt good fortune can befal 
him, to ſubſcs ibe himſelf | | Tor 
| Your ſincere friend and ſervant, 

ROBERT BOYLE. 


P. S. I alſo beg you to give my humble duty to your 


good lady and virtuous daugb er; and be aſſured, what= 


ever you have given me in charge ſhall ha ue ihe ſame re. 
gard, as if an immortal ſpirit had deſcended from above, 
aud written your commiſſion in my heart. Whatever let- 
ters you are pleaſed to honour me: with, direct for me at 
the palace of Antonio de Alvares in Rome, who will 
take care to ſeud them to me wherever I am ; for as 
yet I am undetermined where to ſettle myſelf, but I haue 
England in view. | | 7 


* : I wrote 
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I wrote this letter in the Portugueſe language, and 
ſhewed it to Don Ferdinand, who approved of what 
I had written. | | 

I had diſpoſed of the reſt of my goods on board, 
and the money amounted to upwards of fifteen thou- 
ſaod pound; but I could not prevail upon Don Auto- 
nia to accept of one penny. 

No, my dear friend, ſaid he, you have already 
brought me to the fortune of a nobleman ; tho! it is 
not worldly wealth I covet, I] have all the earth con- 
tains in the polleflion of my adorable wife: and even 
that, my greateſt happineſs, is owing to you; and all 
the allay of joy I have, is, that I cannot fee you as 
bleſt as I am. But, continued he, time that wears out 
all things, will, I hope, cure this amorous ſickneſs of 
your ſoul, I let him know my grief was as fixed as 
deſtiny, and I had nothing elſe to do but to wing to 
the place where the joy of my life did once reſide; 
with this only hope, that the lively imaginatian of my 
loſs would put an end to all my ſorrows, by ſinking 
me into the arms of death, J * 

He was ſo very much concerned for me, that he 
could not avoid ſhedding tears; and uſed all the a gu- 
ments he could to perſuade me to refide in Italy. I 


told him I had more reaſon to go for my native coun» |. 


try than what I had given him, and that was the edu- 
cation of young Don Ferdinand, who begged to culti- 
vate his ſtudies in England. 

I turned all my money into bills of exchange, well 
knowing the caſuslies that attend travellers; and [ 
iatended to go by land toFlardery with Don Ferdinand, 
my two faichful [dians, and one ſervant more. 

All my Span-/þ ſailors that I had picked vp by the 
way, had by my conſent their diſcharge, and were 
gone to their ſeveral homes, in circumſtances beyond 
their expectations; though they all declared, if L in- 
tended for another voyage, they would never forſake 
we. Some of my Engliſh ſailors had married Italian 
women, and ſo deſigned to ſettle in Italy. | 

Whea I defired Don Antonio to take charge 9 
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ſhip, he told me he had nothing to do with it, declar- 

ing it was mine, and therefore deſired I would make 

no more words about it; for, ſaid he, you don't know 

| but you may meet with ſomething to change your 

| mind, and we may have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing you 
once more. 

In a few days after this, the nuptials were celebrat- 
ed between Don Pedro and Dyna Felicia, who de- 
ſigned for Spain, as ſoon as I left Italy, where he in- 
tended to take up the mortgage of his eſtate, the time 
being almoſt expired. I muſt own, the uncertainty - 
of womens tempers gave me much reflexion ; and L 
thought this marriage was a very odd thing. | 

I now began to think of my journey ; but firſt I 
ordered a goldſmith to make me every way the ſame 
parcel of plate as I received as a preſent from Don 
Jaques de Ramirez, which preſented to Donnalſabella, 

that ſhe might remember me. She gave me many 
thanks for it, but ſeemed very unwilling to accept of 
it a great while. I told her, as mecrily as I could, if 
ſhe made any more words about it, I would return 
her the ſhip that bore her name, and would be no 
longer under her command. Well, ſaid ſhe, I'll ac- 
cept it; but as you allow me to be your owner, III 
give you orders in writing, that you muſt not break 
open till you come in ſuch a laticude, that is, a fort- 
- night after you are ſettled in England, I promiſed to 
obey her punctually. The next day ſhe gave me a 


ſealed paper, which, ſhe told me, were the oiders 
[ ſhe mentioned. 
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d, 1 had given my lieutenant charge of the ſhip, with 
directions to make for Briſtol wich all the expedition 

1E practicable. - 

re 


The next day, being Feb. 6. 1696, I took my leave 
of all my acquaintance ; and notwithſtanding I am 
not uſed to weep, could not for bear ſhedding ſome 
(ears at parting with ſuch true friends as Don Aitonio 
and his lady had proved. I rode the firſt day over- 
whelmed with melancholy, and not one thought of 
being poſſeſſed of ſuch a fortune, from nothing, in ſo 


Y 2 | ſhort 
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ſhort a time, ever entered my breaſt. But ſeeing Don 
Ferdinand by his countenance partake of my ſorrow, 
I was forced to appear much leſs melancholy, to ob- 
lige him to be fo too, "to 

{ would have ſhewn him the rarities of Italy in our 
travels, but he ſeemed very little inclined to curioſity ; 
and we arrived at Atwerp without any adventure. 
We ſtaid ſome time there to recover the " ns of our 
journey, but more upon Don Ferdinand's account, 
being he was ſomething indiſpoſed, having never tra- 
velled on horſe-back fo far before. * 
As we approached the town, he and my Indians were 
furpriſed to ſee the manner of begging. The boys 
and girls would run before you, and of a ſudden ſtop 
fort, ſtand upon their heads, and clap their hands, 
iaying their prayers all the while, 

The city of Antwerp is finely ſeated upon the river 
Scheld; it is very well fortified, and upon the walls 
are planted trees that give an agreeable ſhade, and 
make it pleaſant walking, The caſtle, both ſtrong 
and beautiful, was founded by the Duke of Alva. 
The city in bigneſs may compare with Briſtol; their 
ſtreets ſpacious, and houſes very magnificent. 'The 
church of Sancta Mas ia, their cathedral, is a furperb 
building; and of that neatneſs, that the emperor 
Charles the fifth, of Germany, would often ſay, It was 
oily fit te be kept in a caſe. The inſide is as glorious 
and neat as the outſide. The paintings were perform- 
ed by Sir Peter Paul Rubens, an inhabitant of Antwerp, 
and are equal to any thing that ever he did. Thefe- 
/riits church is alſo very beautiful, adorned with a- 
bundance.of curious marble pillars, and all the pan- 
nels painted by the ſame hand as the other. There 
are ſeveral more beautiful churches and chapels ; but 
as theſe mentioned are the chief, we ſhall take no 
farther notice of them. | * 

The third of April, having pretty well recovered 
our fatigue by a reſt of ten days, we ſet out for Calais, 
being the ſhorteſt cut to Dover, and arrived there, 
April the fixth, making ſhort ſtages. 

— From 
- 


Caprain ROBERT BOYLE 257 


From this place we might behold the white cliffs of 
Dover. I muſt own I had ſome ſecret ſatisfaction in 
viewing my native country; and the next day, early 
in the morning, we embarked, and reached the town 
by noon, having a very favourable paſlage, Here 
landing, I had like to have loſt one of my Indians. 
Slinging his horſes into the boat, he would get upon. 
the back of one of them, thinking he would get out 
quietly. But juſt upon the inſtant, a veſſel riding by 
the Pcer fired a gun, and frighted the horſe to ſuch a 
degree, that he plunged into the ſea, and ſwam from 
the ſhore; and the /ndian being thrown off with the 
ſtart, had his foot ſo entangled in the ſtirrup, that, not- 
withſtanding his {kill in ſwimming, he mult have incvi- 
tably periſhed, if the other Indian, ſeeing the misfor - 
tune, had not plunged in, and with a knife cut the 
ſtring. He then took the horſe by the briddle with 
one hand, and ſwimming with the other, brought 
him ſaſe to ſhore. 

Don Ferdinand not being over-pleaſed with riding 
on horſeback, we took the flying-coach the next day, 
and ſafely arrived at London. 1 ordered my Eugliſſi 
ſervant and the two Indians, with our baggage, to 
make two days of it; and gave them directions to wait 
at the place where the coach inned, till Iſent for them. 

When we arrived at London, I did not care to go 
to any of my acquaintance, but rather choſe to lie at 
a Bagnio for a day or two; but 1 ſent privately for my 
uncle's clerk, that had endeavoured to prevent my 
being kidnapped by putting a letter in my pocket, 
mentioned in the beginaing of this relation, He 
came to me according to my defire, but was over-joy- 
ed and ſurpriſed to lee me, though he hardly knew 
me at firſt, for I had not ſent him my name. 

He informed me that my uncle had been dead above 
a year, and had left his eſtate to his eldeſt ſon, and 
his buſineſs to his youngeſt and him: but they would 
often talk of me, not believing I was in the land of 
the living; yet they had increaſed my ſmall eftate with 
th:ir utmoit care, intending, if ever I came back a- 
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gain, to reſtore it to me. I let him into my' whole 


hiſtory, and he was very much pleaſed to hear that I 
had gained ſuch a plentiful fortune; I got him to 
provide us convenient lodgings and private, for I did 
not intend to go abroad much; and alſo to go to the 
inn to fetch my ſervants. | 

My two Indians ſpoke Engliſh very well, and I had 
learnt them to write and read ; and being in modern 
habits, they were not much gazed at. 

The time being expired that I was to look into my 
commiſſion, as Donna [ſabella called it, I reſolved to 
break it open, having ſome curioſity. But it was gone, 
and notwithſtanding all my ſearch, I could not gain 
any tidings of it. I could not imagine how I ſhould 
loſe that, and nothing elſe. I muſt own I was very 
uneaſy, fearing it might be ſomething of importance 
1 was to do for Donna [/abella ; therefore I diſpatch- 
ed a letter to 7taly to tell them of my ſafe arrival, 
and my loſs of the packet, and to ſend me a freſh 
one, with directions where to write to me. ' 
While I ſtaid in town ] purchaſed an eſtate of 2000). 
a- year in Somer/etſhire, and yet had 25000 J. left, 
which J employed in the public funds. And now! 
had ſettled my eſtate, as well as the affairs of Don 
Ferdinand, I was willing to forward him in his ſtudies, 
and propoſed to. fend him to Oxford with a tutor, 
But he ſtill begged to ſtay a litile longer with me. 

I therefore took a reſolution of going to Briſtol, 
only with Don Ferdinand, and one ſervant, with no 
other buſineſs than to ſee the place where my loſt 
treaſure once lived. 5 

When we were arrived, I enquired which was the 
houſe that Mr Villars, late merchant, formerly dwelt 
in. We ſoon found it out, but were informed one 
captain Kendrick dwelt there. I was inquiſitive to 
| know if there was any tidings of one Suſan, who was 
formerly maid to Mrs Villars, daughter to the deceaſ- 
ed merchant ; and at laſt got information that ſhe 
lived at a country-houſe near the ſea-ſide. 2 
Jwent in. mediately away for the place, tho' near 
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thirty miles off, and late in the evening. Before we 
had rid far, the ſkies became gloomy, and a violent 
ſtorm threatened us, which ſoon overtook us with 
ſuch fury, that we were forced to put into a little 
houſe out of the road for ſhelter. When we came 
within, we could not ſee any body in't but a little 
child, playing with ſome toys it had before it; and 
all we could get out of it, was, tLat Mamma would 
come by and by, It was as lovely a child as ever I 
jaw, and we were ſtill admiring it, when a man and 
woman came in. They were much amazed to find 
us there; but I begged their pardon, and told them. 
the ſtorm drove us in to take ſhelter, 

The man told us we were very welcome to ſuch as 
his houſe afforded, but he feared we ſhould find bur 
poor accommodation. In ſhort, the ſtorm kept up 
its full force, and now it grew dark, and we were 
two mile from any inn: and to add to our diſtreſs, 
we were ſtrangers to the road. The man ſseing us 
ſo put to it, told us he had but two beds, but we 
ſhould be welcome to them, ſuch as they were. 

[ told him I would gratify him for his trouble, and 
thereupon gave him a guinea, He was very well 
pleaſed with my preſent, and began to fhew it in his 
looks, as well as the woman, I gave him another, 
to provide us ſomething to eat, and to take care of 
the horſes, He ſaid he had but bad ſtable-room, but 
if | pleaſed he would take my ſervant and all the hor- 
ies, with one of his own to bring him back again, 
and leave them at the inn in the neighbouring village, 
I agreed to it; and while he was gone I aſked the 
good woman many 3 ueſtions about the child which 
we ſaw there, and {Gon found it was none of their 
own, but a genilewoman's a ſtranger to them, and 
one they had never ſeen but once, Why, ſail J. 
how are you paid for the keeping of it ? She ſeemed 
amazed at my queſtion, and was ſome time before ſhe 
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that ſubject, changed the diſcourſe. Soon after the 
man came in, we went to ſupper. I would have had 
Don Ferdinand to have lain with me; but the man 
underſtanding we uſually lay aſunder, would give us 
both the beds, and they would fit up. I aſked them 
where the child lay; and they told us in a cradle, 1 
began to be concerned for the infant, though without 
giving any reaſon, When we had ſupped we went to 
bed, and had but little reſt ; and when we roſe in the 
morning, it proved fair and pleaſant, we reſolved to 
walk to the inn where our horſes were, with our hoſt 
for our guide, When we arrived, I diſmiſſed him 
with another guinea ; and would have got immediate- 
ly on horſeback, but Don Ferdinand was fo very much 
diſordered that he was not able to mount. I was ve- 
ry much concerned for his indiſpoſition, =o begged 
he would repoſe himſelf there, while I purſued my 
journey ; with a -promiſe to retura the next day, or 
ſend my ſervant for him. He conſented that it ſhould 

be fo, and 1 fer forward. | 
Coming to a place where ſeveral roads mer, I was 
confounded to know the right, and therefore was 
ſome time at a ſtand, not knowing which-to take: 
but hearing ſeveral voices in an adjacent barn, I made 
up to it on foot, giving my horſe to my man. The 
nearer | approached, the more noiſe they made; but 
I could not underſtand them. This awakened my 
curioſity, and I ſtole ſoftly to the barn, where I could 
obſerve through a crevice, unſeen, upwards of twenty 
gypſies, fitting in a buddle, with a child in the midſt 
ſtark naked, which they were rubbing over with wal- 
nut- ſhells; and every time it cried they ſet up that 
confuled noiſe : but I was very much ſurpriſed to find 
in that child the features of that I had ſeen the night 
before at my country landlord's. I beckoned my ſer- 
vant to come near with my horſes; being armed, I made 
to the barn-door, and forced it open. I aſked them, 
in an imperious manner, what they were doing with 
that child; and further affirmed they had ſtole it 
from ſuch a place, giving them to underſtand I . 
| l people 
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people coming to apprehend them. Upon hearing 
this, they all took to their heels: and ſome, I found, 
that had come there with crutches, ,ran very nimbly 
away without them ; but the child was left behind. 
I now began to conſider with myſelf what I had 
done; and that I had gotten a child, but did not 
know what to do with it. They had rubbed the poor 
thing all over with the green walnut-ſhells, that made 
it look like one ot their fraternity, By good fortune 
they had left his clothes behind them, as allo ſome 
rags, which I ſuppoſe were to be put on inſtead of 
the others, | | | | | 
My man and I dreſſed it as well as we could, and auk- 
wardly enough; but when we had finiſhed, notwith- 
ſtanding my haſte, I reſolved to go back again, and 
enquire into this affair, When we came to the inn, 
I gave the infant to the care of the woman. of the houſe 
till my return; and underſtanding Don Ferdinand was 
gone to reſt, I proceeded to my hoſt's houſe without 
diſturbing him. When we arrived there, I met the 
woman at the door. Pray, ſaid I to her, good woman, 
where's the child that I ſaw here laſt night ? Where's 
the child ? the woman replied ſharply, why the child's 
in his cradle aſleep. Let me ſee it, {aid I. No, ſaid the, 
I won't diſtu1b it for you, nor no one elſe. I told her 
peremptorily I would fee it that inſtant, in ſpite of her, 
for I feared ſome foul play. She finding me reſolute, 
and lighting from my horfe, ſaid, Well Sir, fiace ou 
are ſo deſirous, I'll go and bring it to you. When the 
was gone, I began to imagine myſelf miſtaken, and 
that children might be very like, without being the 
ſame; but I knew a guinea would ſoon reconcile her 
to my rudeneſs, I ſtaid waiting a conſiderable time, ta- 
ken up with ſeveral thoughts, and not obſerving how 
long I had waited, till my man told me the old wo- 
man was long a coming. I began to call, and nobody 
anſwering, I ordered him to go in, and ſee for her. 
He came out again, and told me ſhe-was not in the 
houſe, nor any one elſe; but that he believed the had 
ſlipped out of the back door, and got away A 
4 the 
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the garden. I began to think there was ſomething ve- 
ry extraordinary in the adventure of the child, and 
reſolved to be ſtrict in the examination, I entered 
the houſe myſelf, and ſearched, but to no purpoſe, I 
ſent my taan in the mean time in purſuit of the woman, 


But he returned without her, There was never a neigh- 


bouring houſe to enquire, nearer than the village where 
Tleft the child. So I had juſt got on horſeback in order 
to go back, when I perceived the man coming towards 
his own houſe, I ſpurred on to meet him, and he 
feemed much concerned; I ſeized him by the collar, 
and told him, I came to ſecure him for the murder 
of the child I ſaw at his houſe laſt night. The man 
was in ſuch a terrible fright at what I ſaid, that he was 
more dead than alive. Sure Sir, ſaid he, .it can't be, it 
it is not murdered, I bid him produce it or he ſhould 
be tried for it. In ſhort, I frighted the poor fellow 
{o much, that he told me, if I would have a little pa- 
tience, he would tell me all that he knew concern- 
ing it, ſtill crying, 1 hope it is not murdered, I told 
him the child was ſafe. We went back to his houſe, 
where after the fellow had a little compoſed himſelf, 
he made the following relation. - . 

- About three years ago, a gentle woman came to my 
wife, and made a bargain with her to keep this infant, 
and by paying us handſomely, we imagined it belong- 
ed to ſome perſon of diſtinction; for we received ten 
ounds every quarter, and that before it was due, 
The lady would often take the child for a day or two, 
and return it again. My wife, being a worldly wo- 
man, laid ſeveral! plots how to know the child's extrac- 
tion, but to no purpoſe; for by all circumſtances we 
believed the parents did not care for owning it. One 
day my wite told me ſhe had a deſign in her head, but 
ſhe would not diſcloſe it, till ſhe could be ſure of ſuc- 


ceeding; and when the lady came next time to take the 


child away for a day as uſual, my wife was in confe- 


rence with her for ſome time. And when ſhe was gore, 


ſhe told me that ſhe had prevailed upon the lady to 
pay her one hundred pounds before hand, and - 
| 4 | , 
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ſhe brought her to it, by telling her we ſhould make-a 
purchaſe of the houſe we live in. In ſhort, my wife, 
who wears the breeches, made me conſent to carry on 
the deceit ; and the next day the lady brought the child, 
and the hundred pound, and gave it my wife, without 
any thing under my hand, and left us in a ſmall time 
after. When ſhe was gone, my wife diſcourſed me 
after this manner. 
Huſband, we have now one hundred and fifty pounds, 
for we had been very ſaving, beſides our goods, and 
cattle, which will fetch us one hundred more. With 
this money we may go into my country, which was 
the Ile of Man, and live contentedly all our lives, with- 
out any fears of bad crops and ill markets. Well, 
ſaid 1, but what will become of the child? I quickly 
found by her expreſſions that ſhe reſolved to murder 
it, I was ſtruck with horror at the propoſition, and 
notwithſtanding her violent temper oppoſed her in it; 
and told her, upon no conditions would | conſert to do 
ſo barbarous a deed. I found her ſo fixed upon the de- 
fign of murder, that I was at laſt, as the lighteſt evil, 
obliged to conſent to her ſelling it to a company of 
Gypſies ; but with the greateſt reluctance in the world; 
which was executed this morning. But we had dif- 
poſed of every thing beforchand, with intention to have 
gone for Briftol two days hence; for we were aſſured 
the lady would not come again for ſome time. 
When he had done, I informed him how | came to 
meet with the child. I then began to examine if he 
did not know where the lady lived ; and at laſt he con- 
feſſed he dogged her to her houſe one day, ſet on by 
his wife, but would never diſcover it to her, for fear 
of her playing ſome trick. I prevailed with him to go 
with me, and ſhew me the houſe, with the promiſe 
of a reward, and letting him go afterwards, We ſet 
out, after he had got a horſe, and in two hours arri- 
ved at a pleaſant houſe ſurrounded by a ſmall river, 
and almoſt covered with trees, I ſtopped ſome time 
to view it, and thro? a little avenue ſaw two women 
gatheriog flowers ; one had her face turned "I 15 
| | b whic 
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which the man ſaid was the woman that uſed to come 
to ſee the child, and that was the place ſhe carried it 
to. I ordered my man to take the horſes to the next 
town, about half a mile off, and come to me again. 
But I needed not have bid mine hoſt to have gone a- 
bout his buſineſs, for he being feartul of the event got 
away without our perceiving it. 53 
When my man was gone, I walked about to view the 
houſe, but I had loſt fight of the women, and it began 
to rain again. I ſtood up for ſhelter from the weather 
under a large oak; and had but juſt got there, when 
a woman came out of the gate, with her miſtreſs's ſer- 
vice, to. invite me in, I was very well pleaſed with 
the invitation, and went into the houſe, where | was 
met by the gentlewoman, a very handſome lady, She 
told me, as I looked like a gentleman, ſhe deſired I 


. would take ſhelter there till the ſtorm was over. I re- 


rurned her the thanks her civility deſerved, and we 
ſat down, but were immediately interrupted with ringing 
at the gate; and I perceived, through a ſmall window, 
a gentleman in a ſcarlet cloke alight from his horſe, 
and go in quite through the houſe. The lady begged 
my pardon, and told me, ſhe was obliged to keep a- 
nother lady company, while that perſon was there, 
but would wait on me as ſoon as poſſible again. As 
my curioſity had brought me there, I had no thoughts 
of going away till I had ſatisfied it in ſome meaſure, I 
could hear the man's voice very plain, who ſeemed xo 
threaten a lady with a great many hardſhips as to her 
fortune, if ſhe would not conſent to his love. The 
lady anſwered in ſo low a voice, that I could not hear 
what ſhe ſaid, but l found her anſwers did but enrage 
him the more. They talked a great while, and at laſt 
they ſeemed to be ſilent. I hearing their door open, 
ſtepped back into the room where the lady left me. 
She came to me again, and fat down. I hape, Sir, faid 
the, you'll pardon my rudeneſs, but I could not wait 
on you before. Madam, I replied, I. ought to beg 
your pardon for taking poſſeſſion of your houſe here, 
who am an utter ſtranger to you. We were te. 
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ted in our compliments, by the voice of a perſon that 
ſcreamed out murder ! murder ! We both ran our, 
and ſhe coming to the door where the noiſe was, we 
found it ſhut, and the voice {till calling out for help. 


I burſt it open with my foot, and with my ſword in 


my hand, ran into the room, where I found the gen- 
tleman that came in the cloke endeavouring to force a 


lady. I gave him a ſtroke upon the head, and bid 


him turn about and defend himſelf; which he did, 
with many bitter exclamations. But after ſeveral paſ- 


ſes, 1 had the good fortune to diſarm him; and he 
having received ſeveral wounds, dropped down with 
loſs of blood. The lady he had attempted, was ſtill 


jo a ſwoon ; and the buſtle had brought ſeveral wo- 
men- ſervants'| into the room. I retired into the cham- 
ber ] came from, but deſired the lady to take ſome 


care of the wrerch, who deſerved death; but I wiſh- 


ed he might ſurvive, to prevent further trouble. She 


took my advice, and ſent to the next town for a ſur- 


geon, who ſoon came, and my man along with him 
by accident. Perceiving his wounds were not dan- 
gerous, for I ſtood be alle the ſurgeon. dreſſed him, 
and finding the houſe in roo much confuſion to be better 
informed cancerning the child, I was about to take 
my leave, But the lady I had ſo timely reſcued, hav- 
ing recovered her fright, deſired ſhe might thank me 


for fo great a providence, I was-ealily perſuaded to 


ſtay, , and immediately a lady came into the room, 
Bur good God ! What tranſports did I fee}, when in 


that lady I beheld e every feature of my dear Mrs. Villars. 
Our eyes were fixed upon each other, and the fight of 


me raiſed ſuch a tumult of joy in her breaſt, that com- 


bating with her unſettled heart, ſhe fell down! in a ſwoon + 
again. The other lady at firſt knew not the meaning 
of our diſorder : but when' I called her my dear wife, 
and other extravagant expreffions of my love, ſhe ſob | 
gueſſed the truth, and ſeemed as much tranſported : as 
we were. Words would but wrong the ſentiments 


we felt for each other. Therefore let the reader, if 


* Re the” j jy of two lovers meeting, after - 
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imagining each other no longer in this world. We 
thought it was all a dream; but at laſt being convin- 
ced of thereality, we ſeat privately for the parſon, and 
were tied by the outward ceremony of the church, 
whoſe hearts had been divinely united long before; 
and that night I took once more poſſeſſion of what I 
valued above all the world could give. | | 
The next day I ſent for Don Ferdinand to partake 
in our joy, but was informed his indiſpoſition had in- 
creaſed upon him ſo much, that it was dangerous to 
remove him. This was ſome allay to our joy, for I 
had a real friendſhip for him. I told my dear wife, 
the obligation I had to his father, I now defired to 
know the particulars of her wonderful efcape, which 
ſhe related to me after the following manner. 
Jou know, ſaid ſhe, when we parted at Meguinez, 
our hearts foreboded ſomething would follow prejudi- 
cial to our loves, I was not acquainted with Muſtapha's 
eſcape; k it ! had, it is very probable, 1 might have a- 
voided the misfortune that befel me; but he got a vel- 
ſel to carry him to Sallee, as he informed me, when! 
was their priſoner again, and by the way met with his 
maſter Hamet ; who wrote a letter to the governor of 
Mammora, and ſent Mufapha with it, while he intend- 
ed to wait near the coaſt to guard us back, When 
they had ſeized me, they hurried me away immediately 
on board. a veſſel, and failed upon the inſtant ; and 
before night met with Hamer, where I was carried on 
board, le upbraided .me in terms, that gave me to 
expect worſe treatment from him; but I told him, 
rather than ſubmit to his nauſcous love, I would ſtarve 
myſelf ro death, if I could find no other means to rid 
me of my life, The next day a ſtorm riſing of a ſudden, 
blew down one of their maſts, and drove them back 
again, within ſight of the port of Mammora ; but to a- 
void it, they ran beyond it, and the ſtorm continued. 
In the evening it began to abate, and he ſteered his 
courſe back again ; but before it was dark a ſhip ap- 
. peared in view. And notwithſtanding he had 0 
veral men in a former engagement, he reſolved to let 
e | upon 
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upon this veſſel: and it growing calm he got up to 
her with rowing. The other veſſel knowing what 
ſhe was, began with us firſt, and fired very briſkly. 

The fight continued about an hour, as near as T 
| could gueſs ; for all my employment was to E that 
ſome lucky ſhot would end my life, which was fo 
burdenſome to me. When the noiſe of the ordnance 
ceaſed, I had not curioſity enough to go to fee how 
affairs ſtood. But judge my ſurpriſe and pleafure, 
| when I tell you the firſt man that entered the cabin, 
| was the mate that I had made captain, as I mentioned 
| to you in the relation of my firſt misfortune, ___ 
How madam ! cried he, is it you! thank heaven 
my voyage is at an end, Come, madam, continued 
he, I'll carry you to one that thinks her life a burden 
tilt you are ſafe, as your danger is owing to her. I 
| had not power to return*him an anſwer, or aſk him 
who it was he meant, I was ſo confounded with 
| thought, He carried me on board of his own ſhip, 
where he brought Mrs Suſan to me. My heart was 
ſo full of joy, that for a moment you had flipt out of 
my memory. ws $2.4 18 
The ſhip of Hamet's was juſt finking, for they had 
ſhot her between wind and water, and could not come 
to ſtop it. They had taken out as many of their 
goods as the time would permit, and all the men that 
were wounded, before ſhe ſunk. I let them into 
your ſtory, and the mutual affection we had; and in 
return the captain gave me the following account of 
their getting away from Sallee. | | | 
You know, madam, ſaid he, the Moors were not 
very ſtrict in ſearching us; and I had at the firſt fight 
of them, judging what they were, ſecured all the met- *, 
chants money deſigned for trade, as well as what I had 
of my own, about my clothes, and in a great fur cap, 
which I wore upon my head. | > 
Hamet being ſatisfied with you, and what he found 
beſides, would not ſell us for flaves, but gave us the 
liberty of walking about the town, with a ſmall al- 
lowance of proviſion, till we could ſend a perſon to 


ww VS »* T3 = . . / 0 WY YO. "> "0s _ 


268 Tur ADVENTURES of. 


England, for a thouſand pounds, which was the ran- 
ſom of both ſhip and men. In a little time, I became 
acquainted with one of the Fews of Sallee, whom 1 
prevailed upon by the force of money to-buy the ſhip, 
and pay for our ranſom, which he did without any 
- one's concerning themſelves about it. We did all we 
could to find you out, but to no purpoſe: ſo we were 
obliged to ſet ſail for Englaud, _ 

In our voyage home, Mrs Suſan informed me with 
your ſtory, not concealing even her own part in it; 
and I found her ſo ſincere in her repentance, that l 
could not help pitying her, which ſoon became a ſoft - 
er paſſion; and when we arrived in England, the ce- 
remony of the church completed my happineſs. . We 
acquainted Mr Kendrick your lady ſhip's guardian and 
ſteward, with your misfortune; who, with the ad- 
vice of us, fitted out the ſhip in your name, with a 
Iufficient quantity of money for your ranſom, if it 
were poſſible for us to hear of you; and by WL 
with you now, we have compaſſed what we intende 
I returned them many thanks, eſpecially Mrs Suſan, 
who would accompany her huſband, in hopes to meet 
with me. I deſired captain Morrice, which is the 
name of Mrs Suſar?s huſband, to ſteer towards Mam- 
znora, but he told me it was not ſafe: for as there 


was a war proclaimed between France and England, 


the ambaſſador could not anſwer it if he did not make 
us a prize; and we were further informed by one of 
the renegado priſoners, that he was very well aſſured 
they were ſailed for France. 8 
Upon this notice we directed our courſe, with this 
hope, that you would ſoon arrive in England, and 
find me out; for I remembredin the ſtory of my mis- 
fortunes, I gave you marks enough to let you know 
where I was to be found, Before we made the Engli/b 
-coaſt, I found myſelf with child, and the very imagi- 
nation had like to have coſt me my life, for fear the 
father of the unborn infant would not come time e- 
nough to ſave my credit; for tho? I was well afſured 
of your honour, yet I Knew tle. cenſuring 1 
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would be apt to blame my conduct. I could hide 
nothing from the faithful S πſan, who joined her fears 
with mine. TY ; Py 
When we came into Briſtol channel, I conſulted. 
with Suſan about my management, and I at laſt re- 
ſolved to live private, till I could hear ſome news of. 
you. But I was obliged to let Mr Kendrick, my ſtew- 
ard, into the knowledge of my arrival, tho' he was 
a ſtranger to my condition. | 8 
I ſent to London, in hopes of hearing ſome news of 
vou; but having kept the name of your uncle a ſe- 
cret in your relation, our endeavours proved fruitleſs. 
My melancholy increaſed with my condition; and 
for fear of a diſcovery, I went into Hales, with a re- 
lation of Mrs Suſan's, and was delivered of a boy, that 
proved the greateſt comfort ro my ſinking heart ; for 
in his face was every feature of his dear father. I 
brought him back again here, and had him put to. 
nurſe, as a child to a relation of Mrs Syſax's, and had 
reſolved but this very day to have ſent for him home, 
that I might always have the ſatisfaction of having 
him in my fight. ll 
My ſteward finding I was under a neceſſity of living 
private, began to talk to me of love; and often pro: 
ceeded ſo far, after finding I diſdained his paſſion, to 
tell me, if I would not coalent to make him my huſ- 
band, he would take care my eſtate ſhould come into 
his hands. Though I could have ſoon broke his de- 
ſigns as to my fortune, yet my ſolitary dwelling plcaſ- 
ed me ſo well; that I gave him good words, which 
did but more encourage his inſolence, till it arrived 
to that pitch you ſo happily delivered me from. | 
I ſoon found, by my wite's relation, that the infant 
I had ſo marvelouſly ſaved, was our own child. When 
I related the accident of meeting with the child, my 
wife expreſſed fo much fear, terror, tenderneſs and 
Joy, that I thought the different paſſions would have 
taken away her underſtanding, By this we may learn, 
there is a ruling providence that regulatesevery action 
of our lives, when they tend to virtue. Ms abt 
"= nd 5 Mr Ken- 
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Mr Kendrick, the perſon that made the attempt up⸗ 
on my wife, was ſoon informed of our happy meet · 
ing ; and his wounds mending every day, he begged 
we would favour him with a viſit, which we complied 
with, where he aſked pardon for all paſt offences in 
tuch a ſincere manner, that we were n, e 
upon to forgive him. 

He ſent for all the books of accounts and writings 
that belonged to my wife 8 nm and delivered them 
up to us. 

The ſame day captain Morrice arrived from France ; 
where he went by the deſir of my wife, as her laſt 
hope, to know if he could gain any intelligence of me. 
He was ſo very diligent in his commiſſion, that he got 
10 the ſpeech of Monſieur de St. Olan, who informed 
him of my purſuing the veſſel, and returning, and of 
my voyage to Lay. 1 rewarded him by ſeveral haud- 
fome prelents for his trouble, and found in all actions, 
a downright blunt fincere honeſty, which drew me in- 
10 a friendſhip for him. I now began to think of Don 
Ferdinand's illneſs, and reſolved to go with my wite to 
make him a viſit ; and my dear wife was fo impatient to 


embrace the child, ſhe would not let me ſtay to finiſh 
my affairs with Mr. Kendrick. 


As we were upon our journey, we were met by 3 
relation of mine, ſon to that barbarous uncle that had 


kidnapped me. He was in the country when I arriv- 
ed at London. Notwithſtanding the injury I had ſuf- 
fered from his father, [ could not help receiving him 
with the utmoſt affection; for we were both of an age, 
and very like as to our perſons, being brought up to- 
- gether till the death ot my father, which created a 
triendſhip for each other. | 

He brought me a packet from Italy, and in it one 
1acloſed from Don Jaques, ſent from St. Salvador. 1 
_ broke open that firit, which was as follows. l 


| I Hope the diſtance of climates has had no force upon 
your friendſhip mine here has rather received an 
addiiion, Pages. Jam . with a very 5 
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misfortune. My daughter, in whom all my hopes cen- 
tered, is, I fear, intirely loſt; for the very day you left 
as, was the laſt time my eyes beheld her. We have ſome 
reaſon to fear the relations of the perſon who died by 
your ſword, have uſed ſome clandeſtine means, and per- 
baps have privately murdered her, io be revenged on us 
for that accident, tho“ of their own ſeeking. In ſhort, I 
am weary of the hateful place, and ſhall do my endeavour 
to ſeek repoſe in ſome other part of the world ; and re» 
tying. upon your good-natured friendſhip, I hope to have 
the bonour very ſhortly after your receiving this, to em- 
brace you in England, for I am preparing to leave St. 
Salvador with the ſooneſt. I received your obliging let- 
ter, and the bales of goods, ail in good condition. But 
there is ſomething dark in it, or at leaſt my under ſtanding 
can't reach this paragraph; And be aſſured, whatever 
you gave me in charge, &c, { ſent you nothing but 
what hope you will accept as your own; and I took 
that manner of leaving them with you, knowing your ge- 
nerous temper would not have been eaſily perſuaded to 
hade accepied them, ſrom one that ſhall ever ſubſcribe 
bunſelſ, Jour ſincere friend and ſervant, 
e | Faques de Ramirez. 
P. 8. My wife, who is inconſolable, throws in her 
love and ſervice ; and all the hopes ſbe has left, is the 
expectation of telling you face to face, the grief ſhe lies un- 
der at her fatal loſs ; and to bring us further in your debt, 
we beg you will leave us ſufficient directions among 
our countrymen at your Exchange, where we may find 
ol. x | 
l was very much concerned at my friend's mis for- 
tune, eſpecially in believing I was in ſome fort the miſ- 
taken cauſe of it I had informed my wife of the ad- 
venture before, and ſhe condoled with me; and the 
thoughts of being ſo near the fame diſtreſs in her own 
child, redoubled her grief. When we had given up 
ſome time to thoſe melancholy reflections, I broke 0+ 
pen che following letter from Don Auto. 
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dear Friend, | | 
received yours with the utmoſt tranſports ; but 


M 
W as I am an Italian, 7 ought to be jealous at the joy 


my wife expreſſed when ſhe read it ; and much more 
when ſhe now declares that ſhe will come to England, to 


reproach you for the little care you took of her commiſſion. 
She will, farther to increaſe my jealouſy, write you her 


ſentiments herſelf ; but let her ſay what ſhe will there, I 
am reſolved to eſteem you as the only friend that's dear 
to a | AN rOoxIO DE ALVARES, 


The other letter from Iſabella contained theſe words, 
SIR, | | 
1 LL ſuſpend my reproaches till I ſee you, which I hope 
will be ſoon. I had no commiſſion to be executed 
in thoſe papers you loſt, but that of having cleared 
the aſperſion you caſt on our ſex. of inconſtancy, which 
ou had ſome ground for, in the ſudden mas riage of Don 
edro and Donna Felicia, after her violent paſſion for 
Don Ferdinand. When I found the cauſe of her diſ- 
temper, I, as having felt the keeneſt dart of love, piticd 
ber pain, and therefore taxed Don Ferdinand often with 
bis wearing an obdurate heart in his boſom. I preſſed him 
o often, that he deſired to meet Donna Felicia and my. 
feif in my cloſet. We came according to appointment, 
where be ſpoke to this effect: Madam, tax me no more 
with hardneſs of heart, for if I had not a very tender 
one, I had never arrived here; and to dilcover my 
frailty at once, know I am a woman: and upon that 


uncovering ber boſom, gave us evident tokens, Ne 


were both ſo very much ſurpriſed, that ſhe went on with- 
ber diſcourſe ; I beg, ladies, you will never open your 
mouth to my captain concerning this; for the moment 
I am fenfible he knows my weakneſs, ſhall be the laſt 
of my life. But notwithjtanding this injunction, I can't 


kelp informing you, in piiy to her ; and 1 am well aſſured, 


as your paſſion is hopeleſs, you have humanity enough not 
to deſtroy one who dies for you; and nothing in this world 
can equal my joy, if I find, when 7 arrive, Din Ferdi- 


nand ihe wife 10 ne who ſhall ever have the friendſbip of 
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What words can expreſs the amazement I felt at the 
reading this letter! My thoughts were confounded in 
reflexion, and a chaos of ideas poſſeſſed my brain, I 
was in ſo much confuſion, that I thought of returnin 
home again, to conſider of this ſtrange turn. Recol- 
lected circumſtances convinced me how blind I was in 
not diſcovering it ſooner. My ſoul was immediately 
filled with the molt terider pity ; and I had not uſe of 
words to declare my ſentiments to my wife and couſin. 
Sometimes | would imagine it was all a fictitious dream; 
yet at laſt I was not diſpleaſed, that I had it in my 

ower to reſtore to Don F2q4ucs his long loſt daughter. 

Iy wife was as much concerned as f was, and my 
couſin could hardly believe it. I ſoon found that ſhe 
had taken care the packet ſhould not fall into my hands; 
and that convinced me ſhe would not have her diſguiſe 
diſcovered. The next day we reſolved to viſit her, 
and form my reſolution from my obſer vation. 8 
When we arrived at the inn we found her dreſſed 
at a table, with paper, pens and ink before her, but 
very weak. I preſented my wife and couſin to her. 
She ſaluted them, and ſeemed mightily pleaſed” with 
my good fortune, and was very much concerned her 
indiſpoſition would not admit of her waiting on me, 
to partake in my contentment. Her weakneſs was ſo 
prevalent, that ſhe could hardly utter her words, 
She knew nothing of receiving the packet from my 
couſin, but after we had ſat ſome time, I gave her the 
letter from her father; which, as ſoon as ſhe had read, 
ſhe fell backward upon the bed in a ſwoon. 3 
The noiſe we made at this accident brought ſeveral 
people into the room; and among the reſt my landlady, 
who it ſeems had fell deſperately in love with her, as 
imagining her to be a man. She made fuch aukward 
complainings, that, if our minds had been at eaſe, would 
have produced much mirth ; but among her actions, 
ſhe unbuttoned her clothes, to give her breath, and 
ſoon diſcovered her miſtake in the object of her wiſhes, 


When ſhe found by her breaſts that ſhe was a woman, 
ſhe ran Jowa ſtairs with the utmoſt precipitation, and | 


left 


" 
0 
: 
. 
* 
. 
{ 


„„ 


=> — 
py - 


— honors 


4 — 


274 Tux ADVENTURES or 


left us alone to recover her. When we had brought 
her to her ſenſes again, ſhe ſoon found that we had 
diſcovered her ſex; and the grief and ſhame at the ac- 
cident had like to have thrown her again into her 
ſwooning. It was ſome time before we could brin 
her to herſelf; but ſhe found by my diſcourſe, that 
underſtood the whole ſecret. | \ 
After a long pauſe, ſaid ſhe, I did not intend to let 
my frailty be known to you till after my death ; but 
ſince it is diſcovered, I beg you will have ſome regard 
to my memory, and I ſhall die contented, 1 begged 
her not to talk of death, but live to comfort her griey- 
ed parents, It is too late, faid ſhe, to talk of any 
comfort, for I have called my greateſt friend, Death, 
to my aid, who is juſt now arrived. Upon utterin 
theſe words, a deadly paleneſs poſſeſſed her face, _ 
trembling ſeized her limbs: ſhe had juſt ſtrength e- 
nough to declare to us that ſhe had taken a doſe of 
poiſon, provided for the occafion, bought of an apothe- 
cary of the town; and that ſhe was juſt going io write 
a letter to me, but was prevented by our ſudden ap- 
arance, whoſe contents were only to ſee her ſecretly 
barks, and if poſſible to conceal her ſex and ſtory 
from the world. She had hardly made an end, before 
her ſpeech forſook her, and life in all appearance fled 
the beauteous dwelling, My wife was not preſent at 
this accident, her eager deſire having carried her to 
her child; but ſhe came in before it was over. My 
couſin ſeemed more oppreſſed with grief than any of 
us, for love had taken full poſſeſſion of his heart. 
While ſorrow had locked up all our tongues, the a- 
pothecary came in, in a ſtrange confuſion ; for the re- 
rt had ſoon diſperſed itſelf all over that little village. 
ir, {aid he to me, don't be concerned at the condition 
you ſee the 2 in, for he is not dead, he has 
only took a ſleeping potion. I partly gueſſed his defign, 
when he applied to me for poiſon; and the extraordina-» 
ry price he paid for it, convinced me it was for ſome fi» 
niſter deſign, and therefore l happily impoſed upon him, 
This news reviyed us all again, eſpecially my coplity 
1-95} | 8 
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who I thought would have gone diſtracted for joy; 


and to ſee his impatient watching for her life's return, 
if we may call it ſo, only gave me further proof, that 
one look is ſufficient to fix love for ever in the ſoul. 
The apothecary, during this interval of life and death, 
poured cordials into her mouth to help the operation ; 
and at laſt ſhe opened her unwilling eyes, and -gazed 
round her, as if ſhe had been in another world : but 
we ſoon convinced her of the apothecary's deceit, at 
which ſhe ſeemed in the utmoſt confuſion, and gave 
us to underſtand that life was forced upon her againſt 
her inclination, and ſhe would ſhake it off, | 

We gave her all the comfort we were capable of; 
and my wife told her if ſhe talked any longer of death, 
jt was only that ſhe could not bear to ſee us happy. 
This as it were rouſed her from her lethargy, Well 
then, ſaid ſhe, I will live, if it be only to convince you, 
that I am pleaſed to fee my captain bleſſed ; for ſhe. 
would always call me ſo. After we had alittle com- 
poſed her, we left her with my couſin, to look after 
our child, who was in the ſame place; which had 
proved the ſecret inſtinct of nature; for at the firſt 
ſight in the houſe of his unnatural nurſe, I could not 
help feeling a tender regard for him, When we had 
ſatisfied our inn, we prevailed upon Donna Bianca, 
now no longer Ferdinand, to come into the coach with 
us, and we arrived that evening at Briſtol; where we 
took poſſeſſion of the houſe which captain Kendrick 
had lived in, that belonged to my wife. We ſtaid 
ſome time there to ſettle my wife's affairs, and as much 
to recover Donna Bianca's indiſpoſition. 

My couſin by his aſſiduity gained very much of her 
eſteem, but ſhe freely declared the had no room in her 
heart for love: but notwithſtanding, with much im- 

nity, we prevailed upon her to accept him for a 
huſband, and her eſteem ſoon came up to a more 


tender paſſion, As ſoon as the ceremony was over, we 


took a journey to London 10 ſetile our affairs there, 


and provide for my expected gueſts, | 


One morning as we were purluing our journey, com- 
mJ | | — 
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ing near the ſkirts of a wood, we heard ſeveral groang, 
which alarmed us; but as we had too many people a- 
bout us armed, to fear any thing, we came out of the 
coach to know the reaſon ? where we found a woman 
weltring in blood, being ſtabbed in ſeveral places with 

a ſword. When I came to take a nearer view, I found 
it was my former maſter the watchmaker's, wife, [ 
could not help having compaſſion for any perſon in 
that condition, therefore ordered her to be taken up 
and put in the coach, Domia Bianca opened her breaſt, 
and ſtopped her wounds as well as ſhe could, till we. 
could get a ſurgeon that I had ordered to be ſent for, 
- She ſoon knew me, and cried out, Sure Heaven has 
ſent you that know my guilt, to be witneſs of my repen- 
tance: the wrongs I have done my huſband have pur, 
ſued me to my grave. When I had robbed him of 
all I could lay my hands on, I made my eſcape to Tre. 
land, changed my name, and ſet up for a greater for, 
tune than I really was. I had many ſuitors, but 
Heaven, to puniſh me, made me place my affections 
on a perſon that courted me for my money: and tho? 
I ſoon underſtood he had but very little eſtate, yet 
love prevailed with me to make him my huſband, He 
ſpent both his own and my fortune, and by contract, 
ing many debts-was forced to fly for England ; and 
finding no relief, took to the highway, where he has 
committed many robberies, He lodged me in a neigh- 
bouring village ; but our place of meeting was gene- 
rally in this wood, for fear of a diſcovery. This morn» 
ing he came, according to appointment, where he 
began his diſcourſe after this manner. I had no incli- 
nation for you when I firſt married you, but now [ 
utterly abhor you, therefore am reſolved to part with 
you: but I have another reaſon beſides my hatred to 
you, which is this; I have it my power to marry an 
old woman, very rich; and therefore it is neceſſary 
to ſend you out of the world, for fear our marriage 
ſhould come to her ears, and ſpoil my fortune. He 
followed his diſcourſe with theſe wounds which he 
gave me, and rode into the wood, without my" gue 
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offering to open my mouth; for aſtoniſhment had tied 
wp my tongue. I told her, I hoped Heavea had given 


her all its puniſhment in this vorld. That's all the 


hope 1 have, ſaid the, and in my unfeigned repen - 


tance; for I feel death approaching. We obſerved ſne 


was juſt expiring; and before the ſurgeon came, ſhe 
gave up her laſt breath, calling upon heaven for mer · 
cy. I gave orders for her funeral, and ſent after her 
murderer, but to no purpoſe. But I heard he was ta- 
ken for the highway, ſometime after, and executed 
at Worceſter ; where he confeſſed the murder of his 
wife, Thus we ſee the hand of heaven, though flow 
in puniſhment, yet always overtakes the guiky, When 


1 had given directions for her funeral, we purſued our 


journey, and arrived ſafe at London, 


Don Antonio and his lady arrived firſt, in a private 


capacity; not caring to make a ſhow according to 
their birth, to be taken notiee of. And in a few days 
after came Don Jaques and his lady, in a ſhip of their 
own, in company with the LJ/abella, which my lieu- 
tenant commanded, that had ſprung a leak, which. 
obliged her to put into Lon to refit, where Don 
Jaques joyfully met wich her. | * | 
I had deſired Donna Bianca once more to put on 
her boy's clothes; for I intended agreeably to ſurpriſe 
her parents. e ee ö 
I was obliged to take lodgings for Don Jaques's fa- 
mily, they intending to take a convenient houſe in the 
eity. As ſoon as mutual careſſes were over, griet a- 
gain took poſſeſſion of their ſouls for the loſs of their 
child. After condoling with them ſome time, I beg- 
ged them to hope for the beſt, and that it was poſſible 


to hear of her again. They ſhook: their heads, and 


told me that thought was long over, and they had no- 
hope, but in time to wear away their unhappy loſs. 
I rold them I had a kinſmen, as much as L could: 


remember the features of their beautiful daughter, as. 


like her as a man could be like a woman. They expreſ- 
ted a great deſire to fee him. I told them I had invited: 


Aim with another relation to ſup with us on purpoſe. 
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We had taken care before, that Donna Bianca ſhould 
ombre her face. and ſpeak nothing but Eugliſo, on 
purpoſe to carry on the deceit. Till the time of their 
coming, we ſpent it in relating our accidents in the 
voyage. I told them how much I was ſurpriſed at the 
likeneſs of my couſin to their daughter; for I had 
given them to underſtand it was a relation I had never 
{cen before I left England ; which was truth. 52 

When the time I had appointed came, Donna Bianca 
and my couſin entered. I preſented them to Don Ja- 
ques and his wife, as my relations, and they ſaluted 
them as utter ſtrangers. But when they ſaw and heard 
Donna Bianca, they burſt into tears at the great reſem- 
blance in btoh voice and features, as they ſaid, to their 
daughter. She carried it on as long as ſhe could, 
ſpeaking Exgliſb all the while; but at laſt their tears 
prevailed ſo much upon her tenderneſs, that ſhe beg- 
ged leave to retire, but would return immediately, I 
made an apology for my kinſman to Don Jaques and 
His wife, and told them he would return in a very lit- 
tle time. - 'The ſpace of their abſence was filled with 
fighs and tears; and as I knew their grief-would ſoon 
be over, I never attempted to comfort them. 

When they were ready, they ſent a ſervant to tell 
me & gentleman. wanted to ſpeak with me. I retired, 
came in again immediately, and told them our compa- 
ny would be increafed, for another relation and his 
wife were juſt coming in to ſup with us; and upon 
that inſtant my couſin entered, leading by the hand 
Donna Bianca. They both ran and kneeled down be- 
fore Don Jaques and his wife. At the ſight of their 

daughter, the mother fell backward in the chair in a 
iwoon; and Don Jaques was in ſuch a ſurpriſe that 
he could not open his mouth, but expreſſed his joy by 
tears, kiſſes, and embraces; and his lady coming to 
herſelf, had like to have ſtifled her with her tranſports. 

They did not aſk any reaſonable queſtions till the 
torrent of their joy was poured out. After the firſt 
tranſports were over, Donna Bianca told her own ſto- 
ry. She ſaid, the firſt time I dined at their houſe int. 


Salvador, 
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Salvador, love flew into her heart; and knowing the 
modeſty due to her ſex, ſhe was reſolved never to 
diſcover it till ſhe found the ſtate of mine; yet finding 
her paſſion daily increaſe, and underſtanding the day 
of my departure, ſhe procured ſecretly the habit of a 
man, with all other neceſſaries, and conveyed herſelf 
on board in the boat that carried the preſents her ſa- 
ther had ſent me; and counterfeited the letter ſhe gave 
me as from her father. Every thing anſwered my 
wiſh, ſaid ſhe; but I ſoon found my captain had no 
heart to beſtow. It is needleſs to tell how many bit- 
ter ſighs and tears that knowledge coſt me; bur it is 
now buried in oblivion, Then the proceeded to beg 
their pardon for her raſh folly, as ſhe called it; and 
| they were too much overjoyed not to forgive her every 
thing; and they expreſt a great deal of ſatisfaction in 
| that they could now call me their relation. We lived 
in all contentment imaginable, returning heaven our 
grateful thanks for its bounteous mercy. And now, 


J am ſettled, I'll take leave of my reader with this 
couplet of the poet : 


O never let a virtuous mind deſpair, 
For conſtant hearts are love's peculiar care. 
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